
Mission Statement 

We the faith community of Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint Joseph, strive to carry out the mission of Jesus Christ through the Catholic Tradition.  We are called by Baptism 

to proclaim the Good News using our time, talent, and treasure.  We aim to grow in our relationship with God through our worship, education, service, fellowship, and by 
loving our neighbor. 

 

PHONE LISTING 
Rectory 603-435-6242 

Religious Ed. Ctr. St. Joseph 603-942-8716 

Fax 603-435-5531 

Email Parish ololstjoseph@metrocast.net 

Website  ourladyoflourdes-stjosephs.org 

Email CCD stjgar@outlook.com 

NH Catholic Charities 1-800-562-5249 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekdays Our Lady of Lourdes:  
Tue. 12 PM, Wed. - Fri. 8 AM 

 

Saturdays 
Our Lady of Lourdes:  4 PM 

St. Joseph’s (Memorial - Labor Day) 5:30 PM 
 

Sundays 
Our Lady of Lourdes:  8 AM   

Saint Joseph’s:  10 AM 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Rev. John B. MacKenzie Pastor 
Jeannie Garcia Religious Ed. Coord. 
Ellen Barbasso Secretary 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 12 PM 

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Our Lady of Lourdes 

Saturday 3 PM 
 

BAPTISM 
Families must be registered parishioners at Our Lady 

of Lourdes or St. Joseph’s.  Please call the rectory for 

arrangements. 
 

MARRIAGE 
Couples must contact the rectory at least six months before 
intended date to fulfill preparation requirements. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 

Saturday, December 12 
4:00 PM   Michael & Marie Kukuruza        OL 
                   by Donna Cadose &Family 
5:30 PM   No Mass  
       
 

Sunday , December  13  
 8:00  AM For Our Parishioners                       OL              

10:00AM  Bill & Bertha Ash by  Loving Daughter Janet   SJ 
 

                                                                                         
WEEKDAY MASSES  

Tuesday, 12 noon OLOL 
Wed., Thurs., Fri.,  8 am  OLOL 

  
 

Monday     December  14  No Mass 
Tuesday    December   15 Intentions of Paul Simar 
Wednesday December 16  Fr. John’s Intentions 
Thursday  December   17  Fr. John’s Intentions 
 Friday       December  18 Rev. Adrien Longchamps 
 
 

Saturday,  December  19 
4:00 PM   Irene Riel by  Arlene Riel                   OL 
5:30 PM   No Mass  
 
Sunday,  December 20 
8:00 AM  For Our Parishioners                         OL 

10:00  AM  Donald Graves by His Loving Wife Janet          SJ 
 

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH ! 
 

We pray that you enjoy celebrating with us this        
weekend.  Whether you are new to the  
community or live here, know that you are  
invited to join our Parish  family.  Please  be 
sure to  introduce  yourself to Father after Mass.  
You may register with us by  dropping in or    
calling our rectory during the week at 435-6242.  
 If you are just  visiting for the weekend, we 
hope you  enjoy  your visit with us and consider 
us your “home away from home”. 

 

Weekly amount needed to meet Budget 
Requirement: $ 4,000 

Weekend of December 6, 2020 
 

 

Weekly Offering                         $  3,254 
  
We are, as always, very grateful for all who 
share, in a generous way, their Time, Talent, 
and Treasure.  

Reading 

                Third  Sunday of advent 

          Page  885  

 

DIVINE  MERCY MILITIA  
  

Please join us every Thursday evening beginning 
at 6:30 pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Church as 
we pray for our nation, our Church, our parish, 
and our world. Concludes with Benediction. 

Parish Ministries 
Serving God, Our Parish and Our Community 
Our Lady of Lourdes – St. Joseph’s Church   
             Parish Center 
• Interfaith Community Kitchen Monday Meals – 

Join us for a free home cooked meal and fellowship. 

Dinner is served at 4:30, take outs available.  

• The Clothes Closet – Free clothing for men,     

women, and children. Open: Mondays 3:30-4:30, 

Thursdays 11:00-Noon, and the first Saturday of 

 

 

 Lay Ministries 
 

December 12/12 December   19/20 

  Eucharistic Ministers  
4 PM 

 

 

 

Ben Brown 

 

Michelle Clark 

5:30 PM  

No Mass 

 

No Mass 

8 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

10 AM  

Virginia Drew 

 

Jim Klingensmith 

 Lectors   

4 PM 

 

 

Ellen Barbasso 

 

Dianne Bird 

5:30 PM   

No Mass 

 

No   Mass 

8 AM 

 

 

Charles Hauck 

 

Karen Cote 

10 AM 

 

 

Jen Klingensmith 

 

Rob Rodler 

  Altar Servers  

4 PM 

 

  

5:30 PM   

8 AM   

10 AM 

 

  



 
 
  
   

The Meaning of '12 Days of Christmas' 
  

There is one particular Christmas Carol that has 
always  baffled a lot of us.  What in the world do 
leaping lords, French hens, swimming swans, and 
especially the partridge who won't come out of the 
pear tree have to do with      Christmas?  Finally, here 
is the  real meaning behind this carol. 
 
