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Mass Schedule  
Weekdays: Our Lady of Lourdes Tues.–10AM &  

Wed.-Fri.8AM 
Saturdays: Our Lady of Lourdes -4PM &  

St. Joseph-5:30 (Memorial Day-Labor Day) 
Sundays: Our Lady of Lourdes 8AM & St. Joseph 10AM 

Baptism 
Families must be registered parishioners at Our Lady of 
Lourdes or at St. Joseph. Please call the rectory for         
arrangements. 

Marriage 
Couples must contact the rectory at least six months before 
intended date to fulfill preparation requirements. 



Reading 

Fourth Sunday  
in Advent 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday December 17 
4PM    For Our Parishioners                                     OL 
5:30PM   No Mass 

Sunday December 18 
8AM     Well being and Intentions for Fr. Ray  
                                                Gagnon by Fr. John       OL 
10AM  Donald Graves by His Loving Wife Janet  SJ 
 

Weekday Masses   
Mon.     Dec.19 No Mass 
Tues.    Dec.20  10AM Gordon Moore                  OL 
Wed.    Dec.21 8AM   Arlene Riel                           OL  
Thurs.  Dec. 22  8AM   Edward Riel                      OL 
Fri.        Dec. 23   8AM  Health and Well Being of  
                                                           Janet Graves        OL  

 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday  Christmas Eve December 24 

(please note mass time  and location changes) 
4PM    Aline  & George MacKenzie by Fr. John     SJ 
6:00 PM Joseph & Michael Mc Govern by  
                                                       Joan Mc Govern     OL 

Sunday December 25 
8AM      Ellen & John Winters by John 
                                                                 Winters Jr.     OL 
10AM   For Our Parishioners                                    SJ  

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH ! 
We pray that you enjoy celebrating with us this        
weekend.  Whether you are new to the  community or 
live here, know that you are  invited to join our Parish  
family.  Please  be sure to  introduce  yourself to Father 
after Mass.   
You may register with us by  dropping in or  calling our 
rectory during the week at 435-6242.  
If you are just  visiting for the weekend, we hope you  
enjoy  your visit with us and consider us your “home 
away from home”. 

 Lay  
Ministries 

Dec.17/ 18 Dec. 24/25 

    

 

4 PM 
Donna   
Brown 

4PM SJ 
Rob Rodler 

Christmas 

Eve   
 6PM OLOL 

Ben Brown  

 

8 AM 

 

Charlie  
Hauck 

Anne  
Boisvert 

 

10:00 AM 

 

Betsy  
Bosiak 

Jennifer  
Klingensmith 

Due to the holiday our publisher pushes 
up all of our deadlines, because of this  
the collections have not yet been       
collected at the time and creation of this  
bulletin.  
 
We are, as always, very grateful for all 
who share, in a generous way, their 
Time, Talent and Treasure. 

Parish Staff 
 Rev. John B. MacKenzie Pastor 
  Jeannie Garcia    Religious Ed. Coord. 
  Ellen Barbasso   Secretary           

Office Hours Mon.—Fri. 8am-12pm 
Phone Listings 
  Rectory:     603-435-6242 
  Religious Ed. Ctr. St. Joseph:  603-942-8716 
  Fax:           603-435-5531 
  Email Parish:ololstjoseph@metrocast.net 
  Website:  ourladyoflourdes-stjosephs.org 
  Email CCD:   stjgar@outlook.com 
  Catholic Charities:  1-800-562-5249 

   

     Parish Online  
       Giving  
     QR CODE 

mailto:ololstjoseph@metrocast.net
http://ourladyoflourdes-stjosephs.org/oll
mailto:stjgar@outlook.com


“And they shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us’” (Mt 1:23)  

Question of the Week 
 

Does the understanding of Jesus as Emmanuel     
enrich your participation in the Eucharist? 

HIS WORD TODAY 
  

The Hebrew name Emmanuel, which means “God is 
with us,” combines the Hebrew expression for “with us” 
and one of the words for “God” (El). It refers to the  
presence of God among us—the great Advent hope.  
  
The reading from Isaiah 7 is one of the most famous      
passages in the Hebrew Bible. It features the prophet’s 
promise of “Emmanuel,” a future descendant of the    
royal household of David. Ahaz reigned as king of Judah 
in the eighth century B.C. The prophet Isaiah was       
disappointed with Ahaz’s policies and looked forward to 
a better king. The sign he gave Ahaz was this: “A virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him     
Emmanuel.” To Ahaz and his royal court, Emmanuel  
referred to the son (probably Hezekiah) who would be 
born to one of the king’s wives. The assumption behind 
this prophecy was that through the future king, God 
would be present once more in a special way to his    
people Israel. The name given to him by the prophet 
expressed the hope that the new king would become 
what his name signified. 
  
