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Off the Top of My Head… 

 On July 21st, the front page headline of the Anderson Herald Bulletin read: “Rebel flags raise concerns,” accompanied 

by a large photo of Confederate flags being sold at the Madison County 4-H Fair. 

 Fortunately, the reported reactions of fairgoers to the sale of these flags was negative. (And the Herald Bulletin 

reported the next day that the flags were removed.) The vendor tried to give context for the sale of the flags. But the 

Confederate flag cannot be contextualized or defended because, objectively speaking, it is a symbol of white supremacy.  

 White supremacy does not require a person to be a member of the Ku Klux Klan or even to use racist language. White 

supremacy is at work whenever there is a personal, communal, or cultural effort to claim (and reinforce) any superiority on the 

part of “white” persons over non-“white” persons. (I use quotation marks because we “white” people are actually more…

beige!)  

 In some cases, this effort is radical, organized, and violent. In other cases, it appears passive, unintended, or even 

innocent. So, when people fly the Confederate flag but claim that “it’s not about race,” their denial involves a complete 

disregard for history, and is not innocent. 

 This is not simply an opinion. In 1861, the Vice President of the Confederacy, Alexander Stephens, said in a speech 

that the Confederate government’s cornerstone “…rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; that 

slavery subordination…is his natural and normal condition.”  Documents issued by the Confederate states made similar 

declarations, like that issued by Mississippi: “Our position is thoroughly identified with the institution of slavery – the greatest 

material interest of the world.” Racism was the official policy of the Confederacy.  So to display, sell, or justify a flag of the 

Confederacy is to embrace a symbol of the superiority of the “white race.”  

 I raise this issue, not to tell people something they already know, or to make “white” people feel guilty, but simply to 

make three points. Racism is still a sin. Racism is woven into our culture and too often excused or explained away. And racism 

needs to be recognized, named, and rooted out.  

 

Our faith demands it.  

 

          Fr. Tom Metzger 

         August 1, 2021 
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Pensamiento del Padre Tom… 

 El 21 de julio, el titular de la portada del periódico Anderson Herald Bulletin decía: “Las banderas 

rebeldes plantean preocupaciones”, acompañado de una foto grande de las banderas confederadas que se venden en 

la Feria 4-H del condado de Madison 

 Afortunadamente, las reacciones de los asistentes a la feria a la comercialización de estas banderas fueron 

negativas. (Y el Herald Bulletin informó al día siguiente que las banderas fueron retiradas). El vendedor trató de dar 

contexto a la venta de las banderas. Pero la bandera confederada no se puede contextualizar ni defender porque, en 

su esencia, es un símbolo de la supremacía blanca. 

 Para ser un supremacista blanco, no es necesario ser miembro del Ku Klux Klan o incluso usar un lenguaje 

racista. La supremacía blanca está en funcionamiento siempre que hay un esfuerzo personal o corporativo para 

reclamar (y reforzar) algún tipo de superioridad por parte de las personas "blancas" sobre las personas no "blancas". 

(¡Utilizo comillas porque nosotros, los "blancos", en realidad somos más beige!) 

 En algunos casos, este esfuerzo es radical, organizado y violento. En otros casos, parece pasivo, involuntario 

o incluso inocente. Entonces, cuando las personas enarbolan la bandera confederada, pero afirman que "no se trata 

de raza", están ignorando completamente el hecho de la historia. 

 ¿Es un gran símbolo de alguna "forma de vida"? Esa forma de vida se basaba en el racismo. ¿Honra a 

aquellos que lucharon valientemente por la Confederación? Luchaban por una causa racista. La bandera de la 

Confederación representa a los Estados Confederados de América, que nació para sostener y propagar la esclavitud 

de las personas de ascendencia africana por parte de las personas de ascendencia europea. 

 Esto no es simplemente una opinión. En 1861, el vicepresidente de la Confederación, Alexander Stephens, 

dijo en un discurso que la piedra angular del gobierno confederado: “… descansa, sobre la gran verdad de que el 

negro no es igual al hombre blanco; que la subordinación a la esclavitud ... es su condición natural y normal ". 

Entonces, exhibir, vender o justificar la bandera confederada, sin importar lo que la gente se diga a sí misma, es 

abrazar un símbolo de la superioridad de la "raza blanca". 

 Planteo este problema, no para decirle a la gente algo que ya saben, ni para hacer que la gente "blanca" se 

sienta culpable, sino simplemente para señalar que el racismo sigue siendo un pecado, que el racismo todavía está 

entre nosotros y el racismo está entretejido en nuestra cultura y necesita ser reconocido, nombrado y erradicado. 

