
Description of the Interior of Saint Adalbert / OLBS Church 

Throughout the church are many words written in Slovak, which is the language of the first settlers in 

this region of Cleveland.  Notations and translations of these words will be noted as applicable 

throughout this written tour of Saint Adalbert / OLBS Church. 

Standing in front of the lower altar and then turning left, which will be the north wall; the main windows 

are arranged in sequential order which represents The Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary.  The first main 

window represents a young Mary with her parents, Joachim and Anne.  The Joyful Mysteries are: The 

Annunciation and The Visitation.  Turning towards the south wall going right to left are The Nativity, The 

Presentation, and Finding Jesus in the Temple.  The windows were manufactured at “Munich Windows” 

in Chicago, as indicated in the lower left-hand corner of each major window pane. 

When facing the North alcove wall, the window of the Evangelist Matthew is on the left side.  Directly 

below is the window with his symbol (human angel).  The window of Evangelist Mark is on the right side 

and directly below is the window with Mark’s symbol (lion with wings).  In the center, flanked by the 

windows of Matthew and Mark is the high window of the Assumption.  On the left side is the statue of 

Saint Anthony of Padua.  On the right side is the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

When facing the south alcove wall, the window of Evangelist Luke is on the left side. Directly below is 

the window with his symbol (ox with wings).  The window of Evangelist John is on the right side and 

directly below is the window with John’s symbol (eagle).  In the center, flanked by the windows of Luke 

and John is the high window of the Ascension.  The statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is on the left side.  

The center statue is Mary holding Baby Jesus.  This statue was in the first Black Catholic Church of 

Cleveland – Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, which was located on East 79th Street between Central 

and Quincy Avenues.  The statue of Saint Therese of Lisieux (The Little Flower of Jesus and 33rd Doctor of 

the Church) is on the right side.   

Turning west towards the choir loft on the left side of the organ is the window of Saint Cecilia.  Looking 

on the right side of the organ is the window of the Prophet Jerimiah. 

Turning east towards the high altar and above the altar on the left side are the windows of Saint Basil 

(Greek Church Doctor) and Saint Gregory the Great (Latin Church Doctor) with their names written in 

Slovak directly below their image. Looking on the right side of the high altar are the windows of Saint 

Augustine and Saint Ambrose (Latin Church Doctors) with their names written in Slovak directly below 

their image.  The statue on the left side of the Tabernacle is Saint Martin de Porres.  In the center above 

the Tabernacle is a hand-carved African Statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Above Our Blessed Mother is 

Jesus on the Cross (The Crucifixion).  Directly above The Crucifixion, at the crown of the high altar is the 

statue of Moses with the Ten Commandments.  On the right side of the Tabernacle is the statue of Saint 

Gaspar del Buffalo (founder of the Precious Blood Order).  The lower section of the high altar has a bas-

relief of the Last Supper. 

When facing the high altar, on the right is the Right Side Altar with the statue of Saint Joseph.  On the 

left is the Left Side Altar with the statue of Mary holding Baby Jesus. 

The first Station of the Cross begins in front of the Left Side Altar.  The fourteen bas-relief stations are 

positioned on the perimeter of the north and south walls.  The fourteenth Station ends in front of the 

Right Side Altar. 



Facing the north side entrance to the Sanctuary, above and to the right is the window representing the 

Blessed Sacrament.  Facing the south side entrance to the Sanctuary, above and to the left is the 

window representing the Precious Blood of the Lamb.  The words below the image written in Slovak 

read as “Na pamalku Aug Prochazky” and translate to “In memory of August Prochazky”. 

Several other windows have Czech writing in them as well including those listed below with their 

translations: 

“Darovali Frant. A Marie Posekany” – “Donated by Frant and Marie Posekany” 

“Darovali Josef a Katerina Rezac” – “Donated by Joseph and Katrina Rezac” 

“Daroval sp. Sv. Jana Nap.” – “Donated by Sp. Sv. Jana Nap.”; Jana is a woman’s name in Slovak but the 

translation is a bit lost due to the abbreviations. 