The identification of Jesus as Emmanuel is made explicit 
in today’s passage from near the beginning of Matthew’s    
Gospel.  There Joseph is told in a dream that the child to 
be born to Mary is what Isaiah really hoped for. 
Throughout Matthew’s narrative of Jesus’ public       
ministry, we learn how he manifested God’s presence in 
his wise teachings and mighty deeds. In the passion  
narrative Jesus fulfills the Scriptures about the Suffering 
Servant (Isaiah 53) and the Suffering Righteous One 
(Psalm 22). At the very end of  Matthew’s Gospel, the 
risen Jesus promises to be with us “always, until the end 
of the age.” From beginning to end Jesus is (and          
continues to be) Emmanuel.    
  
Our most familiar Advent hymn begins “O come, O 
come, Emmanuel.” When we sing it, we stand beside the 
psalmist, Isaiah, Paul and Matthew, and we profess our 
faith in Jesus as Emmanuel in the flesh, as God’s        
presence within our common humanity. We also look 
forward to the fullness of God’s presence in his         
kingdom. The great Advent hope is expressed in the 
name “Emmanuel.”  

Father John’s Jottings 
 

How easy it is to talk about the greatest of virtues — 
love — and totally fail to live up to its concrete        
demands! 

Fortunately, our religion is not mainly about ideas or 
virtues but about persons. The angel of the Lord says 
to Joseph, “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit” (Mt.1:20). We don’t know exactly why Joseph 
was scared to receive Mary and therefore Jesus. We do 
know the solution: take Mary home. It’s so concrete. 
Look at her. Listen to her. Talk to her. Protect her. 
Help her. Laugh with her. Eat with her. Rest with her. 
Christianity begins here for Joseph, so it must with us, 
too. 

New year challenge: This week I challenge you to 
choose a concrete way to “take Mary into your home.” 
Praying a weekly or daily Rosary is a proven way. 
Perhaps for you it’s making a little shrine with a statue 
or image. Maybe it’s praying a weekly Litany of Our 
Lady on Saturday night. Whatever it is, make sure it is 
a concrete action and do it. She will be there. Soon her 
virtues will follow, especially love. 

Religious Education 

Jeannie Garcia,  Religious Education Coordinator, 

Contact Phone: 942-8716 /  

269-4143 

Email:  stjgar@outlook.com 

Our Lady of Lourdes/St Joseph’s Faith 

Formation:  ourladyoflourdes-stjosephs.org. 

Reconciliation Hours for Advent  
 

This period of Advent is not just a time of getting ready 
for Christmas by planning celebrations, decorating 
homes and buying gifts. It is, most significantly, a    
spiritual preparation for the Second coming of Christ, 
which is enriched through the Sacrament of              
Reconciliation. 
Fr. John will be available all Sundays of Advent, at St. 
Joseph's Church at 9:30am prior to Mass and             
immediately afterwards.  
Reconciliation at Our Lady of Lourdes will remain at 
3pm on Saturdays, additional time will be available 
Thursday evenings from 4:45 pm to 5:15 pm beginning 
December 1, or by making an appointment with him at 
the rectory. 





Christmas Mass Schedule 

Saturday, 
Christmas Eve Mass  

4pm St Joseph’s  
6pm Our Lady of Lourdes  

 
Sunday Christmas Day  

8am Our Lady of Lourdes  
10am St. Joseph's 

Item needed - A 
parishioner with 

two children is in 
immediate need of 

an affordable used 
washing machine. 

Please contact 
Jeannie Garcia 
stjgar@outlook.com 

Holiday Bake 

Sale! Coe Brown 
Senior and           
parishioner, Tessa 
Nault, will be        
offering her festive 
baked treats on 
Sunday, Dec 18,   
after Mass.  All      
donations collected 

benefit the Northwood Food Pantry 
and Parish Clothes Closet.  

Nativity Play 
Today at St. Josephs  

 
After the 10:00 Mass  

  The Interfaith  
  Community  

  Kitchen  needs 2-3   

 spiral hams (serving   
 35 meals) and 4   
 butternut squash for 

their Christmas dinner 
on Dec 19. If you would like to donate a ham 
or squash, please contact Jeannie           

Garcia stjgar@outlook.com 

mailto:stjgar@outlook.com
mailto:stjgar@outlook.com

