St. Mary’s Catholic Church
February 4, 2024

1648 FM 340

Hallettsville, Texas 77964-5862

St. Mary’s Rectory: 361-798-2128
Open Monday and Wednesday
Mornings 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart Rectory: 361-798-5888

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday: 9:15a.m.

MARRIAGES

Consult the Pastor six (6)

months in advance before making
any plans or decisions.

NEW PARISHIONERS
Welcome to our parish family.
Please stop by the rectory or
call to register.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please call the rectory.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

CCD - Every Wednesday from

6:00 — 7:00 p.m.

Contact: Carol Rother (361-798-6856)

WEBSITES

Cemetery: www.victoriadiocese.org

(Click on “Catholic Cemeteries”)

Safe Environment: www.victoriadiocese.org
(Click on “Safe Environment Program,” then
on “eAppsDB”)

EMMAUS CENTER provides counseling as
well as specialized support groups from a
Catholic perspective. For more information or
to schedule an appointment, please call (361)
212-0830.
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PASTOR
REV. MSGR. JOHN C. PETERS V.G.

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Rev. John Affum
Rev. Michael Rother

DEACONS Deacon Joseph (Joey) Targac
Deacon Michael Tankersley
Deacon Lution (Lu) Hill

ST. MARY’S HALL RENTAL
Donald & Judy Opela (361-772-0458)

PARISH BUILDING COMMITTEE
Leon Etzler, Robert Technik, Francis Klekar,
Richard Sommerlatte, & Al Svetlik, Jr.

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
Joyce Janak, Blase Konvicka, Jr., Pat Pesek &
Larry Svetlik

CEMETERY: Miranda Henke (798-3731)

EWTN Cable Channel 71 or Dish Channel
261

Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday, February 27,
2024 by 12:00 p.m. (Noon)
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St. Mary’s Catholic Church
February 4, 2024

Mass Intentions:

Sunday, February 4 — Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15 a.m. — Dennis Satsky, Sr.

Sunday, February 11 — Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15 a.m. — Gerda Janak

Wednesday, February 14 — Ash Wednesday
6:00 p.m. — CCD Students and Families

Sunday, February 18 — First Sunday of Lent
9:15 a.m. — Dexter Svetlik

Sunday, February 25 — Second Sunday of Lent
9:15 a.m. — Jerome Pesek

Sunday, March 3 — Third Sunday of Lent
9:15 a.m. — Phil Mladenka

Mass is live-streamed on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/SacredHeartCat

holicChurchHallettsville and on the
Radio Stations FM 99.9 & FM 94.3 at 8:00
a.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic Church

HOLY COMMUNION
If someone is homebound and would like
to receive Holy Communion, please
contact Deacon Joey Targac or please
call the Sacred Heart Rectory at 361-
798-5888.

MASS INTENTIONS & BULLETIN
SPONSORSHIPS
Those wishing to have a Mass said for a loved
one or interested in sponsoring the bulletin
($50), please call the St. Mary’s Rectory at 361-
798-2128 on Monday or Wednesday mornings.

Financial Report for January, 2024

Income:

Sunday’s Collections
Bulletin Sponsor
Church Rental

Hall Rental

Memorials

Small House

Votive Candles
Christmas Flowers
Church in Latin America

Total Income

Expenses:
Administration

Church Expenses
Hall Expenses
Maintenance
Office/Rectory
Utilities

Christmas Flowers
Priest Pension Plan
Medical Insurance
Mission Sunday
CCD

Total Expenses

Beginning Balance:
Income
Expenses

Balance

$7,722.35
50.00
100.00
1,400.00
190.00
100.00
12.00
50.00
55.00

$9,679.35

$ 357.00
50.00
1,243.79
213.33
427.00
2,029.33
0.00
202.00
406.00
0.00
12.00

$4,940.45

$89,486.49
9,679.35
- 4,940.45

$94,225.39

ADORATION CHAPEL — An Adorer is needed

at the Sacred Heart Adoration Chapel on

Tuesdays at 1:00 a.m. Please contact Charlene

Bradbury at 361-798-6191 if interested.

Please pray for Vocations to the Priesthood
and Religious Life

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Will be held each Friday of Lent at 6:30
p-m. in the Church.

SH Catholic Daughters #797 — Craft Day —

Monday, Feb. 5, 2:00 p.m. in the Family Center.

Meeting — Monday, February 19 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Family Center. Bring your 2024 dues of $25.00 to
the meeting or mail to Catherine Lyssy, 380 CR 170,
Hallettsville, TX 77964. Call her at 281-610-6147
with questions. Make checks payable to CDA #797.

