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Off the Top of My Head...

Last week [ wrote about a prayer intention which was originally intended to be included at Mass, but which I decided to omit.
It was a prayer for unarmed people killed in police actions. I had composed it for the weekend Masses. I mentioned that for
some people, this prayer may have sounded like a prayer against police. But I proposed the following comparison: Just as a
prayer for the victims of clergy sex abuse is not a prayer against clergy, prayer for unarmed victims of police actions is not a
prayer against police. (I realize that this comparison may or may not be convincing to everyone.) We can consider how other
prayer intentions might be subject to similar interpretations, as follows. (These examples are not an exercise in sarcasm.)

When we pray for God’s blessings on mothers, how do those prayers affect women with fertility issues or people whose
mothers deserted or physically abused them? When we pray for the divorced, how do these prayers sound to the married
couples in the assembly? Or when we pray for those who are married, how does that feel to the divorced? When we pray
against abortion, what might be happening in the heart of a woman who had an abortion years ago and, finally getting past
the shame, has worked up the courage to come to the Mass when this prayer intention was announced?

When we pray for African-American victims of racism, are we excluding Hispanic or Asian victims? Are we praying
against “all white people” as racists? When we pray for the success of Catholic schools, are we praying for the failure of
the public schools? When we pray for immigrants, are we praying against citizens and residents? When we pray for
persecuted Christians, are we excluding non-Christians persecuted for their faith?

Even the most positive and uplifting prayer intention can be experienced (or interpreted) as a source of pain (or at least
discomfort) in a way that was not originally envisioned. Sometimes prayer is very comforting. Sometimes prayer can make us
very uncomfortable. (Remember the prayer of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane: “Father, thy will be done.”)

Some “uncomfortable prayers” can be really good for us as persons and as a community. Again as I conclude this column, I
realize that this topic requires still more reflection. Next week, the third, and (I hope!), final chapter of the story.

Fr. Tom Metzger
May 23, 2021
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La semana pasada escribi sobre una intencion de oracion que originalmente estaba destinada a incluirse en la misa, pero que
decidi omitir. Fue una oracion por las personas desarmadas asesinadas en acciones policiales. Lo, habia compuesto para las
misas de fin de semana. Mencioné que, para algunas personas, esta oracion puedo haber soflado como una oracion contra la
policia. Pero propongo la siguiente comparacion: asi como una oracién por las victimas de abuso sexual del clero NO es una
oracion contra el clero, la oracion por las victimas desarmadas de policiales NO es una oracion contra la policia. (Me doy
cuenta de que esta comparacion NO puede resultar convincente para todos). Podemos considerar como otras oraciones
pueden estar sujetas a interpretaciones similares. (Estos ejemplos NO son sarcasmo).

Cuando oramos para que Dios bendiga a las madres, ;,como es que estas oraciones afectan a las mujeres con problemas de
fertilidad o a las personas cuyas madres las abandonaron o abusaron fisicamente de ellas? Cuando oramos por los
divorciados, ;como les suenan estas oraciones a las parejas casadas en la asamblea? O cuando oramos por los casados, ;cémo
se sienten los divorciados? Cuando oramos contra el aborto, ;qué podria estar sucediendo en el corazén de una mujer que
tuvo un aborto hace afios y, finalmente ha superado la vergiienza, ha reunido el valor para asistir a Misa escucho esta intencion
de oracion?

Cuando oramos por las victimas afroamericanas que han sufrido racismo, ;estamos excluyendo a las victimas hispanas o
asidticas? ;Estamos rezando contra "toda la gente blanca" como racistas? Cuando oramos por el éxito de las escuelas
catolicas, ¢estamos orando por el fracaso de las escuelas ptiblicas? Cuando oramos por los inmigrantes, ;Estamos orando en
contra de los ciudadanos o residentes? Cuando oramos por los cristianos perseguidos, /Estamos excluyendo a los que no son
cristianos y que son perseguidos por su fe?

Incluso la intencion de oracion mds positiva y edificante puede experimentarse (o interpretarse) como una fuente de dolor (o
malestar) de una manera que no se habia previsto originalmente. A veces, la oracion es muy reconfortante. A veces, la
oracion puede hacernos sentir muy incomodos. (Recuerden la oracion de Jesus en el Huerto de Getsemani: “Padre, hdgase tu
voluntad”.) Algunas “oraciones incomodas” pueden ser muy buenas para nosotros como personas y como comunidad.

Una vez mas, al concluir esta columna, me doy cuenta de que este tema requiere aun mas reflexion. La semana que viene, el
tercer y (jespero!) sea el tltimo Capitulo de la historia.

