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Master of Arts Degree in Ministry (with Specialization)
The Master of Arts Degree in Ministry program consists of the Certificate in Catholic Theology stacked or paired with another certificate in a specialized area of ministry. A minimum of 36 total credits is required for satisfactory completion of the M.A. in Ministry (combining two 18 credit certificate programs – refer to the Institute for Ministry formation section of the Bulletin for information of the certificate programs). Goals for the M.A. in Ministry include both the attainment of a general knowledge of Catholic Theology, a focused study in a specialized area of ministry, and the application of Theology to a specialized ministerial focus. Successful candidates complete the required coursework, achieving a minimum of a 3.0 GPA each semester and a “B” in each course. This coursework, together with the comprehensive exam, demonstrates the student’s knowledge and ability to integrate principles of Theology into active ministry. The written M.A. comprehensive exam measures the candidate’s knowledge of general theological principles and the application of theology to the area of specialized ministry.
[bookmark: _bookmark85]Learning Outcomes
1. Students will attain academic competency in Catholic theology with a concentration in an area of specialized ministry.
2. Students will demonstrate their knowledge of Catholic theology, their knowledge of their area of ministerial specialty, and the synthesis of both through the final comprehensive examination.
3. Students will develop the skills needed for authentic theological reflection.
4. Students will demonstrate theological integration with their specialized ministerial focus through a comprehensive exam.

[bookmark: _bookmark86]Admission Requirements
The admission requirements are as follows:

1. A bachelor’s degree (B.A., B.S. or equivalent) from an accredited college indicating an aptitude for advanced study.
2. Official transcripts from all post-secondary coursework.
3. 12 credits in theology, or 12 credits in an area of ministerial specialization.
4. Two letters of recommendation from people who can assess your academic, professional/ministerial, and/or spiritual goals.
5. Criminal background check.
6. Letter of good standing from pastor (for certain specializations).
7. Spiritual Direction verification (for Spiritual Direction Certificate). 
Academic Advisement
Each IMF student is assigned an academic advisor from among the members of the faculty or staff of the Seminary. For Students already enrolled in other Saint Vincent Seminary degree program(s), their current academic advisor may continue to advise them of IMF Programs and may consult the Associate Academic Dean or his or her delegate for any necessary clarifications.
The academic advisor for a MA in Ministry student: 

1. is assigned to the candidate at the time of admission to an IMF program;
2. advises the student on academic progress, and Seminary policies; 
3. advises on the preparation for the written comprehensive exam; 
4. assists the student in following degree/course requirements and in choosing courses that fulfill both the core and the elective requirements.

[bookmark: _bookmark88]Required for the Master of Arts in Ministry
1. A cumulative grade point average of 3.0, a B grade or better in each course, seminar, and practicum, including certificate coursework completed prior to admissions to the M.A. program.
2. Successful completion of the comprehensive exam.
3. Completion of all degree requirements and all requirements of the certificates, within ten years after acceptance into the M.A. program. Normally a period of 2-4 years is needed to complete all degree requirements for the Master of Arts Degree.

[bookmark: _bookmark89]Credit Transfer and Advanced Standing Policy
A maximum of 12 credits may be transferred toward the M.A. degree from other accredited graduate schools. Transfer credits must have been earned within the previous ten- year period.

If credits are obtained from another institution, official transcripts documenting the coursework must be submitted to the IMF Director and be approved by the Academic Dean for transfer.

[bookmark: _bookmark90]Comprehensive Exam
The M.A. in Ministry degree requires a written comprehensive exam based upon a list of comprehensive exam questions. The comprehensive exam assesses the student’s general knowledge of the Catholic theological tradition, the area of specialization, and the synthesis of both areas relevant to ministry. Exam questions (signed and dated) will be supplied when the student is admitted to the degree program by the students’ academic advisor. The comprehensive exam is to be taken in the final semester of study. The written exam will consist of eight randomly selected questions from those supplied to the student upon entry into the degree program; the student must answer five—two from the area of specialization, two in Catholic theology, and one synthesizing and integrating the area of specialization and Catholic Theology for ministry.


111

[bookmark: _bookmark91]Dual-Degree Candidacy
[bookmark: _bookmark92][bookmark: _bookmark93]Dual-degree candidacy is open only to ordination students for the Master of Divinity – Master of Arts degrees. To maintain the integrity of each degree program, Seminary policy requires dual-degree candidates to complete all the degree requirements for each degree.

After a semester of successful studies in theology, Master of Divinity (M.Div.) students may request admission to the Master of Arts (M.A.) degree program. Master of Divinity students who apply for dual-degree status must meet the admission requirements for the M.A. degree, which include a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 and a B grade or better in each course in the M.Div. program; obtain a letter of recommendation from their sponsor; and be accepted by the Master of Arts Committee.
Graduation Awards

The Honorable Judge Bernard F. Scherer Award
The faculty grants this award to the student who most exemplifies the qualities exemplified by the life and mission of Judge and Professor Scherer. Judge Scherer was a man who, above and beyond his legal career, dedicated much of his life to teaching and forming students at Saint Vincent College and Seminary.

