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Appendix I 

Some Churches Without Valid Baptism! 

All non -Christian religious groups and communi ties do not have valid 
baptism, e.g., Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Baha'i , Vedanta Society. 

The fo llowing is not intended to be a complete lis t of all those religious 
groups that do not have va lid bapt ism, even if some of them cla im to be 
Christians.2 

Amana Church Society 

American Ethical Union 

Apostolic Church (Apostolic Overcoming Holy Church of God) 

Apostolic Faith Mission 

Bohemian Free Thinkers 

Children of God ("The Family") 

Christadelphians 

Christian and Miss ionary Alliance[ ?] l 

Christian Community (disciples of Rudolph Steiner) " 

Ch risti3ns of the Universalist Brotherhood 

Church of Christ, Scientist (Christian Scientists) 

Church of Divine Science 

Church of Daniel's Band 

Church of lIIuminatioD 

!ef. o. DRi\KE-BROCKMi\~ , "Valid Baptism: A G uiue to When fbptism or Condi (io na l Baptism 
\by Be Required," in Canon U1W SOCiel) of Greal Elriwin and Ire/and Newsletter, 11 0 . 100 Uu nC', 1997), 
cp.14-36: J.G. GOODWINE, "Statistics o n Baptism as Oberved by Religious Bodies in the United Sta tes 
,~'Amcrica ," in Thc]Hrisl 5 (1945). Pl'. 285-288; Hucls, The P<lswr(ll Coml'(1nion, p. 342. 

I The Seventh Day Adventists in the U nited Stntcs <I re ge nera lly cons idered to adm inister \'~ Iid 
'1'tisrn, but the re a rc some groups in o the r countries tl un do not. There a rc also w me Sevcmh Day 

.\d\'cntist communit ies who 'ldministe red va lid haptism o ill y at various ri me> in their hiswry. Tha t's why 
il is import'lIlt to either get the testimony o f the pe rson o r of the person's parents as to what happened 
lndwh'lt was saiJ , o r e lse ohta in a copy (li' the baptismal record, which usua ll y tell, something about the 
pouring of water ,1Ild the formula th a t was used (Patri ck LA ,( ;ES, episcopal vica r for canonica l services, 

.\rchdiocese of Chicago , memorandum, March 13, 2003). 
lThe \'icc- president , ge neral se rvices , of the C hrisr i'lIl Jnd Missio nary lIianee of :--Jorth York, 

Onmrio, wrote: "In the act ual celebra tion llfba prislll by immers illn the proclamatio n 'I baptize you in 
Ihe naille of the Father and o f the Son and of the Ho ly pirit ' i:. a lways used by the min is ter in charge" 
i1etterto Eugene R. D'Avella , jud ic ial vica r, Archd iocese o(Toro nt!>, August 1, 1991). Consequen tly, 
It ~ccrns that the baptisms celebmted hv mini ste rs of the C hristian and Missi,,,,ary AJ liance arc to be 
C<ln,;dered va lid . 

4Sce Congregation for the Doctrille of rhe r aith , notice concerning Rudolf Sleiner'.; C hristia n 
Communi ry, :--'Iarch 9, 1991, in .MS, 8 ) (199 1), p. 422 . 
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332 'i t )ME CHURCHISO~1E CHURCHES WITHOUT VALJD BA[>TIS~f 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons) 5 Church 0 

Erieside C 
General f 
Hephziba! 

'The validity of baptism in the Chllrch of jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints or Mmm(lIlS Ira, House of 
considered douhtful until the Congregation for the I)nctrine of the Faith resolveJ the douhr by J~cl" rin~ 

Iglesia ni Ithat ir is invaliJ (response, June 5,2001, in AAS, 93 (2001), p. 476). Since this is a questiun "fth, 

validiry of the sacrament of baptism, wl",ne"er a person rece ived Mormon baptism, it is now considered Independr 

to be certainly invalid. Previously the Congregation had stated: "For the bartism ofMonnom in relmin" 
 je-hol'ah's
to the va lidiry of marriagl' must be held to be va lid" (reply, Augusr 30, 1976, in CLf), vol. S, 1'1" 6ii· 

678). Consequently if it was a question of invokin.g- the p"ldine privilege or seeking a dissolutioll n( " Masons (F 

marriage in favor of the faith, a p,,",on baptized as a Mormon IV"S consiclered to be probably baptlZtJ. 
 Mennonit 
Since the resolution of this doubt, all Mormon bal'tisms-past, present, fULUre- arc now consi,ien:,110 