From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England 
were not permitted to practice their faith openly. 
Someone during that era wrote this carol as a 
catechism song for young    Catholics. It has two levels 
of meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden 
meaning known only to members of their church. Each 
element in the carol has a code word for a   religious 
reality which the children could remember.  
 
      1.  The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 
      2.  Two turtle doves were the Old and New 
 Testaments. 
      3.  Three French hens stood for faith, hope and 
 love. 
       4.  The four calling birds were the four gospels of                             
 Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
      5.  The five golden rings recalled the Torah or 
 Law,  the first five books of the Old 
 Testament. 
      6.  The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of 
 creation. 
      7.  Seven swans a-swimming represented the 
 sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit: Prophesy, 
 Serving,Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, 
 Leadership, and Mercy. 
      8.  The eight maids a-milking were the eight 
 beatitudes. 
      9.  Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the 
 Holy  Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, 
 Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, 
 and Self Control. 
     10.  The ten lords a-leaping were the ten 
 commandments. 
     11.  The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven 
 faithful disciples. 
     12.  The twelve drummers drumming symbolized 
 the    twelve points of belief in the Apostles' 
 Creed. 

Question of the Week 
 

What is your greatest cause for joy?  How do you 
share your joy with others? 

HIS WORD TODAY 
 

 On this Sunday, called Gaudete from the Latin for 
“rejoice,” rejoicing is a thread that weaves through all 
the readings, from the joy of exiles returning to 
Jerusalem to the rejoicing of Mary in the             
Magnificat (the responsorial psalm) to Paul’s               
insistence that the Thessalonians rejoice at every 
moment.  What is notable in each instance is that joy is 
not a vague sentiment or an abstract         concept.  It 
wells up in response to very concrete signs of 
providential care. 
  

Paul advises the Thessalonians and us to do three things 
constantly: rejoice, pray and give thanks, no matter 
what the circumstances in which we find ourselves.  If 
we stay centered on God, the Spirit remains aflame in us, 
and we are able to discern truth and follow its demands.  
By giving thanks at all times, we let go of any sense of 
entitlement  or covetousness.  Paul would have us 
recognize that the ability to do this is itself a gift—one 
that God, who is faithful, will accomplish in us. 
  

In the Gospel, we hear John the Baptist using     Isaiah’s 
words to present himself as “the voice of one crying out 
in the desert, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’”  This 
was John answer to the  religious leaders who wanted to 
know, “Who are you?”  John first says who he is not.  He 
is not the Christ, that is the “Anointed One” or “Messiah.”  
He is simply the one pointing toward the expected one.  
He  himself is not “the light”; he came to      testify to the 
light and to bring others to believe through his 
testimony.  In a certain sense, though, John is a light to 
others.  Just as effective lighting in a room does not call 
attention to itself, but rather enables you to see what is 
in the room, so too John is not the focus, but rather 
points to the one who is the light.   
This expected one is already in their midst, and in our 
midst.  Do you recognize him? 

“There is one among you whom you do not recognize” (Jn 1:26) 

 

Eucharistic Adoration  

The last Thursday for Eucharistic Adoration at St. Joseph's 
Church for this year will be Thursday, December 19.  
Weekly Adoration will begin again on February 18, the first 
Thursday of Lent (weather    permitting). Adoration at Our 
Lady of Lourdes will continue on Tuesdays after the 12pm 
Mass until 3pm. Thank you to our volunteers who help 
make this most holy ministry possible in our parish.  



PARISH NEWS FLASHES  

 
 Father John wishes masks to be worn by all who 

attend any Mass. Thank You all for your 
anticipated compliance. 

 
 Families will have fun making a batch of       

Christmas cookies together and learning about the 
birth of Jesus. Password to video link, recipe, 
coloring pages, and music can be found on the 
parish website faith formation page  This activity is 
suitable for Pre-K thru elementary level. 