Consideration for this award is not based solely upon the student’s G.P.A. The recipient must be:
1. A member of the graduating ordination class;
2. A person who shares Judge and Professor Scherer’s dedication to a love for learning, for discerning God in all things, and for sharing his faith with all God’s People;
3. A student who demonstrates his love for learning, for God, and for God’s People in both his academic and human formation;
4. A student who demonstrates the wisdom and interconnectedness of all life, specifically regarding the corporal works of mercy and the love for the poor and needy;
5. A student who demonstrates discretion and humility; and
6. A student who is truly a living witness to hope in Jesus Christ.

[bookmark: _bookmark94]The Diakonia Award
This honor recognizes a graduate whom both the student body and the faculty recommend as exhibiting outstanding academic performance, service to the Seminary community through contributing to student morale and spirit, leadership within the community, and creative outreach to others.

The recipient of this award is nominated by the entire Seminary community and chosen by the faculty. The recipient must be:

1. A member of the graduating class;
2. A student with outstanding academic performance;
3. A student who serves the community by contributing to student morale and spirit;
4. A student leader;
5. A student who is recommended by the student body;
6. A student with creative outreach; and
7. A student who has completed one full year of study (full-time or part-time in ordination and/or degree programs) at Saint Vincent Seminary.

[bookmark: _bookmark95]The Demetrius R. Dumm, O.S.B. Sacred Scripture Award
This award honors a member of the graduating class, determined by the Scripture faculty of the Seminary, who has excelled in the study and love of Sacred Scripture in the spirit of Fr. Demetrius Dumm, O.S.B., beloved confrère, teacher, and spiritual writer. Fr. Demetrius was so good at what he did, as one of his former students, Sr. Melannie Svoboda, wrote, “Because he read scripture within the context of real life, and he read real life within the context of scripture. He also had a marvelous way of using stories and images to convey profound Biblical truths.” This award recognizes a student who has the potential to become, in word and deed, a teacher in the likeness of Fr. Demetrius.

[bookmark: _bookmark96]The Omer U. Kline, O.S.B. Homiletics Award
This award honors a fourth-year seminarian whom the Rector’s Council believes has most clearly demonstrated excellence in preaching during their diaconal year. Fr. Omer U. Kline, O.S.B., pursued graduate studies at the Catholic University of America, and the Teachers College of Columbia University. He was awarded a doctoral degree of education specializing in the teaching of speech. At Saint Vincent Seminary, he was professor of homiletics from 1960 until 1987, and since 1991, at each graduation ceremony, a seminarian has received this award.


[bookmark: _bookmark97]Institute for Ministry Formation (IMF)

[bookmark: _bookmark98]Mission
The Institute for Ministry Formation (IMF) is an expansion of Saint Vincent Seminary’s commitment to the formation and education of priests, laity, and religious, specifically focused on that part of the Seminary’s mission which states: “Consistent with this primary mission and responsive to contemporary needs, the Seminary shares with the Church its resources and culture of accompaniment, particularly in the formation of permanent diaconate candidates and lay ministry students.”
[bookmark: _bookmark99][bookmark: _bookmark100]
Admissions, Financial Aid, Registration, and Other Requirements
Admissions: All Students attending classes at Saint Vincent Seminary must apply for admissions. Each program has its own application requirements that must be completed before the application is submitted for approval. Each year the dates for academic registration are announced by the Academic Dean’s Office. Students must meet first with the Academic Advisor prior to registering for classes in order to review their program and progress, to guarantee that all required courses are taken, and to avoid conflicts in scheduling. All students are expected to register for themselves. After this meeting the student must register on the specific day set aside for Seminary registration by the registrar’s office. 

Typically, there are two deadlines for admissions for the ministerial/Institute programs:  

In most years, the summer sessions and the fall term deadline is March 1.  

For spring admissions the deadline is late October. 
  
1. Students can apply and register for credit if they wish to complete a certificate or the MA in Ministry. 
2. Students may register for a Letter of Completion (LOC) program in any of the corresponding certificates. No credit is awarded for these programs but after the program requirements are satisfied the student receives a LOC from Saint Vincent Seminary.  
3. Students may apply for Continuing Education and will be allowed (as long as space is available) to audit any course offered.      






Once the application is complete and all required documentation is collected, materials (including aid forms, background checks) are reviewed by the “admissions” group prior to the deadline for each term.

Applications are reviewed after the published admissions deadlines. The Admissions Committee meets following each deadline to evaluate completed applications. Admission decisions are issued shortly thereafter, approximately two weeks after the deadline. The admissions letters for programs are sent by the Academic Dean. Depending on the type of program, students will be assigned an appropriate advisor. 

Financial Aid: For new students requesting financial aid, the aid form must be completed with the application form for admissions to be eligible for aid.   