Sacred Heart JCDA will meet Sunday, Feb. 18 from
9:00-10:00 a.m. in the SH Family Center followed by

the 10:30 Mass. Call Cheryl Pilat at 361-772-0059

with questions.
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From the Desk of Msgr. John

What are Days of Fast & Abstinence?

Abstinence from meat (all meats & foul) is
observed on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all
the Fridays of Lent by all Catholics 14 years and
older.

Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday by all Catholics who are 18 years of
age but not yet 59. Those bound by this rule may
take only one full meal. Two small meals are
permitted as necessary to maintain strength
according to one’s needs, but eating solid foods
between meals is not permitted. Fast days are also
days of Abstinence from meat.

Prepare Your
2024 Lenten Discipline

The Discipline of Lent is based on Jesus’
instructions in the Ash Wednesday Gospel to live
lives of Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving. These are
life-long values, but Lent is a concentrated effort to
develop them more fully in our journey of faith.
Choose at least one goal in each of the three areas.
Expand and Deepen your Christian life! The benefits
last forever!!!

SACRED HEART SCHOOL NEWS
Feb. 8 — Junior High Academic Meet; Early
Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
Feb. 12 — Blood Drive 10:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. in the
Family Center

2024-2025 PRE-KINDERGARTEN AND
KINDERGARTEN EARLY NOTIFICATION
AND REGISTRATION. We are in the process of
planning for the 2024-2025 school year. Please
notify the school if you plan to enroll a child in Pre-
Kindergarten 3 or 4 and/or Kindergarten next year.

Memorials
St. Mary’s Church:

A NEW Catholic Small-Group Faith-Sharing book
is available for Lent 2024! Authored by Heather
Spears Kallus and Rev. Gabriel Bentil, “A Lenten
Walk with Jesus” takes you on a journey of
reflection on the words and actions of Jesus
Christ as it pertains to your life today. It can be
used for personal reflection, or in a small group
setting. Itis available in English and

Spanish and may be ordered online. Find out
more and view a sample session

at www.hfccpublishing.com.

Diocese of Victoria’s 2024 Men’s Conference “This is
My Body, This is My Blood” featuring Coach Lou Holtz
will be Saturday, February 17 from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at
Holy Family Catholic Church, Victoria. Go to
www.DOVmen.com for info and registration.

In Memory of Alan Zatopek
Shirley Dormire - $10

In Memory of Dexter Svetlik
Rebecca Sefcik & family - $100
Richard & Karon Porche - $50
Mike & Peggy Moore - $50
Carol Guthrie Brown - $75
Paul & Melanie Chonko - $50
Marvin & Susan Bujnoch - $20
Glen Bludau - $20
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Timm - $25
Anna Klekar - $10
Joe & Debbie Svetlik - $10
Mr. & Mrs. James Steffek - $25
Brad & Candi Dusek - $40
J. G. & Janice Hrncir - $50
Chris W. Janak - $25
Alphonse & Josie Kubenka - $20
Pat Hanslik - $40
Dennis & Rose Mary Havlik - $40
Mrs. Evelyn Kresta - $10
Ludvik Svetlik - $20
Mike & Helen Technik - $40
Gilbert & Mary Urbish - $15
John & Frances Bock - $25
Wayne Timm - $10
Don & Barbara Rainosek - $20
Debbie & Bobby Bartel - $50
Aaron & Margaret Chudej - $20
Allen & Judy Grones - $20
Alvin P. & Barbara Grahmann - $20
Rebecca Castell - $50
Jeanette S. Henke - $25
Kubena Funeral Home - $25

St. Mary’s Cemetery

In Memory of Dexter Svetlik
Don & Kaylene Foeh - $100
David & Wilma Wagner - $100
Leon & Frances Kubenka - $20
Leon Matula - $7
Linda Smith - $50
Marilyn Chase & Ethan Svetlik - $20
Daniel & Shirley Steffek - $20

St. Mary’s CCD

In Memory of Dexter Svetlik
Keith & Joan Mudd - $20
Frank & Elrose Migl - $20
Leonard & Mary Sklar - $20

St. Mary’s Altar Society

In Memory of Dexter Svetlik
Elroy & Barbara Holik - $20
Melvin & Joyce Janak - $20
Tony & Joyce Bludau - $25
Irene & Gene Cerny - $25
Joseph & Dorothy Schneider - $10
Allen & Anita Steffek - $25
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Pro-Life Moment: Life begins at conception.
“It’s not a life; it’s a potential life.” “Pregnancy tissue.”
“Fertilized egg.” “Clump of cells.” “A parasite.”
“Product of conception.”

