
Scope and Sequence

ELA - 8th Grade STREAM

Unit : Poetry and Great Poets

"The Tell-Tale 

Heart" online:

"The Raven" 

online:

"Annabel Lee" 

online:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

5x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

5x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

5x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Read "The Raven" by Edgar Allen 

Poe; discuss symbolizm (visit by 

devil), the setting, characters, and 

the mood - 20 min; 

* Read "The Tell Tale Heart" by 

Edgar Allen Poe and discuss; 

review meaning of some words; 

where have you heard the last few 

lines of this poem before (at 

Mass)?; why does the writer refer 

to himself as "mad" through the 

story? What is it about the oldman 

that drives the writer insane? - 20 

min

* Watch "Edgar Allan Poe: The Tell-

Tale Heart" on YouTube (24:53 

min) and discuss how the video 

portrayal of the reading displays 

what Poe had written; do you 

think the killer in this story was 

evil, insane, or just making bad 

choices? Why do you think that? - 

30 min

Watch "Edgar Allan Poe-The 

Raven- Read by James Earl Jones" 

(8:19 min) and discuss; students in 

pairs, create a T-Chart comparing 

"The Raven" (left side) and "The 

Tell-Tale Heart" (right side); what 

themes are found in both stories? 

Discuss as a class; what type of 

person do you think Poe was? - 30 

min

* Read "Annabel Lee" by Edgar 

Allen Poe and discuss; what is Poe 

stating in this short poem? How is 

Poe's statement something that 

will happen to all of us one day? 

How is love inter-twined in his 

poem? Watch "Edgar Allan Poe's 

“Annabel Lee" by Aaron Quinn" 

(4:55 min); discuss openly (20 min)

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What do you expect from this 

new school year?

What high school do you want 

to attend and why?

What will you need to do to 

attend your high school of 

choice?

How prepared do you think you 

are for high school?
No journal today

Watch "The Simpsons - Edgar 

Allan Poe: The Raven" on YouTube 

(4:40 min); students will write a 

comparitive summary of this 

version vs the version by James 

Earl Jones and the written text; 

students may replay on their 

Chromebooks as needed for 

assistance - 30 min

* Illustrate, color, and write a 

minimum one-paragraph 

caption for one of the three 

stories by Edgar Allen Poe that 

were read in class; best effort 

must be applied and 

illustrations should cover an 

entire page, not just a small 

segment of it; captions should 

include grammar and proper 

punctuation as applicable - 60 

min

* Who was Edgar Allen Poe?  Why is he considered one of the 

greatest poets of US History?  Show photos and give brief history; 

what other poets can you think of? What types of poetry do you 

know? What are haikus? - 15 min

https://www.eapoe.org/works/poems/ravenb.htm

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44885/annabel-lee

Week 1

https://www.poemuseum.org/the-tell-tale-heart



Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write 

each word 5x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Discuss Edgar Allen Poe with a family 

member; share the stories that you read 

this week; what were their thoughts? Why 

did they think this?

None

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

"The Road Not 

Taken" online:

"The Negro Speaks 

of Rivers" online:

"Harlem (Dream 

Deferred)" online:

"I, too, sing 

America" online:

"Life is Fine" online:

"I Have a Dream" 

online:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.
"No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47558/i-too

https://poets.org/poem/life-fine

https://www.archives.gov/files/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf

Spelling & Definition Test 

Today - 15 min

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44272/the-road-not-taken

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44428/the-negro-speaks-of-rivers

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46548/harlem

Week 2

abbreviate, absorbent, accept, access, accessible, accessory, acoustics, accumulate, acknowledgment, adjust, aerial, affects, alien, allotment, allotted, already, 

altercation, amass, amendment, amorous

twine, estate, umbrella, timidly, liquid, deadline, country, flexible, promote, massive, bronze, teaspoon, lantern, 



* Read "The Road Not Taken" by 

Robert Frost (10 min) and watch 

"The Road Not Taken, by Robert 

Frost (HD)" on YouTube (2:28 

min); discuss the video and poem, 

what is the intent of the author? 