Eligibility: Only students in the LOC program or any for-credit non-ordination program are eligible for awards. Consideration will be determined initially through Student Services. Each eligible student, each semester, can fill out a student aid form to help offset the cost of studies. 

Aid will follow the admissions deadlines for all new students. Returning students need to complete the form according to the information from the student advisor regarding deadlines. Typically, mid-April is the deadline for summer and fall terms and mid-November for the spring term. To be eligible for assistance, students must complete the form before/at the deadline each year.  

Awards are issued according to the budgeted aid and need. The Academic Dean’s Office will approve the final list and for application of those funds to student billing. 

Award emails each semester will be sent out once aid is approved. 
 
Annual Student Progress Reports  
Students are able to access their progress at anytime through the student self-service portal on the MySV homepage. Each semester, two weeks prior to registration for the upcoming semester, students will be informed by Academic Services of their progress by their advisor. 

Course Schedules, Rosters, and Registration 
Course schedules are determined by the Associate Academic Dean in consultation with the Academic Dean.  Courses are scheduled a year in advance of the term the course is to be given and is based on availability of faculty, student program completion needs, and enrollment. Prior to each registration period, the Registrar publishes the official course schedule, including: 
· Course titles and descriptions 
· Instructor names 
· Meeting days/times 
· Enrollment limits (if applicable) 





This information is made available to students through an email from the Registrar’s Office website and student portal. Students may be advised to take alternative courses based on class sizes, student academic progress, and course scheduling. Academic services will run a report prior to the start of classes to advise students of their options.   

Course rosters are available to faculty once students have registered via the portal.   
A course may be cancelled due to a lack of adequate enrollment.  
Registration dates are determined by the Registrar each semester and is available on the Academic Calendar published by the Seminary.  

Practicum Letters 
Students completing practicum requirements must follow the practicum application process: 
1. Submit the Practicum Application Form by the published deadline. 
2. Upon approval, students receive an official Practicum Placement Letter, which outlines the site, supervisor, expectations, and evaluation process. 
3. Copies of the letter are kept on file with the Practicum Coordinator and the Registrar. 

Students should retain this letter for their records, as it is required for documenting practicum completion. 

Comprehensive Exams, Qualifying Exams, and Retreats 
The timing and format of comprehensive or qualifying examinations, as well as any required retreats, are published at least one semester in advance by the Academic Dean’s Office. 
Students will receive official notices that include: 
· Exam or retreat date(s) 
· Format (written, oral, or both) 
· Registration procedures and deadlines 
· Study resources or preparation guidelines 

Students must be enrolled and in good standing to participate. 

Intent to Graduate 
Students who anticipate completing all degree requirements must file an Intent to Graduate Form with the Registrar’s Office. 
· Deadline: Forms are due no later than the beginning of the semester in which the student intends to graduate. 
· Process: Students complete the form, obtain their advisor’s signature, and submit it to the Registrar. 
· Next Steps: The Registrar will complete a final degree audit and confirm eligibility for graduation. Students who do not meet requirements will be notified in writing and may defer graduation to a future term. 



Certificate Programs
Certificate programs are open to clergy, seminarians, religious, and lay students. These are typically 1–2-year programs leading to a graduate certificate. They are designed to equip students with core theological, spiritual, and pastoral formation for use in active ministry or to pursue more advanced graduate studies. The programs are flexible to accommodate those working in active ministry and/or the working professional. Courses are mainly online and can be taken in any sequence unless otherwise specified. Students may elect to complete their studies with a certificate, or they may elect to apply these credits towards a “stackable” Master of Arts in Ministry (at least 36 Credits, beginning in the spring of 2023).
As the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) states:
Schools are welcome to offer these credentials before or within graduate programs as they wish and may include such credentials as a stackable option, as long as the school attends to the Commission’s expectations regarding non-degree programs (Standard 3.15) as well as the expectations of the particular graduate degree pro- gram. (Guidelines for Reduced-Credit Master’s Degrees, 2020.)
To receive the M.A. in Ministry, students will need to pair a specialized certificate consisting of at least 18 credits of coursework, such as the Certificate in Spiritual Direction, with the 18-credit Certificate in Catholic Theology. The program requirements of both Certificates must be fully completed. When two certificates are combined, they will satisfy the minimum of 36 credits for the M.A. in Ministry with a specialization. For additional requirements and more details concerning the M.A. in Ministry program beyond the minimum credits needed to satisfy the degree, see the below section on the Master’s Degree in Ministry with Specialization.

		Academic Advisement
Each IMF student in a program of studies is assigned an academic advisor from among the members of the faculty or staff of the Seminary. For students already enrolled in other Saint Vincent Seminary degree program(s), their current academic adviser may continue  to advise them of IMF programs and may consult the Associate Academic Dean or his or her delegate for any necessary clarifications.

The academic advisor for a MA in Ministry student: 
1. is assigned to the candidate at the time of admission to an IMF program;
2. advises the student on academic progress, and Seminary policies; 
3. advises on the preparation for the written comprehensive exam; 
4. assists the student in following the students’ degree/course requirements and in choosing courses that fulfill both the core and the elective requirements. 