“Darovali Antonin a Anna Svoroda” – “Donated by Anthony and Anna Svoroda” 

“Darovat sp. Kaderu sv. Jiri” – “Donated by sp. Kaderu sv. Jiri”; Jiri is a man’s name and “kaderu” means 

noble in Slovak but the translation is a bit lost due to the abbreviations. 

In the center of the Sanctuary looking up at the crown (ceiling), turning to the south side are the 

paintings of Evangelists Luke (left) and Matthew (right).  On the opposite (north) side are the paintings 

of the Evangelists John (right) and Mark (left).  Each Evangelist’s name is written in Slovak below their 

image as how that name translates in that language. 

The twelve apostle’s symbols are represented on the base of the crown.  Facing west towards the main 

church doors and looking up, the symbols are (going clockwise): 

Twelve o’clock position – two crossed keys (Saint Peter) 

One o’clock position – an open Bible and a flaying knife (Saint Bartholomew aka Saint Nathaniel) 

Two o’clock position – battle ax (Saint Matthew) 

Three o’clock position – three scallop shells (Saint James the Greater) 

Four o’clock position – saw, battle ax, and an oar (Saint Simon the Zealot) 

Five o’clock position – sailing ship (Saint Jude aka Saint Thaddeus)  

Six o’clock position – eagle (Saint John) 

Seven o’clock position – scimitar sword and a Bible (Saint Matthias) 

Eight o’clock position – two fishes (Saint Andrew) 

Nine o’clock position – an open Bible with a sword (Saint Paul) 

Ten o’clock position – windmill (Saint James the Less) 

Eleven o’clock position – basket and a cross (Saint Phillip) 

There is no depiction of Saint Thomas the Twin among the crown, although his commonly seen symbols 

are a spear with a builder’s square. 

The painting of the “Divine Mercy” was donated in 2019 by Finance Director, James Kulway, and hangs 

next to the statue of Saint Joseph on the right side of the altar.  This image miraculously changed one 

day in 2019 just prior to a student Mass.  According to several eye-witnesses, this Holy image of Our 

Lord without any explanation suddenly became the some skin tone as the other statues and students in 

the Mass.  Christ’s portrait was originally painted to match a duplicate portrait hanging in the Upper 

Campus of the school as a Caucasian person as seen by Saint Faustina.  However, just prior to Mass two 

staff members approached then-Principal Mr. James D. Smith that Jesus appeared to be an African-

American man.  After Mass Mr. Smith, Father Gary Chmura, Mr. Kulway, and several teachers 



approached the image to verify that no painting or defacement had occurred.  IT HAD NOT!  The image 

appears to have changed miraculously to match the congregation of students sitting in the church.  It 

has remained that way ever since!  Since then, the image of Christ has appeared multiple times to 

appear with illuminated hands, face, chest, and feet but from only ONE ANGLE… when standing in front 

of the crucifix.  There is certainly something special and beautiful about this image of Our Lord. 

In the sacristy is the statue of Saint Martin de Porres and on its left, his relic.  Both are from Our Lady of 

the Blessed Sacrament Church.  On Saint Martin de Porres right is the Saint Adalbert relic containing a 

sliver of Saint Adalbert’s bone.  This is a 14th Century Reliquary.  Above the door leading to the sacristy is 

a sanctuary bell from the 15th century donated to Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church by a Non-

Catholic family. 

All outer doors leading into the church were replaced in 2004.  Four of the six doors contain the Precious 

Blood logo, which is the cross and Eucharistic cup.  Above the front doors is the statue of Saint Adalbert 

of Prague greeting you as you enter Saint Adalbert Church.  Saint Adalbert’s symbols are arrows and a 

spear, both instruments of his martyrdom.  

With the present seating configuration and with social distancing, the church can seat 340 people. 