How does this poem contain 

metaphors? What does the road 

symbolize? - 20 min

Introduce who Langston Hughes 

was; how was he important to 

African-American culture? How 

was he an influence in Cleveland? 

Read "The Negro Speaks of Rivers" 

by Langston Hughes; discuss the 

cultural significance of those rivers 

in the poem vs the Mississippi 

River in slavery - 20 min

* Read "I, too, sing America" by 

Langston Hughes written in 1945; 

discuss cultural significance & how 

the USA has changed since then - 

20 min

Discussion: As a class use a Venn 

Diagram to compare and contrast 

the writings and their styles of 

authors Edgar Allen Poe vs 

Langston Hughes; Teacher to 

model and lead the discussion; 

have three statements per each 

section - 15 min

* Write about a time in your life 

that if you (or your parent) had 

made a different choice, where 

would you be now? Must have a 

MINIMUM of three examples - 30 

min

* Read "Harlem (Dream 

Deferred)" by Langston Hughes; 

discuss how the items in the 

beginning of the poem are 

neglected and what happens to 

them; relate to the American 

dream & civil rights - 20 min

* Read "Life is Fine" by Langston 

Hughes; discuss the importance of 

persistance in great advirsity; 

students to write about a time 

how they didn't give up when it 

was hard - 25 min

* Students to write two 

paragraphs explaining which 

author they liked better (Poe or 

Hughes) and why; must give 

specific examples - 25 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What do you know about the 

person, Saint Adalbert?

What have you learned about 

the history of our school?

What was it like for people of 

this community in the 1960s 

and 1970s?

How has our community grown over the 

last twenty years? What do you know 

about that growth?
No journal today

Daily Homework:

Work on Spelling List - Finish 

what you haven't completed 

yet

How is the American Dream and 

Civil Rights tied together, in your 

opinion? How do you think 

Langston Hughes felt about it?

Which poem that we read by 

Langston Hughes "speaks to you" 

more? Why?

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today
None

Unit : "Around the World in Eighty Days" by Jules Verne with essay, map, artwork, and presentation

Online Version of 

the Novel:

Project:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

* Read "I Have a Dream" by 

Martin Luther King, Jr. aloud as 

a class and discuss the key 

points (15 min); students to 

write whether in their opinion 

Dr. King's dream came true or 

not; minimum one-page in-

class essay (30 min)

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Tour_of_the_World_in_Eighty_Days/vccvAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover

Students will write an essay in Google Docs researching one of the cities that Fogg travels to in the novel.  They will then also present the information from 

that essay in a Google Sheets presentation that they will provide to the class.  Lastly, students will use a world map to correctly local and plot all 22 regions 

that Fogg visited while drawing a line to each location along the route.

Week 3

Week 2



* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

6x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

6x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

6x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Students will create a KWL of 

"Around the World in 80 Days" - 

20 min.

Teacher to discuss the setting, 

theme, characters, protagonist, 

antogonist, and mood; Teacher to 

use a "plot setting" graphic 

organizer to assist -  20 min.

* Students will share their KWL 

with other students and discuss 

openly - 10 min.

* Begin reading "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What was your favorite toy 

growing up and why?

What was your favorite 

cartoon growing up and why?

If you could travel to anywhere in the 

world, where would you go?  Why 

would you go there?

What is your favorite sport to 

play and why?
No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write 

each word 6x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Go online and look up "Around 

the World in 80 Days", read 

next chapter

Work on illustration of "Around 

the World in 80 Days"; do not 

finish

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

* (Part II of III) Illustrate, color, 

and write a caption for your 

picture of a scene from "Around 

the World in 80 Days" - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 30 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 40 min.

