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Off the Top of My Head… 
Back in the early spring at Our Lady of Grace in Noblesville, I remember mentioning the need to start think-
ing about how we were going to make the transition back to “normal.” I knew that it would not be as simple 
as it sounded.  
Although this was an important topic, a discussion was very premature. I, perhaps like many others, believed 
that we would be moving toward “normal” much sooner than has actually happened. 
Now it’s time to start thinking about this again, here in the Anderson-Alexandria Pastorate. With announce-
ments of two vaccines that may soon become available, we can say that there is a tiny, far-off light at the end 
of the tunnel.   
I would not even care to guess about what timelines we should expect to follow. There is still much uncertain-
ty, and the process will no doubt move slowly and imperfectly.  
And we are hearing, from reliable resources, dire warnings about the next two or three months. So our prima-
ry focus must be on continuing the practices that are proven to help stop the spread of the virus: Social dis-
tancing, wearing masks in public, avoiding crowds, staying home when ill (and maybe even when healthy!), 
and regular handwashing/sanitizing.  
And we will need to continue to focus on each other – making phone calls, checking in, helping out where we 
can, and supporting each other in multiple ways, even more so now than in the early days of the pandemic.  
I’m afraid that we have become numb to the numbers; a death toll of 275,000 is too mind-boggling to consid-
er. So we need to intentionally recommit ourselves to the care and the carefulness that marked the beginning 
of the pandemic. 
At the same time, we need to start thinking about making that transition back to fuller participation in the life 
and ministry of our parishes. And as we do that, we should also be thinking about what we have learned dur-
ing this time that may help us to enhance our parishes’ life and ministry “post-Covid.”  
I, for one, am looking forward to restoring the Sign of Peace, having meetings with six people at one table, 
shaking hands and hugging, and maybe a big mask-burning party.  
But first things first.  
This kind of waiting is similar to that which Advent calls us. Of course, what we truly await is not a vaccine, 
but a Savior.  
Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
        Fr. Tom Metzger 
           December 6, 2020 

                      December 6, 2020 

                   Second Sunday of Advent 

  6 December 2020 

                Segundo Domingo de Adviento 



  Si recuerdo bien... 
 
A principios de la primavera en Our Lady of Grace en Noblesville, recuerdo haber mencionado la necesidad 
de comenzar a pensar en cómo íbamos a hacer la transición de regreso a la “normalidad”. Sabía que no sería tan 
simple como parecía. 
Aunque este fue un tema importante, una discusión fue muy prematura. Yo, tal vez como muchos otros, creí que 
estaríamos avanzando hacia lo “normal” mucho antes de lo que realmente sucedió. 
Ahora es el momento de empezar a pensar en esto de nuevo, aquí en la Pastoral Anderson-Alexandria. Con los 
anuncios de dos vacunas que pronto estarán disponibles, podemos decir que hay una luz diminuta y lejana al final del 
túnel. 
Ni siquiera me importaría adivinar qué líneas de tiempo deberíamos esperar seguir. Todavía hay mucha 
incertidumbre y sin duda el proceso avanzará lenta e imperfectamente. 
Y estamos escuchando, de fuentes confiables, advertencias espantosas sobre los próximos dos o tres meses. Por lo 
tanto, nuestro enfoque principal debe ser continuar con las prácticas que han demostrado ayudar a detener la 
propagación del virus: distanciamiento social, uso de máscaras en público, evitar multitudes, quedarse en casa cuando 
está enfermo (¡y tal vez incluso cuando está sano!) Y lavarse las manos con regularidad. desinfectar. 
Y tendremos que seguir enfocándonos el uno en el otro, haciendo llamadas telefónicas, registrándose, ayudando 
donde podamos y apoyándonos mutuamente de múltiples maneras, incluso más ahora que en los primeros días de la 
pandemia. 
Me temo que nos hemos vuelto insensibles a los números; un número de muertos de 275.000 es demasiado 
abrumador para considerarlo. Por lo tanto, debemos volver a comprometernos intencionalmente con el cuidado y el 
cuidado que marcó el comienzo de la pandemia. 
Al mismo tiempo, debemos comenzar a pensar en hacer esa transición de regreso a una participación más plena en la 
vida y el ministerio de nuestras parroquias. Y mientras hacemos eso, también deberíamos pensar en lo que hemos 
aprendido durante este tiempo que puede ayudarnos a mejorar la vida y el ministerio de nuestras parroquias "post-
Covid". 
Yo, por mi parte, estoy ansioso por restaurar el Signo de la Paz, tener reuniones con seis personas en una mesa, 
estrechar la mano y abrazar, y tal vez una gran fiesta para quemar máscaras. 
 
