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Off the Top of My Head… 
 As you know, the dispensation from participating in weekend Mass has been lifted, and with the return of the Sunday 

Mass obligation, each parish in the Diocese of Lafayette is implementing updated protocols to help minimize the spread of the 

Covid virus. Bishop Doherty has given each pastor the discretion for these decisions as the situation differs from one area to 

the other.  

 In our three parishes of St. Mary’s Alexandria, St. Ambrose, and St. Mary’s Anderson, we have gone from 

“mandatory” to “optional but encouraged” regarding the use of masks, hand sanitizer, and social distancing. One requirement 

which is mandatory, however, is the “masks required” sections of pews in each church at all the English Masses in the 

Pastorate. 

 These sections are reserved for the use of those who wish to continue wearing masks when they come to Mass. Those 

wearing masks are not REQUIRED to use those pews, but those NOT wearing masks MAY NOT use them.  I ask everyone 

who chooses not to wear a mask to honor that requirement.  

 The people who wear masks and use those pews are intentionally choosing to do so because they want to continue 

following the practices that have kept them and many other people safe throughout the many months of the pandemic. They 

use those pews with the expectation that everyone else using those pews will also be following those practices, including using 

a mask.  

 In requiring that everyone using those pews wear a mask, there is no intention to limit anyone’s freedom or to hinder 

anyone’s ability to participate in the Mass. The intention is to respect the health needs and concerns of those who desire to 

continue wearing a mask at this time. Those who intentionally sit in the “masks required” pews while not wearing a mask are 

causing discomfort, at the very least, to the masked participants who are using that section.  

 During the 11:30 Sunday Mass at St. Mary Anderson, because the large majority of the Hispanic community prefers to 

wear masks the entire main church is reserved for those wearing masks. In the church annex, masks are encouraged but not 

required.  

 I hope this communication has helped to make more clear the reason for our “masks required” sections of pews, and 

the importance of complying with the requirement of wearing a mask in those pews. 

Thank you and God bless you! 

        Fr. Tom Metzger 

        June 20, 2021 
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Pensamiento del padre Tom… 
 Como saben, se ha levantado la dispensa de participar en la misa de fin de semana y, con el regreso de la 

obligación de la misa dominical, cada parroquia de la Diócesis de Lafayette está implementando protocolos 

actualizados para ayudar a minimizar la propagación del virus Covid. El obispo Doherty le ha dado a cada pastor la 

discreción de tomar estas decisiones ya que la situación es difierente para cada área. 

 

 En nuestras tres parroquias de St. María Alexandria, St. Ambrosio y St. María Anderson, hemos pasado de 

"obligatorio" a "opcional pero alentado" con respecto al uso de máscaras, desinfectante de manos y distanciamiento 

social. Un requisito que es obligatorio, sin embargo, son las secciones de bancas de cada iglesia con “máscaras 

requeridas” en todas las misas en inglés en la Pastoral.  

 

 Estas secciones están reservadas para el uso de aquellos que deseen seguir usando máscaras cuando vienen a 

Misa. Aquellos que usan máscaras no están REQUERIDOS de usar esos bancos, pero aquellos que NO usan 

máscaras NO PUEDEN usarlos. 

 

 Les pido a todos los que eligen no usar una máscara de cumplir con este requisito. 

 

 Las personas que usan máscaras y usan esos bancos están eligiendo intencionalmente hacerlo porque 

quieren continuar siguiendo las prácticas que los han mantenido a ellos y a muchas otras personas a salvo durante 

los muchos meses de la pandemia. Usan esos bancos con la expectativa de que todos los demás que usen esos 

bancos también sigan las mismas prácticas, incluido el uso de una máscara. 

 

 Al exigir que todos los que usen esos bancos usen una máscara, no hay ninguna intención de limitar la 

libertad de nadie ni obstaculizar la capacidad de nadie para participar en la Misa. La intención es respetar las 

necesidades e inquietudes de salud de quienes deseen seguir usando una máscara. Aquellos que se sientan 

intencionalmente en los bancos de “máscaras requeridas” sin usar una máscara están causando incomodidad, al 

menos, a los participantes con mascaras que están usando esa sección. 

 

 Durante la misa dominical de las 11:30 en St. Maria Anderson, debido a que la gran mayoría de la 

comunidad hispana prefiere usar máscaras, toda la iglesia principal está reservada para quienes usan máscaras. En 

el anexo de la iglesia, se fomentan las máscaras, pero no son obligatorias. 

 

 Espero que este comunicado haya ayudado a aclarar el motivo de nuestras secciones de bancos de “máscaras 

requeridas” y la importancia de cumplir con el requisito de usar una máscara en esos bancos. 

