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OFF THE TOP OF MY HEAD…  

My July 3rd column referred to the recent U.S. Supreme 

Court decision which declared that there is no constitutional 

right to abortion in the United States. I posted the statement 

of the Diocese of Lafayette in Indiana as the major part of 

the column, and promised to address this topic in the future. 

Today’s column will be the first of several addressing 

several aspects of the Supreme Court decision, the reality of 

abortion, and what it means to be pro-life. 

The Catholic Church teaches that abortion involves the 

termination of a human life, and is therefore a serious sin, 

or, to quote the Catechism of the Catholic Church, “gravely 

contrary to the moral law.” (#2272) Since the first century, 

the Church has condemned abortion, which it understood to 

be the moral equivalent of infanticide (the killing of an 

infant after birth). 

Catholic teaching does not only condemn abortions 

performed late in the pregnancy or after some specific point 

during the pregnancy. The Church teaches: “Human life 

must be respected and protected absolutely from the 

moment of conception.” (#2270) Why does this teaching 

make sense? 

When does the fetus become a human person? When there 

is a recognizable brain? When the heartbeat begins? When 

the fetus is viable (it can live outside the womb)? When the 

newborn takes its first breath? Each of these criteria can be 

defended from its own perspective, but is very subjective. 

But at the moment of conception, a new being comes into 

existence. Science shows us that the newly formed reality 

within the mother’s body is genetically different from the 

mother. By contrast, if a tumor is removed from a person’s 

body, that tumor’s DNA is the DNA of the patient. But, 

after conception, the DNA of the newly formed cells is 

NOT the DNA of the mother (nor of the father). So these 

new cells are not just a clump of tissue, but a newly formed, 

distinct human life, a human being which “must be 

recognized as having the rights of a person…” (Catechism, 

#2270) 

This teaching is not accepted by everyone, including some 

Catholics. And for Catholics who do accept it, simply 

stating the teaching does not address the complexity of the 

entire issue. And neither will a few columns of 400 words 

each! But I hope to look at several aspects of the issue in 

the coming weeks. 

Thanks in advance for your prayers. 

Fr. Tom Metzger 

September 11, 2022 

PENSAMIENTOS DEL PADRE TOM 

Mi columna del 3 de julio se refería a la reciente decisión de 

la Corte Suprema de los Estados Unidos que declaró que no 

existe el derecho constitucional al aborto en los Estados 

Unidos. Publiqué la declaración de la Diócesis de Lafayette 

en Indiana como la parte principal de la columna y prometí 

abordar este tema en el futuro. 

La columna de hoy será la primera de varias que abordarán 

varios aspectos de la decisión de la Corte Suprema, la 

realidad del aborto y lo que significa ser pro-vida. 

La Iglesia Católica enseña que el aborto implica la 

terminación de una vida humana y, por lo tanto, es un 

pecado grave o, para citar el Catecismo de la Iglesia 

Católica, "gravemente contrario a la ley moral". (#2272) 

Desde el primer siglo, la Iglesia ha condenado el aborto, que 

entendía como el equivalente moral del infanticidio (la 

muerte de un bebé después del nacimiento). 

La enseñanza católica no solo condena los abortos 

practicados al final del embarazo o después de algún punto 

específico durante el embarazo. La Iglesia enseña: “La vida 

humana debe ser respetada y protegida de manera absoluta 

desde el momento de la concepción”. (#2270) ¿Por qué tiene 

sentido esta enseñanza? 

¿Cuándo se convierte el feto en una persona humana? 

Cuando hay un cerebro reconocible? ¿Cuándo comienza el 

latido del corazón? ¿Cuándo el feto es viable (puede vivir 

fuera del útero)? ¿Cuándo respira el recién nacido por 

primera vez? Cada uno de estos criterios puede defenderse 

desde su propia perspectiva, pero es muy subjetivo. 

Pero en el momento de la concepción, surge un nuevo ser. 

La ciencia nos muestra que la realidad recién formada dentro 

del cuerpo de la madre es genéticamente diferente de la 

madre. Por el contrario, si se extirpa un tumor del cuerpo de 

una persona, el ADN de ese tumor es el ADN del paciente. 

Pero, después de la concepción, el ADN de las células recién 

formadas NO es el ADN de la madre (ni del padre). 

