
JULY 31,  2022  
Rev. Matthew J. Robben, Pastor..……………………….922-5400 x 1 
Rev. James S. Romanello………………………………..922-5400 x 6 
Deacon Robert  J. Schroeder……………………...….....922-5400 x 2 
Mr. Jeff Rinear, Business Manager………………..…….922-5400 x 3 
Mrs. Beth Bollin, Administrative Assistant……………....922-5400 x 2 
Mrs. Becky Hileman, Bookkeeper………………………..922-5400 x 4 
Ms. Marianne Rosemond, School Principal ………..…..922-2500 x 2030 
Mrs. Erica Steinbeck, School Office Manager…….........922-2500 x 2000 
Mrs. Erica Steinbeck, After School Care Coordinator....922-2500 x 2000 
 
 

P A R I S H  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S   
Adult Social Group     Marilyn Wempe………………...922-3570 
Athletic Club  Jon Schroeder. President …….....athletic@saintantoninus.org 
Boy Scouts     Andrew Bollin, Scout Master.…...abollin@gmail.com         
Building and Grounds  Jim Landers.……………building@saintantoninus.org 
Cub Scout    Bob Flick …...………………………..cubpack614@gmail.com  
Education Commission…………………………...education@saintantoninus.org 
Finance Commission…Norb Guetle………….....finance@saintantoninus.org 
Girl Scouts  Melissa Tepe..284-5283………….....saintantoninusGS@gmail.com.  
Greeters      Marianne Roedersheimer……………...….922-1525 
Marketing/Communications Comm……………..marketing@saintantoninus.org 
Ministry & Outreach    Melissa Striet …………....ministry@saintantoninus.org 
St. Antoninus Moms Group     Emily Hinkle………….426-4872 
happy_em84@yahoo.com 
Network of Care Phone Line..………………...……….922-5400 x 8 
Prayer Chain…………………………………… prayerchain@saintantoninus.org  
Parent Teacher Organization………….………….... pto@saintantoninus.org 
                                         Co-Presidents Alyssa Enderle Allen and Jessica Kappa 

Pro-Life/Pro-Family Commission   Dave Willig….….451-6192 
                                                           Joan Loebker…..922-0348  
Sacristan/Marthas   Pam & Mark Braunstein….……..922-5400 x 2 
2nd Signs Study Group Marilyn Wempe……….……..922-3570  
St. Vincent de Paul Help Line……….………………....332-4600 
Traveling Chalice      Debbie Rolfes……………….......922-2414 
Worship Committee  Doug Jaeger………………….worship@saintantoninus.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
TUESDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 8:00AM 
SATURDAY 3:00PM 
SUNDAY 9:30AM 
Christmas Eve & Day, New Years Eve and Day, 
Easter,  
Holydays and civil holidays will be special schedules.  
 
CONFESSIONS 
Thursday 6:30PM until 8PM.   
Saturday 9:00AM-9:30AM  
Anytime upon request, please call 922-5400 x 1.  
 
BAPTISMS 
Call the rectory at 922-5400 ext. 2 for an appointment. 
 
MARRIAGES 
The bride or groom must contact the pastor before a 
date is set.  
 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Please call the rectory at 922-5400 x 1. 
 
FUNERAL MASSES/BEREAVEMENT 
Please call the rectory office at 922-5400 x1 or 2, M-F, 
8AM to 3PM.  
 
NEW PARISHIONERS Please register by calling 922-
5400 x 2 or go to www.saintantoninus.org, Contact 
Us, fill in the form and click on submit.  A parish staff 
member will return your call.  

 
For the interactive bulletin see  
https://discovermass.com/church/st-antoninus-
cincinnati-oh/ 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church    
www.lourdes.org          513-922-0715 

 
Saint Aloysius Gonzaga Catholic Church   
www.stalsbridgetown.org   513-574-4840 

Saint Catharine of Siena Catholic Church 
www.stcathos.org    513-661-0651  

 
Saint Martin of Tours Catholic Church 

www.saintmartin.org   513-661-2000 

 
OUR PARISH FAMILIES  
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mailto:cubpack614@gmail.com
mailto:saintantoninusGS@gmail.com
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

      It is now one month since I arrived from Reading to begin my assignment as the 

pastor of the best five parishes on the west side… and I am still unpacking and trying 

to get settled. Needless to say, I couldn’t have scripted a more inauspicious beginning. 

