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  This is the second of the gospels assigned by the 
Church since earliest times to accompany the 
catechumens in their last stage of preparation for 
baptism. It is the story of the man born blind who is 
given sight by Jesus. And again, it is a story of 
conversion, of the fruits of the encounter with Jesus. 
Just as we do not see light, but light is that by which 
we see, so, Jesus is the light by which we see 
people and life. Faith is like a new set of lenses 
through which we see ourselves, other people and 
our time on earth in a new way and with a new 
perspective. 
  The first reading tells us that God sees the heart 
and does not judge by appearances. So, the man 
born blind comes to see who Jesus is, that is the 
Messiah. Light is a metaphor for faith, the way to see 
things as God sees them. This is all contrasted with 
the Pharisees and authorities who, though having 
physical sight are nonetheless spiritually blind. They 
accuse Jesus if being a sinner and the man born 
blind as being steeped in sin from birth. It is proof 
again that religion can blind us to see what God is 
really doing. We can get so caught up on devotions 
and laws (the sabbath laws in the reading) that we 
miss the human reality and substitute judgment for 
God’s mercy.  
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March 15 : Fourth Sunday of Lent - In today’s Gospel, as Jesus gives sight to the blind 
man. Through grace we are also transformed from not seeing to seeing and then Jesus sends us to help 
others see and to believe. Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul brings joy, peace, forgiveness, 
mercy and kindness to the hurting hearts of the poor.
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