The Certificate in Catholic Theology
Learning Outcomes
Learning Outcomes for the Certificate in Catholic Theology:
1. Students will attain a broad knowledge in core foundational theology.
2. Students will gain a working concept of theology and doctrine as they apply to practical ministry.
Admission Requirements
The admission requirements are as follows:
1. A bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university indicating an aptitude for advanced study.
2. Two letters of recommendation from those who can assess the student's academic, professional/ministerial, and/or spiritual goals.
3. Official transcripts from all post-secondary coursework.
4. Criminal background check.  
5. The score of a recent Graduate Record Examination, if requested.
Certificate Requirements
		Scripture (two, 4 credits)
IMTH 730: The Synoptic Gospels 					2 Credits
(and one of the following two)
IMTH 740: Johannine Literature					2 Credits 
IMTH 745: The Epistles						2 Credits
Theology (three, 6 credits)
IMTH 700: Fundamental Theology					2 Credits
IMTH 710: Christian Anthropology					2 Credits
(and one of the following two)
IMTH 715: Fundamental Moral Theology				2 Credits
IMTH 725: Sacramental Theology and Liturgy			2 Credits
Ecclesial and Pastoral Ministry (two, 4 credits)
IMTH 755: Marriage and Sexuality					2 Credits
IMTH 760: Ecclesiology and Mariology				2 Credits
IMTH 775: Pastoral Leadership					2 Credits
IMTH 770: Pastoral Care of the Sick					2 Credits
IMTH 765: Introduction to Canon Law				2 Credits
2 Elective courses (4 credits) in: Scripture, Theology, Ecclesial and Pastoral Ministry, Spiritual Direction, or Missiology.
Schedule for Completion
Year One:
Fall:
IMTH 700: Fundamental Theology					2 Credits
IMTH Ecclesial or Pastoral Theology Elective				2 Credits	
Spring:
IMTH 730: The Synoptic Gospels					2 Credits
IMTH Theology Elective						2 Credits
Summer:
IMTH Ecclesial or Pastoral Theology Elective				2 Credits
Total: 10 Credits
Year Two:
Fall:
IMTH 832: Christology 						2 Credits
IMTH 760: Ecclesiology and Mariology 				2 Credits
Spring:
IMTH 740: Johannine Literature 					2 Credits
IMTH 745: The Epistles 						2 Credits
Total: 8 Credits
Total Program: 18 Credits











The Catechetics Certificate or Letter of Completion 
The Catechetics Certificate provides a comprehensive foundation for catechists, pastoral ministers, and those engaged in evangelizing ministry who seek formation that is intellectually rigorous, spiritually grounded, and pastorally responsive to the Church’s mission today. Rooted in the kerygmatic and evangelizing vision articulated in the Directory for Catechesis (2020), the program emphasizes catechesis as an encounter with Jesus Christ that leads to conversion, discipleship, and participation in the life and mission of the Church.

The curriculum integrates Scripture, theology, missiology, Church history, and pastoral-pedagogical formation to equip students with a coherent understanding of the Catholic faith and the skills necessary to communicate it effectively across diverse contexts. Particular attention is given to connecting doctrine with lived experience, prayer, liturgy, and moral life, fostering catechesis that forms both mind and heart.

Students complete 20 graduate credits, maintaining a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0. Coursework includes foundational studies in the Old and New Testaments; sacramental theology, moral theology, Christian anthropology, prayer and spirituality; catechesis within the New Evangelization; Church history; and pedagogical approaches to kerygmatic and liturgical catechesis. Together, these courses form catechists capable of proclaiming the faith faithfully, creatively, and pastorally in today’s missionary context.

In addition to academic coursework, the Certificate strongly emphasizes spiritual formation. Students are required to complete a 3–5 day silent, directed retreat (or two directed weekend retreats) during the course of the program, fostering attentiveness to God’s action in their own lives and ministries. Regular spiritual direction during the program is strongly recommended. Students are also encouraged to enroll in The Art of Accompaniment, which deepens skills for pastoral listening, discernment, and relational ministry.

An Alternate Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) Track is available for students who intend to focus on catechesis with children. Building on the work of Sofia Cavalletti and Maria Montessori, this track integrates the contemplative, child-centered approach of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd with graduate-level theological formation. Students complete a nationally recognized CGS-USA Level I formation course (six credits), including observation hours and an approved Level I album, alongside a modified selection of Certificate coursework. This track acknowledges the substantial integrated formation provided by CGS while ensuring theological depth and ecclesial coherence.
The Catechetics Certificate is ordinarily completed over two academic years. Courses are offered in an alternating Year A/Year B cycle, with students completing one cycle per year. Classes typically meet on Thursday evenings in an online format, making the program accessible to working adults and those in active ministry. Up to five credits may be transferred from other accredited graduate programs with approval, and all program requirements must be completed within ten years of acceptance.

