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Mass Schedule  
Weekdays: Our Lady of Lourdes Tues. – 10AM &  

Wed.-Fri. 8AM 
Saturdays: Our Lady of Lourdes - 4PM & St. Joseph-5:30 

(Memorial Day-Labor Day) 
Sundays: Our Lady of Lourdes 8AM & St. Joseph 10AM 

Baptism 
Families must be registered parishioners at Our Lady of 
Lourdes or at St. Joseph. Please call the rectory for          
arrangements. 

Marriage 
Couples must contact the rectory at least six months before 
intended date to fulfill preparation requirements. 



Reading 

First  Sunday  
in Advent 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday November 26 
4PM    Chester Menter by June & Jim Fredette   OL 
5:30PM   No Mass 

Sunday November 27 
8AM    For Our Parishioners                                     OL 
10AM  Russel Miles by Paula Miles                         SJ 
 

Weekday Masses   
Mon.     Nov. 28    No Mass 
Tues.    Nov. 29   Noon   Birthday blessings for  
                                                         Linda Kownack    OL 
Wed.    Nov. 30    8AM   Monica Saviano              OL  
Thurs.  Dec. 1  8AM   Joseph Cote Sr.                    OL 
Fri.        Dec. 2   8AM    Paul Jacoby                         OL  
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday   December 3 

8AM   Intentions of Our Lady of Fatima                OL 
4PM    Jo Anne Lynch by Ellen Barbasso               OL 
5:30PM  No Mass 

Sunday December 4 
8AM      Well-Being and Intentions for Fr. Ray  
                                                 Gagnon by Fr. John      OL 
10AM    For Our Parishioners                                    SJ  

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH ! 
 

We pray that you enjoy celebrating with us this        
weekend.  Whether you are new to the  community 
or live here, know that you are  invited to join our 
Parish  family.  Please  be sure to  introduce  
yourself to Father after Mass.   
You may register with us by  dropping in or  calling 
our rectory during the week at 435-6242.  
 
 If you are just  visiting for the weekend, we hope 
you  enjoy  your visit with us and consider us your 
“home away from home”. 

Parish Ministries 
Interfaith Community Kitchen Monday Meals – 
Drive up take-out dinners are offered every  
Monday at 4:30 
The Clothes Closet – Free clothing for men,  
women, and children. Open: on   
Mondays 3:30-4:30, Thursdays 11:00-Noon, and 
during food pantry hours or by appointment 
The Northwood Emergency Food Pantry – Please 
stop by for our monthly schedule. 
•  
Serving God, Our Parish and Our Community 

 Lay  
Ministries 

Nov. 26/27 Dec. 3/4 

 
 

  

 

4 PM 
 
 Ben  Brown 

 
Dianne Bird 

 

5:30 PM 
 
No Mass 

 
No Mass 

 

8 AM 

 

 
Charlie Hauck 

 
Anne Boisvert 

 

10:00 AM 

 

 
Teresa Bascom 

 
Robert  
Laramee 

 
Weekly Offering for: 
 
November 13 — $4,228 
Families in Need — $1,374 
Vanco — $1,259 
We are, as always, very grateful for all 
who share, in a generous way, their 
Time, Talent and Treasure. 

Parish Staff 
Rev. John B. MacKenzie Pastor 
Jeannie Garcia Religious Ed. Coord. 
Ellen Barbasso  Secretary           

Office Hours Mon.—Fri. 8am-12pm 
 
Phone Listings 
Rectory:  603-435-6242 
Religious Ed. Ctr. St. Joseph:  603-942-8716 
Fax:         603-435-5531 
Email Parish:  ololstjoseph@metrocast.net 
Website: ourladyoflourdes-stjosephs.org 
Email CCD:   stjgar@outlook.com 
Catholic Charities:  1-800-562-5249 

mailto:ololstjoseph@metrocast.net
http://ourladyoflourdes-stjosephs.org/oll
mailto:stjgar@outlook.com


“They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears  

into pruning hooks” (Is 2:4)  

Question of the Week 
  

Are there any practical ways in which you can con-

tribute to mutual understanding and peace on earth 

at this particular time?  

HIS WORD TODAY 
 

The First Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of a   

period of preparation for the celebration of Christmas. In 

contrast to the commercialized celebrations of “the    

holidays,” it is meant to be a quiet and reflective time. 

Today’s readings suggest that Advent is a time to hope 

for lasting peace among nations, to reorient our own 

lives and to await the fullness of God’s kingdom. The 

readings also challenge us to make those hopes into  

realities. 
 

Hope is the predominant word during the Advent season. 

By definition, hope refers to a desire and expectation 

that goals that seem difficult to achieve may somehow 

be realized. Thomas Aquinas said it best when he       

described hope as what is agreeable, future, arduous 

and possible of attainment. Our Scripture readings push 

us beyond our   narrow self-interests and challenge us to 

hope for  understanding and peace among the nations of 

the world, and to look forward to the full coming of God’s 

kingdom. The ground and goal of these hopes is God. 

