
Promise to Protect 

In recent years, you have 

probably seen the word 

“VIRTUS” in this bulletin. The 

VIRTUS Enhanced Essential 3  

is the process used to make 

sure that everyone in our 

parish (and throughout the 

Archdiocese) who has contact 

with children, youth or 

vulnerable adults, has been screened and 

understands their responsibilities to protect these 

most precious members of our community. All of 

our paid staff, as well as volunteers in areas ranging 

from youth ministry and hospitality to music and 

liturgy, are participating in the Essential 3 with 

updates every three years. The Archdiocesan Office 

for the Protection of Children and Youth (OPCY) 

has enhanced the procedures as part of our ongoing 

commitment to make sure that the kinds of abuse 
we have been reading about in the news are never 

tolerated in our midst. We especially want to thank 

all of our dedicated lay ministry volunteers for your 

cooperation and support. 

Seeking Justice for Survivors of Clergy Sexual Abuse 

By now, we have all heard the news about the May 31 

settlement agreement between the Archdiocese of St. 

Paul & Minneapolis and survivors of past clergy abuse. 

We want you to know that our parish has had a part 

in this process. As an act of good-will, several parishes 

within the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis 

(including ours), have voluntarily contributed toward a 

fund for victims of this abuse. This, along with other 

negotiations with the Archdiocese and insurance 

carriers, has been provided to bring the painful 

litigation to a close. The funds from our parish will be 

given solely to those survivors and are not to be 

subject to legal fees for the bankruptcy settlement. 

Our parish leadership made this offering because it is a 

vital part of our call to show care and compassion for 

all those who have been harmed, and we feel that this 

is an important step toward healing for the victims and 

their families. If you have any questions or concerns, 

we encourage you to contact Fr. Mark Pavlik in the 
parish office, or one of our trustees, Judy Black and 

Rick Zilka. We continue to pray for all of the 

survivors, and for our universal Catholic Church, in 

our journey toward reconciliation in Christ.  
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School News 

Congratulations to Blessed Trinity Class of 2018!  

Students from this year’s eight grade class are poised for 
success at the Academy of the Holy Angels, Cretin-Derham 

Hall, Cristo Rey Jesuit High School, DeLaSalle High School, and 
Richfield High School. They are well-prepared to excel both 

personally and academically, to serve the larger community, 
and to go on to success in college and beyond. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

At BT, we never want finances to deter a family from choosing 

our school, and so we provide tuition aid, transfer grants, 
multi-student discounts and work closely with families to make 

Blessed Trinity a realistic, attainable choice.   

Blessed Trinity Catholic School offers an intimate environment 
and small class sizes preschool through middle school. 

Students learn Catholic faith and virtues and are encouraged 
to live them out daily. Our preschool and extended care 

combination offers flexible daily learning Mondays–Fridays, 
from 6:30am—6:00pm, for children ages three and up. Our K-

8 curriculum follows archdiocesan standards which meet and 
exceed the standards for the State of Minnesota, and includes 

foreign language, technology and the arts. All BT teachers are 
licensed and students are encouraged to become involved in a 

variety of extracurricular activities. 

 

Please contact us at 612-866-6906 or admissions@btcsmn.org 
with any questions you may have about Blessed Trinity or to 

schedule a tour. Visit us online at www.btcsmn.org and 
www.facebook.com/BlessedTrinityCatholicSchool. Explore 

all that BT has to offer! 
 

 

 

Blessed Trinity Catholic School 

Patrick O’Keefe, Principal     www.btcsmn.org 
Penn Ave Campus    Preschool—Grade 3             612-866-6906  

Nicollet Ave Campus   Grades 4—8                         612-869-5200 
 

Community News 

Parent Education Night: Eating Disorders 

This presentation by Emily Monson from The Emily Program 
Foundation will help parents and others develop a better 

understanding of the symptoms, warning signs, and ways 
specific ways to support their loved ones with eating 

disorders. All parents and caregivers are invited to attend this 
free event on Tuesday, June 12, 7:00—8:00pm, at Shepherd 

of the Valley Church in Apple Valley. Find full details and other 
schedules online at www.namihelps.org. 
 

Holy Hours for Vocations 

The next holy hour will be held on Tuesday, June 12, 7:00—
8:00pm, at the Church of St. Peter in Forest Lake. Spend an 

hour with Jesus to pray for an increase in vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and Religious life. For details, visit 

www.10000vocations.org. 
 

St. Bonaventure Riverboat Cruise 
Join our St. Boni friends on Sunday, June 24, at 2:00pm for a 

3 hour cruise on the St Croix River! Tickets are $28 for 
adults and $13 for children (plus $12 each to take the round 

trip bus ride). Live band and full buffet meal included in the 
ticket price; a cash bar will also be available. Tickets are on 

sale through June 18 on weekdays, 8:00—4:30 in the parish 
office at 901 E 90th Street. Contact Breta MacPhie at 612-730

-6409 or blmac1029@hotmail.com with any questions 
 

Kid’s Summer Meals Program 
June 11—28, Richfield is offering free meals to kids (ages 18 

and under), Mondays—Thursdays, at the South Education 
Center (7450 Penn Ave S—across the small road from St. 

