


HOLY CROSS PARISH

HOLYCROSSRUMSON.ORG

30 Ward Avenue.
Rumson, New Jersey 07760
(732) 842-0348

parish@holycrossrumson.org

Rev. Michael Lankford-Stokes, Pastor

Staff:
Rev. Joseph Tizio, CSsR, Weekend Assistant
Susan Symington, Sacristan
Chris McGrath, Music Director
Chuck Lada, Business Administrator
Eileen George Secretary/Bookkeeper
Sallie Kabash, CRE

Maryrose Cooke, Online Giving
Matt Butler, Youth Ministry

Church Hours:
Weekdays: 8:30 am until 4:00 pm
Weekends: Open for Masses only

Weekday Mass: 9:00 am
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm

Sunday Masses:
8:00 am, 10:30 am and 5:00 pm

Eucharistic Adoration:

Wednesday 9:30 am - Noon

Confessions: Friday 9:30 am

Holy Cross Parish/Academy
Calendar of Events

Saturday, March 29, 2025
4th Sunday of Lent - 5:00 Vigil

2nd Collection for Social Concerns Committee

Sunday, March 30, 2025
*4th Sunday of Lent - Laetare Sunday
*Knights of Columbus to attend 10:30am Mass to-
gether and say a few words to the Parishioners
*2nd Collection for the Social Concerns Committee

Monday, March 31, 2025
AA Open Meeting 7:30pm SJMM

Tuesday, April 1, 2025
HCA 4th Grade Confessions 9:30am

Choir 7:00pm Church

Wednesday, April 2, 2025
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 9:30am

No Women'’s Study Group

Thursday, April 3, 2025
HCA 6th Grade Confessions 9:30am

Men’s Group 7:00 b SJMM

Friday, April 4, 2025
Confessions 9:30am

Stations of the Cross 7:00pm

Saturday, April 5, 2025
Fifth Sunday of Lent ~ Judica Sunday

5:00pm Vigil

Sunday, April 6, 2025
Fifth Sunday of Lent ~ Judica Sunday
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March 30, 2025

Dear Parishioners:

This Sunday we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Lent, traditionally known as “Laetare
Sunday” from the first words of the Latin Introit for the Mass of the day, which means
‘Rejoice’ (Is. 66:10-11); Laetare Sunday is a signal to us that Easter joy is near. Thus,
this Sunday we wear rose-colored vestments, instead of purple, and lighten our
sacrifices for the day in anticipation of Easter Day.

As we are nearing Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter Sunday it is important that you
now start thinking about your participation in Holy Week liturgies and your Easter
Sunday Celebration. Please see the parish website for times of Masses and liturgies.

I also want to stress the importance of Holy Thursday night’s Mass and the
Commemoration of Our Lord’s Passion on Good Friday. I encourage you to take Good
Friday off from work, close your stores and shops, and be present to Our Lord that day
in the sacred liturgies of the Church. The seriousness in which you take your faith is not
only an example of Christian witness, it is a sermon in itself to others.

Lastly, a few things. .. The Rosary is prayed after the 9:00AM Mass on weekdays. It
doesn’t take long, so think about staying and joining in. Again, please do your part in
the Annual Catholic Appeal for the parish and the diocese. A little generosity can go a
long way. Also, we are in need of altar servers and ushers for all the Masses.

In hoc signo vinces,

Fr. Michael
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March 29
March 30
March 30
March 30
March 30
March 30
March 31
April 1
April 2
April 3
April 4
April 5
April 6
April 6
April 6
April 6
April 6

dart

@ Mass Intentions

5:00 pm Jacques LaCombe Kim Tagliareni and Family
8:00 am Mary Ellen McCann Taphy Harcsar
10:30 am For the Parishioners Parish
10:30 am Arline Pennington The Velcamp Family
10:30 am Josephine Benedetto The McCaig Family
5:00 pm Veronica Vivianni The Gray Family
9:00 am Amy Cole Michelle Decker
9:00 am Keith Nowak Sue Ryerson & Kathy McConville
9:00 am Rev. William C. Riker, Jr. Melissa Bahrs
9:00 am Eileen Kenney Sallie Kabash
9:00 am Richard O’Brien—1st anniversary of passing | Richard S. O’Brien
5:00 pm Rev. William C. Riker, Jr. Fr. Michael Lankford-Stokes
8:00 am Ronald H. Shiftan The Kingsbery Family
10:30 am Marie Cottrell Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McDonald
10:30am Andrew Kroon Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Leahy
10:30 am For the Parishioners Parish
5:00 pm The Livingston Family The Gray Family
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0 l\’lnﬂ " PLEASE CONSIDER A DONATION TO HOLY CROSS PARISH THROUGH

