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Off the Top of My Head… 
Recently the U.S. Catholic Bishops made a public statement discouraging Catholics from using the Covid-19 vac-
cine produced by Johnson and Johnson.   
This statement arose from the ethical concern that some vaccines at least partially result from the use of abortion-
derived stem cell lines. The Catholic Church teaches that abortion is “intrinsically evil,” which means that abortion 
always causes the termination of a human life, and so can never be morally justified. But the Church does NOT 
teach that the use of abortion-derived stem cell lines is intrinsically evil. 
This does not justify the development of these stem cell lines. It does not mean that a good end (outcome) justifies 
an immoral means (the process for achieving that outcome).  
Traditionally, Catholic moral theology considers three aspects of any moral decision: the action, the intention(s), 
and other circumstances. When an action is not considered “intrinsically evil” (always wrong with no exceptions), 
the other two aspects become very important. So this particular moral question cannot be answered simply “Yes” or 
“No.” 
Most of us prefer definite, definitive answers but many moral judgments are not so well-defined. We all know of 
situations where a particular behavior may be virtuous in one circumstance and sinful in another. This is true both 
for everyday decisions and for sophisticated issues of medical ethics.  
The creation and development of stem cell lines from aborted fetuses is morally wrong. But the use of vaccines de-
veloped from these lines may be justified, especially when there are no other options. However, according to the 
Bishops’ statement, “if one can choose,...the vaccine with the least connection to abortion-derived cell lines should 
be chosen.” The Bishops single out (and discourage, but do not forbid) the use of the Johnson and Johnson vaccine, 
and not those of Moderna and Pfizer, because Johnson and Johnson used these stem-cell lines to produce the      
vaccine, while Pfizer and Moderna used them in testing only.  
In any case, Catholics are not forbidden from receiving any vaccine.  
To fit all this information into a brief column, I have had to oversimplify. Please read the statement on the U.S. 
Bishops’ website, usccb.org. Also, an article by American Catholic medical ethicist Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, 
Ph.D., which was published in the Catholic Moment a few weeks ago, is available on Fr. Tad’s website, father-
tad.com, under the title “Vaccines and Other Entanglements with Abortion.”  
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Reflexión Del Padre Tom…. 
Recientemente, los obispos católicos de Estados Unidos. Hicieron una declaración pública en la que desanimaban a 
los católicos de usar la vacuna Covid-19 producida por Johnson y Johnson. 
Esta declaración surgió de la preocupación ética de que algunas vacunas resultan, al menos parcialmente, del uso de 
líneas de células madres derivadas del aborto. La Iglesia Católica enseña que el aborto es "intrínsecamente malo", lo 
que significa que el aborto siempre provoca la terminación de una vida humana y, por lo tanto, nunca puede 
justificarse moralmente. Pero la Iglesia NO enseña que el uso de líneas de células madre derivadas del aborto nunca 
pueden ser justificadas moralmente. Pero la Iglesia NO enseña que el uso de líneas de células madre derivadas del 
aborto es intrínsecamente maligno.  
Esto no justifica el desarrollo de estas líneas de células madre. No significa que un buen fin (resultado) justifique un 
medio inmoral (el proceso para lograr ese resultado). 
Tradicionalmente, la teología moral católica considera tres aspectos de cualquier decisión moral: la acción, la (s) 
intención (es) y otras circunstancias. Cuando una acción no se considera “intrínsecamente mala” (siempre equivocada 
sin excepciones), los otros dos aspectos se vuelven muy importantes. Así que esta pregunta moral en particular no 
puede responderse simplemente con un "Sí" o un "No". 
La mayoría de nosotros preferimos respuestas definidas y definitivas, pero muchos juicios morales no están tan bien 
definidos. Todos conocemos situaciones en las que un comportamiento en particular puede ser virtuoso en una 
circunstancia y pecaminoso en otra. Esto es cierto tanto para las decisiones cotidianas como para cuestiones 
sofisticadas de ética médica. 
La creación y el desarrollo de líneas de células madre de fetos abortados es moralmente incorrecto. Pero el uso de 
vacunas desarrolladas a partir de estas líneas puede estar justificado, especialmente cuando no existen otras opciones. 
Sin embargo, según la declaración de los obispos, "si se puede elegir, ... se debe elegir la vacuna con la menor 
conexión con las líneas celulares derivadas del aborto". Los obispos destacan (y desalientan, pero no prohíben) el uso 
de la vacuna Johnson y Johnson, y no las de Moderna y Pfizer, porque Johnson y Johnson usaron estas líneas de 
células madre para producir la vacuna, mientras que Pfizer y Moderna usaron ellos solo en las pruebas. 
En cualquier caso, a los católicos no se les prohíbe recibir ninguna vacuna. 
 