There’s only one way to justify abortion, and that’s
to dehumanize the baby being aborted. Abortion
supporters know this, which is why they’ve worked so
hard to craft clever euphemisms designed to obscure the
fact that terminating a pregnancy really means
terminating the life of a human being. Planned
Parenthood pays marketing professionals in tall
buildings top dollar to engineer slogans, buzzwords,
and catchphrases, all designed to make abortion sound
like something other that what it is: a brutal act of
violence against a tiny baby.

Source: Carney, Shawn D. and Karlen, Steve (2021). What to
Say When. Kolbe & Anthony Publishing.

The Emmaus Center provides individual, couple,
family, adolescent and children’s counseling as well
as specialized support groups from a Catholic
perspective. For more information or to schedule an
appointment, please call (361) 212-0830.

Area Events:

= St. Mary’s, Victoria — Parish Festival, Sunday,
February 4, Victoria Community Center. BBQ
Brisket & Sausage $14. Live & Silent Auctions,
Country Store, Raffle, Cake Wheel, Beer Garden,
Games

The Annual Sacred Heart Federal Credit Union
Meeting will be held on Monday, February 5, 2024 at
the KC Hall in Hallettsville. All members are invited
to attend. Registration begins at 5:30 p.m. A short
meeting and meal will begin at 6:00 p.m. Please
mark your calendar!

BLOOD DRIVE — hosted by Sacred Heart Catholic
School on Monday, February 12, from 10:30-6:00
p.m. at the Family Center. Donors must be at least 16

years old (with parent permission form) and in good
health. A photo ID is required. Appointments can be
made on the South Texas Blood and Tissue center

website. Walk-ins are welcome.

SAVE THE DATES - for Sacred Heart Parish’s
2024 blood drives: March 24, June 30,
September 15, and December 8. We hope to see
you there!

STRENGTH FOR THE JOURNEY GRIEF
SUPPORT MINISTRY — For parents of children who
have died at any age, monthly meeting on
Tuesday, February 13 at 6:30 p.m. at Assumption
Catholic Church Parish Hall in Ganado, Texas. A
Day Retreat will be held Saturday, March 9 at St.
Philip Catholic Church in EI Campo. For more
information call Pat Hoelscher at 979-257-9984 or
phoelscher@victoriadiocese.org.

MORAVIA KJZT SOCIETY #44 — Bakeless Bake
Sale benefits the Hallettsville, Moulton and
Schulenburg Fire Departments and Lavaca County
Community Connections. Donations may be by cash
or check with checks payable to Moravia KJZT
Society #44. Mail to Kathy Guenther, 1103 CR 248,
Schulenburg, TX 78956 by April 1.

AMOR MEUS SPIRITUALITY CENTER

located at Incarnate Word Convent, 1101 N.E. Water
Street, Victoria, TX 77901

- Retreat/Workshop — Life After Care-giving by
Deacon Leo Sharon and Terry Robinson. Sat., Feb.
24; 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Sign-In: 9:30 a.m. Park in
front of the convent. Bring your lunch.

- Lenten Solemn Vespers at Incarnate Word Chapel
Lenten Sundays: Feb. 18 - March 24, 5:00 p.m. Enter
by the chapel side door.

HOSPICE OF SOUTH TEXAS has relocated its
Hallettsville office to 213 East Second St., one block
off the Lavaca County Courthouse square. The staff
will continue providing the same excellent and caring
multidisciplinary services and support to patients and
their families.

Scholastica \
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EP 03 | HOLY WOMEN YOU'VE NEVER HEARD OF
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St. Scholastica | Holy Women You Never
Heard Of | Episode 3

Dive into the lives of Holy Women You've Never Heard Of
with Dr. Elizabeth Klein and Dr. Jessica Murdoch. St.
Scholastica is the sister of St. Benedict. Holy siblings and
holy families change the world!

Our parish has a FORMED subscription.
Visit formed.org/signup and select our parish.
Scan the QR code to download the FORMED app to your phone.
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith. February 2024
Sacred Heart, St. Mary, St. John and Ascension Churches
Rev. Msgr. John C. Peters, Pastor

One Minute
Meditations

Deepen the connection to Christ during Lent

The key to a fruitful Lent is not to Every Con'}llmut:iion de(;p:}e]ns our
. . perform miserable penances. A good union with God, strengthens our
S: Jasepliine Bokhbiis Lent hinges on encountering faith, helps us love more

Bom in Darfur, Sudan around
1869, she was
kidnapped and sold

3 into slavery. Her

authentically, and immunizes
us against future
temptations. Each week,
renew your resolve to do
whatever is needed to
receive Jesus well. For
example, avoid activity
or entertainment
that tempts you
away from Cod, and
if you sin seriously,
immediately go to
Confession and start
anew.