* Introduce the world of the 19th and early-20th Centuries via 

images on Google; show styles of dress, maps of what countries 

used to comprise, and what buildings looked like, and how it 

has changed since - 20 min.

knitting, merely, furnish, passage, nonsense, lodging, portions, gallant, veins, voyage, hooves, funnel, gravely

Week 4

Spelling & Definition Test 

Today - 15 min

* Students will research one of the 22 locations that Fogg visited in the book and write an essay about that location and present 

it to the class via a Google Sheets Presentation.  They must indicate if the city is still called the same name today, is safe to travel 

to today, provide its location on a map, identify its country, identify three main areas to visit in that city, identify that country's 

religion, provide the population of the city, and other attributes - 20 min.

ancestor, anecdote, angular, anonymous, antidote, antique, antiseptic, contiguous, corporal, council, counsel, country, creator, critique, customary, customer, 

daybreak, deceive, defendant, deficient, deficit, depreciation, desirable, desolate, detain

Week 3

* (Part I of III) Illustrate, color, 

and write a caption for your 

picture of a scene from 

"Around the World in 80 Days" - 

40 min.



Daily Journal 

Topic:

Wich animal would you rather 

be and why: a lion or an 

elephant?

Which pet is better, dogs or 

cats? Why do you feel this 

way?

Which area of the Zoo do you 

like to visit the most? Why?

What is more scary: spiders or 

snakes?  Why?
No journal today

Daily Homework:

Work on Spelling List - Finish 

what you haven't completed 

yet

Complete next two pages in 

"Vocabulary Workshop"

Complete next two pages in 

"Vocabulary Workshop"

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today
None

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

7x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

7x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

7x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Discuss metaphors, 

foreshadowing, and similies 

found in "Around the World in 

80 Days" - 20 min.

* (Part III of III) Illustrate, color, 

and write a caption for your 

picture of a scene from 

"Around the World in 80 Days" - 

20 min.

* Discuss the geography and 

dangers within the world that 

Fogg would face if he did this 

trip today (Yeman, Gulf of 

Aden, Egypt) - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* Finish reading "Around the 

World in 80 Days" by Jules 

Verne - 20 min.

* All students will take a STAR 

test for AR on "Around the 

World in 80 Days" - 15 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What does "Umoja" mean to 

you?  How can you promote 

this?

Which city in the book would 

you like to visit the most?  

Why?

What do you think was the 

biggest problem that Fogg 

faced in this novel?

Did you like the story "Around 

the World in 80 Days"? Why or 

why not?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write 

each word 7x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Work on PPT project by logging 

into school account from home

Work on essay, map, or Power 

Point Presentation

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

devour, diagnosis, diffidence, diminish, disappeared, disapproval, disbursement, discernible, discrepancy, gnawing, gorgeous, grotesque, gymnasium, 

handicapped, handling, handsome, haphazard, harness, hazardous, headquarters, homogenize, horrific, humidor, idiosyncrasy, impatience

hiccups, specific, indicate, clause, failure, biology, quality, saucepan, invisible, classical, blurred,  clients, tightrope, innocent

Week 5

* Assist students in locating 

areas on the map but do not 

give away answers; 

connections to Geography 

should be made - 15 min

* Time to research their city for their essay or work on their 

Power Point Presentation will be provided.  Students should 

also work on their maps and may begin writing their essays. - 30 

min each day

* Time to research their city for 

their essay or work on their 

Google Sheets Presentation 

will be provided.  Students 

should also work on their maps 

- 60 min



Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.
"No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What did you do this weekend?  

What was your favorite part of 

this weekend?

How can social media be a bad 

thing for young people to be 

involved in?

What is your favorite app on 

your iPhone?  Why?

What do you typically do when 

you have a "snow day" or long-

weekend from school?

No journal today

Daily Homework:

Work on Spelling List - Finish 

what you haven't completed 

yet

Work on Google Sheets project 

from home by logging into school 

account.

Google Sheets project due 

tomorrow!  Finish it if it's not 

already complete!