Metropolibe invalid. If a b;lptized Mmmon seeb baptism as a Catholic, the s,,([ament is to be conferred abs"lulek 
Fllr the application of the pauline privilege and the dis;olurion of a marriage in f,wor of thf faith, J Moravian~ 
person b~ptized as a Mormon is considered to be not baptized. If" per<on, who received Morm('ll Mormons
[,aprism, was received into the Catholic Church without at le~st condition,,] baptism, the incli\ilhut 

should be baptized absolutely and confirmed after the reception of baptism. The individu;1 I's prel'ioul National [ 

co nfirmation was inv~liJ because the person was not validly baptized. 
 National ~ 

If a Mormon married ~ C~ th()lic without a dispens~tion from the impedi1l1ent- -at leasl 
cQurelam-the marriage is invalid because of the impediment of disra rity of worship. What should I:. New Jerus: 
donc in such a case! If the couple have divorced, the marringe should he declared null becausc uf th, Pentecostc 
impediment. If the couple are srill marrie,l, thcre is ,) very delicate pastoml situation. Normally the,,' 

Peoples Cfshould be a simple valiJ~ti()n (Cc. 1156-1158) or;1 sanario in wdice (Cc. 1161-1165). Howe"cr, iflL, 
marriage is on rocky ground, it may be prudent to ic<l\'e the couple in their igno rance . Some com 

The beliefs of the different bmnches or offshoots of rhe Mormons vary from one r:roup [() Jilother Quakers (~
"The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith studied the mainline Church of jesus Christ o( La11tr 
Day Saints, and gave their response with that faith cuillmuniry in mind. However , there is alS0 lh Reullificatl 
Hemganiced Church of je,,1S Christ of Latter Day Saints which hus ,) different system of beliefs. At lit" Salvation I 
point, it is not cntain that the response would appl y to the Reorga nized Church ..." (Patrick LIt, ' 

Shakersmenlo, 200 1). 
j. Gordon Melton in hi , three volume work on ;\ meric"n reirgions, lists the follmviug communil i" Spiritualist 

as being associateJ With, or derived from the Church of]esus Christ of Lotter Day Saints: Aaronic Ordl1. SwedenbOl 
Church of jesus Christ (Bulla), Church of the First Rom (Prophet C~inan), Church of thc First &IW 
(Dove), Church ,,(jesus Christ ofSa inrs of the ;"'!ost High, Kingdom of Heaven, "Bclieve GoJ Society III Unitarians 
Docr> of rhe Word ," Zi lll'S Order, Apostolic. United Brerhren, Christ's Church (Branch Chllfch), Churli. United SO( 
ofJesus ChrLst of the Saints in Zion, Church of the First llom, Chllfch of the First Bom of the FulInc." , 

Universal!Times, Confederate Nations of israd (Church of jesus ChrisI' in Solen", A"cmblv), Church of the l:llrJo 
of God, Church of the New Covenant in Christ, Millennial Church of Jesus Christ, PerfectcJ Church ,~ 
Jeslls Christ ImmaculateL:rtter Day Saints, Son hmunlsracl, Un ited Order Effmt, Church ofJesus Chili! 
(Bick'Tronite), Primitive Church of jesus Chnsr (Rickertonite), C hurch ofJesus Christ (Cutierite), Ull~l' 
of Jesus Christ of L,tter Day Saints (Strangite), Church of jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Stram.'!!> 
Drew), Congregation of jehovah's Preshytery of Zion , Holy Church of Jesus Christ. He then Ii", rJ. 
comlllunities which are associ"ted with, or have deriwd frnm, the Reorganized Church of Jesus Chn.1 
of Latter Day Saints: Cente r Branch of the Lord 's Remnant, Church of Christ (TelTIrle Lo t), Churdl, 
Christ (Bihle anel Book of Mormon Teaching) , Church of Christ (Fettill~.lJ3rons()n), Church of Chili' 
(Restored), Church of C hrist ot llalley's Blu ff, C hurch of Christ Immanuel, Church of Chili' 
Nondenominationa l A>sembly, The Church of Christ "With tire Elijah Me>sagc", Church "fJesus CI;~ ·, 
(Protest MUl'emenr), Church of Jesus Christ Res torecl , Church ofJeq" Christ (Toney), Church of Chn" 
(Zion's B"1I1ch), CI1urehes ofChri3t in Zion, Restoration Branches MOVellll' tlt, Restored Church orb 
Christ (Walton), True C hurch n(jesus Christ RC'l'Ored. Sec Melton, J G OIlLlD:-; , d., Tile E)tCJc~'I~ 
American Helig;()"s, New York, Triumph Books, 1991, Volume n, pp. 137-2JO. 