Pero lo primero es lo primero. 
 
Este tipo de espera es similar al que nos llama el Adviento. Por supuesto, lo que realmente esperamos no es una 
vacuna, sino un Salvador. 
¡Ven, Señor Jesús! 
 
                                                                                                                                P. Tom Metzger 
                                                                                                                                6 de diciembre de 2020 
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Pastor:  Father Tom Metzger– fr.tmetzger@dol-in.org, Father Dave Hellmann –fr.dhellmann@dol-in.org,  

Father Marty Sandhage –fr.msandhage@dol-in.org, Deacon Mike Burns 

 

Business Manager: Harriett Russel -St. Ambrose and St. Mary Anderson         

 Parish Secretaries: Anita Myers & Jan Adams M-W-F 

 Madison King St. Mary Alexandria  

Holy Cross School Principal:  Tina Neal  

St. Mary School Principal:  Rachel Duckworth  

Confessions—St. Mary Anderson-Saturday, 2:30-3:30 PM: St. Mary Alexandria-Saturday, 3:30-4:00 PM                             
St. Ambrose -Saturday,4:00-5:00 PM 
December Reconciliation Schedule:  
Dec. 5 St. Mary And.  10:00-12:00 AM                                 Dec. 10 St. Mary Alex. 2:00-4:00  
Dec. 11 St. Ambrose 11:00 AM-1:00 PM                              Dec. 17 St Mary Alex. 6:30 PM ( Only if there is 
Dec. 19 St. Ambrose 10:00-11:30 ( There will            bad weather on the 10th) 
be 2 additional Spanish speaking priests.  
Habrá 2 sacerdotes adicionales de habla hispana)         



STEWARDSHIP 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
visit our website  - www.https://stambrosestmary.org                                               

On Line Giving— visit us at the following:                                                              

   St. Ambrose—https://osvhub.com/st-ambrose-church-anderson/funds 

                                    St. Mary Anderson—https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/13 

                                    St. Mary Alexandria—www.maryandjosephchurches.com.  

St. Ambrose                                                             

YTD Giving         $ 392,103        YTD Expenses     $  371,869 

St. Mary                     

YTD  Giving        $ 410,877         YTD Expenses    $  423,131 

Renovation Fund $  266,113   of  $330,000 Phase 1 

St. Mary Alexandria 

YTD Giving         $ 587,450         YTD Expenses     $ 431,125 
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Monday 7-Dec.  8:00 AM St. Ambrose Poor Souls 

    8:00 AM St. Mary And.  Betty Brownfield 

    4:30 PM St. Mary Alex.  Jim Brenner  

    

