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OFF THE TOP OF MY HEAD…  

The Season of Lent begins this Wednesday, and there are 

seven Ash Wednesday Masses in the Pastorate: Two at 

each parish and one at Ascension St. Vincent Hospital. 

(Check the bulletin for the schedule.) 

During the Lenten Season, there will be a few simple 

changes to our weekend Masses. Two of these changes 

happen every year. Due to the more solemn tone of the 

Lenten season, we don’t sing (or recite) the Glory to God or 

the Alleluia (Gospel acclamation) during the Lenten 

Season. In fact, we don’t use the “A-word” at all during the 

liturgies of Lent.  

We will also conclude our Masses in silence, instead of 

singing a hymn during the departure of the priest and altar 

servers. This will also reinforce the tone of solemnity that is 

essential to the Lenten season.  

(During the Advent season, through a miscommunication, 

the Masses at St. Mary Alexandria began and concluded in 

silence. I’ve been asked why this change was implemented, 

and the question was sometimes accompanied by the 

observation that this kind of liturgical practice might make 

more sense during Lent. That observation was on target!)  

Silence during (or at the end of) Mass can be a very rich 

and sacred experience, but it may take some spiritual 

discipline for that to be the case. It can be very easy, when 

there is no concluding hymn, to begin putting on coats and 

gathering possessions so we can exit the pew as soon as the 

priest is past us.  

But during that 30-45 seconds as the altar servers and priest 

walk down the middle aisle, it doesn’t take much more 

effort to remain silent, to allow the Mass just experienced 

to take root in us, and to prepare ourselves to go forth on 

mission.  

On a completely different note, I want to offer my 

gratitude, and my Mom’s, to all those who sent her cards on 

the occasion of her 99th birthday. She received over 150 

cards from many different locations, and from many people 

she has never met (and never will) who were so kind to 

send such lovely greetings. At my most recent visit with 

her, I took a quick pass through the cards, and was pleased 

to see so many from our parishioners here in Anderson and 

Alexandria.  

Thank you! 

See you on Ash Wednesday! 

Fr. Tom Metzger 

February 11, 2024 

PENSAMIENTOS DEL PADRE TOM... 

El Tiempo de Cuaresma comienza este miércoles y habrán 

siete misas de Miércoles de Ceniza en el Pastorado: dos en 

cada parroquia y una en el Hospital Ascension St. Vincent. 

(Consulte el boletín para saber el horario). 

Durante la temporada de Cuaresma, habrá algunos cambios 

simples en nuestras misas de fin de semana. Dos de estos 

cambios ocurren cada año. Debido al tono más solemne de 

la Cuaresma, no cantamos (ni recitamos) el Gloria a Dios o 

el Aleluya (aclamación del Evangelio) durante la Cuaresma. 

De hecho, no utilizamos la “palabra A” en absoluto durante 

las liturgias de Cuaresma. 

También concluiremos nuestras misas en silencio en lugar 

de cantar un himno durante la salida del sacerdote y los 

monaguillos. Esto también reforzará el tono de solemnidad 

que es esencial para la temporada de Cuaresma. 

(Durante la temporada de Adviento y debido a una falta de 

comunicación, las misas en St. Mary Alexandria 

comenzaron y concluyeron en silencio. Me preguntaron por 

qué se implementó este cambio, y la pregunta a veces fue 

acompañada por la observación de que este tipo de práctica 

litúrgica podría tener más sentido durante la Cuaresma. ¡Esa 

observación fue acertada!) 

El silencio durante (o al final de) la misa puede ser una 

experiencia muy rica y sagrada, pero puede que se requiera 

cierta disciplina espiritual para que ese sea el caso. Puede 

ser muy fácil, cuando no hay un himno final, comenzar a 

ponernos los abrigos y reunir nuestras pertenencias para 

poder salir del banco tan pronto como el sacerdote pase 

junto a nosotros. 

Pero durante esos 30 a 45 segundos mientras los 

monaguillos y el sacerdote caminan por el pasillo central, no 

nos cuesta mucho más esfuerzo permanecer en silencio, 

para permitir que la misa que acabamos de vivir se arraigue 

en nosotros y para prepararnos para seguir adelante. en 

misión. 

Pasando a otro tema completamente diferente, quiero 

expresar mi gratitud y la de mi mamá a todos aquellos que 

le enviaron tarjetas con motivo de sus 99 años. Recibió más 

de 150 tarjetas de muchos lugares diferentes y de muchas 

personas que nunca había conocido (y que nunca conocerá) 

que fueron tan amables de enviarle saludos encantadores. 

En mi visita más reciente con ella, leí rápidamente las 

tarjetas y me complació ver a tantas de nuestros feligreses 

aquí en Anderson y Alexandria. 

¡Gracias! 

¡Nos vemos el Miércoles de Ceniza! 