 

        ¡Gracias y que Dios te bendiga! 

        Fr. Tom Metzger 

        Junio 20, 2021 
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CONFESSION TIMES ON SATURDAYS AT ST. MARY, ANDERSON, will be 1:00-2:00 PM until 
further notice, to enable social distancing, Confessions will take place in the sacristy.  St. Ambrose will be 4:00
-5:00 PM.  St. Mary Alexandria will be 3:30-4:00 PM 
 
HORARIO DE CONFESIÓN LOS SÁBADOS EN SANTA MARIA, ANDERSON, 
será de 1:00-2: 00 PM.  Hasta nuevo aviso, para permitir el distanciamiento social, las Confesiones se llevarán 
a cabo en la sacristía.  St. Ambrose será de 4:00-5:00 PM.  St. Mary Alexandria será de 3:30-4:00 PM 



STEWARDSHIP 

 
 

 

 
 
 

visit our website  - www.https://stambrosestmary.org                                             
On Line Giving— visit us at the following:                                                              

   St. Ambrose—https://osvhub.com/st-ambrose-church-anderson/funds 

                                    St. Mary Anderson—https://https://osvhub.com/stmaryanderson/funds 

                                    St. Mary Alexandria—https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/choosegifts/ 

St. Ambrose                                                               

YTD Giving         $   193,207        YTD Expenses    $   140,988  

St. Mary                     

YTD  Giving        $   221,028        YTD Expenses    $    169,453 

St. Mary Alexandria 

YTD Giving         $    289,851        YTD Expenses    $    298,255 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Bulletin Deadline: To have announcements published in the Anderson-Alexandria Pastorate Bulletin, please email 
them to stambrose2801@gmail.com by Thursday at 12:00 Noon (at the latest) for publication the following week-
end. 
 Anuncios para el boletín: Para publicar anuncios en el Boletín de la Pastora Anderson-Alexandria, envíe un correo 
electrónico a stambrose2801@gmail.com antes de los jueves a las 12:00 del mediodía (a más tardar) para su publi-
cación en el fin de semana siguiente.    

Next Sunday’s Reading -  Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectura del próximo domingo - Decimotercer Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario                                 

             Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24                                             Sabiduría 1:13-15; 2:23-24 
             Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13                                                   Salmo 30:2, 4-6, 11-13 
             2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15                                           2 Corintios 8:7 , 9, 13-15 
             Mark 5:21-43                                                                  Marcos 5:21-43 

Monday June 21 8:00 AM St. Ambrose                    Poor Souls               

Tuesday June 22 8:00 AM St. Ambrose  Betty Brownfield  

Wednesday June 23 8:00 AM              
8:00 AM          

11:30 AM 

St. Ambrose                  
St. Mary Alex.               
St. Vincent Hosp.       

Deceased of George Mehling Family                                    
David Crist                                                        
Betty Shaffer                     

Thursday  June 24 8:00 AM                 St. Mary And.  Margaret Mountain                                                   

Friday  June 25  8:00 AM      
8:00 AM 

St. Mary Alex.                  
St. Ambrose 

Mike Chatterson                                                
James Burke Jr.  

Saturday June 26 4:00 PM              
4:30 PM                    
5:30 PM 

St Mary And.                                
St. Mary Alex.                               
St. Ambrose  

Robert Stanson                                            
Jim Brenner                                                      
Rolando Leyva                        

Sunday June 27 7:30 AM St. Mary And. Thomas Sokol  

    8:30AM St. Mary Alex.  Bill Clabaugh  

    9:30 AM St. Ambrose  Genevieve & John Gilbert 

    11:30 AM St. Mary And.  Amy Sczesny  
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Spiritual Life  
Remember Our Summer Weekday Mass Schedule 

For the parishes in Anderson:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Fr iday, 8:00 am at St. Ambrose only.   

Thursday, 8:00 am at St. Mary’s Anderson only.  

This schedule is in effect until the last week of July, when the new school year starts at Holy Cross school.   

There are no changes in the weekday Mass schedule at St. Mary’s Alexandria.  

NEW COVID PROTOCOLS: All Catholics, with exceptions for obvious health reasons, will be obliged to 

participate in Sunday Masses. For more information, see the website of the Diocese of Lafayette in  

Indiana, https://dol-in.org/covid-19-updates. The following  COVID protocols will be in place in Anderson-

Alexandria Pastorate.  

All Masses except 11:30 am: 

 One section of pews in each church will be reserved for those wearing masks. In that section, every other pew 

will be closed to enable social distancing. Note that those wearing masks are not REQUIRED to sit in that 

section, but anyone using that section must wear a mask and practice social distancing.  

 In the remainder of the pews, masks will be optional and every pew will be available for use.  