Nuestra fe lo exige.          

 

         Fr. Tom Metzger 

         August 1, 2021 
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CONFESSION TIMES ON SATURDAYS 
 St. Mary Anderson -1:00-2:00 PM until further notice in the sacristy.  
 St. Ambrose - 4:00-5:00 PM.  St. Mary Alexandria - 3:30-4:00 PM 
 
HORARIO DE CONFESIÓN LOS SÁBADOS  
St. Mary Anderson - 1:00-2: 00 PM.  Hasta nuevo aviso en la sacristía.   
St. Ambrose - 4:00-5:00 PM.  St. Mary Alexandria - 3:30-4:00 PM 



STEWARDSHIP 

 
 

 

 
 
 

visit our website  - www.https://stambrosestmary.org                                             
On Line Giving— visit us at the following:                                                              

   St. Ambrose—https://osvhub.com/st-ambrose-church-anderson/funds 

                                    St. Mary Anderson—https://https://osvhub.com/stmaryanderson/funds 

                                     

St. Ambrose                                                               

YTD Giving         $     235,938   YTD Expenses    $     179,624 

St. Mary                    

YTD  Giving        $     294,518   YTD Expenses    $      217,281 

St. Mary Alexandria 

YTD Giving         $     329,157    YTD Expenses    $     375,855 

3 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Bulletin Deadline: To have announcements published in the Anderson-Alexandria Pastorate Bulletin, please email 
them to stambrose2801@gmail.com by Thursday at 12:00 Noon (at the latest) for publication the following week-
end. 
 Anuncios para el boletín: Para publicar anuncios en el Boletín de la Pastora Anderson-Alexandria, envíe un correo 
electrónico a stambrose2801@gmail.com antes de los jueves a las 12:00 del mediodía (a más tardar) para su publi-
cación en el fin de semana siguiente.    

Next Sunday’s Reading -  Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectura del próximo domingo - Decimonoveno domingo del tiempo ordinario 

             1 Kings 19:4-8                                                                                1 Reyes 19:4-8 
             Psalm  34:2-9                                                                                 Salmo 34:2-9 
             Ephesians 4:30-5:2                                                                       Efesios 4:30-5:2 
             John 6:41-51                                                                                  John 6:41-51              

Monday Aug. 2 8:00 AM St. Ambrose                 Betty Brownfield  

Tuesday Aug. 3 8:00 AM St. Ambrose  Frances (Max) Pettigrew 

Wednesday Aug. 4 8:00 AM              
8:00 AM          

11:30 AM 

St. Ambrose                  
St. Mary Alex.               
St. Vincent Hosp.       

Ronald Kempher                                                             
Jesse Bowers                                                       
Edward O'Donnell 

Thursday  Aug. 5 8:30 AM  St. Mary And.  Catherine Holtzleiter 

Friday  Aug. 6  8:00 AM      
8:10 AM 

St. Mary Alex.                  
St. Ambrose 

George Dewey Mehling Family              
Poor Souls  

Saturday Aug. 7 4:00 PM              
4:30 PM                    
5:30 PM 

St Mary And.                                
St. Mary Alex.                               
St. Ambrose  

Emma Gall                                                   
Jim Donahue                                                        
John Sokol 

Sunday Aug. 8 7:30 AM St. Mary And. Bradley Mains  

    8:30AM St. Mary Alex.  Pro Populo  

    9:30 AM St. Ambrose  Stephanie Farran Miller  

    11:30 AM St. Mary And.  Pedro and Luis Alvarado  
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Spiritual Life                                                                                                                 
Masses at the Hospital  

 Unfortunately, Masses said at the hospital are still closed to the public.  Hopefully soon the restriction will be 

lifted but until then public is not allowed. 

 

COVID PROTOCOLS:  For information, see the website of the Diocese of Lafayette in Indiana, https://dol-in.org/

covid-19-updates. The following  COVID protocols will be in place in Anderson-Alexandria Pastorate.   

 

Rosary at the Grotto (St. Mary Alexandria)- Everyone is invited to join the parishioners of St. Mary (Alexandria) 

for our annual Rosary at the Grotto event which is held on the 13th of each month through October at 7:00 PM. Plan 

to gather at the outside parish grotto (to the west of the school playground) to recite the rosary.  This year, to 

commemorate the Year of  St. Joseph, we also plan to recite a litany to St.  Joseph. Bring blankets and/or your lawn 

chairs and be sure to dress for outdoor weather. In case of stormy weather, the rosary will be recited in the church. 