Padre Tom Metzger 

11 de febrero 2024 
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. . . . . . . . . . Father Tom Metzger 
 

Associate Pastor  

. . . . . . . . . . Fr. John Johnson 
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Deacon / Diacono 

. . . . . . . . . . Dcn. Mike Burns 
 

Director of Operations/ 

Director de Operaciones 

. . . . . . . . . . Daniel “Buddy” LeRose  
 

Director of Evangelization/ 

Directora de Evangelización 

. . . . . . . . . . Christine Vincent-Rodas 
 

Accountant (Anderson Parishes) / 

Contador (Parroquias de Anderson)  

. . . . . . . . . . Charlie Armington 
 

Food Ministry Coordinator  

Coordinadora del Ministerio de 

Alimentación 

(Anderson Parishes / Parroquias de Anderson)  

. . . . . . . . . . Lawson Hunsicker 
 

Holy Cross School Principal/ 

Director de la Escuela Holy Cross 

. . . . . . . . . . Rob Frey 
 

St. Mary School Principal/ 

Directora de la Escuela Sta. Maria 

. . . . . . . . . . Rachel Duckworth   
 

Parish Secretaries /  

Secretarias de las Parroquias:   

St. Ambrose . . . . . . . . . .Anita Myers  

St. Mary, Anderson . . . . . Robin Grose  

St. Mary, Alexandria . . . . Traci Gates  

MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS FOR THE WEEK / 

INTENCIONES & LECTURAS DE LAS MISAS 

Monday, February 12 / Lunes, 12 de Febrero 

James/Santiago 1:1-11 | Mark/Marcos 8:11-13 

8:00 AM St. Mary, Anderson  +All Souls’ Day Intentions 

Tuesday, February 13 / Martes, 13 de Febrero 

James/Santiago 1:12-18 | Mark/Marcos 8:14-21 

8:00 AM St. Ambrose, Anderson +Roger Chezem & +Ed Bollman 

Wednesday, February 14 / Miércoles, 14 de Febrero 

Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:12-18 | 2 Corinthians/2 Corintios 5:20—6:2 |  

Matthew/Mateo 6:1-6, 16-18 

8:00 AM St. Mary, Alexandria +Marajo Vollenhalls Maxwell 

8:10 AM St. Ambrose, Anderson  +All Souls’ Day Intentions 

8:15 AM St. Mary, Anderson +Wayne Carter 

11:30 AM St. Vincent Hospital, Anderson   +Rachel Lakes 

6:00 PM St. Mary, Alexandria +Jim & +Rosemary Cauffman 

6:00 PM St. Ambrose, Anderson  +All Souls’ Day Intentions 

7:00 PM  St. Mary, Anderson +All Souls’ Day Intentions 

Thursday, February 15 / Jueves, 15 de Febrero 

Deuteronomy/Deuteronomio 30:15-20 | Luke/Lucas 9:22-25 

8:15 AM St. Mary, Anderson +Al Stoner 

7:00 PM  St. Mary, Anderson +Alex & +Maria Garcia 

Friday, February 16 / Viernes, 16 de Febrero 

Isaiah/Isaías 58:1-9a | Matthew/Mateo 9:14-15 

8:00 AM St. Mary, Alexandria  +Allan Matchett 

8:10 AM St. Ambrose, Anderson  +Roger Chezem 

Saturday, February 17 / Sábado, 17 de Febrero 

The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order 

Isaiah/Isaías 58:9b-14 | Luke/Lucas 5:27-32 

4:00 PM St. Mary, Anderson  +Elaine Hawkins 

4:30 PM St. Mary, Alexandria +Thomas Lehman 

Sunday, February 18 / Domingo, 18 de Febrero 

First Sunday of Lent /  

Primero Domingo de Cuaresma 

Genesis/Génesis 9:8-15 | 1 Peter/1 Pedro 3:18-22 |  

Mark/Marcos 1:12-15 

7:30 AM St. Mary, Anderson  +Jeanne Papai 

8:30 AM St. Mary, Alexandria People of the Pastorate 

9:30 AM St. Ambrose, Anderson +Ray & +Elaine Chezem 

11:30 AM St. Mary, Anderson +All Souls’ Day Intentions 

Find the daily & Sunday readings at 

https://bible.usccb.org/readings/

calendar 

  

Encuentra las lecturas diarias y 

dominicales en Español en https://

bible.usccb.org/es/readings/calendar 

CONFESSION TIMES / 
HORARIO DE CONFESIÓN  

 St. Mary, Anderson 

Thursdays/Jueves 6:00-6:45 PM 

Saturdays/Sábados 2:30-3:30 PM 

Until further notice in the sacristy. 

Hasta nuevo aviso en la sacristía.   

