MCA Saint of the Month

Salnt Rita ()f Cascla Feast Day: May 22 (1386-1457)

Saint Rita of COSCIG was born into a devout family in

1386, receiving the name Margherita Lotti in a quaint
village near Cascia. As the only child of elderly
parents, she was cherished by them. From a young
age, she spent many hours in prayer, nurturing her
aspiration to become a nun. However, her parents had
different plans and arranged for her to marry.

Margherita wed Paolo and together they had two
children. Unfortunately, her husband was not a
practicing Catholic and often treated her poorly. In
her despair, she turned to prayer, asking God to
transform Paolo. After several years of praying Paolo
began to change. In an effort to change his ways, he
attempted to resolve a feud with another family, but
tragically, he was murdered.

At his funeral, Margherita forgave those responsible
for her husband’s death. Shortly thereafter, she faced
further heartache when her two sons succumbed to
dysentery.

Now widowed and without children, Margherita sought
to fulfill her childhood dream of becoming a nun.
However, her entry into the convent was denied due to
her previous marriage and the ongoing feud that had
claimed her husband's life. Once again turning to
prayer, she worked diligently to end the conflict
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between her husband’s family and those who had
killed him. She sought the intercession of Saints John
the Baptist, Augustine, and Nicholas of Tolentino,
praying for reconciliation between the two families.
Additionally, she prayed to St. Mary Magdalene, the
patroness of the convent she wished to join.
Eventually, her prayers were answered, and with the
feud resolved, she was permitted to enter the
convent, taking the name Rita.

Saint Rita is recognized as the patron saint of
impossible causes, reflecting the numerous
challenges she faced throughout her life. Through
unwavering prayer and faith in God, she was able to
navigate her many trials. Little is known about her life
as a religious sister, except that she led a deeply
prayerful existence and often fasted, relying
primarily on the Most Holy Eucharist for her
nourishment. She also has mystical experiences, one
of which left her with a wound on her forehead that
never healed. Representing a thorn from Christ
crown.

In all her suffering, she united herself in prayer with
Christ, sharing in the anguish He endured on the
cross.

(eflecfion: Think of @ moment you or your fomily\

turned to prayer in a difficult moment? Perhaps

you have prayed for someone else.

Pray: Say an Our Father and a Hail Mary for all

@dren or families experiencing a difficulty. j

Patron Saint of: desperate situations and

impossible causes, feuding families, healing, and
mothers.

Birth: 1386

Death: May 22, 1457
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Santo(a) del Mes de MCA
Santa R]_ta de CaSCIa Dia de fiesta: Mayo 22 (1386-1457)

Santa Rita de Casia nacié en una familia devota en
1386, recibiendo el nombre de Margarita Lotti, en un
pintoresco pueblo cerca de Casia. Como hija unica
de padres ancianos, fue muy querida por ellos. Desde
pequefia, dedicé muchas horas a la oracidn,
alimentando su aspiracién de convertirse en monja.
Sin embargo, sus padres tenian otros planes y
organizaron su matrimonio.

Margarita se casé con Paolo y juntos tuvieron dos
hijos. Desafortunadamente, su esposo no practicaba
el catolicismo y a menudo la maltrataba. En su
desesperacion, recurrié a la oracién, pidiendo a Dios
que transformara a Paolo. Tras varios afios de oracién,
Paolo comenzdé a cambiar. En un esfuerzo por
cambiar su comportamiento, intentd resolver una
disputa con otra familia, pero tragicamente, fue
asesinado.

En su funeral, Margarita perdoné a los responsables
de la muerte de su esposo. Poco después, sufrié aun
mas dolor cuando sus dos hijos sucumbieron a la
disenteria.

Viuda y sin hijos, Margherita anhelaba cumplir su
suefio de infancia de ser monja. Sin embargo, su
ingreso al convento le fue denegado debido a su
matrimonio anterior y a la disputa que habia acabado
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@flexién: ¢Recuerdas algun momento en que h
o tu familia recurrieron a la oracién en un
momento dificil? Quizés hayas orado por alguien
mds.

con la vida de su esposo. Volviendo a la oracidn,
trabajé con diligencia para poner fin al conflicto.
Entre la familia de su esposo y quienes lo
asesinaron. Buscd la intercesién de los santos Juan
Bautista, Agustin y Nicolds de Tolentino, rezando por
la reconciliacidn entre ambas familias. Ademas, rezé
a Santa Maria Magdalena, patrona del convento al
que deseaba unirse. Finalmente, sus oraciones
fueron escuchadas y, resuelta la disputa, se le
permitié ingresar al convento, adoptando el nombre
de Rita.

Santa Rita es reconocida como la patrona de las
causas imposibles, lo que refleja los numerosos
desafios que enfrenté a lo largo de su vida. Gracias
a la oracién inquebrantable y a su fe en Dios, logréd
superar sus numerosas pruebas. Se sabe poco sobre
su vida como religiosa, salvo que llevaba una vida de
profunda oracién y ayunaba con frecuencia,
apoydndose principalmente en la Santisima
Eucaristia para su sustento. También tuvo
experiencias misticas, una de las cuales le dejé una
herida en la frente que nunca sand. Representa una
espina de la corona de Cristo.

En todo su sufrimiento, se unié en oracién a Cristo,
compartiendo la angustia que El soporté en la cruz.

Ora: Reza un Padrenuestro y un Avemaria por
todos los nifios o familias que atraviesan una
situacion dificil.

Santa Patréna de: situaciones desesperadas y
causas imposibles, familias en conflicto, sanacién
y madres.

Nacimiento: 1386

Fallecimiento: 22 de mayo de 1457
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