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EGoaI: To think of how the actions take by Saint Gregory the Great to evangelize in England lead to the

Econversion of a group of people.

Material: Hand out of the life of St. Gregory the Great and access to a computer to click on the links

: embedded in the document

Elnstructions: Read about Saint Gregory the Great and all the things he did as a Pope that lead him to be :
Sbeloved by all. Then take some time to read the letter he sent to the missionaries, in what we now know as
England, and think about the questions. You can discuss in groups.

During his Papacy, St. Gregory the Great sent
over many missionaries to what we now know
as England. He is credited with helping to
convert England to Christianity.

In fact, the person he would send to carry this
task of evangelization would later on be
declared a saint themselves. St. Augustine of
Canterbury arrived in England to convert the
Anglo-Saxons in 597. St. Augustine had been
the prior of the monastery that St. Gregory had
established before becoming Pope.

There would be a total of 40 in the group, lead
by St. Augustine. The king of the Anglo-Saxons
allowed them to stay and heard the message
they brought. He did not convert but he did
allow them to live peacefully and gave them the
freedom to preach the message they brought
with them. However, they could not do it
publicly. They began to live as they would have
in the monastery and even worshiping in one of
the churches constructed when the Roman
empire was once present there. After the king
himself was converted he then allowed them to
rebuild other churches and openly evangelize in
all places.

St. Gregory the Great would often write to the
missionaries. There is a letter in which he gives
instructions to the missionaries. A translation of
the letter can be found online at the
www.catholicculture.com website from an
excerpt of the works of St. Bede the Venerable
“Ecclesiastical History of the English People”.
Search for Conversion of England.

In this letter, St. Gregory the Great shares with
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the missionaries that they should not be in a
hurry to convert the people they were amongst
but rather take small steps and make God
known to the people through their actions,
helping them to see God amongst them.

After reading the letter sent by Saint Gregory
the Great, now take some time to answer these
questions:

Imagine that you are being sent on a trip to a
far away place in which you are not familiar
with the language or the culture. What would
you do to prepare yourself?

Do you think about the advice given by St.
Gregory the Great to the missionaries was
helpful to them? Explain why.

The missionaries sent by St. Gregory the Great
did not go great deeds. Rather they led
ordinary lives going about their routine of
prayer and helping the poor as they would back
home. Why would these things help them
evangelize those around them?

Today, men and women still leave their homes
to arrive in other countries to evangelize. Not
being familiar with the language or culture, they
arrive like St. Augustine to be witnesses of the
faith through words and actions. The group Lay
Mission Helpers shared a bit in their last
newsletter about a family that travels to
Honduras as missionaries, as well as other lay
people who are also serving as missionaries in
other countries. The story begins on page 3 of
the newsletter.

www.missionsla.org/mca



http://www.missionsla.org/mca
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=4724&repos=1&subrepos=0&searchid=2224796
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=4724&repos=1&subrepos=0&searchid=2224796
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=4724&repos=1&subrepos=0&searchid=2224796
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=4724&repos=1&subrepos=0&searchid=2224796
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=4724&repos=1&subrepos=0&searchid=2224796
https://uscatholicmission.org/documents/2022/8/September-2022-Newsletter-web.pdf
https://uscatholicmission.org/documents/2022/8/September-2022-Newsletter-web.pdf

Actividad de MCA

Semillas de Mision

| Grados

S

o missionar <

g ssionary s

vy

P dhood

association

EObjetivo: Pensar como las acciones realizadas por San Gregorio Magno para evangelizar en Inglaterra

Econducen a la conversion de un grupo de personas.

EMateriaI: Entrega de la vida de San Gregorio Magno y acceso a la web para hacer clic en los enlaces en el

: documento.

Elnstrucciones: Leer sobre San Gregorio Magno y todo lo gue hizo como Papa que los llevd a ser amado por
Stodos. Luego tomen un tiempo para leer la carta que envio los misioneros, en lo que ahora conocemos
:como Inglaterra, y piensa en las preguntas. Estas se pueden discutir en grupos.

Durante su papado, San Gregorio el Magno
envio a misioneros a los que ahora conocemos
como Inglaterra. Se le atribuye haber ayudado
a convertir a Inglaterra al cristianismo.

De hecho, la persona que enviaria para llevar a
cabo esta tarea de evangelizacion seria mas
tarde declarada santa. San Agustin de
Canterbury llegd a Inglaterra para convertir a
los anglosajones en 597. San Agustin habia el
prior del monasterio que San Gregorio habia
establecido antes de convertirse en Papa.

Habria un total de 40 en el grupo, encabezado
por San Agustin. El rey de los anglosajones les
permitio quedarse y escucho el mensaje que
trafan. El no se convirtio pero les permitio vivir
en paz y les dio la libertad de predicar el
mensaje que traian consigo. Sin embargo, no
podian hacerlo publicamente. Comenzaron a
vivir como lo hubieran hecho en el monasterio
e incluso a celebrar misa en una de las iglesias
construidas cuando el imperio romano estuvo
presente alli. Después de que el propio rey ser
convirtio, les permitid reconstruir otras iglesias
y evangelizar abiertamente en todos los
lugares.

San Gregorio Magno solia escribir a los
misioneros. Hay una carta en la que da
instrucciones a los misioneros. Se puede
encontrar una traduccion de la carta en linea
en el sitio web de www.catholicculture.com
bajo el titulo de "Ecclesiastical History of the
English People” este es parte de los escritos de
San Bede the Venerable. El sitio web se puede
buscar como Conversion of England. (este solo
esta disponible en ingles)
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En esta carta San Gregorio Magno comparte
con los misioneros gque no deben tener prisa
por convertir a la gente entre la que se
encuentren, sino dar pequefios pasos y dar a
conocer a Dios a la gente a través de sus
acciones, ayudandolos a ver a Dios entre ellos.

Después de leer la carta enviada por San
Gregorio Magno, ahora tomate un tiempo para
responder estas preguntas:

Imagina que te envian de viaje a un lugar lejano
en le gque no estas familiarizado con el idioma o
la cultura. ¢Qué harias para prepararte?

¢Piensa en los consejos dados por San
Gregorio el Grande a los misioneros fue Util
para ellos? Explica por qué.

Los misioneros enviados por San Gregorio
Magno no hicieron grandes hazafhas. Mas bien,
llevaron una vida ordinaria siguiendo su rutina
de oracion y ayudando a los pobres como lo
harian en casa. ¢Por qué esto les ayudaria a
evangelizar a quienes los rodeaban?

Hoy, hombres y mujeres aun dejan sus hogares
para ir a paises lejanos a evangelizar. Al no
estar familiarizados con el idioma o la cultura,
llegan como San Agustin a ser testigos de la fe
con palabras y acciones. El grupo Lay Mission
Helpers compartio un poco en su ultimo boletin
sobre una familia que viajo a Honduras como
misioneros, asi como otros laicos que también
estan sirviendo como misioneros en otros
paises . La historia comienza en la pagina 3 del
boletin v solo esta en disponible en ingles.
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