Sunday, March 16, 2025 ONLINE GI‘"NG

Offerings: $11, 689.00

$ 2 7 7 4 0 0 Scan this QR CODE using your mobile device to access the Holy Cross Church Online Giving Portal
) .

Online:

Leaving money to your church in your will or
trust is a way to support the church'’s future

work and give thanks for your faith. It can also Please make a one-time or recurring donation.
be a way to help your church members feel Thanicyou jR8 yaur gensrosig)f

more connected to the church community

“Practicing charity is the best way to evangelize.” - Pope Francis

The Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph Votive Candles are available

To reserve the votive candles for your loved one or for a special occasion,

please use the following link: holycrossrumson.org/commemorate
($10.00/candle)
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Diocese of Trenton Annual Catholic Appeal
Fasiplas encourages all to ‘Fan the Flame of Hope’
el il when considering a gift!

HOPE
2025 Holy Cross

PR Annual Catholic Appeal Progress:
y Goal: $81,000.00
DONATE 4 g Pledged: $24,540.00 (30%)
NOW Paid:  $21,905.00 (27%)
Total Donors: 72
Average Gift: $318.70

Estimated Rebate Due: $0.00
-Pledged $ Reached Goal by July 31, 2025: $0.00 (5% of goal)
-5% Donor Increase from Last Year: $0.00 (5% of goal)
-100% Paid Over Goal: $0.00

ACA 2024 Performance comparison as of March 21, 2024
ACA 2024 Pledged: $31,320.00
ACA 2024 Donors: 69
ACA 2024 Average Gift: $429.04

STATIONS OF THIEE CRO

FOR MARRIED COUPLES

g Q\ l - & ‘ N7 We are still in need of Altar Servers
. - (boys/girls grades 5th and up) We are

also looking for men and women

volunteers to usher at the Masses.
Please call the HC Parish Office at
(732) 842-0348 Ext. 208
or see Sue Symington after Mass

April 4 — 7:00pm -St. Robert Bellarmine Co-Cathedral,
Freehold
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH
Social Concerns Committee

HIS HANDS HIS FEET

Social Concerns Committee Parish Collection

Fr. Michael has approved the Parish in support of the Social Concerns Committee will dedicate the 2nd
collection on the last Sunday of the month where there are 5 Sunday’s in that month.

This collection will help the Social Concerns Committee with the increased demand for support they are
receiving from our community.

This 2nd collection would commence starting on the weekend of March 29th & 31st 2025 and then
subsequently in June / August / November wherein each of those months there are 5 Sundays.
We will ensure to provide information of the upcoming collections in the Bulletins.

When making an online donation to the Social Concerns Committee, please be sure to note it in the memo section

Easter Gift Card Giving Campaign - April 2025

In place of our Monthly Food Collection we will be asking our Parishioners to donate
Store Gift Cards during the Month of April for Easter to help support our neighbors in need.

We are asking for Food Store Gift cards in $25/$50 denominations the following stores:
e  ShopRite
¢ Foodtown
e Target
e  Walmart

e Stop & Shop

Please drop off at the Food Gift Cards purchased in the Gathering Spaces each Sunday in April 2025.