Invite others to the
feast. Invite a friend,
neighbor or colleague
to Mass or Adoration

Christ in a personal way and
letting Him change our hearts
and minds. In fact, an
effective way to deepen our
encounter with Him is
through the Eucharist.

\ Bakhita, meaning Consider these
N “fortunate.” After §
; suggestions:

several years of serving under oo L i Load
cruel masters, she was bought fine ieat® Meths

by Augusto Michieli. The Teresa told her sisters
Michielis sent Bakhita with ta start their chapel

their daughter to Italy, where e wiih thisbold
Bakhita encountered e
Catholicism. Overjoyed, she Eorﬂ I: rainal® N’o
was baptized and took the ; ;
name Josephine. In 1893,
instead of returning to Africa

with the Michielis, she entered

captors gave her
the name

matter whether you
are in His Presence for
Mass, a holy hour, or a

R e £St. Maedal quick visit in front of the Blessed with you. Pray for priests to
fe e Dr Ot vagraene Sacrament, begin with, “Here I am, stay close to the Eucharist. Most
DS G Lord. Love me!” It's a prayer of faith importantly, pray that more people
The moment of truth God delights to answer. come to faithfully encounter Jesus in
Live for the next Communion. the tabernacle.

Conversion begins when we
accept responsibility for our
failures. Lent is an opportunity
to stop and take a good look at
our lives. Identify all the ways
\ that sin keeps you from living
the way Jesus taught us to live.
' Know that it may take courage
\| to face your shortfalls.

= Fasting is a practice with Biblical
‘Apart from the C«@ roots, most notably, when Jesus
cross, there is no X fasted for forty days in the
other ladder by desert. Those in good
which we may get health, aged 18-59, are
to heaven.” St. ' required to fast on Ash

Why Do
Ccatholics

Lo Why do Catholics have to
Do Tha

fast on Ash Wednesday?

smaller meals that together don't
equal the full meal. This
includes abstaining from
meat. Fasting expresses our
recognition that we've
sinned and desire to make

&

Rose of Lima Wednesday and Good amends. It purifies our
Friday. We're permitted hearts and frees them to love
one full meal and two God and others well.

© Copyight 2024 Success Publihing & Media, LLC



Growing in Faith™
Pope Francis’s three-point approach to Confession

Instead of dreading seeking the Sacrament of Penance and
Recondiliation (Confession), Pope Francis suggested we
look at it as “the Sacrament of the tendemess of God,
His way of embracing us.” Follow the pope’s

February 2024 Page 2

distance between us and God. Make sure you have
not withheld mortal sins in prior Confessions,
either intentionally or accidentally. If you become
aware that you have, confess them and leave the

three-point approach to the Sacrament:
What's my intention? Rather than an

obligation, consider the Sacrament a fresh start.
Firmly resolve, from this moment forward, to give
up the activities or behaviors that separate you from
God. The firm resolution to change is key to

receiving absolution effectively.

Are there loose ends? Unconfessed sin creates

confessional a new man or woman.
Have | completed the assigned penance?
The Sacrament is meant to change us.
Purposefully make amends and continue your
resolutions to realign your life to the Gospel.
Seeking Reconciliation often and staying in a
state of grace helps us become holier people
of God.

fromS ;
cripture

In Jesus' time, Israel was occupied by
the Romans. The Israelites already had
a long history of being attacked and
conquered by other nations. The Jews

dreamed of the day when the Messiah
would set them free and o
make them the victors. ‘®, \

God had set up Moses
as liberator and
lawgiver, and sent
them Elijah, the first
of the great prophets
who foretold Christ's coming. So
when Jesus was transfigured in glory
with Moses and Elijah, the Apostles
assumed that God was revealing Jesus
as the Messiah.

Moses and Elijah spoke with Jesus
about His death and Resurrection.

Mark 9:2-10, Heavenly
glory, not werldly power

Jesus warned His disciples that He
would suffer and die (Mark 8:31).
While many Jews were expecting the
Messiah to overthrow the Romans
and make Himself king,
God revealed
that the Messiah
would save His
people by His own
death and
Resurrection.

The
Transfiguration was
meant to strengthen the faith of the
Apostles and prepare them for the
Passion. The Transfiguration reminds
us that however difficult this life may
be there is unimaginable glory that
awaits us in Heaven.

2 Why should we
A 'offer it up”?
When tempted to complain about

suffering, we may be encouraged to “offer
itup” instead. This act of surrender carries
incredible spiritual power.