 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS FAITH FORMATION 
 

Jeannie Garcia,  Religious Education 

Coordinator, Contact Phone: 942-8716 /  

269-4143 

Email:  stjgar@outlook.com 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes/St Joseph’s Faith 

Formation:  ourladyoflourdes-stjosephs.org. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion Outside of Mass will now 
be available after the dismissal of Mass at the following 
times: Saturdays from 5:00 to 5:15pm at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church Sundays from 11:15-11:30am at St. Jo-
seph's' Church. Please wear a facial mask when entering 
the church and sanitize your hands before receiving the 
sacrament.   
Distribution of Communion is only for parishioners who are 
unable to attend Mass due to  personal or family related 
health concerns. Receiving the Blessed Sacrament alone 
does not take the place of Sunday Mass.  

 

 

Due to the increasing number of Covid19 cases in 
the state, there will be a sign-in sheet at both church 
locations  for contact tracing purposes. Please sign in 
your name and phone number. If you do not wish to 
leave a number, please contact the rectory to make 
sure we have your current contact information on file.  
We also ask that you stay at home if you are feeling 
ill, wear a mask, and sanitize your hands before 
Mass and Communion if  possible. 

It was the Sunday after Christmas at 
St Peter and Saint Paul's Church in     
Borden, Kent, England. Father John 
was looking at the nativity scene      
prior to packing away the figures 
when he noticed the baby Jesus 
was missing from the scene.  Imme-

diately,   Father John turned towards the vicarage 
in order to call the      police. But as he was about 
to do so, he saw little Harry with a red wagon, and 
in the wagon was the figure of the little infant, Je-
sus. 
  

Father John walked up to Harry and said, 'Well,    
Harry, where did you get the little infant?' Harry   
replied honestly, 'I took him from the church Father 
John.' 'And why did you take him?' 
  

With a sheepish smile, Harry said, 'Well, about a 
week before Christmas I prayed to little Lord Jesus. 
I told him if he would bring me a red wagon for 
Christmas, I would give him a ride around the block 
in it.' 

 

CATHOLIC RADIO NEWS  
  

Since Nov. 24th, our local Catholic Radio station 
WICX102.7FM has been off the air because the      
antenna and transmitter equipment are being moved 
to a new site. In the meantime, you can still listen 
online:www.wicxradio.org/ or on smartphone:https://
tunein.com/   
  

To assist WICX in making this move, send a check to 
"WICXRadio": PO Box 42, Bradford, NH 03221 or   
donate on-line at: www.wicxradio.org/Info: Mike      
Bellino (Station General Manager) at 603-748-9047 
ornhcatholicra-dio@gmail.c  

Buy Your Fresh Cut Christmas Trees  at IHM!! 
   Proceeds benefit  their Community Services  
Fund.  Weekends Saturday  and  Sunday,  
until  they  are  all  sold. This is the primary 
fundraiser for our IHM Community Service 
Fund with all proceeds going to benefit      
families in need in our community during the 
year.  Volunteer help for half day shifts on 
Saturday and Sunday are requested but even 
a couple of hours would be appreciated.  
Please call or email the Church office if you 
can help. 

 

 

Jesus Christ, Light of the World, 
You understand what it is like to feel alone 

in the midst   of great suffering.  Remain 

with us as we continue to endure the coro-

navirus pandemic   In these dark months we 

cry, “How long, O Lord?”  You understand 

what it is like to feel alone in the midst of 

great suffering.  Help us to watch and pray 

for signs of your hope.  @gmail.c   As we 

walk through this time of darkness, give us 

faith that we are headed toward brighter 

days.  Give light to our eyes. Let us show 

that light to one another.    Covid Prayer. 

The last Thursday for Eucharistic Adoration at 
St. Joseph's Church for this year will be Thurs-
day, December 19.  Weekly Adoration will begin 
again on February 18, the first Thursday of 
Lent (weather    permitting). Adoration at Our 
Lady of Lourdes will continue on Tuesdays after 
the 12pm Mass until 3pm.  



 
Sharing the Gospel 
 
People noticed John the Baptist. He loved God, and he used words honestly. He really wanted to help 
people change and grow closer to God. He stood out as someone really different and special. People 
came from all around to hear him and learn about him. When people asked him questions, he 
pointed them to Jesus. 
 
Prayer 
  

Jesus, help me to be different because I love you. 
 
Something to Draw 
  

Draw a picture of yourself being honest and kind with your family. 
 
Mission for the Week 
  

Ask a friend if he or she is ready to meet Jesus.  
 
 
 
 

Children’s Page
n’s Page 
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