While this kind of hope involves total reliance on God, it 

also challenges us to expend serious effort in the        

present time. Wishing is not  enough. 
  

Advent is a time for reorienting our personal lives. While 

not so much a penitential season as Lent is, there is a 

sense that Advent involves turning our lives more       

consciously and directly to God and the kingdom of God. 

As Paul says in his Letter to the Romans, “Let us then 

throw off the works of darkness.” It is an occasion for us 

to examine ourselves and try to see where the works of 

darkness may have entered. But moral conversion is not 

the whole story. Rather, the positive challenge is to “put 

on the Lord Jesus Christ.” That means allowing our lives 

to be shaped even more by and better conformed to the 

person of Christ.  
  

Advent is a time to await the fullness of God’s kingdom. 

In today’s readings what both Paul and Matthew have in 

mind is not so much the celebration of Christmas as 

preparation for what we call the second coming of Christ. 
Since the Son of Man will come like a “thief in the night”, 

we must always be vigilant. Matthew’s parables         

challenge us to good deeds and constant vigilance in the 

present. 

Father John’s Jottings 
Preparation for Christmas is an important theme for Advent, 
but more is involved. Advent gives us a vision of our lives as 
Christians and shows us the possibilities of life. The vision of 
life that Advent gives us is twofold; it looks back to the first 
coming of Christ at Bethlehem, and it looks to the future 
when Christ will come again. In the interval between these 
two events we find meaning for our life as a Christian.   First 
we celebrate Christ-became-human. We view his life and 
experience his presence as a human being in our   history. 
Christ came to show us what life can and should be. He 
gave us true and valid principles by which we can live true 
and valid lives. But Jesus knew that the human heart could 
not live in isolation. He formed the Church around the con-
cept of a people held together by love. In that community we 
discover unlimited possibilities and meaning. Alone we can 

do nothing. Together we find real meaning. 

When Christ left this earth, he did not abandon us. He     
remains with us in his Spirit, the Church, the sacraments, the 
Scriptures and each other. He lives in community with us 
and keeps his vision of life before us.   When Christ comes 
again, his presence will no longer be   hidden behind the 
signs and symbols of the liturgy or the words of the       
Scriptures. His presence among us will be  revealed in all its 
fullness, a presence that will never end, a presence that will 

perfect and complete our community.     

This is the "greater significance" of Advent. In these few 
short weeks we take in the sweeping panorama of time, from 
Christ's birth to his Second Coming. The season of   Advent 
brings us the magnificent vision of life and hope for the    
future given to us by Christ.     Advent is our time to become 
more involved, more caught up in the meaning and the   
possibilities of life as a Christian community.   Thus we are 
preparing not only for Christmas but also for Christ's Second 
Coming. This means that when he comes again, we will be 

awake and watchful. He will not find us asleep. 

Religious Education 

Jeannie Garcia,  Religious Education Coordinator, 

Contact Phone: 942-8716 /  

269-4143 

Email:  stjgar@outlook.com 

Our Lady of Lourdes/St Joseph’s Faith Formation:  
ourladyoflourdes-stjosephs.org. 

http://www.catholic.org/advent/advent.php?id=6




Children’s “Advent”ure 
Night!  

Friday, Dec 2, 6:30-8:30 
in the Parish Center. 

  
Learn the gifts of giving 
during the Advent Season. 
Make a Nativity Ginger-
bread House, a Christmas 
ornament for someone in 
need, and celebrate the 

feast day of Saint Nicholas. Children in grades PreK-1 
must have a parent or adult partner present.       
RSVP  Jeannie Garcia by  Sunday, Nov 27, 
to  stjgar@outlook.com 

Coming Up! Brother Francis  
Daily Advent Videos for Children 

 
Each day during Advent Brother Francis 
leads us on a daily journey in this     
special seasonal celebration of the  
coming of the Lord! Featuring         
meditations, prayers, and suggested  
activities to keep our focus on Christ 
this Christmas. Look for the Advent 
strip on FORMED to view these each 
day. 

Reconciliation Hours for Advent  
 

This period of Advent is not just a time of getting ready 
for Christmas by planning celebrations, decorating 
homes and buying gifts. It is, most significantly, a spir-
itual preparation for the Second coming of Christ, which 
is enriched through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Fr. John will be available all Sundays of Advent, at St. 
Joseph's Church at 9:30am prior to Mass and immedi-
ately afterwards.  
Reconciliation at Our Lady of Lourdes will remain at 
3pm on Saturdays, additional time will be available 
Thursday evenings from 4:45 pm to 5:15 pm beginning 
December 1, or by making an appointment with him at 
the rectory. 

  Thank you to all  who    

    donated to Our Knights of  
    Columbus Holiday  Monetary  
    Collection The total amount  
    collected was $4,150.00 and 

will be used to purchase supermarket gift cards 
for our local food pantries. 

mailto:%20stjgar@outlook.com