bCOl'\ (JREUA 

Ef1l1ll' lllUd Sweden 
'O\'t,REGI 

I: , fC1t17, COilCern111 
( I j) , \.,,1. (" pp. 6·H 
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CHURCl IES\VITI lOUT VALID BAPTISM 

lints (Mormons) 5 

::luist ,,( the Lattcr l) YS~ints or Mormons was 

n ine " t [he bith rc>olved the dOllh[ hy Jeclarlng 

(2001).1',476), Since thi s IS :' qlll'sttonof,tl:c 


"1 ft'cL'l\'L'd M{)f1l1011 bapt1 m. l[ IS now c.on:"llk ~ (d 


I ' , , I' "I' Ir I he b~l) ti ,m ofMmmoos 10 rclallon 
, ,lain, I I 677 
repl\', AII~lI ,' t 10. 1976. in CLD. vo , • PI" ' ,' 
j I" pr'vill'ge r seckin~" <II ,,,Iullon ot cI 

IC pml 11K' db" b' bl h~p[i2ed,
~1orl\1 \ Hl \\'Cl~ cunsldc re to t: pro ...~ y. 


" 1 I l'r""" ' I\( (Illurc-· arc no w COllsldcrccl tu 

I~ - '1"' . " , • I I ' 
{ho\ie. the ,acrament is to be conferrc~ ~hs() lite I,' 
di~~nhHion of a marriage in f::H'or ~ I the faIth, r\ 

'I() t hapti;:cd, If a persnn. who rccet\Td Mormon 
'h(lu[ at k a'[ cond itional h~pt i sm . the IOdtVldu,,1 
:~ recl'pli(m of h~ptism, The individual', I'rl'vtollS 

I "alidly h"ptizc'J, d 
I dispcl!!-iHion (rom rhe illlJ1cd~mcl: l-a~ ka:,l ~ . 

I' , ( Ii 'p'uiry of worship, \Xlhat shou ld e 
Ip«lInenl 11 ( , , , ,I d II because of thl' 
e l\l;ltTl<I"L' ~hould b dec. (I re nu 

, 1"1' .. !C pO,1 f'\1 siluatilln, Normally lhere 
~ ;l n :: r:- I...l' ILcl .. . . (6 ,lt65). l-lo\\cvcf, if the 
I .IWW\I( ) III r,,,llC e (LL II I 

" l \'~ the l.ollplc in their ignu rancC', 
:~h I)f the ~vl( )rmons vary frn01 one group,to another" 
lid ii'll [he llIainline ~hun:h of jc>us Chn5t of La l'tLI 

, "d H e er there IS :lIsa theth cOInmllniry 111 1111n· ow _ - . . •I 

" , ,I' 'h has ;l oifferent S\>lem ot bcltcts, trim 
)~tnb \\ lil. 1 .. (P . k LACCF~ 
,I\, to the Reorgani zed Ch ure I ' ' , awe ," " . 

1Il Amcrird l1 religions, lists the following con~llllniticS 
t') , ,ehri ,t of Latter Day Saints: Aaromc Order. 

'0 eSUS S I f h 1" l II 'll 
~t Born (Pn lphc[ Cainan). Chure' 0 [e liS ' ()\ I 
t High. KingoolllU( Heave n, "Bdiel'C ~od :OClct\' alll 

( 'I'rl I' 'hurch (B~nch Churlh), ChurchI Brei IlI'ell. " I r
I" I' , ( '1111I,,' h of rhe First Burn of Il,l' Fill lll'S,' ()
"1I""t Xlfll, \. J . .... L 1 

" "; Christ in Su\cmn A' mbly) , Church of tlte am ' 
rli\lenlllal ChurJ, of jest" Chrisr. Perfected Chur:h "f 

' , ,I LJl1itl' ll Order Efr, rt. Church ofJesus (,hmtIman I,r,1( . , ) CI ,I 
'k '[ ,) "I'llteh 0 J us Christ (Cut\ente , Hill 1 

t. ' crt0 l11 l; ,\" ( ~ , 

:hurch Il( jcsus Cltri>t ,,f WHer Day Saint~ Stn"' <> ltl'., 
Zioll. flnl\' Church nt Jesus Christ, Ht' then h,~' 1~1L 
crived frolll, the Reorganized Church of )cs~s Chnst 
, Remnant. Church of Chri,r (Temple Lor), Chll l ~h."1 
:::hurch Pi ,hri, r (Fetting/Bronson). Church 01 (:111 ,,[ 
ff Chllrch oi Christ ImlmH1uel. Church 0 1 C:hml 
II:i,[ "With the Elijah Message". Churc~ o( Jc,us (:11\I ~( 

