


                  Tw e l f t h  S u n d a y  i n  O r d i n a r y  T i m e         
J u n e  2 0  &  2 1 ,  2 0 2 0           

 
PRELUDE: (Musician choice) - not printed in bulletin   11:15 - Gather #602 Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 

 
OPENING HYMN: Gather #576 Canticle of the Sun    Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, © 1980, GIA Publications, Inc. 

The heavens are telling the glory of God,  
and all creation is shouting for joy. 
Come, dance in the forest, come, play in the field,  
and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord. 
 

1. Praise for the sun, the bringer of day, 
 He carries the light of the Lord in his rays; 
 The moon and the stars who light up the way  
 Unto your throne. 
 

2. Praise for the wind that blows through the trees, 
 The seas mighty storms, the gentlest breeze; 
 They blow where they will, they blow where they please  
 To please the Lord. 
 

3. Praise for the rain that waters our fields, 
 And blesses our crops so all the earth yields; 
 From death unto life her myst'ry revealed  
 Springs forth in joy. 

 
GLORIA:  Mass of Redemption 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of goodwill. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, 
heavenly King, O God Almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For You alone are the 
Holy one, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the most high Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of 
God the Father, Amen, Amen. 

 
RESPONSE: Gather #59 Psalm 66: Let All The Earth 
Let all the earth cry out in joy to the Lord; Let all the earth cry out in joy to the Lord. 

 
ALLELUIA: Gather #329 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah  
 
C r e e d  ( s p o k e n )  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I 
believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through 
Him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation He came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, He 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and His kingdom will have no end.     C o n t i n u e d  o n  n e x t  p a g e … .  
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Continued from previous page…  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, 

catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PREPARATION: Gather #588 I Have Loved You 
I have loved you with an everlasting love, I have called you and you are mine; 
I have loved you with an everlasting love, I have called you and you are mine. 
 

1. Seek the face of the Lord and long for Him:  He will bring you His light and His peace. 
2. Seek the face of the Lord and long for Him:  He will bring you His joy and His hope. 
3. Seek the face of the Lord and long for Him:  He will bring you His care and His love. 
 
Text: Jeremiah 31:3, Psalm 24:3; Michael Joncas, b. 1951  Tune: Michael Joncas, b. 1951 © 1979, OCP 

 
HOLY, HOLY: Mass of Redemption 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
ACCLAMATION: Mass of Redemption 
We proclaim your death O Lord,  and profess your resurrection, Until you come again. 

 
AMEN: Mass of Redemption 
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen 

 
LAMB: Mass of Redemption 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. Lamb of God you take 
away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. Lamb of God you take away the sins of the 
world, grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION: Gather #920 Pan de Vida 
Pan de Vida, cuerpo del Se–or,  
cup of blessing, blood of Christ the Lord. 
At this table the last shall be first,  
poder es servir, porque Dios es amor. 
 
1. We are the dwelling of God, fragile and wounded and weak. 
 We are the body of Christ, called to be the compassion of God. 
 

3. There is no Jew or Greek, there is no slave or free; 
 there is no woman or man; only heirs of the promise of God. 
 

Text: John 13:1-15, Galatians 3:28-29; Bob Hurd, b.1950, and Pia Moriarty, b.1948  
© 1988, Bob Hurd and Pia Moriarty. Published by OCP Publications. 

 
MEDITATION: (Musician choice) - not printed in bulletin  11:15 - Gather #925 All Who Hunger 
Continued on the next page... 
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CLOSING HYMN: Gather #607 Sing a New Song                      Text: Psalm 98; Dan Schutte, b.1947, © 1972, OCP. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountains high.  Sing a new song unto the Lord, 
singing alleluia. 
 

1. Shout with gladness! Dance for joy! O come before the Lord. 
 And play for God on glad tambourines, and let your trumpet sound. 
 

2. Rise, O children, from your sleep; your Savior now has come. 
 He has turned your sorrow to joy, and filled your soul with song. 
 

3. Glad my soul for I have seen the glory of the Lord. 
 The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised. I know my Savior lives. 
 
 

C 1 9 8 9 , G I A  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  I n c .   R e p r i n te d  w i t h  pe r m i s s i on  un d e r  O n e  L i c e n s e  #A - 7 0 2 7 1 2       

Sunday June 21st, 2020 
 

Greetings in the name of the Lord: 
 

Please find below our revised principal posting. Feel free to share across social media. 
 