Para encajar toda esta información en una breve columna, he tenido que simplificar demasiado. Por favor lea la 
declaración en el sitio web de los obispos de Estados Unidos., Usccb.org. También, un artículo del doctor en ética 
médica católica estadounidense, el padre Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., que se publicó en Catholic Moment hace unas 
semanas, está disponible en el sitio web de Tad, fathertad.com, bajo el título "Vacunas y otros enredos con el aborto". 
         
 
 
                                                                                                                                                Fr. Tom Metzger 
            March 7, 2021 
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CONFESSION TIMES on Saturdays-St. Mary Anderson will be 1:00-2:00 PM until further notice, to en-
able social distancing, Confessions will take place in the sacristy. 
St. Ambrose will be 4:00-5:00 PM. 
St. Mary Alexandria will be 3:30-4:00 PM 
 
HORARIO DE CONFESIÓN los sábados-St. Mary Anderson será de 1: 00-2: 00 PM hasta nuevo aviso, 
para permitir el distanciamiento social, las Confesiones se llevarán a cabo en la sacristía. 
St. Ambrose será de 4: 00-5: 00 PM. 



STEWARDSHIP 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

visit our website  - www.https://stambrosestmary.org                                               
On Line Giving— visit us at the following:                                                              

   St. Ambrose—https://osvhub.com/st-ambrose-church-anderson/funds 

                                    St. Mary Anderson—https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/13 

                                    St. Mary Alexandria—https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/choosegifts/

St. Ambrose                                                               

YTD Giving         $    73,931       YTD Expenses      $       57,186 

St. Mary                     

YTD  Giving        $    77,124       YTD Expenses      $       65,024 

Renovation Fund  $  281,617 of  $330,000 Phase 1 

St. Mary Alexandria 

YTD Giving          $    83,333         YTD Expenses     $      97,259 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday 8-Mar. 8:00 AM     
8:00 AM  

St. Ambrose              
St. Mary And. 

Poor Souls                                                  
Rosemary Abel  

Tuesday 9-Mar. 8:00 AM St. Ambrose  Betty Brownfield  

Wednesday 10-Mar.  8:00 AM              
8:00 AM          

11:30 AM 

St. Ambrose                  
St. Mary Alex.               
St. Vincent Hosp.       

Dec'd of George Mehling Family                                 
Liv. & dec'd of Mehling & Stephens Fam.                         
Betty Brownfield                                                                                                             

Thursday  11-Mar. 8:00 AM                           
8:30 AM 

St. Ambrose         
St. Mary And  

Raymond Novak                                                                    
Albert Stoner 

Friday  12-Mar.  8:10 AM                           
8:00 AM 

St. Ambrose                          
St. Mary Alex. 

Grant Lierman                                              
Everett Duffy 

Saturday 13-Mar.  4:00 PM St. Mary And JasonFrazier                                        

    4:30 PM    
5:30 PM 

St. Mary Alex.                  
St. Ambrose 

George Dewey Mehling                                          
Poor Souls                                                                                                                   

       

Sunday 14-Mar.  7:30 AM St. Mary And. Teresa Lyle 

    8:30 AM St. Mary Alex. Bill Clabaugh  

    9:30 AM St. Ambrose Healing Intentions for Jennifer Wilken 

    11:30 AM St. Mary And. Pro Populo  
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Spiritual Life  

Stations of the Cross are conducted every Fr iday at 7:00 PM at all three par ishes.  There will not be any 
on Good Friday.  

 

Lenten Reconciliation Schedule  
Tuesday, March 9th          St. Mary Alexandria  7:00 - 9:00 PM               
Wednesday, March 10th   St. Mary Anderson    7:00 - 8:00 PM  
Thursday, March 11th      St. Ambrose               7:00 - 8:00 PM 
Monday, March 15th        St. Mary Anderson    8:30-10:00 AM 
Tuesday, March 16th        St. Ambrose              8:30-10:00 AM 
Friday, March 19th           St. Mary Alexandria 8:30-10:00 AM 
Thursday, March 25th      St. Ambrose               4:00 - 5:00 PM 
Thursday, March 25th      St. Mary Alexandria  4:00 - 5:00 PM 
Friday, March 26th           St. Mary Anderson    4:00 - 5:00 PM 
 

 
 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 
Since Wednesday, Feb. 17th, when the 2021 Spring Campaign of 40 days for Life began, 101 babies have been 
known to have been spared from abortion!  This campaign will continue until Sunday, March 28th.  Please con-
tinue to pray and fast during this time for an end of abortion and for the safety of the vigil participants who will 
be praying at abortion centers during these 40 days. More information can be found at  
www.40daysforlife.com/INDIANAPOLIS 
 
 