 

Parish Library Survey  

 At St. Mary (Alexandria), plans are underway to move books to the new parish library location in the 

Narthex. The goal is to have everything in place for the library the weekend of August 14-15.  Until then, and while 

we get things organized, we could use your help.  Please fill out a short survey to let us know the topics that interest 

you.  Do you want information on the Mass, a specific saint, the sacraments, general spiritual guidance, Bible 

studies, or the Catechism?  Look for the surveys in the Narthex.  Thank you for your patience as the parish rebuilds 

this resource (with the assistance of members of the Daughters of Mary).  Contact Karen Gilson 

(k.gilson@protonmail.com) or Patty Brooks (pbrooks80@comcast.net) for more information.  

 

Special Intentions– If you have special intentions you would like to put on the prayer line or if you would like to 

help with this ministry please Call Betty Worden (765) 606-9933.   

 

Prayer Guardians Needed: Pilgrim Queen of the Family  

 Since 2006, St. Mary (Alexandria) has had several teams of prayer Guardians who recite the rosary and 

litany to Our Blessed Mother for the Church and Pope's intentions, vocations, families, friends, and all intentions by 

all individuals. Through the Pilgrim Queen of the Family, Our Blessed Mother visits our individual homes, wanting 

to give us many graces and blessings.  How does this work? Teams receive a rosary shrine of the image of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe along with a book of prayers to use.  Each team of Guardians consists of 10 families or individuals 

who take turns praying a rosary at home with the shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe for three assigned days each 

month (for example, the 16th, 17th, and 18th day of the month).  After completing their three days of prayer, the 

Guardian passes the shrine to the next Guardian in their team.  We currently have 3 openings for families or 

individuals to join one of the teams. If interested, Guardians will be available in the Narthex after Masses the 

weekend of July 31-Aug. 1. Calendars of existing St. Mary (Alexandria) teams and information will be available in 

the Narthex. For general information about the Pilgrim Queen of the Family, visit https://pilgrimqueen.org or https://

www.virgenperegrina.org/home.php.   

   

Our Faithful Departed:                                                                                                                                                             

Please pray for their eternal rest and for the comfort of their families and loved ones.  



Vida Spiritual 
Quinceañera Retiro de otoño 2021 

 Las Oficinas de Vida Familiar y Ministerio Hispano han creado un equipo que ofrecerá, dos veces al año, 

retiros de quinceañeras. Este servicio pastoral tiene como objetivo ofrecer a las jóvenes de 15 años la oportunidad de vivir 

un encuentro personal con Jesús como el mejor contexto espiritual para celebrar y dedicar su juventud a Dios. Al mismo 

tiempo, pero en una sala separada, los padres recibirán una formación (en español) sobre cómo acompañar a sus 

adolescentes en este momento particular de sus vidas: cómo comunicarse de manera eficiente con ellos, y herramientas 

clave para hablar con ellos sobre la sexualidad y las decisiones emocionales a las que se enfrentan en este momento de sus 

vidas. El retiro en sí no tiene costo. Solo pedimos una contribución de $10 por persona ($25 si viene con dos padres) para 

cubrir los gastos de comida. Al final del retiro, la adolescente recibirá un certificado que puede presentar en su parroquia 

como prueba válida de su disposición para celebrar su Quinceañera en un contexto religioso en la iglesia. 

Retiro de quinceañera otoño 2021:  Sábado 16 de octubre: de 9:00 a 15:30 h. Santa Juana de Arco, 3155 S 200 W Kokomo.  

Los formularios de inscripción para este retiro se pueden encontrar en el tablón de anuncios de la iglesia.  Si tiene alguna 

pregunta, no dude en ponerse en contacto con nuestra oficina. 

Información sobre doctrina y preparación sacramental  

 2021-2022 Las clases de doctrina y las clases de preparación sacramental comenzarán el 12 de septiembre. La 

inscripción en el lugar se llevará a cabo después de las misas de fin de semana a partir del 14 de agosto. Comuníquese con 

Christine Vincent-Rodas si tiene preguntas antes de los fines de semana de inscripción. Puede ser contactada por mensaje de 

texto al 765-374-5064 o llame al 765-644-8467. También puede enviarle un correo electrónico a cvincent-rodas@parish.dol

-in.org.      

Por favor, considere en oración ayudar como catequista. Necesitamos 2-3 catequistas para cada grado. Se ofrecerán 

capacitaciones para catequistas la semana del 23 de agosto. Por favor, sepa que sin su ayuda, no podemos ofrecer clases de 

formación en la fe y preparación sacramental para los jóvenes de nuestras parroquias. Comuníquese con Christine para 

obtener más información.  