We appreciate the support from our Parishioners
and their continued generosity in helping those neighbors in need.

be a constant remmder

of His love and promise
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Under the Sea
Woodland Creatures
The Zoo
At The Beach
A Bug's Life
Jurassic Park
Jungle Explorers
Wild West
Let's Go Camping
Space Expedition
To Infinity & Beyond
Under the Sea Art Camp
Summer Work Camp
Wonderful World of Bugs
At The Campsite
Explore the Seasons
Beach Party Art Camp
Nature Rocks Art Camp
Sports Readiness Camp

Mad Scientist

4-7
3-5
4-7
3-5
4-7
3-5
5-9
Incoming 1st - 3rd Grade
3-5
4-7
3-5
5-9
5-9
3-5
4-7

June 9 - June 12
June 9 - June 12
June 9 - June 12
June 9 - June 12
June 16 - June 19
June 16 - June 19
June 23 - June 26
June 23 - June 26
June 30 - July 3
June 30 - July 3
July 7 - July 10
July 7 - July 10
July 7 - July 10
July 14 - July 17
July 14 - July 17
July 21 - July 24
July 21 - July 24
July 28 - July 31
July 28 - July 31

August 11 - August 14

HOLY
CROSS

9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:30 am - 12:30 pm
9:30 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
9:30 am - 12:30 pm
9:30 am - 12:30 pm
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
9:00 am - 12:30 pm
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Cathollc Schools

DIOCESE of
TRE NTON

Diocese of Trenton Catholic Schools

IN-PERSON JOB FAIRS

Registration is encouraged but not required

30 DIFFERENT SCHOOLS REPRESENTED!
APR 8 ae3orm  MAY }8 4-6:30PM

Holmdel, NJ Lawrenceville, NJ

sihoots HAVE it ALL!

FAITH ® ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE ® SERVICE @ COMMUNITY ® ATHLETICS

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: dioceseoftrenton.org/school-job-fairs

I

NEW YORK
YANKEES

%@

PHIILADELPHIA
PHILLIES

. TRENTON
* CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS

7/27/2025
1:35 PM

SEATS STARTING
AT $40.00.

LIMITED
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A SPIRITUAL CENTER ON CEN-
TRAL JERSEY 'S BEAUTIFUL
SHORELINE

400 Route 35 North, South Mantoloking, NJ 08738

Programs are offered to enrich, renew and
deepen one’s interior communication with the
Lord in an atmosphere of prayer, quiet and
solitude. The scenic environment of the Atlan-
tic Ocean and Barnegat Bay provides addition-
al contemplative opportunity. Go forth and
teach the Word of God.” Our ministry on this
holy ground is for the people of God who
come to St. Joseph By the Sea for soul search-
ing, trying to find peace in their lives and a
God who understands them.

A CURRENT RETREAT BROCHURE CAN BE
FOUND ON THEIR WEBSITE — www.sjbsea.org

PROVIDING EXCELLENCE IN TRADITIONAL
CATHOLIC EDUCATION SINCE 1941

3 Year Old Preschool Through Grade 8

Elite Academy Education at 1/3 of the Cost
TRADITIONAL, Competitive, Challenging Curriculum
After School Care & Activities Until 6pm (Pre-8)

100% of Our Graduating Class Continues to Gain
Acceptance to Their Top Choice High School

Enrolling for Fall 2025
Tuition Assistance Available

HOLY CROSS ACADEMY
HCARUMSON.ORG Eﬁ%@

40 Rumson Road, Rumson NJ 07760 -
£ o,



http://www.sjbsea.org

HOLY CROSS

QGOLF

OUTING & DINNER

lMAY VAY 19

1899 COUNTRY CLUB

Eﬁz-t REGISTER ONLINE
'*‘?E‘* SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE

Carly York

Andrew Macxrowskl \
Album Releasexec1t

, -;f;St. yL
x 1-Pha1 ”1 SR m‘hg
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HOLY CROSS PARISH
COMMUNITY EVENT

HCARUMSON.ORG/GOLF [ i

ja'm/ Olis/

WHETHER YOU'RE AN AVID GOLFER OR JUST
WANT TO JOIN US FOR A TERRIFIC DINNER
AND SILENT AUCTION, THIS IS A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE FUN, SUPPORT THE
PARISH AND CONNECT WITH OTHERS FROM

BEACON HILL THE PARISH AND ACADEMY CMMUNITY.




featuring the combined choirs of

the Diocesan Festival choir and
the Red Bank Oratory with the

Orchestra of St. Cecilia under the
direction of Mr. Shawn Mack

4.00 PM

Sunday
April 6. 2025 |

Admission: Adults $20
Semors & Students S15 (under 8 free)
(Tickets may be purchased at the door or
in advance o ne athtt s://dioceseoftrenton.or
dioces. estival-choir

For Further Information c

St. Luke Church

1674 Old Freehold Road

Toms River, NJ 08755.