S t .  A n t o n i n u s  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l  P o s i t i o n  
St. Antoninus currently has an open position of Principal for the upcoming 2020-2021 school 
year. St. Antoninus School has been articulating the school’s Catholic mission to the Green 
Township community and the Westside of Cincinnati for over 70 years. 
In this role, the ideal candidate would promote and develop an active community of faith 
within the school while also establishing and maintaining an environment which is conducive 
to positive staff morale and the achievement of the Catholic mission. You must be able to work 
with the faculty to develop and coordinate an educational program that provides for the 
various needs, abilities, talents, and interests of the students such as our STEM program and 
the advanced math program. The ideal candidate will also clearly define expectations for staff 
performance regarding instructional strategies, professional growth, classroom management, 
and communication with the public. 
A qualified candidate must: 

· Be a practicing Catholic 

· Master’s degree in Educational Administration or equivalent 

· Ohio Principal’s License 

· At least 5 years teaching experience 

· Ideally 3 years of principal experience 

· Training in the Body of Theology is a plus 

To apply for this position, please send cover letter, resume and references to Father Ronald C. 
Haft (haft@saintantoninus.org). 
Yours in Christ: 

Fr. Haft 
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C o v i d  1 9  E r a  S t .  A n t o n i n u s  M e e t i n g  R o o m  P o l i c y  

In the Covid 19 era we have made changes to our scheduling and place of meetings. 

The following rooms are not available for meetings:  

the Father Mick Room, the St. Joseph Room, and the rectory conference room.  

The school conference room is only available for school related business. (Contact Erica) 

The following rooms are available: (Contact Beth) 

The Youth Room with a maximum of 18 people (no food or drink) 

The Holy Family Room with a maximum of 18 people (no food or drink) 

The undercroft is not going to be available right now due to the sewer project and Covid 19.  

Outdoor options: 

The portico (School main entry) is available to be scheduled as a meeting space. Bring your own lawn chair. 

(Contact Beth) 

The school amphitheater is also available to be scheduled as a meeting space. Bring your own lawn chair. 

(Contact Beth)  

With regards to indoor meetings please wipe down surfaces with available cleaning agents. 

D i v i n e  M e r c y  V i r t u a l  P r a y e r  M e e t i n g  v i a  Z o o m          E v e r y  F r i d a y  3 : 1 5 - 4  P M  
We will pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy while meditating on the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
needs of our parish and of prayer participants. Children are welcome and encouraged to attend with their 
parents. And if you've never prayed the Chaplet of Divine Mercy before, don't let that keep you away. All of 
the prayers that we use for the meeting are displayed on the screen. 
    Join in Zoom Meeting  at  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71125374261 
          Meeting ID: 711 2537 4261        Password: 7A1AvC 
If you've never participated in a Zoom meeting before, there is an app/software that must be downloaded 
and installed onto the camera-supported device that you intend to use for the meeting. It may be a home 
computer with a webcam or a laptop, smartphone or tablet with a built in camera. Just click on the meeting 
link above and follow the directions for installing the correct application or software. Make sure that you 
complete this step at least ten minutes before the meeting.  If you have any questions, please contact Jenny 
at jsrode@gmail.com. 

Pregnancy Center West  regrets that it will not 
be able to hold its Annual Banquet this year.  A 
confluence of factors led to this hard decision. But 
our amazing life-affirming and life-saving work 
continues!  Indeed, we're seeing more women and 
saving more unborn babies than ever before!  Praise 
be to God!  If you'd like to support our ministry, 
please click on the "Donate" link on our web site 
(www.pc-west.org) or mail a check made out to 
PCW to 4900 Glenway Ave, Cincinnati, OH 
45238.  Blessings to you! 

