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 Today gives us the last of the gospels from John 
assigned by the Church since its early days to 
accompany the elect preparing for baptism. All three 
recount an encounter with Jesus which transforms 
lives. This one is the most dramatic, the raising of 
Lazarus after his death. The theme of all the 
readings is how God brings new life not just after 
death, but also new life in the Spirit during life and in 
spite of negative experiences.  Both Martha and 
Mary reproach Jesus “if you had been here my 
brother would not have died” When bad things 
happen, we can easily look to blame and complain. 
Jesus makes two responses to them. Firstly, he risks 
his life to travel to Bethany to be with them and 
indeed he will be arrested immediately after this and 
led to his death. Jesus comes to be with us in our 
sufferings and distress. Secondly, he promises 
resurrection “Your brother will rise again.”
  This looks forward to Easter when Jesus rises from 
the dead and opens to us the possibility of eternal 
life beyond death. This is the reality we have all 
been baptized into and for which our elect are in 
their final weeks of preparation. We continue to pray 
for them and that all of us live more fully out of the 
truth of our own baptism.
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BOB GERAGHTY, PARISHIONER

real estate sales
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375 REDONDO AVENUE #A
LONG BEACH, CA 90814
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