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today
None

Unit: Halloween - "Frankenstein" by Mary Shelly with project

Online Version:

Project Part II:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Teacher to provide to students information about the Scripts National Spelling Bee at this time in preparation for the Regional Competition and our own school 

Spelling Bee.  Go to the following website for information "http://spellingbee.com/"; students must have the list of words and be studying by Thanksgiving! It is 

recommended that Teachers (and students) download the "Word Club" app to practice the words... there are 450 for the competition! Teachers should sign up for 

the "Teacher Portal" and parents and students should explore the site as well.

Project Part I:

Students will compare the duality of "good vs evil" in today's world against those found in the novel in three ways each (total of six ways).  Students will find 

three things in today's world that are "good" and three that are "bad"; they will then compare these three "good things" and three "bad things" from our 

world to three "good things" and three "bad things" from the novel.  Three page minimum; 12-font, Times New Roman, double-spaced with proper grammar 

and punctuation.

Students will create a Prezi using the free version online to outline their essay with details and thoughts; Prezi will NOT be a duplicate of their essay but will 

instead take the main points and use them as talking guides for an oral presentation about their thougths; 12 bubbles minimum and two photos minimum in 

their presentaiton.

Week 6

Spelling & Definition Test 

Today - 10 min

* In-class time to work on the Google Sheets Presentation of your city.  Incorporate your map 

into the PPT - 45 min each day.

* Presenations of the cities to take place on both days.  

Students must present via Google Sheets to the class.

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/42324/42324-h/42324-h.htm



* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

8x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

8x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

8x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

As a class students will create a 

KWL of "Frankenstein", specifically 

only the 5K and 4W; discuss 

openly - 15 min.

Students in pairs, use a "Concept Map" to 

identify the characters in the novel, their 

relationships to one another, and how each 

character has already or might as the plot 

develops, influence one another’s actions; 

share with the class - 20 min

Students to use their 

Chromebooks to research 

information on the North Pole as 

it would have been available 

during the novel’s setting. 

Students should use their research 

information to identify the 

dangers of traveling in that area; 

share results and discuss as a 

class; why would anyone want to 

explore this region? What benefits 

could there be? - 20 min

Discussion: Why is Walton going to the 

North Pole? Why would Shelley choose 

such a remote area for the setting of her 

novel? How does this remote setting 

reflect the themes introduced in this first 

part of the novel? What does Victor’s 

sudden appearance on an ice flow suggest 

about his situation and the story he plans 

to tell? How does Shelley telling the reader 

about Walton’s hearing wild stories about 

the North Pole foreshadow the type of 

story Frankenstein will tell? - 20 min

Discussion: Why did Alphonse wait so 

long to get married? How did he meet 

his future wife? What does this 

situation say about Alphonse? How 

does marriage affect Alphonse? How 

does marriage affect Caroline? Why 

does Caroline take Elizabeth into the 

household? How does this young girl 

impact young Victor as he ages? 

Teacher to review the setting, 

characters, possible themes, and plot 

line so far - 20 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

define foreshadowing and to 

present to the class examples of 

foreshadowing they have noticed 

in the book thus far and where 

they think this foreshadowing is 

pointing the reader; each group to 

answer the question: "How does 

knowledge lead to action?"; how 

is this portrayed so far in the 

novel? - 25 min

Discussion: How does Caroline 

Frankenstein die? Why does she speak 

to Elizabeth and Victor on her 

deathbed? What does she make them 

promise? How could these promises 

impact Elizabeth and Victor as the plot 

continues to develop? What 

arguments could be made for and 

against Victor and Elizabeth marrying 

at a later age? - 20 min

* Begin reading "Frankenstein" 

by Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What is "Kujichagulia" and 

what does it mean to you?

Formulate an argument for or against 

Robert Walton completing his planned trip 

to the North Pole, citing reasons why this 

trip might be too dangerous or too exciting 

to miss

Pick a character from the novel; 

discuss their traits, motivations, 

and other factors that impact their 

actions

What is philosophy? Why does 

Victor begin reading philosophy? 