Entonces, estas nuevas células no son solo un grupo de 

tejido, sino una vida humana distinta y recién formada, un 

ser humano que " debe ver reconocidos sus derechos de 

persona,…" (#2270) 

Esta enseñanza no es aceptada por todos, incluidos algunos 

católicos. Y para los católicos que la aceptan, simplemente 

declarar la enseñanza no aborda la complejidad de todo el 

asunto. ¡Y tampoco unas pocas columnas de 400 palabras 

cada una! Pero espero analizar varios aspectos del problema 

en las próximas semanas. 

Gracias de antemano por sus oraciones. 

P. Tom Metzger 
11 de septiembre 2022 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ANDERSON ALEXANDRIA  

PASTORATE STAFF 

 

 

 
Pastor  

. . . . . . . . . . Father Tom Metzger 
 

Associate Pastor  

. . . . . . . . . . Fr. Matthew Jakupco 
 

Associate Pastor  

. . . . . . . . . . Fr. Marty Sandhage 
 

Deacon / Diacono 

. . . . . . . . . . Dcn. Mike Burns 
 

Director of Operations/ 

Director de Operaciones 

. . . . . . . . . . Daniel “Buddy” LeRose  
 

Director of Evangelization/ 

Directora de Evangelización 

. . . . . . . . . . Christine Vincent-Rodas 
 

Accountant (Anderson Parishes) / 

Contador (Parroquias de Anderson)  

. . . . . . . . . . Charlie Armington 
 

Food Ministry Coordinator  

Coordinadora del Ministerio de 

Alimentación 

(Anderson Parishes / Parroquias de Anderson)  

. . . . . . . . . . Lawson Hunsicker 
 

Holy Cross School Principal/ 
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MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS FOR THE WEEK / 

INTENCIONES & LECTURAS DE LAS MISAS 

Monday, September 12 / Lunes, 12 de Septiembre 

The Most Holy Name of Mary 

1 Corinthians/1 Corintios 11:17-26, 33 | Luke/Lucas 7:1-10  

8:00 AM St. Mary, Anderson  +Betty Brownfield 
 

Tuesday, September 13 / Martes, 13 de Septiembre 

St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

1 Corinthians/1 Corintios 12:12-14, 27-31a | Luke/Lucas 7:11-17  

8:00 AM St. Ambrose, Anderson +Sarah Johnson 
 

Wednesday, September 14 / Miércoles, 14 de Septiembre 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Numbers/Números 21:4b-9 | Philippians/Filipenses 2:6-11 |  

John/Juan 3:13-17  

8:00 AM St. Mary, Alexandria +Roger Gilcrest 

11:30 AM St. Vincent Hospital, Anderson  +Poor Souls 
 

Thursday, September 15 / Jueves, 15 de Septiembre 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

1 Corinthians/1 Corintios 15:1-11 |  

Luke/Lucas 2:33-35 or John/Juan 19:25-27  

8:30 AM St. Mary, Anderson  +Richard Bottomley 
 

Friday, September 16 / Viernes, 16 de Septiembre 

Ss. Cornelius, Pope and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 

1 Corinthians/1 Corintios 15:12-20 | Luke/Lucas 8:1-3  

8:00 AM St. Mary, Alexandria Teachers & Staff St. Mary School 

8:10 AM St. Ambrose, Anderson +Zachary Novak 
 

Saturday, September 17 / Sábado, 17 De Septiembre 

St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church;  

St. Hildegard of Bingen, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

1 Corinthians/1 Corintios 15:35-37, 42-49 | Luke/Lucas 8:4-15  

4:00 PM St. Mary, Anderson  +Jason Frazier 

4:30 PM St. Mary, Alexandria For the People of the Pastorate 

5:30 PM St. Ambrose  +William Hall 
 

Sunday, September 18 / Domingo, 18 de Septiembre 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time /  

Vigésimo Quinto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario  

Amos/Amós 8:4-7 | 1 Timothy/1 Timoteo 2:1-8 | Luke/Lucas 16:1-13  

7:30 AM St. Mary, Anderson  +Beta Kincaid Brovich 

 8:30 AM St. Mary, Alexandria +Jim & + Ralph Flecker 

9:30 AM St. Ambrose, Anderson +Lanane Family 

 11:30 AM St. Mary, Anderson  +Betty Brownfield 

CONFESSION TIMES / 
HORARIO DE CONFESIÓN  

 St. Mary, Anderson 

Saturdays/Sábados 1:00-2:00 PM  

Until further notice in the sacristy. 