Vinnie DiNicola representing 
Diocesan (our Bulletin Publisher) 
will be renewing present 
advertisers and seeking new 
ones. If interested, please call 
directly at 614-580-8454 or email 

at vdinicola@diocesan.com. Great news your  
Renewal price in the St. Antoninus church bulletin 
will remain UNCHANGED in 2020.  Thanks to our 
advertisers and Diocesan, the bulletin is published 
weekly at no cost to the parish. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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You may sign up at any time 
for OnLine Giving, even for a 
one time donation, to a 

particular fund.  To start, go to the official Saint 
Antoninus Parish website homepage at 
www.saintantoninus.org, click on the Our Sunday 
Visitor button, then click the green Create New 
Account button.    If you want this service but do not 
have a computer, or if you have any questions, 
please call Beth at the rectory office at 922-5400, x 2. 
NOTE:  If your credit card company is changing, or 
your card expires, please update your account with 
your new credit card number, so your gift giving is 
not interrupted. 
If you have a problem texting your donation, please 
call OSV at 1-800-348-2886, ext. 2, then ext. 1.  Or, 
call Beth at 922-5400, ext. 2.  

T E X T  T O  G I V E  
Your support each week helps sustain our parish  
year-round.  Parishioners and visitors can text a 
donation dollar amount  to 513-952-8338, and your 
transaction will be processed through the Online 
Giving account associated with the phone number 
above.  $ amount, single space, then fund name. See 
examples: 100 sunday   or   25.75 maintenance 
If you do not include a fund name, the default fund is 
Sunday contributions.   These fund names are not 
case sensitive.  

Fund Names     Text to Give Fund Names 
Sunday Contributions sunday 
Arleene Vallejos Tuition Assistance avtap 

 St. Antoninus Conference of 
 St. Vincent de Paul Society  stvdpconf 

Use this cube to get to the parish website at 
www.saintantoninus.org to make online 
donations to the parish and to see other 
information.  

Thank you for your donations of $34,099.00 which is 
73% of our goal of $46,834.   

P A R I S H  C O N T R I B U T I O N S     
W e e k  o f  J u n e  1 3  &  1 4  2 0 2 0  

Sunday Collections $12,246.00 
Pentecost $      305.00 
St. Antoninus, St. Vincent de Paul  $  5.00 
Capital Campaign $  350.00 
Maintenance  $  10.00 
School Parish Support  $  430.00 

Thank you for your continuing support of the parish 
and school. Please remember Saint Antoninus in your 
will. Gifts of stock can also be made to St. Antoninus 
Church.   If you currently work for, or are retired 
from, a company that has a Matching Gift program, 
you can make your contributions to Parish School 
Support, and have those contributions matched by 
your company. Please remind your company to 
include your name as the giver. If you have 
questions, please call Mrs. Shannon Benvenuti at 922
-5400 x 3.  

Thank you to everyone 
for your generosity 
toward the Raise the 
Roof & Cool the Croft 

Capital Campaign.  Our Capital Campaign has a 
balance of $144,104.58 through June 14, 2020! Our 
goal is $173,000.00. 

S T O C K  D O N A T I O N S  
Anytime is a good time to make a stock donation. 
Please provide your broker with the following 
information to donate stock to Saint Antoninus 
Parish. 
Company Name: Fifth Third Bank 
DTC Number:  2116 
Account Number: 0104471751AX 
Account Name: Saint Antoninus 
Please note that, it is imperative that your broker 
identify you as the donor by including your name in 
the delivery instructions.  Thank you for your 
generosity!  If you have questions, please contact 
Shannon Benvenuti at 922-5400 ext 3 or by email at 
benvenuti@saintantoninus.org.  
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M A S S E S  F O R  T H E  W E E K  O F  J U N E  2 2 - 2 8  

June 22  8am      Special Intentions of Julie & Dane Donovan and Family—Heil Family 

June 23  8am       Dan Schaefer—AMHEA Home School Association   

June 24  8am        Dr. Albert Niedhamer—Bd. Rem.– Ruth 

June 25   8am       Chris Murphy—AMHEA Home School Association 

June 26   8am        Intentions of the Celebrant 

June 27  4:30pm   Gilda Weyler—Bd. Rem.– Family 

June 28  9:00am   Roger Haberthier—Anniv. Rem.– Family 

              11:15am   August Litmer—Bd. Rem.– Bob & Ginny  

Attention girls entering  
3rd grade through high school in the fall of 2020 

Volleyball signups are now open on blue sombrero. 
Tryouts will occur in late July/August for 5th-8th 
grade. If you have any questions, please contact 
Stephanie Duebber  at  stephanie.duebber@gmail.com  

or Rebecca Douglas rdouglas1082@gmail.com. 
 