,1 ('llUrch (1fJesus Christ (Toney). Church 01 ~~hml r 
(I (\. ' J CI h I j , , ' II 111' llll' I1':>0.: Movement, Restore )t)rc 0 l::-'u:" 
0 1<11111 ' , ,' , , _ 1 I' j
IIlJ'c,d, Sl'l' (\elton, j GORDON. ed ,. Ille ElI()c o /)l'( let () 

\1 \1 1. Volume II. pp, I 7·210, 
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Church of Revelation 

Erie ide Church 

Genera l Assembly of Spiritualists 

Hephzibah Faith Missionary Associa tion 

House of Dav id Church 
Iglesia ni Kristo (Philippines) 

Independent Church of Filipino Christians 

Jehovah's Witnesses 

Masons (Freemasonry) 

Mennonites (some communities) 
Metropolitan Church Association 

Moravians (some communities) 

Mormons ( cf. supra Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints) 

Nationa l David Spiritua l Temple of Christ Church Union 

National Spiritualist Association 
New Jerusalem Church (Swendenborg or "Ncw Age" Church)6 


Pentecostal Churches? 


Peoples Church of Chicago 


Some communities of the Plymouth Brethren 

Quakers (Society of Friends) 


Reun ification Church ("Moonies") 


Salvation Army 


Shakers 


Spiri tualist Church 

S\-lcJcnhorg Church (New Jerusalem or "\Jcw Age Church") 


Unitarians 


Un ited Society of Belicvers (Shakers) 


Universal Emancipation Churc h 


6CO, 'GRE" TI l'1 F R 'IIIF DoerR" E OF Ti lE Ff\ ITH. notice concerning the New Church of 
EIll\l1,II!Ue! Swec\t:nborg. ()vember 20, 1992, in AAS, (, 5 (1993). p, 179, 

'Co, GR[0AnON F RTHE DOCTRINE OF THE rAm1. re'lx lIls ' of February 7. 1964 and january 
\2. 1967. concl'min ' Pcme o$ml haprism "in I he namc of the Lord Jcsu>Cbrbt forthe rem iss ion ofsins," 
I 'LV , I'O\. 6. [JP, 646·647; 657 ·658; id,. re'ponsc. ,Apri l 4. 1966, CLD. vo\. 6, pp, 651·658, 
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Appendix II 

Validity of Mormon Baptism 1 

CONGREGATION FO R THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH 

Response to a Dubium 

On the Validity of Baptism Confe rred by 

The Church of Jesus C hrist of Latte r-day Sa ints, called "Mormons" 

Question: Whether the baptism conferred by the community "The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" called "Mormons" in the ve rnacular, is valid. 

Response: Negative. 

The Supreme Pontiff John Paul II, in the Audience granted to the undc1'Signed 
Cardinal Prefect, approved the present Response, decided in the Sess ione Ordinaria of 

this Congregation, and ordered it published. 


From the Offices of the Congregation fo r the Doc trine of the Faith, 5 June 200 I. 


~Joseph Cardina l RATZINGER 

Prefect 


~Tarcisio BERTONE, S.D.B. Archbishop emeritus ofVercelli 

Secretary 

lIn AAS, 93 (2001), [l . 476; ORe, Augu~ t 1,2001. 
"-rh~ Int~ ntion of I he Cd~br"ting Minister. Such doctrin al diversity regard ing the very nmiono! 

Gou [lreven ts the minis te r of the Church ofJe~us Cllr"t of the Lutter-Jay Sain~ from having th~ ill[emio" 
of doing what the Carh" lic C hurch docs when she confers haptism, tha t is, doing what C hrist willed her 
to do when he instituted and mandated the sacraillen t of b,'ptism" (Luis LADARI ,~, 5.)., "The QueSficn 
o f the V,,)iJity "f Bapti~ 1l1 ConfcrreJ in the 'Church of Jesus C hrist of Lauc r-day Saints,''' in ORI, 
August 1,200 1, pp. 4 J nd 6. C f. also U rbano N AI ·,IRRETl,S.j., "Responsc ofabo ul' Vnlidityof B"plis", 
Confe rred in 'Church o f Jesus C hrist of Lmcr·day Sa ints,'" in ORe, August I, 2001, pp. 5-6. 
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