A/C failure in Saint Antoninus church (which I am praying will be fixed soon) is not 

exactly what a new pastor wants to hear, but I guess that was better than the bout 

with the dreaded Covid virus after the first six days. These issues, however, couldn’t damper the welcoming 

spirit I have encountered as I have made my first appearance at each Sunday liturgy. Unfortunately, it takes 

four weeks to make the rounds to all the Masses. Thankfully, I will have celebrated at all the parishes by the 

end of next weekend.  

Just as I have launched into a new assignment as your pastor, the Archdiocese of Cincinnati launched 

into Beacons of Light. After many questions, circulating emails, and Facebook posts, it is clear to me that 

there is a broad lack of knowledge and understanding of this initiative. Beacons of Light is a culmination of 

nearly thirty-eight years of pastoral planning in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati that has moved us through 

three stages of planning to a place where we are now prepared to implement a major reorganization of the 

archdiocese. The purpose of this journey is to move with strength and purpose from a place of 

maintenance to mission; from just trying to merely hold onto our Catholic life and culture into a dynamic 

evangelizing missionary life that invites others into the life and love of Jesus Christ. 

On June 19, 2022 we celebrated the 201st anniversary of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, a long and 

storied history of dynamic Catholic presence in our nineteen counties of south and western Ohio. In that 

journey of years, the archdiocese has experienced the establishment of 306 parishes within its present 

territory. Circumstances over the years have caused the closure and merging of many, bringing us to our 

present 208 parishes. In 2005, those 208 parishes had been grouped into 109 regions which were pastored 

by 109 pastors. Between 2014 and 2019, through a survey of priests and actuarial work, it was recognized 

that this mode of operation was not sustainable. The conclusion was reached that, at best, we would have 

60-70 able men to serve as pastors by 2026.  

Over the past twelve years under Archbishop Schnurr, we have been blessed to ordain 50+ men to 

the priesthood and the number of seminarians portend well for our future. However, there are substantial 

numbers of priests (approximately 28%) who have and will reach retirement age by 2026. Over recent years 

the archdiocese has learned that younger priests need more time (a minimum of six years but more for 

most) before becoming pastors so as to protect their physical and spiritual health. While our total number 

of active priests will continue to trend downwards over the next few years, our future looks very bright as 

we have a top-notch seminary turning out good young priests. We must continue to pray for vocations for 

our archdiocese and to the Church. As a result, we will be praying the vocation prayer at the conclusion of 

the Prayers of the Faithful at every Mass to encourage more young men to answer the call to service as 

priests in the Church of Cincinnati.          Continued on the next page... 
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Continued from the previous page...  

     Beacons of Light is an effort in bringing missionary zeal and new life to our archdiocese. The 

Beacons of Light initiative has taken us from 109 pastored regions comprised of 208 parishes to 57 

pastored Families of Parishes still containing the 208 parishes for the foreseeable future. This scenario 

allows us to assign additional priests along with the pastors to each Family.  

Which allows for shared and hopefully dynamic ministry to the members of our various Families of 

Parishes. Over the ensuing five years the 208 parishes will close and merge with one another in their 

Families becoming 57 canonical parishes. This will result with most of the new parishes having multiple 

church locations and many having multiple schools within their canonical boundaries. The family, 

however, has the responsibility to determine the best use of the Family’s resources for the proclamation 

of the Gospel. The bottom line, so as to ease everyone’s angst, is that if your current parish is healthy, 

Masses are well attended and there is a lively presence of people and ministry, then it is likely there will 

be no closure of the church. However, as the number of priests declines, capacity could determine 

Sunday locations for Mass. If the opposite exists and the parish is fundamentally not healthy, it is time to 

become the evangelizers they are called to be and bring new life to their parishes – if not - there should 

be consideration as to the viability of the parish and likewise the schools that presently exist. 