Fr. Tom Metzger | N COME, HOLY SPIRI]
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SANTO, LLENA LOS
CORAZONES DE TUS FIELES

CONFESSION TIMES on Saturdays-St. Mary
Anderson will be 1:00-2:00 PM until further notice,
to enable social distancing, Confessions will take
place in the sacristy. Confessions cancelled at St.
Mary Anderson on June 5 at 1:00 PM. St.
Ambrose will be 4:00-5:00 PM. St. Mary
Alexandria will be 3:30-4:00 PM

HORARIO DE CONFESION los sabados-St.
Mary Anderson serd de 1: 00-2: 00 PM hasta nuevo
aviso, para permitir el distanciamiento social, las
Confesiones se llevardn a cabo en la sacristia.
Confesiones canceladas en St. Mary Anderson el
5 de junio a la 1:00 PM. St. Ambrose sera de
4:00-5:00 PM. St. Mary Alexandria sera de 3:30-
4:00 PM




STEWARDSHIP 3

St. Ambrose

YTD Giving $ 167,409 YTD Expenses $ 118,971

St. Mary

YTD Giving $ 185,042 YTD Expenses $ 153,791

St. Mary Alexandria

YTD Giving $ 270,584 YTD Expenses $ 235,790

visit our website - www.https://stambrosestmary.org
On Line Giving— visit us at the following:

St. Ambrose—https://osvhub.com/st-ambrose-church-anderson/funds
St. Mary Anderson—nhttps://https://osvhub.com/stmaryanderson/funds
St. Mary Alexandria—https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/choosegifts/

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday May 24 | 8:00 AM |St. Ambrose Poor Souls
8:00 AM |[St. Mary And. Ronald Rhoten
Tuesday May 25 | 8:00 AM |St. Ambrose Betty Brownfield
Wednesday | May 26 | 8:00 AM |St. Ambrose Grant Lierman
8:00 AM |St. Mary Alex. George Dewey Mehling Family
11:30 AM [St. Vincent Hosp. Bill Wrin
Thursday May 27 | 8:00 AM |St. Ambrose James Coker
8:30 AM |St. Mary And. Ken Sauter
Friday May 28 | 8:00 AM |St. Mary Alex. Jim Brenner
8:00 AM |[St. Ambrose Dec'd of George Mehling Family
Saturday May 29 |10:00 AM |St. Ambrose Int. of the 1st Communicants
4:00 PM |St. Mary And. Robert Adams
4:30 PM |St. Mary Alex. Diana Boyer
5:30 PM |St. Ambrose Poor Souls
Sunday May 30 | 7:30 AM |St. Mary And. Donald Kriner
8:30 AM |St. Mary Alex. Liv. & Dec'd of Mehling & Stephan Fam.
9:30 AM |St. Ambrose Pro Populo
11:30 AM |St. Mary And. Poor Souls

Bulletin Deadline: To have announcements published in the Anderson-Alexandria Pastorate Bulletin, please email
them to stambrose2801@gmail.com by Thursday at 12:00 Noon (at the latest) for publication the following week-
end.

Anuncios para el boletin: Para publicar anuncios en el Boletin de la Pastora Anderson-Alexandria, envie un correo
electrénico a stambrose2801@gmail.com antes de los jueves a las 12:00 del mediodia (a mas tardar) para su publi-
cacion en el fin de semana siguiente.
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CONFESSIONS AT 1:00 PM ON JUNE S ARE CANCELLED AT ST. MARY ANDERSON.

Rosaries Before Masses in May (St. Mary, Alexandria)- The rosary recitations will begin 30 minutes prior to the
start of each Saturday and Sunday Masses during the month of May. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!

Save the Date

Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be July 19-23. The theme is “On A Quest For God’s Kingdom” We need
volunteers to help with music, passing out snacks, games, crafts, group leaders and decorating. Volunteers can be
middle schoolers, high schoolers and adults. If interested, please contact Amanda Huffman by email at
huffman.amanda5@gmail.com.

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE: As summer arrives, we will be making some changes in our weekday Mass
schedule due to our priests’ absences. The diocesan Priests” Convocation takes place June 7-10 and all three priests
are participating. The priests are planning on some vacation time and Fr. Dave Hellmann will be having knee
replacement surgery. (Please keep him in your prayers!) In addition, now that school is out, we are moving the
Masses on Thursday and Friday back to 8:00 am until the new school year begins at Holy Cross School in Anderson.
Finally, the diocesan ordination Mass is on Saturday, June 5, and there will be no 1:00 pm confessions at St. Mary’s
in Anderson that day. Confused? Think of how confused the priests were as they worked on this schedule!
Here’s what to expect for the next two months:

o Saturday, June 5: NO 1:00 pm Confessions at St. Mary’s, Anderson

o Tuesday through Thursday, June 8-10: No Masses at any parishes in the Anderson-Alexandria Pastorate

e Beginning June 14 and ending September 3: Weekday Masses are as follows:

e Monday: 8:00, St. Ambrose (no Mass at St. Mary’s, Anderson)

e Tuesday: 8:00, St. Ambrose

e Wednesday: 8:00, St. Mary’s, Alexandria and St. Ambrose

e Thursday: 8:00*, St. Mary’s, And. (no Mass at St. Ambrose)

o Friday: 8:00*, St. Mary’s, Alexandria, and St. Ambrose

o ** Thursday's Mass at 8:00 will move to 8:30 from July 29, and Friday's Mass at 8:00 will move to 8:10

from July 30, the first week of classes at Holy Cross.

THE DISPENSATION FROM THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION TO ATTEND MASS IS BEING LIFTED:
Beginning June 12-13, 2021, the general dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass is lifted throughout the
state of Indiana. This means that, except for the unique situations as described below, those who are otherwise
healthy are obliged to participate in Sunday Mass beginning the weekend of June 12-13, 2021. The exceptions are:
e Those who are seriously ill, exhibit flu-like symptoms and/or may have a contagious disease
(including quarantine due to exposure).
e Those who are unable to attend Mass through no fault of their own (e.g. transportation issue).
e Those who are homebound and/or incapacitated due to age, infirmity and/or medical
restrictions.
o Those who have compromised health conditions and/or at high risk of contracting the virus.
e Those who are caretakers of person who are sick or of persons at high-risk of serious illness
if they contract Covid virus.
If you have any questions about any specific needs, concerns or protocols, you are advised to contact the parish
directly. As your pastor, Fr. Tom has the authority to dispense in individual cases and he and Fr. Marty and Fr. Dave
can be helpful in addressing individual fears and concerns.
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Vida espiritual

LAS CONFESIONES A LA 1:00 PM DEL S DE JUNIO SE CANCELAN EN ST. MARY ANDERSON.

LA ESCUELA BIBLICA DE VACACIONES (VBS) PARA NINOS

serd del 19 al 23 de julio. El tema es "En busca del Reino de Dios" Necesitamos

voluntarios para ayudar con la musica, repartiendo bocadillos, juegos, manualidades, lideres de grupo y decoracion. Los
voluntarios pueden ser estudiantes de secundaria, secundaria y adultos. Si esta interesado, comuniquese con Amanda Huffman
por correo electronico a

huffman.amanda5@gmail.com.

SE LEVANTA LA DISPENSACION DE LA OBLIGACION DOMINICAL DE ASISTIR A LA MISA:
A partir del 12 y 13 de junio de 2021, se levanta la dispensa general de la obligacion de asistir a la Misa en todo el estado de
Indiana. Esto significa que, a excepcion de situaciones Unicas que se describen a continuacion, aquellos que por lo demas estan
sanos estan obligados a participar en misa dominical a partir del fin de semana del 12 y 13 de junio de 2021. Las excepciones
son:
e Aquellos que estan gravemente enfermos, presentan sintomas similares a los de la gripe y / o pueden tener una
enfermedad contagiosa (incluyendo la cuarentena debido a la exposicion).
e Aquellos que no pueden asistir a Misa por causas ajenas a su voluntad (por ejemplo, problemas de transporte).
e Aquellos que estan confinados en casa y / o discapacitados debido a la edad, enfermedad y / o restricciones
médicas.
e Aquellos que tienen condiciones de salud comprometidas y / o con alto riesgo de contraer el virus.
e Aquellos que son cuidadores de personas enfermas o de personas con alto riesgo de enfermedades grave si contraen
el virus Covid.
Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre necesidades, inquietudes o protocolos especificos, le recomendamos que se comunique
directamente con la parroquia. Como su pastor, el P. Tom tiene la autoridad para dispensar en casos individuales y él y el P.
Marty y el P. Dave puede ser ttil para abordar los miedos y preocupaciones individuales.