Through academic study, spiritual formation, and pastoral preparation, the Catechetical Certificate forms catechists who are missionary disciples—grounded in the faith of the Church, attentive to the needs of those they serve, and equipped to proclaim the Gospel with clarity, conviction, and hope.

Participation in the Catechetics program can be at two different levels:
Catechetics Certificate for academic credit: All requirements of the program and the individual courses must be satisfied to receive a Certificate. Students must complete each course in the program with a passing grade. Students looking to advance for the M.A. in Ministry with a specialization in Catechetics must be accepted into the Catechetics Certificate Program for academic Credit to satisfy the admissions and credit requirements of the M.A degree in Ministry. Any courses not taken for academic credit would not apply towards the M.A. degree.

Catechetics Letter of Completion (LOC) without academic credit (Pass/Fail): All requirements of the program and the individual courses must be satisfied to receive a letter of completion. Students must complete each course in the program with a passing score (70%).

Learning Outcomes
1. Students will attain suitable biblical, theological, pastoral and pedagogical formation to be competent communicators.
2. Students will gain knowledge of human formation through coursework and formation activities.
3. Students will gain a working concept of theology and doctrine as they apply to practical ministry in catechesis. 
4. Students develop an understanding of kerygmatic or experiential catechesis, as well as an understanding of various methods of catechetical formation (Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Intergenerational or Family Catechesis, Experiential Catechesis).
Admission Requirements
1. A bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university indicating an aptitude for advanced study (only necessary for those seeking credit).
2. Two letters of recommendation from people who can assess your academic, professional/ministerial, and/or spiritual goals.
3. Official transcripts from all post-secondary coursework.
4. Criminal background check.
5. A letter of Recommendation from one’s pastor.
6. A personal interview with the Associate Academic Dean, if requested. 

Certificate Requirements
The Catechetics Certificate provides a foundation for a kerygmatic and evangelizing model of catechesis that is expected by the 2020 Vatican Directory for Catechesis, including the intellectual catechetical formation of adults. The alternate CGS Track provides practical skills and formation in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd model, acknowledging the six credit hours, or 90 hours of integrated formation provided by the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level 1 formation. This is a good option for anyone intending to do catechesis with children using any model. 

Scripture (4 credits) 
IMCA 631: Overview of the Old Testament				2 Credits
IMCA 632: Overview of the New Testament				2 Credits

Theology (8 credits) 
IMCA 600: Principles of Prayer and Catholic Spirituality		2 Credits 
IMCA 660: Moral Theology for Catechists				2 Credits
IMCA 650: Sacramental Theology: Connecting Liturgy to Life	2 Credits
IMCA 670: Christian Anthropology & Catechesis			2 Credits

Missiology (2 credits) 
IMCA 680 Catechesis in the New Evangelization			2 Credits

Church History (2 credits)
IMCA 615 Church History: From Christendom to Apostolic Age	2 Credits 

Pastoral and Pedagogical (4 credits)
IMCA 610 The Creed: I Believe, We Believe!				2 Credits
IMCA 780 Introduction to Liturgical and Kerygmatic Catechesis	2 Credits

(An overall grade point average of 3.0) 					Grand Total: 20 Credit

Additional Requirements and Recommendations
· Directed Silent Retreat: Students are required to make a 3 to 5 day silent, directed retreat or 2 weekend silent, directed retreats at some point during the program. Students make arrangements for their own retreats. This requirement may be modified or waived by your diocese. 
· Spiritual Direction: Receiving regular spiritual direction during course of studies is recommended.
· IMSD 601: The Art of Accompaniment: It is recommended that students take The Art of Accompaniment in addition to their required courses.   

Alternate CGS Track:
Building on the great work of Sofia Cavaletti and Maria Montessori, CGS Track students learn an approach to the catechesis of children that focuses on introducing them to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ through liturgical and scriptural language and symbols in ways appropriate to their developmental stages.
Alternate CGS Track Requirements:
Students complete all above Certificate requirement with the following modifications:
· Completion of a CGS-USA registered Level 1 Course (six credits): Prior to beginning or during the 1st year of this program, students will complete a nationally recognized Level 1 formation course and meet the expectations of CGS-USA for that course, including 10 hours of Observation and completion and approval of a Level 1 Album. The CGS-USA Level 1 Course 						  					6 Credits
· Students complete all Certificate courses except IMCA 631: Overview of the Old Testament, IMCA 615: Church History: From Christendom to Apostolic Age, and IMCA 610 The Creed: I Believe, We Believe! 								          14 Credits
· IMCA 601: SD1: The Art of Accompaniment 					2 Credits

(An overall grade point average of 3.0) 					Grand Total: 22 Credits

Alternate CGS Track Additional Requirements
· Directed Silent Retreat: Students are required to make a 3- to 5- day silent, directed retreat or 2 weekend silent, directed retreats at some point during the program.  
· Spiritual Direction: Receiving regular spiritual direction during course of studies.