What about philosophy does 

Victor like?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write 

each word 8x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Analyze Caroline Frankenstein’s character. 

Discuss her motivations and how her 

actions impact the growth and personality 

of her young son.

Analyze Elizabeth’s character. Discuss 

how taking Elizabeth into the 

household impacts the growth of 

young Victor.

Week 7



Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Spelling & Definition Test 

Today - 10 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

* Discuss the ethics behind the 

story and if it could happen 

nowadays - 10 min

Discussion: Why would Victor 

want to build and give life to a 

creature? Why does Victor use his 

chosen materials for this creature? 

Does Victor really expect to have 

success with this experiment? 

Why does Victor become so 

obsessed that he stops 

communicating with his family 

and friends? What does this 

suggest about Victor’s 

relationships with his family, 

about his purpose in this 

experiment? - 20 min

Students in pairs, answer the following 

questions and review as a class: Why is 

Victor suddenly afraid of his creation? 

What does Victor realize he never 

considered in all his months of work? Why 

does the creature watch Victor while he is 

sleeping? What does Victor think the 

creature is doing? Why does this frighten 

Victor? How does Victor respond? What 

does Victor think will happen to his 

creature now that it is alive? Do you 

believe that Victor expected to be 

successful in his experiments? - 20 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

create a brief presentation 

discussing Victor’s relationship 

with one character of the group’s 

choosing. For example, one group 

might present a discussion on 

Victor’s relationship to his 

creature, while another might 

discuss Victor’s relationship with 

his father and how his silence has 

caused great concern on his 

father’s part; groups to use quotes 

to support their conclusions - 25 

min

Discussion: How does the news of 

his brother’s death impact Victor? 

Why does Victor immediately 

assume that his creature caused 

his brother’s death? Why does 

Victor go to see the place where 

William’s body was discovered? 

What does Victor see there? What 

does he try to do about it? Why 

does he fail? Students to search 

for evidence in the text that 

supports the idea that the 

creature could have killed William - 

20 min

Divide the class into two groups with 

one student-leader serving to guide 

the instruction in each group; answer 

the following questions: What is the 

significance of the locket Elizabeth 

gave to William? Why did she give it to 

William? Why is it thought that the 

locket was motive for the crime? Why 

would Elizabeth feel guilty for 

William’s murder? Why does the 

apparent motive for the crime make 

Elizabeth think Justine is innocent? 

Review responses as a whole class - 30 

min

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Analyze Victor’s desire to find a way to 

reverse the processes of death. Use quotes 

from the novel to support your 

conclusions.

What has Victor been trying to achieve 

through his experiment? How does he 

respond when he finally achieves his goal?

What is the irony in Victor running 

away from his success in creating 

the monster?

How does Henry happen to be in 

Ingolstadt? What does Henry think of 

Victor’s appearance when they meet? Why 

does Henry know that Victor’s family is 

concerned for his welfare?

No journal today

Daily Homework:

Work on Spelling List - Finish 

what you haven't completed 

yet

Complete next two pages in 

"Vocabulary Workshop"

Complete next two pages in 

"Vocabulary Workshop"

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today

Discuss Victor’s relationship with the 

members of his family and how his absence 

has impacted these relationships.

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

dignified, priority, delicate, bargain, vocabulary, caterpillar, annual, beckon, creation, dumbwaiter, cupboard, initials, digestive

Week 8

impinge, incandescent, inconsolable, indelible, inept, influence, innocence, innumerable, insistent, insoluble, integrity, officious, opposite, optimism, oregano, 

overrate, pageant, parliament, passable, paucity, penalty, perseverance, personality, picnicking, plaintiff



* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

9x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

9x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 

9x each, use in a sentence) - 20 

min.