11:30 Mass only: 

 In the main church and in the balcony, masks will be required and every second pew closed. 

 In the church annex, masks will be encouraged but optional. 

At all Masses: 

 The use of masks, hand sanitizer, and social distancing are still strongly encouraged for all, in order to stop the 

spread of the COVID virus, especially during Communion. Masks and hand sanitizer will continue to be 

supplied by the parishes. 

 Clergy and Communion Ministers will wear masks and use hand sanitizer before and after distributing 

Communion. 

 As the COVID virus is transmitted primarily through exposure to respiratory fluids, until further notice clergy 

and lay Communion Ministers will continue to distribute Communion only in the hand.   

 At that point when we begin taking up the collection during Mass, ushers will wear masks while passing the    

basket. 

 The Sign of Peace is reinstated and should take place without physical contact (e.g. a bow of the head or a 

wave). 

 Spray disinfectant will no longer be applied after the Masses. 

Rosary at the Grotto (St. Mary Alexandria)- Everyone is invited to join the parishioners of St. Mary, Alexandria 

for our annual Rosary at the Grotto event which is held on the 13th of each month through October at 7:00 PM. Plan 

to gather at the outside parish grotto (to the west of the school playground) to recite the rosary for the intentions of 

Our Blessed Mother and to pray for peace in the world. This year, to commemorate the Year of  St. Joseph, we also 

plan to recite a litany to St.  Joseph. Bring blankets and/or your lawn chairs and be sure to dress for outdoor weather. 

In case of stormy weather, the rosary will be recited in the church. 

Father’s Day Prayers and Votive Candles 

As Father’s Day is this weekend let’s ask St. Joseph’s guidance and strength for all the men who are fathers, step-

fathers, foster fathers, fathers-to-be, or who mentor like fathers to others.  We also pray for deceased fathers.  Say a 

rosary or offer special prayers and then light a candle in the Narthex of St. Mary (Alexandria).  Place $2/candle (or 

$5 for 3 candles) in the collection basket and mark the offering as “candles.” St. Joseph, pray for us and pray for all 

fathers—living and deceased.   

Vacation Bible School 

(VBS) will be July 19-23.  The theme is “On a Quest for God’s Kingdom”  We need volunteers to help with music, 

passing out snacks, games, crafts, group leaders and decorating.  Volunteers can be middld schoolers, high schoolers 

and adults.  If interested, please contact Amanda Huffman by email at huffman.amanda5@gmail.com.  



Vida Spiritual 
LA ESCUELA BÍBLICA DE VACACIONES (VBS) PARA NIÑOS  

será del 19 al 23 de julio. El tema es "En busca del Reino de Dios" Necesitamos 

voluntarios para ayudar con la música, repartiendo bocadillos, juegos, manualidades, líderes de grupo y decoración. Los 

voluntarios pueden ser estudiantes de secundaria, secundaria y adultos. Si está interesado, comuníquese con Amanda Huffman 

por correo electrónico a huffman.amanda5@gmail.com. 

 

HORARIO DE MISA DE VERANO: Aquí está nuestro horario de misa semanal para el verano, hasta el 3 de 

septiembre: 

 Lunes: 8:00 St. Ambrosio (No Misa at St. Maria, Anderson)  

 Martes: 8:00 St. Ambrosio 

 Miercoles: 8:00 St. Maria Alexandria, and St. Ambrosio 

 Jueves: 8:00* St. Maria Anderson (No Misa en St. Ambrosio) 

 Viernes: 8:00* St. Maria Alexandria, and St. Ambrosio 

 *La misa del jueves a las 8:00 se moverá para las 8:30 a partir del 29 de julio, y la misa del viernes a las 8:00 se 

moverá a las 8:10 a partir del 30 de julio, la primera semana de clases en Holy Cross.  

  

Nuevos Protocolos Covid 

SE LEVANTA LA DISPENSACIÓN DE LA OBLIGACIÓN DOMINICAL DE ASISTIR A LA MISA EN 

TODO EL ESTADO DE INDIANA: Esto significa que, a excepción de situaciones únicas que se descr iben a 

continuación, aquellos que por lo demás están sanos están obligados a participar en misa.  

  Aquellos que están gravemente enfermos, presentan síntomas similares a los de la gripe Y / o Pueden tener una 

enfermedad contagiosa (incluyendo la cuarentena debido a la exposicíon). 

 Aquellos que no pueden asistir a Misa por causas  ajenas a su voluntad (por ejemplo, problemas de transporte). 

 Aquellos que están confinados en casa y / o discapacitados debido a la edad, enfermedad y / o restricciones médicas.  

