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Off the Top of My Head... 
 

 I became a pastor for the first time in 1992, ten years after I was ordained. I had been "helping out" at St. 
Joseph's in Lebanon, where there was an unexpected "pastor vacancy," and had been there for three weeks. I liked 
the people, and they seemed to like me. So when I announced that the Bishop was assigning me there as Pastor, 

they applauded! And of course I smiled.  
 Then I announced that, now that I was their pastor, I was going on a three-week vacation that had already 
been planned. (For some reason, that resulted in more applause!) This is something like that. After having been 

here in the Anderson-Alexandria Pastorate for about a month and a half, Fr. Dave, Fr. Marty, and I will all be tak-
ing some time off. But not at the same time.   
 The week of October 4, I will be taking some vacation time for backpacking in Michigan and Fr. Marty 

will be away for the diocesan priests' retreat. That will leave Fr. Dave to handle everything while we are away. 
With only one priest here, we will need to make some changes in the weekday Mass schedule. Masses on Mon-
day, October 5, will be as regularly scheduled: 8:00 am Mass at both St. Mary's in Anderson and St. Ambrose. 

 Mass on Tuesday, October 6, will be celebrated as usual at 8 am at St. Ambrose. On Wednesday, October 
7, there will be 8:00 am Mass at St. Mary's in Alexandria but NOT at St. Ambrose. On Thursday, there will be 
Mass at 8:30 am at St. Mary's in Anderson but NO Mass at St. Ambrose. Friday, there will again be Mass at St. 
Mary's in Alexandria at 8:00 am and NO Mass at St. Ambrose.  

 Fr. Dave will be on vacation from October 14th to the 21st, but since there will be two priests in the     
Pastorate, we will not need to cancel any Masses. 
 For those who normally attend daily Mass when they can, this schedule change will be, at least, an        

inconvenience, and I appreciate your patience. I encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to participate 
in a Mass at a neighboring parish, as do two or three parishioners from St. Mary's in Alexandria who sometimes 
take part in weekday Mass at St. Ambrose. It's a good thing to get out of our comfort zones every once in a while 

so maybe these cancellations are an opportunity to do that.  
 Please pray for us priests as we are away. We will be keeping you in our prayers as well.  
        Fr. Tom Metzger 
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Recordando mi tiempo pasado… 

 

 Me convertí en pastor por primera vez en 1992, diez años después de mi ordenación. Había estado "ayudando" 
en St. Joseph's en el Líbano, donde había una "vacante de pastor" inesperada, y había estado allí durante tres semanas. 
Me gustaba la gente y parecía gustarles yo. Así que cuando anuncié que el obispo me asignaba allí como pastor, 
¡aplaudieron! Y por supuesto sonreí. 

 Entonces anuncié que, ahora que era pastor, me iría de vacaciones de tres semanas que ya había sido planeada. 
(¡Por alguna razón, eso resultó en más aplausos!) 

 Esto es algo así. Después de haber estado aquí en la Pastoración Anderson-Alexandria durante 
aproximadamente un mes y medio, el Padre, Dave, el Padre. Marty, y yo nos tomaremos un tiempo libre. Pero no al 
mismo tiempo. 

 La semana del 4 de octubre, me tomaré unas vacaciones para ir de mochilero a Michigan y al P. Marty estará 
ausente para el retiro de sacerdotes diocesanos. Eso dejará al P. Dave para que se encargue de todo mientras estamos 
fuera. Con solo un sacerdote aquí, tendremos que hacer algunos cambios en el horario de la misa entre semana. 

 Las misas del lunes 5 de octubre serán programadas regularmente: 8:00 am Misa en St. Mary's en Anderson y 
St. Ambrose. La misa del martes 6 de octubre se celebrará como de costumbre a las 8 am en San Ambrose. El 
miércoles 7 de octubre, habrá misa a las 8:00 am en St. Mary's en Alexandria pero NO en St. Ambrose. El jueves 
habrá misa a las 8:30 am en St. Mary's en Anderson, pero NO habrá misa en St. Ambrose. El viernes, nuevamente 
habrá Misa en St. Mary's en Alexandria a las 8:00 am y NO habrá Misa en St. St. Ambrose. 

 P. Dave estará de vacaciones del 14 al 21 de octubre, pero como habrá dos sacerdotes en la Pastora, no 
necesitaremos cancelar ninguna misa. 

 Para quienes normalmente asisten a misa diaria cuando pueden, este cambio de horario será, al menos, un 
inconveniente, y agradezco su paciencia. Los animo a que aprovechen la oportunidad de participar en la Misa en una 
parroquia vecina, al igual que dos o tres feligreses de St. Mary's en Alexandria que a veces participan en la Misa entre 
semana en St. Ambrose. Es bueno salir de nuestras zonas de confort de vez en cuando, así que tal vez estas 
cancelaciones sean una oportunidad para hacerlo. 

 Por favor, recen por nosotros, sacerdotes, ya que estamos lejos. También los mantendremos en nuestras 
oraciones. 