5:30 PM St. Ambrose  Deceased of the Sorg & Backous 
Families  

Tuesday 8-Dec.  8:00 AM St. Mary Alex.  Florence Crist  

    8:30 AM St. Mary And.  Emma Gall 

Wednesday 9-Dec. 8:00 AM St. Ambrose Rita Elaine Chezem  

    
8:00 AM St. Mary Alex. Living and Deceased of the Mehling 

& Stephens Families  

    11:30 AM St. Vincent Hosp. Poor Souls  

Thursday  10-Dec.  8:00 AM St. Ambrose Deceased of the George Mehling 
Family  

    8:30 AM St. Mary And.  Jane Busing  

Friday  11-Dec.  8:00 AM St. Mary Alex. David Crist  

    8:10 AM St. Ambrose  Grant Lierman  

Saturday 12-Dec. 4:00 PM St. Mary And. Beta Kincaid Brovich  

    4:30 PM St. Mary Alex.  George Dewey Mehling Family  

    5:30 PM St. Ambrose Juanita Reyes  

Sunday 13-Dec.  7:30 AM St. Mary And. Jeanne Papai 

    8:30 AM St. Mary Alex. Carol Etchison  

    9:30 AM St. Ambrose Pro Populo  

    11:30 AM St. Mary And. Emma Gall  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 Catholic Ministries Appeal: Here is the CMA report for the Anderson-Alexandria Pastorate:  
  
  
   
 
 
 

 
Get FORMED This Advent! 
Looking for Advent reflections to get you spiritually focused this year?  Sign up to receive FREE daily Advent 
emails with reflections on the “Road to Bethlehem.”  at https://www.formed.org/advent.  You can indicate to  
receive an email with reflections for adults and kids or both.  These daily emails will include a short video 
reflection and a suggested action item for the day.  Blessing for the Advent season as we journey together on this 
road towards Christ.  If you have questions about FORMED or this Advent options, please call Patty Brooks at  
(317) 409-5244 (text/cell). 
 
Knights of Columbus-Carry Out Only  
The tenderloin dinner at the K of C on Dec.5th will be carry-out only.  Masks will be required and meals will be 
carry out only. That  includes our chicken fry on the second Saturday, Dec. 12th.  January’s dinners have not be 
affected (as of yet). The first dinner has not been decided, but the chicken fry will be on the 2nd Saturday, 
Jan.9th. Our other dinner has not been scheduled as of yet with the 1st Saturday being New Year’s weekend. 
Will update as soon as decided..  Thanks.  
 Note the days and dates,   December… Saturday Dec. 12th……Chicken fry  5-7:30 
All meals are at the Columbian Hall and are $10 for adults and $5 for kids.   
 
Volunteers Needed at St. Ambrose Church for  the annual washing of the church pews and deep cleaning 
of the church for Christmas on Monday, December 14th, after the 8:00 AM Mass.  PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
AND WE WILL TRY TO SOCIAL DISTANCE TO STAY SAFE!  All supplies furnished, just bring a small 
bucket, if you can.  We will start about 8:45.  If you can spare an hour or two that would make the job go much 
quicker.  Any questions, call the Sager’s at 765-642-6368 or Marilyn’s cell 765-278-4754. 
 
Truck Unloaders Needed 
Pete’s Pantry in Alexandria is in need of help on Tuesdays in December.  They need help unloading a truck of  
food and sorting through it.  If you can help please contact Sue Allen at 765-425-3117 or Susie Remington at  
765-425-7370. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How to report an incident of sexual abuse of a minor:  If you or someone you know has been a victim of child sexual abuse 
by a person working for the Roman Catholic Church in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana (such as a priest, deacon, sister, 
brother, lay officer, lay employee, lay volunteer, etc.) you are requested to report the incident in the following manner: 
1) Make a report to Child Protective Services by calling 800-800-5556.  2) Call the Office of the Vicar General (800-942-
2397) or the Office of Assistance Ministry (800-533-7018) for the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana.  3) Compose in writing 
a detailed description of the facts/incidents of the abuse and send it as soon as possible to: Mr. Max Layden, 712 Chase 
Building, Lafayette, IN 47901.  4) Thereafter, an investigation will be undertaken by or on behalf of the Diocese of Lafa-
yette-in-Indiana. 
Cómo denunciar un incidente de abuso sexual contra un menor:  Si usted o alguien que conoce ha sido víctima del abuso 
sexual infantil por parte de una persona que trabaje para la Iglesia Católica-Romana en la Diócesis de Lafayette en Indiana 
(tal como un sacerdote, diácono, religioso, funcionario laico, empleado, voluntario, etc.) se le pide que denuncie el inci-
dente de la siguiente forma:  1) Realice una denuncia ante la organización de protección para menores llamando al 800-800
-5556.  2) Llame a la Oficina del Vicario General (800-942-2397) o a la oficina del ministerio de asistencia (800-533-7018) 
de la Diócesis de Lafayette en Indiana. 3) Redacte una descripción detallada de los hechos e incidentes de dicho abuso y 
envíela tan pronto como sea posible a:  Mr. Max Layden, 712 Chase Building, Lafayette, IN 47901.  4) Posteriormente, la 
Diócesis de Lafayette en Indiana o un representante de ésta, llevará a cabo una investigación. 
  