Schedule for Completion
A normal load for students is 4 credits per semester in the fall and spring and 2 credits in the summer, for two years. With approval from the Academic Dean, a maximum of five credits may be transferred from other graduate schools. A candidate must complete all degree requirements within 10 years after acceptance into the program.
Year A courses and Year B courses are offered in alternate years. Students complete Year A or Year B courses in the first year of study and the other courses in the second year of study. Ordinarily, classes meet on Thursday evenings for 75 minutes between the hours of 5pm and 9:30pm Eastern time. 
Year A: 
Fall: 
IMCA 610: The Creed: I Believe, We Believe!				2 Credits 
IMCA 600: Principles of Prayer and Catholic Spirituality			2 Credits 
Spring: 
IMCA 670: Christian Anthropology & Catechesis 				2 Credits 
IMCA 650: Sacramental Theology: Connecting Liturgy to Life 		2 Credits
Summer:
IMCA 680: Catechesis in the New Evangelization 				2 Credits 
Total Year A Credits: 10 
Year B: 
Fall: 
IMCA 631: Overview of the Old Testament 					2 Credits
IMCA 780: Introduction to Liturgical & Kerygmatic Catechesis 		2 Credits 
Spring: 
IMCA 632: Overview of the New Testament 					2 Credits
IMCA 660: Moral Theology for Catechists 					2 Credits 
Summer: 
IMCA 615: Church History: From Christendom to Apostolic Age 		2 Credits
Total Year B Credits: 10 
Total Program Credits: 20

Spiritual Direction Formation Certificate

Flexible Online Courses
Our spiritual direction formation program can be completed entirely online while also allowing some options for in-person learning and formation. Even when we are online, however, we foster community with interpersonal interaction through live lectures and offline discussion posts. This is reflective of our Benedictine heritage, which values community and hospitality. In this spirit, we have ensured that our video conferencing technology enables our online courses to be taught synchronously and interactively, and our courses are delivered during evening hours to accommodate our students’ busy schedules. Some courses can also be completed in person in an intensive format through our optional weeklong, summer offerings taught residentially at Saint Vincent College & Seminary in Latrobe or at other locations.

The Spiritual Direction Formation Program is open to clergy, religious, and lay students seeking to help others grow in faith through offering them the one-on-one ministry of spiritual direction. This is a two-year program. The curriculum consists of three major areas of study: spiritual direction dynamics, foundations in theology and psychology, and a mentored practicum. The primary purpose of the program “is to equip persons for competent leadership in some form of specialized ministry in congregations and other settings.”— (The Association of Theological Schools Bulletin 50, Part 1, 2012, G-45, B.1.1).

Participation in the Spiritual Direction Formation program can be at two different levels:

Spiritual Direction Certificate Program for academic credit: All requirements of the program and the individual courses must be satisfied to receive a Certificate. Students must complete each course in the program with a passing grade. Students looking to advance for the M.A. in Ministry with a specialization in Spiritual Direction must be accepted into the Spiritual Direction Certificate Program for academic Credit to satisfy the admissions and credit requirements of the M.A degree in Ministry. Any courses not taken for academic credit would not apply towards the M.A. degree.

Spiritual Direction Letter of Completion (LOC) Program without academic credit (Pass/Fail): All requirements of the program and the individual courses must be satisfied to receive a letter of completion. Students must complete each course in the program with a passing score (70%). 
The program can be completed in as little as two years
Learning Outcomes
1. Students will be prepared to serve in a Catholic parish, a religious community, or an apostolate as a Spiritual Director.
2. Students will demonstrate skills in the art of spiritual direction so as to support individuals’ interior growth in their relationships with Jesus and the exterior manifestation of that relationship through their specific vocation and their apostolic works in the Church.
3. Students will attain competency in the spiritual life, particularly in the knowledge and practice of private, devotional, and liturgical prayer.
4. Students will acquire theological knowledge of Catholic doctrine, interpretation of scripture, spirituality, moral teaching, ecclesiology and the sacramental life as ex- pressed in the Catechism of the Catholic Church and magisterial teaching.

Admission Requirements
1. A bachelor’s degree from an accredited college with indication of aptitude for advanced study (only necessary for those seeking credit).
2. Official transcripts from all post-secondary coursework.
3. Completed Verification of Spiritual Direction form, verifying regular spiritual direction for at least one year immediately prior to application.
4. A letter of Recommendation from one’s pastor.
5. Two letters of recommendation from people who can assess your academic, professional/ministerial, and/or spiritual goals.
6.  Criminal background check. 
7. A personal interview with the Associate Academic Dean, if requested. 