* Discuss metaphors found in 

"Frankenstein"; students practice 

writing metaphors - 20 min

Students in pairs, use a "Plot Line" graphic 

organizer to identify the key points in the 

novel including the deposition, rising 

action, and climax; what foreshadowing 

can be noted along the way? Note the 

main and supporting characters; share with 

the class - 20 min

Discussion: Why is Victor 

depressed? Why does he feel 

responsible for what happened to 

William and Justine? Could Victor 

have prevented either death? 

Why does Victor go on this trip? 

How does he come into contact 

with his creature during the trip? 

What is Victor’s first reaction to 

the creature? What does he do? 

What should he have done 

differently? - 20 min

Students in pairs, each group to 

formulate an argument for or 

against Victor’s responsibility for 

the creature. In what ways should 

Victor be responsible, as a parent, 

for his creation? Students should 

use quotes to support their 

arguments; use a Venn Diagram to 

compare and contrast the 

creature, Victor’s creation, to a 

child born naturally to a man, such 

as Victor; share with the class - 30 

min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

formulate an argument for or 

against the actions of the villagers 

in this part of the novel; students 

to offer their own opinions as well 

as quotes from the novel to 

support their arguments; is 

appearance a good excuse to be 

frightened of someone? How may 

the author be trying to express 

this concept in this novel? Share 

thoughts with the class - 25 min

Students in pairs, research 

religious persecution and offer a 

presentation that discusses 

possible reasons why the Turkish 

merchant was singled out in 

France during this time period; 

describe why the creature might 

assume from Felix’s actions in the 

past that Felix would be 

sympathetic to the creature’s 

situation; Why does the creature 

feel a connection to Felix and his 

family? Share with the class - 25 

min

Illustrate, color, and write a 

caption for your picture of a scene 

from "Frankenstein"; the entire 

page is to be used with full color 

and best effort; scene is to be 

meaningful to the content of the 

story and not a random part - 30 

min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

* Read aloud "Frankenstein" by 

Mary Shelly - 20 min.

Finish reading aloud 

"Frankenstein" by Mary Shelly - 

20 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Who is Justine? Why is she 

accused of murdering William? 

What does the family think about 

these accusations?

Define guilt. Make a list of all the 

reasons why Victor might feel 

guilty for the deaths of William 

and Justine at this point in the 

novel

Discuss the shepherd's and the 

cottagers' reaction to the 

creature; how does each respond 

to or interact with him?

Why did Felix help the Turkish 

merchant? Why did the merchant 

offer his daughter’s hand in marriage 

to Felix and then take the offer back?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write 

each word 9x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Why does Elizabeth fear Victor is 

no longer in love with her? How 

has Victor contributed to 

Elizabeth’s fears?

What advice does Victor give to Walton 

before he dies? How does Walton respond 

when the creature comes to grieve for 

Victor? How does the creature’s speech 

about Victor express the nature of their 

relationship?

Week 9



Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Spelling & Definition Test 

Today - 15 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.
"No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min.

* All students will take a STAR test 

for AR on "Frankenstein" - 15 min.

Discussion: How does Victor 

handle his wife’s death? How does 

Victor handle his father’s death? 

Why does Victor decide to chase 

after the creature in the wake of 

these deaths? Who is more guilty, 

Victor or the creature, for 

Elizabeth's death? - 20 min

In-class time to work on essay 

or Prezi - 30 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What aspects of his life does 

the creature blame on Victor? 

Why?

Why does Victor begin work on the second 

creature? How does Victor feel about this 

work? What fears begin to grow in Victor 

as he continues to work on the second 

creature?

Why is Victor accused of 

murder? What evidence is 

there against Victor?

Do you think the ending to 

"Frankenstein" is a fitting ending 

for the novel?  How may you 

rewrite it?

No journal today

Daily Homework:

Work on Spelling List - Finish 

what you haven't completed 

yet

Work on Essay or Prezi, both are 

due in a few days!

Work on Essay or Prezi, both are 

due in a few days!