Loss is never an easy emotion to deal with, but it is a reality in these situations, and we have to be 

honest with ourselves. Faithful people have moved, as their economic condition in life have improved, 

they go off to college, graduate and move from home, they retire, etc. In the early years of this changing 

scenario the moves were from more centralized-close to the urban core neighborhoods to the suburbs 

and then in recent years to far off places in warmer areas of the country as businesses moved, jobs went 

elsewhere, and people retired, leaving us with too many church buildings, too few people and fewer 

priests. We have an important journey in rebuilding our Church in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and you 

are invited to join in and be involved. Firstly, prayer is the most important element of this endeavor and 

without it we will not succeed. Secondly, you must get involved in your parish. Not to protect the status- 

quo but to build up life in your parish, to evangelize, to work towards improving your liturgy if that is 

needed and to be welcoming and hospitable to all who come your way. Thirdly, support your priests and 

those in your parish who are leading these efforts. The fourth element, more prayer! 

Through the month of August, I will begin meeting with Parish and Finance Councils. Several 

parishes need new councils formed and if asked, I hope you will consider joining the Council during this 

crucial time. Plans are also in the works to set up information nights to learn about Beacons of Light and 

the six key principles of Eucharist, Church, Leadership, Stewardship, Evangelization, and Love In Action. 

Watch the bulletin for articles and details.  

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, 

Fr Matt Robben 

Pastor 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Sign Up at https://adorationpro.or /saintantoninus

Tuesdays from 9AM to 10PM
Wednesdays from 9AM to 10PM
Thursdays from 9AM to 7PM. A Holy 
Hour from 7PM to 8PM with Benediction 
in the main church will conclude the 
Thursday Adoration.

Friday from 9AM to 10PM
____________________________________________

MONDAY FATIMA PRAYER 
GROUP 

at 7:00 PM in the chapel 

MOMS ROSARY  

First Fridays at 2PM in church.
All children are welcome as well!

________________________________________

LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR August 6 & 7, 2022
3:00PM Mark Braunstein
9:30AM Susan Burger, Mariellen Rechtin

SERVER SCHEDULE FOR  August 6 & 7, 2022
3:00PM  James & Eddie Willig, Parker Downey
9:30AM Adam Re, Anthony & Vince Louis

EUCHARTISIC MINISTERS  August 6 & 7, 2022 
3:00PM Pam & Mark Braunstein, Donna Vitt
9:30AM Jacques Scheid, Shannon & Anthony 
Louis, Amy & Kate Oliver 

MASSES FOR AUGUST 1-7,2022

Tuesday, August 2
8:00AM Tom Joyce—Kevin & Lois Sullivan

Friday, August 5
8:00AM Special Intentions of Tom Joyce Family-
Kevin & Lois Sullivan

Saturday, August 6
8:00AM Aurelia Fitzpatrick—Walt & Pat 

Anneken
3:00PM  Carl Vitt– Bd. Rem.– Donna Vitt

Sunday, August 7
9:30AM Jim Rinear—Family

MASS TIMES FOR PARISH FAMILIES

Monday 8:00AM St. Martin of Tours
8:30AM Our Lady of Lourdes

Tuesday 8:00AM St. Aloysius Gonzaga
8:00AM St. Antoninus

Wednesday 8:00AM St. Catharine
8:00AM St. Martin of Tours
8:30AM Our Lady of Lourdes

Thursday 8:00AM St. Aloysius Gonzaga
8:00AM St. Martin of Tours

Friday 8:00AM St. Antoninus
8:00AM St. Catharine

Saturday 8:00AM St. Antoninus
Vigil Masses
3:00PM St. Antoninus
3:30PM St. Aloysius Gonzaga
4:00PM Our Lady of Lourdes
4:30PM St. Catharine

Sunday 8:30AM St. Martin of Tours
9:00AM Our Lady of Lourdes
9:30AM St. Antoninus
10:00AM  St. Aloysius Gonzaga
10:30AM  St. Martin of Tours
11:00AM  St. Catharine