Program Requirements
Core curriculum
IMSD 600: Principles of Prayer and Catholic Spirituality 			3 Credits
IMSD 601: SD1: Art of Accompaniment 					2 Credits
IMSD 602: SD2: Directing Prayer						2 Credits
IMSD 630: Praying Sacred Scripture						3 Credits
IMSD 650: Sacramental Theology and Ecclesiology for Spiritual Directors	2 Credits
IMSD 660: Moral Theology for Spiritual Directors 				2 Credits
IMSD 697&698: Practicum I&II 						2 Credits	
IMSD 700: Psychology for Spiritual Directors					2 Credits
(A grade point average of 3.0)	 				Certificate Total: 18 Credits 


Additional Requirements
1. Directed Silent Retreat: An approved directed silent retreat of at least 8 days or the Ignatian “19th Annotation” is required at some point during the program. The student must submit a reflection paper based on the retreat experience highlighting points of self-awareness and spiritual growth. Students are responsible for making their own accommodations for this requirement but all must apply for approval to their advisor to ensure acceptability for the program. 
2. Application for Practicum: Application for Practicum: After completing two courses in the Spiritual Direction program in addition to the Spiritual Direction I: Art of Accompaniment course and the directed silent retreat, students may apply to begin Practicum I. The application includes questions to ensure a student’s basic competency for meeting with spiritual directees under supervision. Admission to the Practicum requires approval of the Program Director and successful completion of all prior coursework. A successful assessment from Practicum I and completion of the Spiritual Direction II: Directing Prayer Practicum II is possible. The practicum is only open to students in the Spiritual Direction Program.
3. Readiness for Ministry Exam: After all courses have been completed, students must pass a Readiness for Ministry Exam that consists of an oral exam with professors chosen by the Program Director to determine whether a student is adequately prepared to meet with a wide variety of spiritual directees.

Schedule for Completion
A normal load for students is 3-4 credits per semester for two years and two credits per summer in the first two years. 

The following is a sample schedule presuming the student starts in the summer with IMSD 601. If a student starts in the fall or spring, IMSD 601 and IMSD 602 could be taken in the same summer. Also, for students able to take more credits, the schedule could be modified by taking any or all of IMSD 600, 630, 650, 660, and 700 in the first year and the remaining courses in the second year.







Year One:
Summer:
	IMSD 601: SD I: The Art of Accompaniment	2

  Fall:            Spring:

IMSD 600: Principles of Prayer and Catholic Spirituality	3
IMSD 660: Moral Theology for Spiritual Directors	2
IMSD 700: Psychology for Spiritual Directors	2
IMSD 696: Directed Retreat	0

Year Two:
Summer:
Total: 9 Credits

Fall:

IMSD 602: SD II: Directing Prayer	2

IMSD 630: Praying Sacred Scripture	3
IMSD 697: Spiritual Direction Practicum I	1
Spring:
 IMSD 650: Sacramental Theology and Ecclesiology for Spiritual Directors…………………2
                                      IMSD 698: Spiritual Direction Practicum II	……………………………….1
 IMSD 699: Readiness for Ministry Exam ……………………………………………………………….0
Total: 9 	Credits Total Program: 18 Credits









Master of Arts Degree in Ministry (with Specialization)
The Master of Arts Degree in Ministry program consists of the Certificate in Catholic Theology stacked or paired with another certificate in a specialized area of ministry. A minimum of 36 total credits is required for satisfactory completion of the M.A. in Ministry (combining two 18 credit certificate programs – refer to the Institute for Ministry formation section of the Bulletin for information of the certificate programs). Goals for the M.A. in Ministry include both the attainment of a general knowledge of Catholic Theology, a focused study in a specialized area of ministry, and the application of Theology to a specialized ministerial focus. Successful candidates complete the required coursework, achieving a minimum of a 3.0 GPA each semester and a “B” in each course. This coursework, together with the comprehensive exam, demonstrates the student’s knowledge and ability to integrate principles of Theology into active ministry. The written M.A. comprehensive exam measures the candidate’s knowledge of general theological principles and the application of theology to the area of specialized ministry.
Learning Outcomes
1. Students will attain academic competency in Catholic theology with a concentration in an area of specialized ministry.
2. Students will demonstrate their knowledge of Catholic theology, their knowledge of their area of ministerial specialty, and the synthesis of both through the final comprehensive examination.
3. Students will develop the skills needed for authentic theological reflection.
4. Students will demonstrate theological integration with their specialized ministerial focus through a comprehensive exam.

Admission Requirements
The admission requirements are as follows:
1. A bachelor’s degree (B.A., B.S. or equivalent) from an accredited college indicating an aptitude for advanced study.
2. Official transcripts from all post-secondary coursework.
3. 12 credits in theology, or 12 credits in an area of ministerial specialization.
4. Two letters of recommendation from people who can assess your academic, professional/ministerial, and/or spiritual goals.
5. Criminal background check.
6. Letter of good standing from pastor (for certain specializations).
7. Spiritual Direction verification (for Spiritual Direction Certificate). 
Academic Advisement
Each IMF student is assigned an academic advisor from among the members of the faculty or staff of the Seminary. For Students already enrolled in other Saint Vincent Seminary degree program(s), their current academic advisor may continue to advise them of IMF Programs and may consult the Associate Academic Dean or his or her delegate for any necessary clarifications.
The academic advisor for a MA in Ministry student: 
1. is assigned to the candidate at the time of admission to an IMF program;
2. advises the student on academic progress, and Seminary policies; 
3. advises on the preparation for the written comprehensive exam; 
4. assists the student in following degree/course requirements and in choosing courses that fulfill both the core and the elective requirements.