Parish Main Office: 732-286-2222.

DISCOVER THE JOY
OF BEING A

VOLUNTEER

Share a Memory. Hold a Hand. Lend an Ear. Touch a Heart.

Visiting Nurse Assomatlon Health Group WI|| prowde you wnh training and support to enhance

your gifts of K K p to those nearing end of life.
Bring a supportive Comfort and Provnde Bring a gentle
presence and with
companionship calls in our support on a variety your certified
through home office of projects that Pet Therapy dog
visitation enhance our

patient's care
Interested in becoming a volunteer?

Contact: Pauline DePalma, BSW Director of Volunteer Services
732-224-6933 pauline.depalma@vnahg.org

Hea{th Group VNA Health Group
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 3600 State Route 66 Neptune, NJ 07753

We encourage volunteers to wait one year following the death of a loved one.
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Francis House of Prayer
84 Walnford Road, Allentown, NJ 08501
FRANCIS 609-877-0509
L‘L%%?EE Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration,
— directions and for our other offerings!

Francis House of Prayer serves the people of the Diocese of
Trenton and beyond by providing a contemplative environment
for ongoing spiritual growth which fosters the deepening of rela-
tionship with God, self, others and the world.

Upcoming Retreats

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL ON THE SACRED
HEART OF JESUS

Friday, April 4 1:00-3:30 PM

We offer this opportunity to spend time with and unpack
heartfully Pope Francis’ new encyclical on the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, Dilexit Nos (“He Loved Us”). We need so
very much to remember the deep and compassionate love
of Jesus’ Sacred Heart for all of us in this Lenten season. |
hope you will come to experience anew the immense love
of Jesus’ Sacred Heart for you. Pope Francis writes simply
and is very understandable. Donation: $20

IN-PERSON ONLY

EMBRACING THE WAY OF THE CROSS
THROUGH ART

Monday, April 7 9:30 AM —-2:00 PM

This retreat day will enhance your Lenten experience and
bring you closer to Jesus which is the deepest desire of
your heart. Please come. Sister Celeste, one of our very
best SSJ artists, will offer the beauty of her masterpieces
for you to experience anew the mystery of Christ’s love as
He bares His cross. Led by S. Celeste Mokrzycki, SSJ.
Donation: $40, includes lunch.

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF JESUS

Tuesday, April 8 9:30 AM —2:00 PM

We will spend the day with Jesus lovingly listening to his
Seven Last Words which have come down to us through
the ages. What was in Jesus’ mind and heart as he uttered
them? What is in ours as we pray with them? What an
intimate day between you and Jesus! Donation: $30, in-
cludes lunch and materials. Zoom: $25

DOROTHY DAY

“TO LOVE IS TO SUFFER”

Wednesday, April 9 9:30 AM — Noon

Dorothy Day lived her life in intentional poverty. She
chose to live, work and minister in the way of Jesus. By
aligning herself with the people she served, she grew to
recognize the Christ within each person. We will use her
essay, “To Love is to Suffer” to help us understand the call
to love one another. Donation: $20

GOD CHOOSES THE UNLIKELY

HE GOT UP AND FOLLOWED JESUS

Friday, April 11 9:30 AM — Noon

Matthew “got up” at the invitation from Jesus, left every-
thing and went with Jesus. We will use Caravaggio’s fa-
mous painting The Call of St. Matthew to lead our reflec-
tion and open us to hear Jesus’ call to each of us, individu-
ally and uniquely to leave everything and “come.” Are you
an “unlikely choice” too? What is Jesus inviting you to
leave? Donation: $25 with materials. Zoom: $20



tel:6098770509
http://www.fhop.org/