Scan this qr code to see the webpage of 
our parish families and the new Mass 
and Confession Schedule. 
https://saintantoninus.o parish-

families

ST.  ANTONINUS PARISH 

RECONCILIATION TIMES 

FOR PARISH FAMILIES

Monday 9-9:30AM Our Lady of Lourdes
Wednesday 8:30-9AM St. Martin of Tours
Thursday 8:30-9AM 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga
Thursday 6:30-8:00PM  

St. Antoninus
Saturday 8:30-9:30AM 

St. Antoninus
2-2:30PM Our Lady of Lourdes
2:30-3PM St. Aloysius Gonzaga
3:30-4:00PM St. Catharine

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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HOW DOES ONLINE GIVING BENEFIT ME AND MY CHURCH? 

Donor and Church Benefits 
Convenient anytime, anywhere access through the internet. 
Secure and Confidential. Adheres to banking security standards. 
Flexible. Start, stop and change your contributions at any time. 
Simple. No need to contact your bank or the church office. 
Contribute using direct withdrawal (ACH) or credit cards.  
Current. A tool for people who prefer to use electronic services.  
Efficient.  Participation saves time and expense in bookkeeping.  
Stabilize Contributions.  Regularly scheduled gifts occur automatically.  Allows church to effectively 
manage monthly expenses.  
 

To enroll, go to our website www.saintantoninus.org and click on “Online Giving” found at the bottom of 
the main page.  Any questions?  Call Jeff Rinear, Business Manager, at 513.922.5400 x 3.   

 

Parishioners and visitors can text a donation dollar amount  to 513-952-8338.   See examples: 100 sunday   
or   25.75 maintenance.    If you do not include a fund name, the default fund is Sunday contributions.   
These fund names are not case sensitive.  
 

Sunday contributions       sunday 
Maintenance        maintenance 
School Parish Support     schoolparish 

 

COLLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING JULY 23 & 24, 2022 

Sunday Collections      $13,618.00 
Capital Campaign– Cool the School $        30.00 
Maintenance Fund      $        22.00 
School Support from Parish   $      236.00 
Pentecost         $        35.00  
Assumption of Mary      $      45.00       
St. A. St. Vincent de Paul Society  $          5.00 
Peter’s Pence/Holy Father Fund  $        10.00 
     

Thank you for your continuing support of the 
parish and school.  

 
P L E A S E  R E M E M B E R   

S A I N T  A N T O N I N U S  P A R I S H  
I N  Y O U R  W I L L .   

Arleene Vallejos Tuition Assistance      avtap 
School Endowment Fund                endowment 
      St. Antoninus Conference of 
      St. Vincent de Paul Society               stvdpconf 

STOCK DONATIONS  

Gifts of stock can also be made to St. Antoninus 
Church. If you currently work for, or are retired 
from, a company that has a Matching Gift 
program, you can make your contributions to 
Parish School Support, and have those 
contributions matched by your company. Please 
note that it is imperative that your broker identify 
you as the donor by including your name in the 
delivery instructions.  Thank you for your 
generosity!  If you have questions, please contact 
the Business Manager, Jeff Rinear at 922-5400 ext. 
3 or by email at Rinear@saintantoninus.org. 
Company Name:  Fifth Third Bank 
DTC Number: 2116 
Account Number: 0104471751AX 
Account Name:  Saint Antoninus  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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MOTHERS OF THE CHURCH  

Every Monday| Virtual 8-9PM| Google Meet.    
https://thebackpack.life/pages/mothers-of-the-
church.  Questions or to register email 
maryannbaverman@gmail.com.  

__________________________________ 
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

https://www.saintantoninus.org/st-vdp 
6PM |Father Mick conference room|  

1st & 3rd Thursdays 
In the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable about the 
rich man who selfishly stored all his grain and 
goods only to die and not enjoy his abundance 
anyway. What we struggle all our lives to learn is 
that life does not consist of possessions nor our 
perceived security, but of being possessed by 
God. This week, as you give your gift to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul you are realizing 
that in giving you indeed receive.  Thank you for 
your generosity! 