H O L Y  S P I R I T  P R A Y E R  G R O U P   
This week we will pray the Rosary of the Seven 
Sorrows of Mary by Our Lady of Kibeho and other 
prayers for the needs of our parish.  Please join us in 
praying for our parish this Tuesday evening at 7 PM 
in the Church.  All are welcome. 
 

ST. ANTONINUS ST.VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
In the Gospel today, we hear Jesus say: “Everyone 
who acknowledges me before others I will 
acknowledge before my heavenly Father.” This 
week, know that you will be bringing hope to the 
poor by your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul.  
 

ROSARY GARDEN 
For more information about memorial 
stones for purchase, please contact, 
Mr. Norb Guetle at 451-1227. 
 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W  .  .  .  that 75% of Catholic 

people in the US and Canada said that they were 

never encouraged to pursue a Religious Vocation!  

SERRA USA 

A Huge Thank You to the  
Church Pew, Kneeler, Door Volunteer Team 

Thank to the following people for donating all their 
time, talent, and treasure in repairing, recovering all 
the kneelers, repairing pews, cleaning, and painting 
doors, and scrubbing many surfaces in the church 
and greeting room. There has given God’s House a 
new, invigorating, and inspirational appearance. 
Lee and Sue Horn       Mary Joan and Jacques Scheid 
Jim and D J Dolle           Bob and Heather Flick 
Virginia Meyer               Mary Beth Nolan 
Joseph Nolan                         Janet and William Dwyer 
Don and Ritzie Junker      Tom and Mariellen Rechtin 
Brian Hellman                                 Father Haft 

And Thank You to Pollman’s Upholstery.  
To all those that volunteered, Thank You for giving 
“our” whole church (God’s home), a new 
invigorating and inspirational appearance. 
                                  Dr. Ferd Niehaus (Team Leader) 
 
 

ARE YOU CELEBRATING A SIGNIFICANT 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY IN 2020?  

Married couples celebrating a significant wedding 
anniversary (25,40,50,60,65,70 or 75) in 2020 are 
invited to request a congratulatory certificate from 
Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr.  Please go to the 
Office for Marriage & Family Life at 
www.catholiccincinnati.org, click Ministries & 
Offices, click Marriage & Family Life, or call 263-
6692 before June 19th, to request your certificate.   
If you prefer, you may call Beth in the rectory office 
at 922-5400 x 2 and she will request a certificate for 
you. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:stephanie.duebber@gmail.com
mailto:rdouglas1082@gmail.com


S t .  A n t o n i n u s  P r a y e r  C h a i n  

Because of the Covid 19 outbreak we ask if you would request your prayers at: 

1)   Prayer Requests or Intentions may be emailed to staprayerchain@gmail.com.  

2)  Use the Prayer website at https://www.saintantoninus.org/prayer-chain 

3)  By calling 922-5400 ext. 8 and leave a message. 

4) Requests for Intentions can be  mailed to, St. Antoninus Prayer Chain, 1500 Linneman Rd., Cincinnati, OH 

45238. 

A flyer with these instructions are on the greeting room shelf.  Please take one home with you.  

To see the complete list of Prayer Requests or Intentions go to www.saintantoninus.org/prayer-chain.  Or you 

may pick up a list from the holder on the wall above the greeting room counter.  

  

S t .  A n t o n i n u s  N e t w o r k  o f  C a r e  

  As we go through life’s stages, sometimes we are in a position to help others, while at other times 

we are in need of help.  A network of volunteers is prepared to serve the St. Antoninus Parish Family 

by providing a meal after hospitalization, surgery or medical treatments;  transportation to medical 

treatments or to Mass;  prayer for the intentions on the St. Antoninus Prayer Chain;  and A Listening Ear to 

parishioners facing difficulties.  For more info, please leave a message on the Network of Care Phone Line at 

922-5400 ext. 8, and someone will return your call.   

  

F L O W E R S  F O R  T H E  A L T A R  

  If you wish to dedicate the placing of flowers for one week at the altar in memory of a loved 

one, or to honor a person or special occasion, please send $50 (check made out to Saint 

Antoninus Church, with Altar Flowers in the memo line) to the rectory office with your name, 

phone number and the week you would like to reserve. More than one family may reserve 

the same week.  There will be no flower arrangements during the Advent, Christmas, Lent 

and Easter seasons.  If you have questions, call  Beth Bollin, at 922-5400, x 2.  Thank you for 

your support.  