A share in Christ's Cross. Because Jesus
is God, His suffering and sacrifice have
infinite value. When we unite even our

small sufferings to Jesus’
suffering, it takes on an
3 infinite value in helping
Him to save souls.
Spmtual “strength
training.” When we offer

our sufferings to God, He is able to work
on our hearts. Suffering for others helps
us to become less selfish and more
compassionate, less hard-hearted and
more patient, less self-indulgent and more
generous. Our hearts emerge more

Feasts & % @

\Celebrations~—

February 3 - St. Blaise (316). A
bishop in fourth-century Turkey, St.
Blaise was arrested for being a
Christian. On his way to jail, he
healed a young boy choking on a fish
bone. Refusing to deny his faith, the
bishop was martyred.

February 11 - Our Lady of Lourdes
(1858). A heavenly lady appeared to
St. Bernadette Soubirous, a poor girl
from a French village, and a spring
with miraculous, healing waters
emerged from a nearby cave. The lady
revealed herself as the “Immaculate

Conception,” the Blessed Virgin Mary.

February 14 - Ash Wednesday. The
first day of Lent. Ashes of old palms
are placed on the forehead as a sign
of penance. It's also a day of
abstinence from meat and fasting —
one regular meal and two small
meals that together don't equal a full
meal.

February 22 - The Chair of St.
Peter. Marking St. Peter’s
establishment of
the Holy See, on
this festival we
thank God for His
Church and pray
forits holy
preservation.

Christ-like, and better able to love.

Prudence is needed. Under most
circumstances, encouragement to “offer it
up"” works as a spiritual discipline for
inconveniences or mild suffering.
Sometimes, however, remediation or
professional help may be needed. God
sees the sincerity of our love so we can
still offer our suffering to Him and yet
take constructive action to remediate
whatever is causing the suffering, Be
prudent.
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ST. MARY’S MINISTRY SCHEDULE - FEBRUARY, 2024

Sunday, February 4
Altar Servers

Macey, Ashlyn & Tanner Pustka, Peyton Pasak

Cantor Laurence Bludau

Ushers Leon Matula, Tim Janak, Francis Klekar, Sidney Jasek
Lector Terry Patek

Extra-Ordinary Ministers Leon & Nancy Etzler, Richard Sommerlatte

Rosary Leader Dorothy Schneider

Church Cleaners

Altar Servers

Sunday, February 11 9:15a.m.

Jake, Abby & Holly Ressler, Kamryn Matula

Cantor Ruth Rouse / Choir
Ushers Robert Sciba, Richard Sommerlatte, Troy Gillar
Lector Garret Henke

Extra-Ordinary Ministers

Janice Rother, Tony & Joyce Bludau

Rosary Leader

Janice Rother

Church Cleaners

Altar Servers

Wednesday, February 14

Helen Janak, Gussie Kelnar, Marty Horecka, Pat Mladenka
6:00 p.m. (Ash Wednesday)
CCD Students

Cantor CCD Students
Ushers CCD Students
Lector CCD Students

Extra-Ordinary Ministers

Carol Rother, Sidney & Barbara Jasek

Rosary Leader

CCD Students

Church Cleaners

Sunday, February 18
Altar Servers

Elena & Alex Grahmann, Ava Shimek, Bella Howell

Cantor Jacob Jaks
Ushers Stanley Orsak, Scott Blaschke, Marvin Bujnoch
Lector Dorothy Schneider

Extra-Ordinary Ministers

Wendy Janak, Trina Bludau, Dedie Dobbs

Rosary Leader

Anita Steffek

Church Cleaners

Altar Servers

Sunday, February 25 9:15 a.m.

Colton & Landon Dierringer, Sarah & Jacob Janak

Cantor Pat Mladenka
Ushers Roman Henke, Robert Pustka, Gilbert Urbish, Charles Grafe
Lector Dedie Dobbs

Extra-Ordinary Ministers

Scott Sommerlatte, Billy Gerke, Richard Sommerlatte

Rosary Leader

Sandy Konvicka

Church Cleaners

Charlene Klekar, Janice Rother

Sunday, March 3 9:15 a.m.

Altar Servers Timber & Willow Janak, Peyton Pasak, Dawson Gutierrez
Cantor Kelly Rother

Ushers Leon Matula, Tim “Buck” Janak, Francis Klekar, Sidney Jasek
Lector Martha Horecka

Extra-Ordinary Ministers

Edward & Sandra Pustka, Wendy Janak

Rosary Leader

Ruth Rouse

Church Cleaners