__________________________________ 
 

ADULT SOCIAL GROUP  

Monday, August 8| Noon  | Undercroft 
All adults 55 years of age and older are welcome 
to attend.  Our guest speaker will be Judge John 
Williams of  Hamilton County Juvenile Court. 
$12 per person is due to the rectory by 
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 3.  Questions call Carole 
Jones at 513-922-2177 

__________________________________ 
 

*HNOJ LAUDATO SI' CIRCLE 

Zoom meeting | Wed. August 10th |7-8pm. 
"Just as the different aspects of the planet 
– physical, chemical and biological – are 
interrelated, so too living species are part 

of a network which we will never fully explore and 
understand." (LS 138) 
Come as we explore the hidden life of trees, as 
lungs of our planet and their 'wood wide web'. 
And taking an integral approach, we will explore 
how we can produce fruit, like some trees do, to 
care for our planet. Contact Monica for meeting link 

at email: laudatosicircle@gmail.com . 

ST. ANTONINUS LAY APOSTLES OF THE 
RETURNING KING PRAYER GROUP  

https://saintantoninus.org/lay-apostles-of-the-
returning-king-prayer-group 

https://directionforourtimes.com/wp-content/uploads/
July-1-2005-Monthly-Message-.pdf  

After 8am Mass in Church on the last Saturday or 
virtually using FaceTime every Friday morning at 10 
am a message from directionforourtimes.com and 
pray Luminous Mysteries of the rosary.  Questions 
or to be included  in the virtual group text Mary 
Ann at 503-9537.  Heaven Speaks booklets are also 
in back of church and in chapel.  

__________________________________ 
 

ST. ANTONINUS MEN’S  

HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

2nd Saturday of the month| undercroft | 6:30am  
Coffee & Donuts, 7am - 7:55am Meeting.  

__________________________________ 
 

2ND SIGN STUDY MEETING 

Refer questions to DJ Dolle  jim2dj@gmail.com  
or to 513.451.0595 (leave message). 

__________________________________ 
 

WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP CAR WASH  

Esterkamp’s | 10AM-2PM| August 13 
Please stop by and have your car washed for a 
donation.  Thank you for your support.  

__________________________________ 
 

SAINT ANTONINUS WIDOWS GROUP  

Aston Oaks| Thursday, August 18 |5:00PM 
Call Barb Kock to RSVP at 513-922-9700  

__________________________________ 
 

Download Our New Parish App! 
Text APP to 55321 to 
get the link to 
download the app. 

You can add on the other 
parishes in our family – Our Lady of Lourdes, St. 
Aloysius Gonzaga, St. Catherine and St. Martin. 
Also enjoy  features like prayers, daily readings, 
helpful reminders to silence your phone before 
Mass or Confession, and much more. Download 
our app today at myparishapp.com or search your 
phone's app store for myparish.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ST. ANTONINUS & OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES PARISHES COMBINING 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
FOR 2022—2023 

 Due to declining enrollment in the parish 
Religious Education Programs of both St. 
Antoninus & Our Lady of Lourdes, the two 
parishes will form a combined Religious Education 
Program (PREP) for 2022—2023.  Religion classes 
for children who attend public schools will take 
place on Sunday mornings starting on September 
18th in St. Bernadette Hall located behind Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church.  Please remember that if 
you would like your child to receive First 
Communion in second grade, he/she must 
participate in classes during first grade.  For more 
information and to register, please contact 
Kristina Krimm, OLL Director of Religious 
Education, at 513-347-2646 or 
kkrimm@lourdes.org.  You may also obtain a 
registration form at lourdes.org/Faith-Formation/
Religious-Education.   

____________________________________ 
 

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING 
VOLUNTEERS FOR PAINTING IN THE 
SCHOOL THIS SUMMER: 

Your dedication to our parish and school helps 
make St Antoninus a great campus to worship, 
create community and teach our 
children.  Volunteers like you demonstrate how 
we can serve each other for a greater cause. A big 
thank you from St A parents, parishioners and 
staff to you and your helpers! 
Rosie Krauser in the Computer Lab, Jeff Donnellon 
in the Conference Room, James Burdette the 
Junior High Restrooms, Vince Olding for 
coordinating this painting activity and Dave 
Severding, Maintenance Manager.   