Hasta nuevo aviso en la sacristía.   

 St. Mary, Alexandria 

Saturdays/Sábados 3:30-4:00 PM 

 

 St. Ambrose 

Saturdays/Sábados 4:00-5:00 PM 

Find the daily & Sunday readings 

at https://bible.usccb.org/readings/

calendar 

  

Encuentra las lecturas diarias y 

dominicales en Español en https://

bible.usccb.org/es/readings/

calendar 
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 PASTORATE NEWS / NOTICIAS DEL PASTORADO 

 

St. Ambrose                                                               

Pledged/Prometido = $80,594 

Amount Received/Cantidad recibida = $65,803 

Outstanding/Cantidad sobresaliente = $15,337 

 
St. Mary Anderson                  

Pledged/Prometido = $101,764 

Amount Received/Cantidad recibida = $58,510 

Outstanding/Cantidad sobresaliente = $43,574 

 
St. Mary Alexandria 

Pledged/Prometido = $40,885 

Amount Received/Cantidad recibida = $27,493 

Outstanding/Cantidad sobresaliente = $12,567 

Anderson-Alexandria Pastorate                  

Pledged/Prometido = $223,243 

Amount Received/Cantidad recibida = $151,806 

Outstanding/Cantidad sobresaliente = $71,477 

St. Ambrose                                                               

YTD Giving/Donaciones $278,867 

YTD Expenses/Gastos $235,819 

St. Mary Anderson                  

YTD  Giving/Donaciones $316,265 

YTD Expenses/Gastos $484,508 

St. Mary Alexandria* 

YTD  Giving/Donaciones $363,275 

YTD Expenses/Gastos $463,659 

STEWARDSHIP / FINANZAS 

On Line Giving / Donaciones En Línea  

St. Ambrose - 

 https://osvhub.com/st-ambrose-church-anderson/funds 

St. Mary, Anderson - https://osvhub.com/stmaryanderson/funds 

St. Mary, Alexandria -  https://www.osvhub.com/

stmarystambrose/giving/funds/weekly-church-offering  

ROSARY AT THE GROTTO—
SEPTEMBER 13TH 

The parishioners of St. Mary, Alexandria 

invite everyone to attend this rosary 

recitation which includes reflections on 

Christ's life. This prayer service will be 

held on Tuesday, September 13th at 

7:00pm. Join us in praying for  peace 

in our families, communities, and the 

world as well as respect for all life. 

ROSARIO EN LA GRUTA—13 DE 

SEPTIEMBRE 

Los feligreses de St. Mary, Alexandria invitan a 

todos a asistir este rezo del rosario que incluye 

reflexiones sobre la vida de Cristo. Este servicio de 

oración se llevará a cabo el Martes 13 de septiembre 

a las 7:00 pm. Únase a nosotros para orar  por  la 

paz en nuestras familias, comunidades y el mundo y 

también para orar por el respeto a toda vida. 

Next Sunday, September 18 

9:30am—12:30pm  

at St. Mary, Alexandria 

Adoración  
DEL SANTÍSIMO SACRAMENTO 

Proximo domingo,  

18 de Septiembre 

9:30am—12:30 pm  

en St. Mary, Alexandria 
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PASTORATE NEWS / NOTICIAS DEL PASTORADO 

SENIOR LINK PROGRAM 

The Anderson Police Department 

is excited to announce that it is 

bringing back its Senior Link 

program!  The Senior Link 

program works to identify those 

senior citizens in our community 

who may be without family or 

other social support systems to 

ensure that their needs are being 

met. Through weekly phone calls, 

and/or in-home visits, they attempt to assess the needs of 

participating seniors.  

Such assessments include social service and home security 

needs, as well as domestic concerns such as living conditions 

within the home, groceries, transportation, etc. When such 

needs are determined to exist, the Anderson Police 

Department will make the appropriate referrals to outside 

agencies to assist senior citizens in obtaining the help. 