 Aquellos que tienen condiciones de salud comprometidas y / o con alto riesgo de contraer el virus.  

 Aquellos que son cuidadores de personas enfermas o de personas con alto riesgo de enfermedades grave si contraen el virus 

Covid.  

 

Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre necesidades, inquietudes o protocolos especificos, le recomendamos que se comunique 

Directamente con la parroquia.  Como su pastor, el P. Tom tiene la autoridd para dispensar en casos individuales y él y el P. 

Marty y el P. Dave puede ser útil para abordar los miedos y preocupaciones individuales.  
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Community New 

Soup Kitchen 

The Catholic Community of Anderson will be serving Vegetable-Beef Soup, Cheese and Crackers, and fruit at      

Alternative Shelter for Women and Children, and the Christian Center Shelter on Wednesday, June 30th.   We       

encourage everyone to bring any of the following items to church and place them in baskets during the weekend 

Masses on June 26/27:  14.5 oz. cans of corn, diced tomatoes, green beans, peas, sliced carrots, and diced potatoes; 

Quart or gallon size cans of fruit, bags of onions; Bunches of celery; Packages of American cheese; Bottles of  

bouillon cubes; 1.4 oz. jars of Marjoram and Thyme; Boxes of saltine crackers. 

Food Pantry 

The St. Mary –St. Ambrose food pantry is in need of peanut butter, jelly, and saltine crackers.  You can drop these 

items off at the School annex on Monday, Wednesday or Friday from 8:00-4:00.   

Career Opportunity:  

The Catholic Pastorate of Anderson-Alexandria is seeking a talented, motivated, and faith-filled person to serve as 

the Director of Operations for the pastorate. This person will oversee the day-to-day operations for the three parishes 

of the pastorate.  Any interested and qualified candidate should contact Molly Clark at mclark@dol-in.org.   

This position is posted on our diocesan website at https://www.dol-in.org/employment-opportunities.  
Coffee Sales 

We are getting closer to normal!  Coffee sales will be August 7th & 8th.  They will be on the first weekend of every 

month  in the St. Mary Anderson Church Annex after the Masses.  

Knights of Columbus  

The Knights of Columbus will be having a dinner on Saturday, June 26th. The entrée will be either a beef Manhattan 

or a turkey Manhattan (your choice). The sides will be corn and cole-slaw. We will be serving from 5-7:30 at the   

Columbian Hall (1225 Main St. Anderson). We will also be having one more chicken fry on Saturday July 10th, from 

5-7:30, at the hall. This will be our last dinner until September. All dinners are $10 for adult and $5 for children.    

Also, don’t forget our Rummage sale in August! We will be accepting donations on July 12,14,16,19,21,23,26,28, & 

30 for their rummage sale on August 12-15.  Please call Joe @ 765-606-8711 to set up a time that you will be drop-

ping of your treasures or if you need to do it on another day.  More on the times of the sale will be forthcoming.  

Daughters of Mary Meeting Tuesday June 22, 6:00 PM 

Calling all women 18 years or older:  Are you new to the St. Mary Alexandria parish?  Or, do you want to learn how 

to help others or just meet other women of the parish?  The next meeting for the Daughters of Mary women’s minis-

try will be held at St. Mary Alexandria (Zimmer Hall)  on Tuesday, June 22 at 6:00 PM.  All Women over 18 years 

old are welcome to attend to learn more about this new parish ministry.  We look forward to growing and building a 

community of women who support the Catholic church and the goals and vision of St. Mary parish and school.  For 

more information, contact Fran Crist (voice/text 765-639-2107).  Also, look for flyers and information in the Narthex 

and at this month’s bake sale table! 

Free-Will Catholic Book Sale 

Calling all summer readers!  Looking for some uplifting or spiritual reading during the summer months?  Want to 

learn more about your faith or a particular saint?  We will be offering a variety of books for sale at a price that you 

set!  St. Mary (Alexandria) has been going through the current parish library in the sacristy behind the altar.  Many 

thanks to Fr. Tom, Fr. Dave, and Fr. Marty for their review of MANY books and identifying items that we should 

keep, donate, or offer up for sale.  Those books identified as no longer needed in our parish library will be available 

for sale in the Narthex the weekends of June 26-27 and July 3-4.  Free-will donations accepted.  Proceeds will go 

towards the purchase of new books for the parish library.  NOTE:  Plans are underway to move the parish library  

collection and some shelving from the current location in the back sacristy to the Narthex.  You can then more easily 

check out books from the parish library and return them when done.  More information will be forthcoming on that 

project.  Many thanks to Karen Gilson for her leadership on this project! 

Ride Needed to Church  

We have a parishioner that needs a ride to church.  If you are interested please call 765-610-8551.  
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