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
has launched 855-O-H-CHILD (855-642-4453), an 
automated telephone directory that will link 
callers directly to a child welfare or law 
enforcement office in their county.  Ohioans who 
suspect child abuse or neglect now only need to 
remember one phone number! 
If you suspect a child is being abused or neglected, 
please report it! Please contact the above number 
and provide as much information as possible such 
as: 
• The name and address of the child you suspect 
is being abused or neglected; 
• The age of the child; 

• The name and address of the parents or 
caretakers; 

• The name of the person you suspect is abusing 
or neglecting the child and the address if available; 
• The reason you suspect the child is being 
abuse and neglected; 
• Any other information which may be helpful to 
the investigation; and 
You have the option of giving your name or 
reporting anonymously. Giving your name can 
help the investigator clarify information. The 
agency will not give your name to the person 
suspected of abusing the child. 
 
Please Note: All of the above information is not 
needed to make a report. Children Services screens 
all reports to determine if there is enough 
information to investigate.   
 
After you have contacted the civil authorities, 
please contact the appropriate Archdiocesan 
personnel. 
Chancellor 
Fr. Steve Angi 
100 East 8th Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202 
(513) 263-3342 
 
Coordinator Ministry to Survivors of Abuse 
Teresa Maley 
100 East 8th Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202 
(513) 263-6623 OR (800) 686-2724 Ext. 6623 

ROSARY GARDEN  
For more information about memorial 
stones for purchase, please contact, Mr. 
Norb Guetle at 451-1227. 
 

Shop for wedding and shower gifts, birth-
days, etc. at http://smile.amazon.com, 
and Amazon donates to St. Antoninus 
Church.   
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ST. ANTONINUS NETWORK OF CARE  

Are volunteers who help ease the 
burden of parish families going 
through difficult  times.   Volunteers 
provide a meal after medical 

treatments, transportation to Mass or medical 
treatments, and A Listening Ear to parishioners 
facing difficulties. For info, see our brochure in the 
Greeting Room or leave a message on the 
Network of Care phone line at 922-5400, ext. 8, 
and someone will return your call. 

______________________________________ 
 

WELCOME TO SAFEPARISH, THE NEW 
CHILD PROTECTION PLATFORM FOR  

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CINCINNATI  

https:www.saintantoninus.org/virtus 
You will find a copy of the SafeParish registration 
instructions by going to  https://catholicaoc.org/
offices/safe-environment. Click on “Top 
Resources” then click on the link for “SafeParish”. 
All new volunteers and employees should follow 
the SafeParish registration instructions for 
creating a SafeParish account. During 
the registration process, new 
volunteers and employees will be 
invited to complete their background 
check and child protection training online. For any 
questions please go to the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati Safe Environment webpage.  
________________________________________ 

 
SAINT  ANTONINUS PARISH  

PRAYER CHAIN 

Request your prayers at : 
1)  Email to  prayerchain@saintantoninus.org.  
2)  Use the Prayer website at https://
www.saintantoninus.org/prayer-chain 
Or scan the qr code to take you to the 
website.  
3)  Leave a message at 513-922-5400 
ext. 8. 
4) Requests for Intentions can be  mailed to, St. 
Antoninus Prayer Chain, 1500 Linneman Rd., 
Cincinnati, OH 45238.    To see the complete list of 
Prayer Requests go to the above link.  Or you may 
pick up a list on the greeting room counter.  

PANTHERS JUNIOR HIGH  

RUNNING CLUB  

For 7th and 8th grade boys.  No experience is 
necessary.  Conditioning is free at 5:30PM on 
Tuesdays at Fernbank Park.  Practices on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday starting on 
August 2.  Meets begin in mid-August through 
mid-October.  Questions and to sign-up call Rob 
Carvitti at panthersrunningclub@gmail.com.  
________________________________________ 

 
NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING    

Women today need community during and after 
pregnancy. CCL's Postpartum class, 
Fertility Science Institute coaching and 
Postpartum Place can provide couples with 
support and abundant resources from the 
comfort of your home.  For info, go to 
www.ccli.org or call 513-471-2000. 

 FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR  

  If you wish to dedicate the placing 
of flowers for one week at the altar 
in memory of a loved one, or to 
honor a person or special occasion, 
please send $50 (check made out 
to Saint Antoninus Church, with 
Altar Flowers in the memo line) to 
the rectory office with your name, 
phone number and the week you 

would like to reserve. More than one family may 
reserve the same week.  There will be no flower 
arrangements during the Advent, Christmas, Lent 
and Easter seasons.  If you have questions, call  
Beth Bollin, at 922-5400, x 2.  Thank you for your 
support.   
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD with Dr. Kathy O ’Connor PH.D 

JULY 31 ,  2022       18
TH

 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Reading I:  Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21 -23:  Ecclesiastes is the Greek translation of the Hebrew name for 
this book Qoheleth which means a collector of wisdom.  In this passage, the author is pressing upon us the 
fact that nothing in life endures.  At the end of life we can’t take our wealth, fame, nor favorite possessions 
with us.  Jesus will make the same point in today’s Gospel.  While this might be unpleasant to think about, 
it reminds us that earthly life, as good as it can be, is, in reality, a stepping stone into eternity and to new 
abundant life!  Today’s passage from Ecclesiastes reminds us to set our priorities properly. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 90: 3 -4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17 (95:8):    Today’s responsorial Psalm comes 
from Psalm 90 which is a prayer of Moses.  This prayer artfully contrasts the immortal majesty of God with 
all that is changeable in human life and in nature.  Even so, the very changeability of human existence 
becomes a reason for hope as the psalm asks God for the renewal of human life, for growth in wisdom, and 
for prosperity.   The psalm invites us to recognize our own limitations as opportunities to rely on God who 
has the strength, wisdom, or energy that we may, at times, lack. 
 
Reading II: Colossians 3: 1 -5, 9-11:  Like the passage from Ecclesiastes, St. Paul reminds us that 
worldly things don’t sustain us and will not endure.  However, St. Paul also offers us a clear alternative to 
the temporary things of this world.   He teaches that in baptism we are raised to a new kind of life, a 
supernatural (or spiritual) life, whereby we share, even while on earth, in the glorious life of the risen Jesus.  
At present this life is spiritual and hidden but when our Lord comes again in glory, it will become visible and 
glorious.  St. Paul encourages us to seek “things that are above”, that is, the things of God and to do 
everything with a spiritual purpose in mind.  Work, family relationships, social involvements—every aspect 
of human affairs—should be approached in a spirit of faith and done out of love.  
 
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21:   Echoes of the passage from Ecclesiastes are heard in this passage from St. 
Luke’s Gospel.  The man who is talking with Jesus (actually, the man interrupted the Lord as He was 
instructing the apostles and his request of the Lord had nothing to do with what Jesus was talking about) 
has a life characterized by making material possessions his only goal in life and his form of security in life.  
He is taking a risky road in life because the need and quest for material possessions, power, or status may 
become an obsession.  In such cases, Pope Paul VI wrote: “Then we see hearts harden and minds close, and 
men no longer gather together in friendship, but out of self- interest, which soon leads to strife and 
disunity.”  In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us that over focus on material pleasures and comforts can make us 
forget the goods of the spirit.  It is the goods of the spirit that really ensures us, through God’s mercy, of 
eternal life. 
 