Speak up if you know of or suspect any unethical behavior.  The Hotline is confidential, anonymous, and available 24/7.  
dioceseoflafayetteinindiana.ethicspoint.com 855-375-6796 

Mandatory Campaign Goal  $   186,658   You may give on line at www.dol-in.org/CMA 

Pledge Total  $   169,000   Place your card in the offertory basket.  

Pledge Percentage of Total          91%  or mail it to PO Box 11040 Lewiston, ME 04243 

Number of Pledges          247   



 

 

Classes are beginning for Sacrament Preparation! 

Children 2nd grade or older may prepare to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion.  

Children age 13 or older may prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

We also offer preparation classes for children age 7 and above, who have not been baptized. 

Please email Christine at cvincent-rodas@parish.dol-in.org or call the parish office for more information or to  

Register your child(ren) today. 

Religious Education Materials Have Arrived  

This year due to COVID, Religious Education classes are homebased.  Materials are available for students grades  

K-9th as well as parent guides.  Each lesson follows the Gospel reading of the weekend.  Please email Christine at  

cvincent-rodas@parish.dol-in.org or call the parish office for more information or to register.  

¡Empiezan las clases de preparación para los sacramentos de primero comunión y confirmación!   

Los niños de segundo grado o mayores pueden prepararse para recibir los sacramentos de la reconciliación y la sa-

grada comunión.  

Los niños de 13 años o más pueden prepararse para recibir el sacramento de la confirmación.  

También ofrecemos clases de preparación para niños de 7 años o más, que no han sido bautizados.  

Para obtener más información mande un mensaje por texto a 765-602-5312 con su nombre, los nombres de sus hijos 

y para cual sacramentos quiere inscribirse.  También puede enviar un correo electrónico a Christine a cvincent-

rodas@parish.dol-in.org o llame a la oficina parroquial para obtener más información o para inscribirse a su(s) hijo

(s).  ¡Gracias!   

Han llegado los materiales de educación religiosa   

Este año debido a COVID, las clases de educación religiosa se imparten en el hogar. Los materiales están disponi-

bles para los estudiantes de los grados K-9, así como guías para los padres. Cada lección sigue la lectura del Evan-

gelio del fin de semana.  Para obtener más información o para registrarse mande un texto a 765-602-5312 o envíe un 

correo electrónico a Christine a cvincent-rodas@parish.dol-in.org.   También pueden pasar a la oficina parroquial en 

el anexo de la escuela en Santa María en viernes a recibir sus materiales.  ¡Gracias!     

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 Next weekend December 12th & 13th St. Vincent de Paul will be at the church doors of St. Ambrose and  
St. Mary Anderson to collect your donations for the needy in our community.  Please be as generous as you can be 
during this difficult time.  
 
Happy Feast Days 
 December 7th-St. Ambrose and December 8th The Immaculate Conception of our Blessed Mother, Let’s 
pray for our parish and pastorate in our homes.  Let’s reflect on both the Immaculate Conception of our Blessed 
Mother and our special feast days.  
 
 To commemorate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and the forthcoming celebration of Jesus’ birth, 
let’s remember the innocent babies throughout the world.  All in our pastorate our welcome to pray the following 
prayer as a novena (9 days consecutive days of prayer):  “Jesus, Mary, Joseph, I love you very much.  I beg you to 
spare the life of the unborn child that I have spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion.  Amen.”  
 (Bishop Fulton Sheen) 
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