CÓMO RECIBIR LA VACUNACIÓN COVID-19: Cualquier  per sona mayor  de 12 años o más, ahora puede 

programar una cita para la vacuna COVID-19 en el estado de Indiana. Para ubicar un sitio de vacunación cerca de usted, 

inicie sesión en vaccines.gov (inglés) o vacunas.gov (español). Si no tiene acceso a una computadora o necesita ayuda, 

llame al 211 (866-211-9966). 

Todas las vacunas que se ofrecen son seguras, efectivas y aprobadas por la Iglesia Católica para su uso. Las vacunas son 

gratuitas para todos. 

REGISTRACION PARROQUIAL 

 Si usted aun no se registra en nuestra parroquia, le invitamos a que lo haga.  Si usted ya esta registrado y se cambio 

de casa o tiene nuevo numero de teléfono, les pedimos nos deje saber para actualizar su información.  Es muy importante 

estar registrado en la parroquia y usar sus sobres, esto nos indica que usted es miembro activo.  Recuerde que si usted llega a 

ncesecitar de una carta para algún asunto esto nos indica que ha sido activo en la parroquia y poder hacerle la carta.  Para 

mas información puede hablar con Jessica.  

Pláticas Pre-Bautismales 

 Las pláticas pre bautismales en español son cada primer miércoles de mes para bautizar el primer sávado de mes.  

Las pláticas son en el anexo de la escuela comenzando a las 6:00 pm.  Deben asistir padres y padrinos.  Traer copia del acta 

de nacimiento del niño o niña que se bautizara y los padrinos si son pareja deben traer el acta de Matrimonio.  (Recuerden si 

los padrinos son pareja, deben ser casados por la Iglesia.)  Para más información contacte a Gaby “o” Jessica.  

Actualización Sobre la Fase 1 del Proyecto de Renovación De La Iglesia de Sta. María, Anderson 

 Los feligreses de Sta. María (Anderson) recordarán que, a partir de 2017, nuestra parroquia comenzó a recaudar 

fondos para una variedad de reparaciones del exterior del edificio de la iglesia, incluida la reparación / reemplazo del 

techado, mampostería, canaletas, etc. El trabajo comenzó en 2018 y se completó en 2019, por debajo del presupuesto y 

pagado en su totalidad por un monto de $ 284,763. 

Ese trabajo se consideró la Fase 1 de un proyecto general aprobado por el Consejo Pastoral Parroquial y el Consejo 

Financiero Parroquial.  

En el futuro, la Fase 2 va a comprender las reparaciones del trabajo de metal ornamental, mampostería, ventanas y otros 

elementos de al torre / campanario. 

Muchas gracias a todos los que contribuyeron económicamente con la Fase 1 de este proyecto y a los que rezaron por su 

éxito. ¡Usted ayudó a hacer posible este importante y esencial trabajo! 

P. Tom Metzger 
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Community News 
Religious Education and Sacrament Prep Information  

 2021-2022 Religious Education classes as well as Sacrament Preparation classes will begin September 12th.  

Onsite registration will be held after weekend Masses beginning August 14th.  Please contact Christine Vincent-

Rodas if you have questions prior to the registration weekends.  She can be reached by text at 765-374-5064 or call 

765-644-8467.  You may also email her at cvincent-rodas@parish.dol-in.org.   

Please prayerfully consider helping as a catechist.  We need 2-3 catechists for each grade.  There will be catechist 

trainings offered the week of August 23rd.  Please know that without your help, we cannot offer faith formation and 

sacramental preparation classes for the young people of our parishes.  Please contact Christine for more information.  

 

 Grab and Go Fundraiser Dinner for SVDP 

 After the Saturday Masses on August 14th at St. Mary’s and St. Ambrose, SVDP volunteers will be offering a 

Grab and Go Dinner.  It’s the Sager’s Famous BBQ Pork Sandwich, cookie, and chips for $10!  Please come and help 

the poor in our community by helping SVDP and have a delicious dinner!  Thank you in advance for you generous     

support! 

 

Registration Deadline Approaching for Marriage Healing Program  

 Retrouvaille is program that has been helping hurting marriages around the world for more than 40 years.  The 

Indianapolis-area community holds two weekends each year and last year served couples from Indiana, Ohio, Ken-

tucky and Illinois. If you are arguing constantly, feeling angry, frustrated or thinking about separating; if you wish 

that you could reconnect or build a stronger, more satisfying relationship; or if you experienced a crisis that leave you 

feeling broken or in despair, there is hope. Retrouvaille offers tools to help you rediscover a loving marriage relation-

ship. The next Indianapolis Retrouvaille program begins August 13-15, 2021. For confidential information and to reg-

ister, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org, email to RetrouIndy@gmail.com or call 317-489-6811.  