Reflection:   The readings for Mass this weekend remind us to focus on what is really important and to 
plan for the future because our eternal lives depend upon it.  In the 1960’s it became popular to “live for 
the moment” and remains so today.  Alluding to this philosophy was the slogan “life is not a dress 
rehearsal”.  However, as we see from the three readings for today, that is exactly what earthly life is!  Our 
eternal lives depend upon how we live our earthly lives.  Always living a spiritual life is not easy in today’s 
world.  There are many appealing distractions as well as intense social pressure.  Psalm 90 reminds us to 
remember, in times when we are tired or weak, that God is never tired and never lacking in strength.  In 
those times we can ask the Lord to give us wisdom of heart and to renew our strength.    
In a commentary on this passage, Fr. Donal Neary wrote: “St. Ignatius mentioned three obstacles to our 
faith – wealth, honor, pride. He saw from his own experience that people wanted wealth so that they 
would be highly thought of:  Continued on the next page…. 
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the right school, the right address, the right bank; pride in what we have.  But we know things can 
change very quickly. Stocks go down; we may die or become ill.  The battle faced not only by the man in 
the parable, but by us as well, is being rich in the sight of the world versus being rich in the sight of God.  
The opposite of the obstacles includes simplicity, integrity, humility. Humility is pride in who we are – 
children of God, brothers and sisters to each other, and accepting ourselves just as we are. We need 
nothing outside of ourselves to make us feel good about ourselves. This too is simplicity. What we have 
is gift, given to us for the good of the world, the community, the neighborhood not just for the good of 
the self.” The path to eternal life in the Lord seems distant and difficult.  Jesus never did say it would be 
easy; He only said it would be worth it!  Perhaps this week we might reflect on the following: 1) in what 
ways do I yearn for more, 2) how have I learned that possessing more does not make me anything more 
than I am; 3) how do I use the income and possessions that are at my disposal; what would I do if I 
received an unexpected windfall, 4) what lessons does Jesus’ parable have for me).  Lord, what should I 
think about money?  In this world I can’t do much without it.  But whether I have it or not, it’s constantly 
trying to take hold of me.  Teach me to be responsible and smart.  Save me from slavery to wealth and the 
things it can buy.  Help me understand that attachment to wealth will distract me from what is really 
important.  Help me to understand as St. Augustine did that my heart will always be restless here on my 
earthly journey and will only rest completely with you…… 

GATE OF HEAVEN CEMETERY, ARCHDIOCESE OF CINCINNATI  

PRE-PLANNING SEMINARS 

11000 MONTGOMERY ROAD,  CINCINNATI, OH 45249 

Administration Building Chapel 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16Th, 2022 | AT 2:00PM AND 6:00PM 

PLEASE RSVP by AUGUST 12th with how many family and friends will attend, what parish you are from, and 
the time you will attend: 2PM or 6PM. Call: 513-489-0300 or email: community@gateofheaven.org 

 

ST. SERRA VOCATION CLUB OF CINCINNATI  

invites men and women to a retreat August 6, 2022 at The Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains; 325 W 
8th St; 8:30-2pm, starting with a continental breakfast. Keynote Speaker, Janette Howe, is founder of 7 
Sisters Apostolate (seven women in a parish pray one hour a week for their pastor’s intentions and men 
unite with fasting).  Included are Holy Mass, confession, and two conferences on Mary’s words, “Do 
whatever He tells you.” Parents of priests will be specially honored! No cost; donation.  RSVP your 
attendance and Lunch entrée choice (sandwich or salad) by 8/1 to Julie VanHoose at 740-352-1984. (Park in 
Cathedral parking lot or covered garage; enter Cathedral on left side, elevator down to undercroft)  

OUR MISSION Serrans are Catholic lay men and women who vigorously respond to the call to promote and 
support vocations to the ministerial priesthood and consecrated life in the Catholic Church. At this time in 
the history of the church it is pertinent that we pray for our beloved priests! www.cincyserravocations.org  

____________________________________ 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO MARIA STEIN SHRINE 
OF THE HOLY RELICS ON  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12  

Please contact John McCabe (513-543-1170).  $40 
includes round-trip bus transportation, a self-
directed tour of the shrine, dinner plus outdoor 
Mass and Rosary Procession. Seating is limited. 

________________________________________ 
Pregnancy Center West welcomes Leah Darrow, 
author of The Other Side of Beauty and host of the 
top-rated Catholic podcast, Do Something 
Beautiful, as keynote speaker for our 2022 Annual 
Banquet on Thursday, August 11th. To register, 
please visit pc-west.org. For info, call 513-244-5700 
or email richard@pc-west.org. 
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