 P. Tom Metzger 

 Septiembre 27, 2020 

 

 

 

               Confessions—St. Mary Anderson-Saturday, Oct. 3, from 2:30-3:30 PM 

                                       St. Ambrose-Saturday, Oct. 3, 4:00-5:00 PM  
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PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
visit our website  - www.https://stambrosestmary.org                                               

On Line Giving— visit us at the following:                                                              

   St. Ambrose—https://osvhub.com/st-ambrose-church-anderson/funds 

                                    St. Mary Anderson—https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/13 

                                    St. Mary Alexandria—www.maryandjosephchurches.com.  

Stewardship 

St. Ambrose                

YTD Giving         $ 294,289     YTD Expenses     $  464,414 

 St. Mary                     

YTD  Giving        $ 320,270    YTD Expenses     $   328,380 

 Renovation Fund $ 259,850 of  $330,000 Phase 1 

St. Mary Alexandria 

YTD Giving         $  341,965     YTD Expenses     $  319,340 

MASS INTENTIONS  ________ St. Ambrose     St. Mary  

Monday 28-Sept. 8:00 AM John Gilbert 8:00 AM Elizabeth (Betty) Brownfield 

Tuesday 29-Sept. 8:00 AM Donald Hurst 8:00 AM NO MASS 

Wednesday 30-Sept.  8:00 AM 
Charles Graybill  

11:30 AM 

Hospital Mass Not Open To 
The Public Poor Souls 

Thursday  1-Oct. 8:00 AM  Poor Souls  8:30 AM Mary Jane Busing  

Friday  2-Oct.  8:10 AM Paul Backous  8:00 AM NO MASS 

            

Saturday 3-Oct.        

    5:30 PM   Zachary Novak  4:00 PM   Elizabeth Wehrley  

Sunday 4-Oct. 9:30 AM  Pro Populo   7:30 AM 
Jeanné Papai 

       11:30AM Poor Souls  
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ST. MARY ALEXANDRIA MASS INTENTIONS  

Sunday, September 27th- 8:30 AM–Ralph Flecker  

Wednesday, September 30th- 8:00 AM-Billy Walters 

Friday, October 2nd- 8:00 AM–Ken Clark   

Sunday, October 4th- 8:30 AM-Jim Donahue  
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Recycling cans-  Please remember  that both St. Ambrose and St. Mary is still recycling aluminum cans.  

You can drop them off at St. Ambrose by the Assembly Hall door.  At St. Mary’s Anderson, put them by the   

garage doors but please don’t block the garage doors.  

Help Wanted:  We are looking for  someone to work in the Holy Cross North Cafeter ia on      

Fridays. And also someone to do light cleaning at St. Mary Rectory on Fridays. This could be the 

same person.   

"Baby Shower" at St. Mary Church - Alexandria 

St. Mary Church, Alexandria, is hosting a "Baby Shower" for the St. Elizabeth/Coleman Adoption Center. Drop 

off your donations at the baby shower table in the church from now through Oct. 18. Donation ideas: Diapers 

and wipes, bath and baby care needs, baby clothes, maternity tops sizes small-large, gift cards to Walmart, gas 

cards, any other useful items for expectant mothers and babies!  

"Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward."   

Thank you for your donations!  

Enjoy a Marriage Encounter Weekend from the comfort of your own home!  We would not expect a car , or  a 
house heating/air conditioning system to run for years without any servicing, so why do we expect our marriage rela-
tionship to keep running smoothly without a little maintenance?  The Virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-
end gives mar r ied couples the tools to keep their  relationship in top running condition.  Forthcoming weekends 
are from 9-11 October, 6-8 November, 13-15 November and 20-22 November. Visit www.wwme.org for further  
information. 

Quote from a couple who made a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend:  “Our Weekend will be a dramatic high 
point in our lives for years to come.” 

“Forty Days For Life” 2020 Fall Campaign started September 23rd.  It will continue until Sunday, November 

1st.  Please pray during this time for an end to abortion and for the safety for all vigil participants who will be 

praying at abortion centers during this time.       

Knights of Columbus Pizza Night! 

 The Knights will host a pizza night on Oct. 3rd from 2PM-8PM.  PLEASE ORDER YOUR PIZZA BY 

PHONE PRIOR TO COMING IN.  There will be NO BUFFET and limited seating to eat in.  Carry outs will be 

available.  Pizzas will be sold as full pizzas.  Sizes are 8”, 12” and 15”.  Call 765-274-5311 to order you        

delicious pizza! 

RCIA 

 Our Inquiry gatherings for RCIA will begin this Tuesday (Sept. 29th) from 7:00 PM till 8:30 PM 

at St. Mary church annex, located at 1115 Pearl St.  Everyone is welcome, but sessions will be centering 

on those  persons interested in learning about Catholicism and perhaps becoming Catholic Christians.  For 

information, call Anita at St. Ambrose 765-644-5956 or Jan at St. Mary 765-644-8467. 

http://www.wwme.org/





