
February 26, 2020 

St. Richard’s Family, 

Three years ago, Side By Side Ministries brought me to Richfield to bring the Gospel to the youth of the 
community and partner with the great parish of St. Richard’s in these efforts. Recently, we came to a very 
difficult decision that we would no longer be able to carry out our ministry in Richfield. Because of this, 
we will no longer be partnered with St. Richard’s and I will be moving on to server in the community of 
Jordan, MN. This is an especially difficult decision that I have had to make as it has been one of the 
greatest blessings of my life to serve your wonderful parish community. I have met so many youth and 
families that have brightened my days and give me hope for the future of society and for the advancement 
of the Gospel. With your warm hearts and strong sense of community, the good news of Jesus Christ will 
surely spread in word and deed. 

I have many people to thank from my time at St. Richard’s, but would like to especially recognize a few 
in this letter: 

-          I would first like to thank Father Mark Pavlik for allowing this partnership to happen and 
continually supporting us as the leader of this parish. 

-          To Julie Kraus, thank you for being such a great teacher to our middle schoolers and for being 
one of the greatest examples I have seen of what it means to be a loving, involved member of the local 
church. You are a wonderful leader for our youth to follow. 

-          To Riyan Mendonsa, and Joel and Rachel Poyatos, thank you for taking on the calling to lead 
our Confirmation candidates in their faith learning. You have provided tremendous wisdom in your 
teaching and radiate joy and a desire to know God more, and the students take notice.  

-          To all the students I have had the blessing of serving in my 3 years at St. Richard’s, of which there 
are too many to name, thank you. I thank God every day that He specifically chose to put each and every 
one of you in my path. You all mean so much to me and believe me when I say you have taught me and 
blessed me far more than I could hope to repay. The opportunities I’ve had to spend time with you have 
provided some of the most meaningful and memorable experiences of my life. I love you all and will 
continue to hold each of you up in prayer and root you on in life.  

-          Lastly, I must thank Susie Osacho, our great faith formation director. She does so much for this 
parish community that goes unseen and her joyful energy has kept me going each day that I have served 
here. I would not have been able to do this job without her and will be forever grateful for the way she has 
lifted me up throughout my work. The families of St. Richard’s are so blessed to have her leading our 
kids in their faith learning. Her love for each family of this parish is completely evident. If you see her 
around, give her a hug and a “Thank you”, she deserves it more than anyone I know.  

I would like to leave you all with a scripture verse that I pray every youth I come across would fully 
believe. Take time to ponder it when you have a chance. 

“These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have 
tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” – John 16:33 

With love always, 

Andy Buckner 
SBS Youth Missionary  

 