Required for the Master of Arts in Ministry
1. A cumulative grade point average of 3.0, a B grade or better in each course, seminar, and practicum, including certificate coursework completed prior to admissions to the M.A. program.
2. Successful completion of the comprehensive exam.
3. Completion of all degree requirements and all requirements of the certificates, within ten years after acceptance into the M.A. program. Normally a period of 2-4 years is needed to complete all degree requirements for the Master of Arts Degree.

Credit Transfer and Advanced Standing Policy
A maximum of 12 credits may be transferred toward the M.A. degree from other accredited graduate schools. Transfer credits must have been earned within the previous ten- year period.

If credits are obtained from another institution, official transcripts documenting the coursework must be submitted to the IMF Director and be approved by the Academic Dean for transfer.

Comprehensive Exam
The M.A. in Ministry degree requires a written comprehensive exam based upon a list of comprehensive exam questions. The comprehensive exam assesses the student’s general knowledge of the Catholic theological tradition, the area of specialization, and the synthesis of both areas relevant to ministry. Exam questions (signed and dated) will be supplied when the student is admitted to the degree program by the students’ academic advisor. The comprehensive exam is to be taken in the final semester of study. The written exam will consist of eight randomly selected questions from those supplied to the student upon entry into the degree program; the student must answer five—two from the area of specialization, two in Catholic theology, and one synthesizing and integrating the area of specialization and Catholic Theology for ministry.




Dual-Degree Candidacy
Dual-degree candidacy is open only to ordination students for the Master of Divinity – Master of Arts degrees. To maintain the integrity of each degree program, Seminary policy requires dual- degree candidates to complete all the degree requirements for each degree.

After a semester of successful studies in theology, Master of Divinity (M.Div.) students may request admission to the Master of Arts (M.A.) degree program. Master of Divinity students who apply for dual-degree status must meet the admission requirements for the M.A. degree, which include a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 after the semester of theology; obtain a letter of recommendation from their sponsor; and be accepted by the Master of Arts Committee.
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Description:
The following changes to the Saint Vincent Seminary Institutional Bulletin are effective for all students who apply or who are admitted to courses or degree programs as of the Summer Term 2026. 

Auditing a Course
Students may register to audit a course with the permission of the Academic Dean (or the Associate Academic Dean for the Institute for Ministry Formation for Institute courses). No credit and no grade points are earned for auditing a course. Auditors are not required to complete class assignments or examinations unless students are admitted to Letter of Completion Programs. The tuition for auditors is reduced (see the Tuition and Fees Schedule on saintvincentseminary.edu or imf.saintvincentseminary.edu).
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Description:
The following changes to the Saint Vincent Seminary Institutional Bulletin are effective for all students who apply or who are admitted to courses or degree programs as of the Summer Term 2026. 

Financial Aid
All full-time and part-time students taking courses For-Credit or Letter of Completion are eligible for scholarships or student aid as determined by the administration of Saint Vincent Seminary. The Financial Aid Committee must adhere to all stipulations as stated in the various trusts, funds, endowment funds, and scholarship bequests. Please see saintvincentseminary.edu or imf.saintvincentseminary.edu to apply. 

[bookmark: _bookmark158]Financial Information
Tuition and Fees: Please see saintvincentseminary.edu or imf.saintvincentseminary.edu for the most recent information.
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Description:
The following changes to the Saint Vincent Seminary Institutional Bulletin are effective for all students who apply or who are admitted to courses or degree programs as of the Summer Term 2026. 

Registration
Each year the times and procedures for academic registration are announced by the Academic Dean. Students must meet first with the Academic Advisor prior to registering for classes to review their program and progress, to guarantee that all required courses are taken, and to avoid conflicts in scheduling. All students are expected to register for themselves. After this meeting the student must register on the specific day set aside for Seminary registration by the registrar’s office. This is meant to guarantee that the seminarians are not locked out of closed courses.
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The following changes to the Saint Vincent Seminary Institutional Bulletin are effective for all students who apply or who are admitted to courses or degree programs as of the Summer Term 2026. 

IMTH 832: Christology
This course presents a systematic study of the person and mission of Jesus Christ as found in Scripture and Tradition. It examines the following topics: the mystery of Christ in Sacred Scripture (Old Testament foundations and the Christ event in the New Testament and the early Christian community); the mystery of Christ in the history of the Church (patristic and conciliar Christology and Christology in the history of theology until Vatican II); and Systematic Christology (the hypostatic union, the pre-existence of the Word, the virginal conception, the freedom and sinlessness of Jesus, and the universality of the salvific work of Christ).
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