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Saint Gregory the
Great was born in
Rome around the
year 540. He was
born to one of the
few wealthy
families that were
left after the
collapse of the
West Roman
Empire.

Due to his family
wealth he was
well educated
and excelled in all
his studies. He
became the
Perfect of Rome
at the age of 33

and was also an expert in law.

He was always drawn to contemplative life and
became a monk. After the death of his father he
converted a villa the family owned into a monastery,
which still stands to this day as the San Gregorio
Magno al Celio. Later on he would go on to found
six more monasteries.

In 590, when Pope Pelagius Il died, Saint Gregory,
was made Pope that same year. He accepted the
office reluctantly and was the Pope of the Catholic
Church between 590 and 604 AD.

As a Pope he put a lot of emphasis on
evangelization and missionary work. He sent a lot of
missionaries abroad.

He also made changes to the mass order, some of
which still remain today. One of them is the place in
which we recite Our Father in the mass today.

St. Gregory also placed a lot of emphasis on the
service to the poor. Which is why he put an
emphasis to having Deacons be the ones tasked
with giving alms to the poor and each one was
assigned to a church for this specific purpose.

He is also credited for the style of music we now
know as Gregorian Chant. Gregorian chants are the
oldest type of church music known to us although
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his involvement in the revision of the Gregorian
chant is greatly disputed.

His commitment to helping the poor was so great
that he asked every clergy to go out into the streets
and help the poor. If anyone should be unwilling
they would be replaced. Most of the riches donated
to the church were distributed among the poor.
Land and other assets were liguidated to help those
in need during famines or plagues.

In 590, a great famine affected Rome. St. Gregory as
Pope ordered for all the food that was being grown
in land own by the church to be distributed for free.
All produce grown was taken directly to Rome and
distributed among thousands of people affected
and this helped to save many people who could
have died from starvation.

Because of all the efforts he made to help the poor
and those suffering, he was very much loved among
the people. He was well respected and lead people
to look to the church for help and guidance in
difficult moments. “The Great” added to the end of
his name was to reflect his status as a writer as well
as his papacy.

During his last years he suffered from arthritis and
died on March 12, 604 AD. Because of his good
deeds he was proclaimed a saint by popular acclaim.

Reflection

1. Saint Gregory the Great would have liked to spend his
days in a monastery away from the world. But he stepped
forward answering the call fo serve the Church. How can
you step out of your comfort zone to help others know of
Jesus Christ?

2. Can you commit to praying a Hail Mary everyday for
the needy children in the world?

Patron of: musicians, singers, students and teachers
540 AD
Death: March 12, 604 AD
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San Gregorio Magno

Fiesta: Septiembre 3 (540-604 d.C.)

San Gregorio
Magno nacid en
Roma alrededor
del afio 540.
Nacié en una de
la épocas familias
ricas que
guedaron
después del
colapso del
Imperio Romano
Occidental.

Debido a la
rigueza de su
familia, fue bien
educado y se
destacd en todos
sus estudios. Se
convirtio en el
Perfecto de Roma
a la edad de 33 afos y también era un experto en
leyes.
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Siempre se sinti¢ atraido por la vida contemplativa y
se hizo monje. Después de la muerte de su padre,
convirtio una villa de la familia en un monasterio.
Que sigue en pie hasta el dia de hoy como San
Gregorio Magno al Celio. Posteriormente fundaria
seis monasterios mas.

En 590 cuando murio el Papa Pelagio Il, San
Gregorio, fue nombrado Papa ese mismo afo.
Aceptd el cargo renuentemente v fue el Papa de la
Iglesia Catdlica entre 590 y 604 d.C.

Como Papa puedo mucho énfasis en la
evangelizacion vy el trabajo misionero. Enviando a
muchos misioneros al extranjero.

También hizo cambios a la misa, algunos de los
cuales aun permanecen hoy. Uno de estos cambios
en el lugar en el que hoy recitamos el Padre Nuestro
en la misa.

Durante el Papado de San Gregorio también uvo
énfasis en que los didconos fueran los encargados
de dar limosna a los pobres y cado uno fuera
asignado a una iglesia para este propdsito
especifico.

También le se atribuye el estilo de masica que ahora
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conocemos como canto gregoriano. Los cantos
gregorianos son el tipo mas antiguo de musica que
la Iglesia conoce. Aunqgue su participacion en la
revision del canto gregoriano es objetado por
algunas personas.

Su compromiso de ayudar a los pobres era tan
grande gue pidid a todos los clérigos que salieran a
la calle a ayudar a los pobres. Si alguien no estaba
dispuesto, eran remplazados. La mayor parte de las
riguezas donadas a la iglesia eran distribuidas entre
los pobres. Se liquidaron tierras y otros bienes para
ayudar a los necesitados en tiempos de necesidad y
hambre.

En 590 una gran hambruna afectd a Roma. San
Gregorio ordeno gue todos los alimentos que se
cultivaban en terrenos de la Iglesia se distribuyeran
de forma gratuita. Todo lo producido se llevd
directamente a Roma vy se distribuyd entre miles de
personas afectadas. Ayudando a salvar a muchos
gue podrian haber muerto de hambre.

Por todos sus esfuerzos gque hizo para ayudar a los
pobre y a los que sufrian, fue muy querido entre la
gente. Era muy respetado vy llevd a la gente a buscar
ayuda y orientacion en la Iglesia en momentos
dificiles. “Magno” ahadido al final de su nombre
refleja su estatus como escritor asi como su papado.

Durante sus Ultimos afos padecio artritis y murio el
12 de marzo de 604 d.C. Por sus buenas obras fue
proclamado santo por aclamacion popular.

Reflexion

1. San Gregorio Magno hubiera querido pasar sus dias en
un monasterio apartado del mundo. Pero respondié al
llamado de servir a la Iglesia. ; Cémo puedes salir de tu
zona de comodidad para ayudar a otros a conocer a
Jesucristo?

2. ;Puedes comprometerte a rezar un Ave Maria todos los
dias por los nifios necesitados del mundo?

Patrono de: musicos, cantantes, estudiantes y
profesores

540 d.C.
Muerte: 12 de marzo de 604 d.C.
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