 

HOW TO RECEIVE THE COVID-19 VACCINATION: Anyone age 12 and older  may now schedule a 

COVID-19 vaccination appointment in the State of Indiana. To locate a vaccination site near you, log on to            

vaccines.gov (English) or vacunas.gov (Spanish). If you do not have access to a computer or need assistance, call 211 

(866-211-9966).  

All the vaccines being offered are safe, effective, and approved by the Catholic Church for use. Vaccinations are free 

of charge to everyone.  

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross School is seeking a 4th grade teacher  and an Art teacher . Please call the school office at 765-642-

1848 or email resume to Principal Neal at tneal@holycrossschool-anderson.org. 

Cafeteria Position Available 

 There is a part time position available at Holy Cross South Campus on Mondays and Tuesdays from 9:00 to 

Noon.  If you are interested or know someone that might be call the rectory at 644-5956.  

 

 

St. Mary Catholic School in Alexandria, is seeking to hire a full-time 7th and 8th grade classroom teacher for the 

2021-2022 school year.  Start date: August 4, 2021.  Candidates should submit their cover letter and resume to Rachel 

Duckworth rduckworth@stmaryalex.net or contact the school office at 765.724.4459. 

 

 



Community News Continued  
An Update on St. Mary’s Anderson Church Renovation Project Phase 1  

 St. Mary’s (Anderson) parishioners will remember that, beginning in 2017, our parish began raising funds for a 

variety of repairs to the exterior of the church building, including repair/replacement of flashing, roofing, masonry, 

gutters, etc. The work began in 2018 and was completed in 2019. It came in under budget and the cost was $284,763. 

That work was considered Phase 1 of an overall project approved by the Parish Pastoral Council and the Parish       

Finance Council.  

 A future Phase 2 will encompass repairs to the ornamental metal work, masonry, windows, and other elements 

of the steeple/bell tower.  

 Many thanks to all who contributed financially to our Church Renovation Project Phase 1, and to those who 

prayed for its success. You helped to make this important and essential work possible! 

Fr. Tom Metzger 

 

Catholic Community of Anderson Soup Kitchen Ministry 

 The Catholic Community of Anderson Soup Kitchen Ministry is seeking men and women  who have a call 

from the Lord to feed the hungry at the Christian Center. We will be serving the last Wednesday of the month, 4:15 

pm. to 6:15 p.m. Two meals will be served:  One for the men of the Center and the second for the community at 

large.  For more information call Ron Cole at 779-4302 or (317) 701- 1170. 

 

Save the Date:  St. Mary (Alexandria) 125th Celebration 

 Friends and families:  Save the date of Saturday, September 11th after the 4:30pm Mass!  St. Mary Catholic 

Church and School (820 W. Madison St. in Alexandria) will be commemorating the 125th anniversary of the founda-

tion of the original church.  More information to come on this celebration of Faith, Family and Fun!  For more infor-

mation, contact Jenny Chapel via voice/text (765)749-0848 or email larryjennychapel@gmail.com.  

 

Support the School Sisters of Notre Dame! 

 The School Sisters of Notre Dame is an international congregation of religious women grounded in the con-

cept of transforming the world through education.  The sisters faithfully served at St. Mary School and Parish in Alex-

andria – beginning their work at the first school in 1897!  Given their deep-rooted history with our parish, we wel-

come you to contribute to their fund supporting a new chapel which will be built on Trinity Woods, a residential com-

munity on the Mount Mary University campus in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Benefactors who give $300 or more will be 

included in a beautiful Commemorative Registry displayed prominently outside the new chapel.  To donate, please 

make checks payable to SSND and return to  School Sisters of Notre Dame, Resource Development Office, 13105 

Watertown Plank Road, Elm Grove 53122.  Thank you for your generosity!  For more information, contact Theresa 

Liu at tliu@ssndcp.org.  

 

Coffee Sales  

 Coffee Sales will be August 7th & 8th.  They will be on the first weekend of every  month in the St. Mary An-

derson Church Annex after the Masses.  

 

Rummage Sale Knights of Columbus (1225 Main St. Anderson) 

 The times for our rummage sale are Thursday, August 12th, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm; Friday, August 13th, 8:00 am - 

4:00 pm; Saturday, August 14th, from 8:00 am - 4:00 pm; and Sunday, August 15th, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm.  Masks are 

recommended.  
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