 St. Mary, Alexandria 

Saturdays/Sábados 3:30-4:00 PM 

 St. Ambrose—will resume in April 
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WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP REPORT  

(Fiscal Year July 1 – June 30)   

  Feb. 4, 2024 

Year-To-

Date /          

el año hasta 

la fecha 
    

St. Mary, 

Alexandria 

Budgeted / 

Presupuestado 
$4,808 $153,856 

 
Received / 

Recibido 
$4,418 $149,222 

 
Over/(Short)  

Sobre / (Corto) 
($390) ($4,634) 

    

St. Mary, 

Anderson 

Budgeted / 

Presupuestado 
$11,110 $355,520 

  
Received / 

Recibido 
$20,116 $328,512 

  
Over/(Short)  

Sobre / (Corto) 
$9,006 ($27,008) 

    

St. Ambrose 
Budgeted / 

Presupuestado 
$8,805 $281,760 

  
Received / 

Recibido 
$11,462 $251,643 

  
Over/(Short)  

Sobre / (Corto) 
$2,657 ($30,117) 

PASTORATE NEWS / NOTICIAS DEL PASTORADO 

Next Sunday, February 18 

9:30am—12:30pm  

at St. Mary, Alexandria 

Adoración  
DEL SANTÍSIMO SACRAMENTO 

Proximo domingo,  

18 de Febrero 

9:30am—12:30 pm  

en St. Mary, Alexandria 
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 PASTORATE NEWS / NOTICIAS DEL PASTORADO 

EUCHARIST IS A VERB:  

HOW TO MORE FULLY PARTICIPATE IN THE 

MASS 

On the five Wednesdays of Lent followin  Ash 

Wednesday, Fr. Tom will present “EUCHARIST IS A 

VERB,” a series on the Eucharist not only as the Real 

Presence of Christ, but as the action of the Church (and 

Christ) in which we are called to actively participate. There 

will be a mix of history, theology, Scripture discussion, and 

faith sharing.  

The sessions will be from 1:00 to 2:30 at St. Ambrose 

(Assembly Hall) and from 7:00 to 8:30 pm at St. Mary 

Alexandria (ZImmer Hall, in the church basement; park on 

the north side of the building). The dates are February 21 

and 28, and March 6, 13, and 20.  

If you have a personal 

missal, a Magnificat 

or other “Mass guide,” 

bring it, but if not, you 

don’t need to purchase 

one. The sessions will 

be conducted in 

English only. 
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 PASTORATE NEWS / NOTICIAS DEL PASTORADO 

The Knights of Columbus will be holding Lenten fish fries every Friday 

during Lent, beginning this coming Friday, February 16 at the 

Columbian Hall, 1225 Main, Anderson from 5-7:30pm.  Come out for a 

great meal and great company.  
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PARISH NEWS / NOTICIAS PARROQUIALES—ST. AMBROSE & ST. MARY, ANDERSON 

PASTORATE NEWS / NOTICIAS DEL PASTORADO 

LENTEN 2ND COLLECTION 

During Lent you won’t see the St. 

Vincent de Paul volunteers with the 

orange boxes or the Food Ministry 

people with the soup kettles. Like 

last year, the ushers will do a second 

collection each week (Anderson 

only) and the money donated will be 

split between St. Vincent de Paul 

and the Food Ministries. Thank you 

so much for supporting our work to help our struggling 

neighbors. Happy Lent and God bless us all!  

COLECTA DE CUARESMA 2DA 

Durante la Cuaresma no verán a los 

voluntarios de San Vicente de Paúl con las 

cajas naranjas ni a las personas del Ministerio 

de Alimentos con las ollas de sopa. Como el 

año pasado, los ujieres realizarán una segunda 

colecta cada semana (solo en Anderson) y el 

dinero donado se dividirá entre San Vicente de 

Paúl y los Ministerios de Alimentos. Muchas 

gracias por apoyar nuestro trabajo para ayudar 

a nuestros vecinos que luchan. ¡Feliz 

Cuaresma y que Dios nos bendiga a todos! 

Hallow has been an amazing resource 

that I use on a daily basis! It has 

everything that you can imagine to offer 

for the Catholic faith! I know a lot of 

parishioners would appreciate this 

during the Lenten session! God Bless! 

~St. Ambrose Parishioner and Holy 

Cross School Parent  
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SCHOOL NEWS / NOTICIAS DE LA ESCUELA—ST. MARY SCHOOL, ALEXANDRIA  

PARISH NEWS / NOTICIAS PARROQUIALES—ST. MARY, ALEXANDRIA 

DAUGHTERS OF MARY—SUPER BOWL BAKE SALE! 

The Daughters of Mary Super Bowl Bake Sale February 10 & 11 after both Masses in the Narthex!  

Proceeds from the bake sale go to support works of St. Mary, Alexandria parish and school.  Please call 

Mary Anne DiRuzza if you have any questions.   

AT-HOME MEALS FOR THOSE IN NEED 

St. Mary Alexandria parishioners have a long-standing tradition of delivering at-home meals to parishioners 

when special needs arise. For example, parish volunteers deliver meals to those who had surgery, are recov-

ering from illness, had a new baby, or just need an extra meal and chat with a friend. Please contact Mary 

Anne DiRuzza at 765-623-2188 if you would like to volunteer or if you need a meal. 
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