Richard). No registration is necessary; just show up between 
9:00—9:30am for breakfast and 12:00—12:30pm for lunch. 

Dementia Friends Kick-Off Luncheon 

Richfield is becoming a dementia-friendly community where 

residents thrive with supportive resources and social 
opportunities to stay connected. Everyone in Richfield is 

invited to become part of this effort. On Wednesday, June 
20, you are invited to the Richfield Community Center from 

11:30am—2:00pm, for this kick-off with community leaders. 
 

Rural Life Sunday Celebration  
Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 24, hosted by Greg & 

Faye Bakeberg, and Pat & Joanna Bakeberg (Goldview Farms, 
9156 Grover Ave. SW, Waverly). Fr. Charles Lachowitzer will 

preside at 1:30am Mass; followed by lunch, music, and family-
fun activities. Join others from throughout the Archdiocese to 

pray, remember, and celebrate all God has given us in the 
rural way of life! 
 

Faith and Freedom: Grandparents & Grandchildren Pray 

On Thursday, June 28, 1:00–3:00pm, bring your 
grandchildren to the Cathedral of Saint Paul to experience an 

up-close view of the sanctuary, altar, Archbishop’s chair, 
chapels and shrines, learn about the Mass from Fr. John Paul 

Erickson, participate in Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction. 
Register at www.CatholicGrandparenting.org.  

 

 

 
 

 

May 31, 2018 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

  By now, I hope you have heard the good news that an agreement has been reached to resolve the bankruptcy 
of the Archdiocese. Thank you for your prayers. 

  The consensual agreement, reached after much hard work, establishes a trust fund totaling approximately $210 
million that will be available for the resolution of the bankruptcy claims. It also includes a provision that will 
enable the parishes of the Archdiocese and related Catholic institutions to avoid further litigation stemming from 
these claims, thereby enabling us to carry on our mission of spreading and living the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

  I am particularly grateful to the victims/survivors who have bravely come forward.  Without their courage 
and persistence, this resolution would not have been possible. The Church let them down, and we are humbled 
that they now allow us to begin to make amends. We will all need to do more to let them know that they are 
always truly welcome in our parishes.  

  I am also grateful to Judge Robert Kressel for the direction he provided, which led to this settlement, and to 
Magistrate Arthur Boylan and Paul Van Osselaer for their extraordinary efforts as our mediators. They were 
true, honest brokers in working with all parties.   

  Gratitude is owed as well to the many advocates who worked so passionately on behalf of survivors. They, 
along with the legal counsel representing the parishes, played a vital role in helping us all find a path to a just 
and fair resolution.  

  I am especially grateful to our legal team from Briggs and Morgan, who worked tirelessly to analyze, address 
and advance this matter for over three years, while respecting our Gospel values and objectives. Also, I would 
be remiss if I failed to thank Tom Abood, the chair of the Archdiocesan Finance Council, who, as chair of our 
Reorganization Task Force led the negotiations on behalf of the Archdiocese. The advice given by the Finance 
Council, our Corporate Board, and the College of Consultors proved to be of inestimable value and once again 
highlighted the importance of consultation.  

  I realize that many others deserve gratitude, especially those of you who have been so faithful throughout 
these most difficult of times, relying on our Lord in the Eucharist and on your families, friends, and clergy for 
strength during these challenging months. I am grateful that you enabled our parishes to continue to be vibrant 
centers where all can encounter Christ. Please continue to reach out in love and generosity to those around you 
who are hurting and are in need of healing.    

  Even as we take this important step forward in providing justice to survivors of abuse, we know our work in 
this regard is not complete. Our Ministerial Standards and Safe Environment team – under the direction of 
Judge Tim O’Malley – will continue its work on demonstrable actions to ensure our churches, schools and 
communities are safe places for all. Our December 2015 Settlement Agreement with the Ramsey County 
Attorney’s Office, establishing what County Attorney John Choi called “unprecedented” child safety policies, 
continues to be the national standard for maintaining safe environments.  Our progress reports to the court since 
that time give continued evidence of our commitment to permanent change. The bankruptcy settlement gives us 
yet another opportunity to reaffirm our efforts to protect children and vulnerable adults.  

  While this agreement marks the end of a difficult period for many, it also signals a new beginning. The 
completion of the bankruptcy process allows us to pursue a new day that has many realities – atonement, 
healing and restoration of trust. 

  In closing, I ask that you continue to pray for those who have been harmed, for your pastors and all the priests 
who faithfully serve this Archdiocese, and for the faithful men and women who strengthen this local Church by 
their perseverance, their example, and their generous service.  

With every personal best wish and prayer, I remain               

     Sincerely in Christ, 

                               Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda 
                               Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis 

http://btcsmn.org/