 

I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y  

A special section on the back of the bulletin is available to list the name of your deceased loved one.   The cost 

is $60.00  each name, and their name will remain in the bulletin for one year.   This will help defray the cost of 

printing our bulletin for the entire year. If interested, please fill out the slip and include it with your check  

made  payable to Saint Antoninus Parish, in an envelope marked “In Loving Memory”, drop it in  the rectory 

mailbox OR mail it to the parish office: Attn: Beth at St. Antoninus Church, 1500 Linneman  Rd.,  45238. 
 

“ I n  L o v i n g  M e m o r y ”      ( P l e a s e  p r i n t  c l e a r l y )    
     

Loved One’s Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
Your Name _____________________________________________ Phone #________________________ 
 
Your Billing Address:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
City                                                                                                                       State                                                                                                                         Zip  
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S t .  A n t o n i n u s  C h u r c h  
1 5 0 0  L i n n e m a n  R d   C i n c i n n a t i   O H   4 5 2 3 8                           J u n e  2 1 ,  2 0 2 0  

B R E A K I N G  O P E N  T H E  W O R D  w i t h  D r .  K a t h y  O ’ C o n n o r   
    1 2 T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E  

 R e a d i n g  I :   J e r e m i a h  2 0 : 1 0 - 1 3 :   Jeremiah is the second of the Major Prophets.   The prophet is the 

authoritative interpreter of human events, the person commissioned by God to reveal the religious message 

that they contain.  Jeremiah lived in Judah during the time that the Neo-Babylonian Empire began to constitute 

a threat to the Israelites (from 605 BC on) until eventually Jerusalem fell to the forces of Nebuchadnezzar (587 

BC) and the deportation to Babylon took place.  The teachings contained in the book of Jeremiah stem 

primarily from the life and personality of the prophet himself: what he did and how he lived up to his calling in 

times of religious crisis.   Our passage for Mass this weekend is taken from the part of the book known as the 

“confessions” because these passages express Jeremiah’s deepest feelings.  In 

them he goes so far as to complain to the Lord as a son would to his father, about 

the meagre results of his ministry.  He does not mince words when he describes 

his inner feelings, his difficulties, and sometimes his downheartedness.  However, 

Jeremiah’s affection for God is most clearly seen in his “confessions” and at all 

times his faithfulness to God shines through.  Jeremiah has made enemies on 

every side.  When he proclaims the word of God no one listens.  As he states in verse 10 of our passage, 

reproach and derision are the responses he gets from the people.  He would like to walk away, yet he cannot, 

for God is like a burning fire in his heart.  In spite of everything, Jeremiah is sure that God will never forsake 

him.  From what he says in verses 12-13, we can see that there is an inner tension between his experience of all 

kinds of sufferings and the conviction that God will never leave him.  Prophets are, after all, human. 

R e s p o n s o r i a l  P s a l m :   P s a l m  6 9 :  8 - 1 0 ,  1 4 ,  1 7 ,  3 3 - 3 5  ( 1 4 c ) :   The responsorial psalm for Mass 

this weekend is a plea to God for deliverance by a pious person in distress, who in his perception, has no one to 

help him.  This is the prayer of one who suffers unjustly despite having served God faithfully.  In fact, the 

injustice seems to have been suffered precisely as a result of standing up zealously for the holiness of God and 

His temple.  Yet, it is remarkable that a psalm that contains clear feelings of hopelessness also contains equally 

emphatic expressions of hope and praise.  There is a powerful message for us in this.  I recently was reading 

some early commentary on the Psalms and discovered a commentary by St. Ambrose, a bishop of Milan in the 

4th century.  St. Ambrose, one of the first doctors of the Church, wrote that the psalms are medication for the 

soul.  That does seem to apply to our psalm today: the psalmist expresses deep hopelessness yet at the same 

time he expresses strong expressions of hope and praise because of his deep faith in God.  Medicine for the 

soul! 