HORARIO DE VERANO:
A medida que llega el verano, haremos algunos cambios en nuestro horario de la Misa que se celebra durante la semana debido
a las ausencias de nuestros sacerdotes. La Convocatoria de sacerdotes diocesanos se llevo a cabo del 7 al 10 de junio y los tres
sacerdotes estamos de acuerdo. Los sacerdotes estdn planeando unas vacaciones y el Fr. Dave Hellmann se sometera a una
cirugia de reemplazo de rodilla. (jPor favor manténgalo en sus oraciones!) Ademas, ahora que terminaron las clases, vamos a
mover las misas del los jueves y viernes para las 8:00 am hasta que comience el nuevo afio escolar en la Escuela Holy Cross en
Anderson. Finalmente, la misa de ordenacion diocesana es el sabado 5 de junio y no habra confesiones a la 1:00 pm ese dia en
St. Maria en Anderson.;Confuso? jImaginense lo confundidos que estaban los sacerdotes mientras trabajaban en este horario!
Esto es lo que puede esperar durante los proximos dos meses:
e Sabado 5 de junio: NO Confesiones a la 1:00 pm St. Maria, AndersonDe martes a jueves, del 8 al 10 de junio: no se
celebran misas en ninguna parroquia de la pastoral Anderson-Alexandria
e 14 dejunio al 3 de septiembre: las misas entre semana son las siguientes:
e Lunes: 8:00, St. Ambrosio (No Misa at St. Maria, Anderson)
e Martes: 8:00, St. Ambrosio
e Miercoles: 8:00, St. Maria, Alexandria, and St. Ambrosio
e Jueves: 8:00%, St. Maria, Anderson (No Misa en St. Ambrosio)
e Viernes: 8:00*%, St. Maria, Alexandria, and St. Ambrosio
e *Lamisa del jueves a las 8:00 se movera para las 8:30 a partir del 29 de julio, y la misa del viernes a las 8:00 se
movera a las 8:10 a partir del 30 de julio, la primera semana de clases en Holy Cross.



Community News

Knights of Columbus

The Knights will be having a fish fry on Friday, June 4th, from 5:00-7:30 PM. And on Saturday, June 12th, they are
having a chicken fry from 5:00-7:30 PM. Adult dinners are $10 and children’s are $5. Please bring your friends and
family and help the Knights. Hope to see you there!

Holy Cross School

The School is selling Crew Car Washes! The school will receive 50% of the total sale. The Basic Wash is $10 and
the Ultimate Wash is $20. Coupons may be redeemed in Anderson, Bloomington, Columbus, Indianapolis, Kokomo,
Lafayette, Merrillville, Muncie, Terre Haute, Valparaiso, and West Lafayette. There is no expiration date. Please
visit the school office to purchase coupons before May 27th. Thank you for your support.

St. Mary School Alexandria

St. Mary School Guild is hosting a raffle as their final fundraiser for the school year. Raffle tickets for a 10.3 cu. ft.
chest style deep freeze and half hog freezer ready. Tickets are $20 each. This is a $650 value. To purchase tickets
please contact any student or Deidre Puente for a ticket. The drawing will be held May 28th at 2 PM and winner
notified later that day.

Open enrollment is now taking place. Classroom space is limited as we are filling up quickly. If you or
someone you know is interested please call the school office at (765) 724-4459.

Career Opportunity:

The Catholic Pastorate of Anderson-Alexandria is seeking a talented, motivated, and faith-filled person to serve as
the Director of Operations for the pastorate. This person will oversee the day-to-day operations for the three parishes
of the pastorate. Any interested and qualified candidate should contact Molly Clark at mclark@dol-in.org.

This position is posted on our diocesan website at https://www.dol-in.org/employment-opportunities.

Taking Orders for Grotto Sidewalk Memorial Bricks

St. Mary (Alexandria) has a lovely memorial sidewalk that leads to our grotto. Many bricks of this sidewalk are
engraved with the names of former pastors, teachers, family members, and parishioners of St. Mary Church and
School. To commemorate the 125th anniversary of the parish, you may order memorial bricks which will be in-
stalled in this special sidewalk later this year. Consider ordering a brick as a gift for Father’s Day, or just to remem-
ber a loved one and former parishioner. Look for order forms in the Narthex of St. Mary (Alexandria). Each brick
costs $50 (which covers the engraving and installation materials). Orders accepted until June 30th. Checks can be
made out to St. Mary with “Memorial Bricks” noted on the memo line.

Pete’s Pantry in Alexandria

Pete’s Pantry needs a variety of food and non-food items. Special request was made for egg cartons. Plastic bags are
always appreciated. Cereals, canned meats, pasta, canned fruits and vegetables, and personal hygiene items are
frequently needed. Donated items can be dropped off in the Narthex of St. Mary Church, Alexandria. Monetary
donations are especially appreciated to help buy items in bulk. Checks can be made out to “Pete’s Pantry” and
mailed directly to Pete’s Pantry at the address noted below. Reminder: Pete’s Pantry—Ilocaed in the Lutheran
Church, 309 West Washington St. , Alexandria—is open to residents of Alexandria, Summitville, and Orestes.
Residents of theses communities can visit the pantry up to 3 times each month. Current hours of operation:
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 9:30 AM-11:00 AM. Call Pete’s Pantry at (765) 724-7566 for more
information.
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