If you or someone you know would like to sign up for the 

Senior Link program, or if you would like to volunteer to 

reach out and call these members please call Cathy Gethrie at 

765-648-6712. 

PROGRAMA ENLACE PERSONAS MAYORES 

¡El Departamento de Policía de Anderson se 

complace en anunciar que traerá de vuelta su 

programa Senior Link! El programa Senior Link 

trabaja para identificar a las personas mayores en 

nuestra comunidad que pueden no tener familia u 

otros sistemas de apoyo social para garantizar que 

se satisfagan sus necesidades. A través de 

llamadas telefónicas semanales y/o visitas a 

domicilio, intentan evaluar las necesidades de las 

personas mayores participantes. 

Dichas evaluaciones incluyen las necesidades de servicio 

social y seguridad del hogar, así como preocupaciones 

domésticas como las condiciones de vida dentro del hogar, 

comestibles, transporte, etc. Cuando se determine que 

existen tales necesidades, el Departamento de Policía de 

Anderson hará las referencias apropiadas a agencias 

externas para ayudar a las personas mayores a obtener la 

ayuda. 

Si usted o alguien que conoce desea inscribirse en el 

programa Senior Link, o si desea ser voluntario para 

comunicarse y llamar a estos miembros, llame a Cathy 

Gethrie al 765-648-6712. 
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PARISH NEWS / NOTICIAS PARROQUIALES—ST. AMBROSE & ST. MARY, ANDERSON  

FUNERAL LUNCHEON MINISTRY AT ST. MARY (ALEXANDRIA) 

St. Mary Alexandria is once again offering funeral luncheons as a Corporal Work of 

Mercy ministry to our parishioners and their families. We are compiling a couple of 

different lists.  

1) Volunteers are needed to help set up, serve, and then clean up after the family meals 

which generally are served in Zimmer Hall.  

2) Also needed are those who can provide food for these family meals. Your name will 

be added to a rotating list to be called on an as-needed basis. 

Contact Cathy Summa at (765) 724-3484 (h) to let her know how you can help. Your 

help in consoling those who grieve is greatly appreciated! 

PARISH NEWS / NOTICIAS PARROQUIALES—ST. MARY - ALEXANDRIA  

ST. MARY ALEXANDRIA HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY 

St. Mary High School Youth Ministry will have its first meeting of the school year 

on Sunday, September 11.  We will meet in Zimmer Hall at 6pm.  All parish 

students in grades 9-12 are encouraged to attend.  Contact Noah Dockrey or 

Andrea Stafford for more information.  Hope to see you there!! 

2023 QUINCEAÑERA 

REGISTRATION  

Each Sunday in October after the 

11:30am Mass, volunteers will be 

in the Church annex registering 

anyone who would like to celebrate 

a quinceañera Mass in 2023. 

Quinceañera Masses must be 

scheduled at least 8 months in 

advance. 

INSCRIPCIÓNES PARA 

QUINCEAÑERAS EN 2023 

Cada domingo de octubre después de la 

misa de las 11:30 a. m., los voluntarios 

estarán en el anexo de la iglesia 

registrando a cualquier persona que desee 

celebrar una misa de quinceañera en 2023. 

Las Misas de Quinceañera deben 

programarse con al menos 8 meses de 

anticipación. 

ALTAR LINEN MINISTRY AT ST. MARY (ALEXANDRIA) 

Calling all folks who do laundry! St. Mary Alexandria needs to increase the 

number of people who clean and prepare the altar linens. You will be cleaning 

and preparing the cloths used during the sacred celebration of the Mass, so some 

basic special care is needed for some linens. Volunteers will provide you with 

guidance and the simple instructions for those special items. What a blessing to 

help with this much-needed ministry!  

"The manner in which we treat sacred things (even those of lesser significance 

than the chalice, paten, liturgical furnishings, etc.) fosters and expresses our 

openness to the graces God gives to his Church in every celebration of the 

Eucharist."  

To learn how to be a part of this ministry, contact Nora Cleaver at (765) 724-

2618 or Karen Gilson (765) 621-7663. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Thompson Wealth Management Group 
8888 Keystone Crossing, Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46240
(317) 810-5414 | dan.thompson@rbc.com
www.thompsonwmg.com

Daniel P. Thompson, CRPC
Senior Vice President –  
Financial Advisor 
(Parish oner)i
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