R e a d i n g  I I :   R o m a n s  5 : 1 2 - 1 5 :   We might elaborate on this passage as follows: just as sin entered the 

world through the action of a single individual man, so righteousness is attained for us by one man: Jesus 

Christ.  Adam committed a sin by breaking God’s commandment and as a result he immediately lost the 

holiness and righteousness with which he had been created.  Because of this disloyalty, he incurred God’s 

wrath and indignation and, as a consequence death—as God had warned him.  By becoming mortal and falling 

under the power of Satan, Adam was changed for the worse in both body and soul.  From then on Adam and 

his descendants pass on a human nature deprived of supernatural gifts and men are in a state of enmity with 

God, which means that they cannot attain eternal beatitude.  The fact of original sin is a truth of faith.  Death is 

a consequence of original sin because that sin brought with it the loss of the “preternatural” gift of immortality.  

We don’t die because of our individual sins but because of original sin.  Continued on the next page... 
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Continued from the previous page… 

But, bodily death, from which man would have been immune had he not sinned will be overcome when that 

wholeness which he lost through his own fault will be given once again to him by the almighty and merciful 

Savior.   

G o s p e l :   M a t t h e w  1 0 : 2 6 - 3 3 :  The Gospel reading for Mass this weekend finds Jesus giving His disciples 

instructions before sending them on their first mission.  He has already told them that He is sending them out 

as sheep among wolves and that they will endure much persecution.  He tells them not to be afraid of calumny 

(slander or misrepresentation).  Jesus also tells them to speak out clearly.  He warns them that they will face 

persecution and hardship just has He Himself faced.  Their mission will demand courage, perseverance, and 

fidelity in the face of suffering, humiliation, and opposition.  Three times in this 

passage Jesus commands His disciples to fear not.  He tells them to not fear 

those who can only kill the body.  They cannot kill their souls.  The martyrs 

throughout the ages have obeyed this precept of the Lord in the fullest way, well 

aware that eternal life is worth much more than earthly life.  Verses 32-33 have 

an important message for all of us.  Jesus tells the disciples and us that public 

confession of our faith in Him, no matter what the consequences, is an 

indispensable condition for eternal salvation.  After the judgment, Jesus will welcome those who have given 

testimony of their faith and condemn those whom fear caused to be ashamed of Him.  The Church honors as 

confessors those saints who have not undergone physical martyrdom but whose lives bore witness to the 

Catholic faith.  Most Christians are called to be confessors of the faith. 

R e f l e c t i o n :   As we see in all of our readings for Mass this weekend, following Christ is demanding.  Yet, 

Jesus never asks us to give more than He has already given.  He was rejected, reviled, and persecuted. In the 

first reading we got an idea of how weary Jeremiah became of the persecution he experienced, yet he trusted 

God.  Christ the Lord demands a lot from His followers but only because He gives us even more.  Christ sees 

His disciples’ trepidation and Matthew tells us how He tried to comfort and encourage the Twelve.  This group 

of disciples are future martyrs and pillars of the Church.  Just as He comforted the Twelve, Jesus wants to 

comfort us.  He wants us to know, and trust, that we do not spend our lives only for the few years of our 

earthly existence but especially for the fullness of the life to come.  Jesus wants us to trust in Him without 

reservation because we are under the loving and powerful care of the Father.   Every hardship that we 

encounter is an opportunity to trust in Jesus and to grow in that trust.  In our modern life, there are many 

things that can lead to worry and fear.  What is required in persevering in spite of the worry and fear is to 

always maintain perspective.  That perspective includes remembering that our ultimate destiny is eternal life 

with the Blessed Trinity.  Perhaps we can reflect this week  on the following: 1) how well does God know me; 

how well do I know God; 2) How have I acknowledged Jesus by my words and by my actions; 3) Have I ever 

denied or hidden my allegiance to Jesus out of fear or self-concern?   Lord: you want me to trust you.  You 

allow hardships because you want to give me chances to exercise that trust.  You know that nothing but 

intimate communion with you will fill the desires of my heart.  Thank you for your love Lord, and for the 

troubles you send me….. 

S A I N T  A N T O N I N U S  W I D O W S  G R O U P   

We have been working hard to start our widows luncheons or dinners.  Unfortunately, all the restaurants, by 

law, are faced with many restrictions and limitations.  Keep checking the parish bulletin for updates. We are 

open to all suggestions.  Call Pat Hensler at 467-1024 or Carol Niederhausen at 451-4491. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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