Important D of I Meeting at St. Mary, Alexandria  
The Daughters of Isabella (D of I) St. Elizabeth Seton circle will be meeting on  Tuesday, March 16 at 6:00PM 
in Zimmer Hall. All current members are encouraged to attend. Discussions will focus on the next steps in the 
formation of the new parish women's ministry. Topics will include (but not limited to) the scope of the new 
ministry, the review of proposed bylaws, and more. Materials about the new proposed ministry will be available 
in the narthex of the church for current D of I members to review prior to this meeting. If attending the 
meeting in person, please be sure to wear a mask and plan to follow the current COVID guidelines followed by 
the church.    
As a reminder to all current members and as a general notification to the parish: the Daughters of Isabella (D of 
I) St. Elizabeth Seton circle is sadly being disbanded after nearly 100 years at the parish. This decision was 
made due to ongoing expenses required by the international and state levels of the D of I organization coupled 
by the inability to raise enough funds to address the goals of the group. Members present at a meeting held late 
in 2020 voted unanimously to disband the local D of I circle. Also unanimously agreed upon was the need to 
create a new women's ministry or group.   
   
If anyone has questions or is unable to attend the meeting, please contact Fran Crist at  (765) 639-2107 (voice/
text) or Karen Gilson (765) 610-1315 (voice/text).  

 

   

   

  “Anxious hearts are very heavy, but a word of encouragement does wonders” 

        Proverbs 12:25 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Knights of Columbus 
Our Lenten fish fries are on Fridays of Lent from 5-7:30 PM. The cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children.  Greg Acra will 
once again be grilling when the weather is permitted, either salmon or trout with sides for $15.  Theses dinners are limited to 15 
per week, so reserve yours by calling Joe Lambert at (765) 606-8711, between 11:00 AM on Mondays and 1:00 PM on 
Wednesdays to reserve yours.  You must call each week to set your order.   Masks are required when you come into the hall and 
while you are in line. We will have seating for 50 people at a time, and while you are seated (eating/drinking) you may remove 
your mask.  If you get up to get a drink, or go to the restroom, etc. you must put your mask back on.    
 
 
St. Mary (Anderson) food pantry is in need of toilet paper  and paper  towels.  The next tr ip to the grocery re-
member the needy in our community.   
 
 
Holy Cross School News 
During Lent, Holy Cross School students are collecting canned vegetables to donate to the Soup Kitchen in the       
St. Mary Annex. We are also saying our prayers, going to Confession and making our individual sacrifices on a daily 
basis.  
We would like to thank all who participated in The Day of Giving on February 2nd. The donations totaled $2,135.00. 
Donations will go towards Field Day and a few other surprises for the students that are currently in the works! We 
thank you for your generous support for Holy Cross School.  
 
Re-enrollment is due on April 2, 2021. After this date, open enrollment will be offered to new students. Many classes 
are at capacity. Make sure your student is enrolled for next year in order to save his/her seat! 
 
Durante la Cuaresma, los estudiantes de Holy Cross School están recolectando vegetales enlatados para donarlos al 
comedor social en el anexo St. Mary. También decimos nuestras oraciones, nos confesamos y hacemos nuestros sac-
rificios individuales a diario. 
 
Nos gustaría agradecer a todos los que participaron en el Día de la Donación el 2 de febrero. Las donaciones sumaron 
$2,135.00. ¡Las donaciones se destinarán al Día de Campo y algunas otras sorpresas para los estudiantes que están 
actualmente en proceso! Le agradecemos su generoso apoyo a Holy Cross School. 
 
La inscripción vence el 2 de abril de 2021. Después de esta fecha, se ofrecerá inscripción abierta a los nuevos estu-
diantes. Muchas clases están completas. ¡Asegúrese de que su estudiante esté inscrito para el próximo año para poder 
guardar su asiento! 
 
 
Pete’s Pantry in Alexandria  
Pete's Pantry needs a variety of food and non-food items. Special request was made for egg cartons. Plastic bags are 
always appreciated. Cereals, canned meats, pasta, canned fruits and vegetables, and personal hygiene items are fre-
quently needed. Donated items can be dropped off in the Narthex of St. Mary Church, Alexandria.   
  
Monetary donations are especially appreciated to help buy items in bulk. Checks can be made out to "Pete's Pantry" 
and mailed directly to Pete's Pantry at the address noted below.   
 
  
Reminder: Pete's Pantry--located in the Lutheran Church, 309 West Washington St., Alexandria--is open to resi-
dents of Alexandria, Summitville, and Orestes. Residents of these communities can visit the pantry up to 3 times each 
month. Current hours of operation: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 9:30am - 11:00am. Call Pete's Pantry at 
(765) 724-7566 for more information.  
 
 