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today; "Frankenstein" 

Prezi due tomorrow!

Finish your "Frankenstein" 

essay; due tomorrow!

Unit: "My Brother Sam is Dead" by James Lincoln Collier

Online Version:

Week 10

Students will present their 

Prezi to the class; minimum 3-5 

minute speech / discussion 

about your belief; review 

thoughts and your reasonings 

for your statements - 60 min

In class time to work on essay 

or Prezi - 50 min

In class time to work on essay 

or Prezi - 50 min

In class time to work on essay 

or Prezi - 50 min

https://www.academia.edu/40485444/My_Brother_Sam_Is_Dead

poignancy, poignant, potential, preceding, precipice, preoccupy, prospectus, quest, questionnaire, quixotic, radioactive, rapacious, rayon, architect, arrangement, 

asphalt, assignment, asterisk, attorneys, audible, aviator, bachelor, bankruptcy, barbaric, bask

lounge, marooned, vinegar, moisture, vertical, inlet, botany, linen, esteem, mildew, gourd, pitiful, concise, perimeter, thicket,



Project Theme:

Battles to Choose 

From:

Movie to Watch 

with this unit:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Review the week's content of the 

story and help draw connections 

for students as needed - 10 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 10x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 10x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 10x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Teacher to review the Characters, setting, 

theme, and plot of the story; students to 

make character bios (also called character 

sketches) about two characters and share - 

20 min

Students in pairs, use a "Plot Line" graphic 

organizer to outline the exposition, rising 

actions, and themes; what foreshadowing 

do you see? What are two predictions you 

think will happen? Why? Share with the 

class - 25 min

Students will watch the movie "The Patriot" (2 hours, 55 min) starring Mel Gibson along with this unit. This movie is rated "R" and requires a permission slip 

to watch. Upon beginning this unit, Teacher to provide students with a permission slip for parents to sign giving consent to the viewing of this movie. This 

movie depicts American Revolution war scenes, blood and violence, and emotional deaths.

Week 11

Students will research one battle in the American Revolution listed from the options below present using the online tool "Powtoon". Students will use the 

free version of Powtoon and all information for this presentation will be provided within it. Students will research the following about their one selected 

battle to present: what date was it fought on? Who were the generals of each army? What other countries (including Native Americans) were fighting at this 

battle? How many soldiers fought for each side? How many casualties were in this battle? Why was this battle important in the American Revolution? Who 

won the battle? Where was it fought? Provide a map of the region where the battle was fought. In your opinion, how may the American Revolution have 

been different if this battle was won by the other army? Students will present their Powtoon to the class in a 2-3 minute presentation.

Battle of Bunker Hill, Battle of Yorktown, Battles of Saratoga, Battle of Monmouth, Battle of Long Island, Battle of Trenton, Battle of Princeton, Battle of 

Harlem Heights, Battle of Beaufort, Battle of Newtown, Siege of Savannah, Siege of Charleston, Battle of Baton Rouge



Teacher to lead the class in a discussion 

about taking risks to help someone in 

need; Ask the class for examples of 

personal experiences they had or know 

about in which someone risked personal 

harm in order to help someone who 

needed assistance; What would make 

someone risk their own personal comfort 

to tend to the needs of people they doesn't 

even know? What qualities would such a 

person have to embody to do this? Is this 

form of risk-taking wise, especially if the 

person taking the risk has a family which 

may also be negatively impacted? Why or 

why not? - 20 min

Students in pairs, research if needed using 

your Chromebooks how a child is effected 

by a relationship with their father (called 

paternal relationship); What is special 

about this bond? How is this relationship 

different from the bond between fathers 

and daughters? What happens if the father-

son bond is broken in any way? What 

about situations where sons do not get to 

know their fathers? How is a boy's image 

and self esteem influenced by paternal 

behavior? What is the evolution of the 

relationship? Can death lessen the bond or 

make it stronger? Share your thoughts with 

the class - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

discuss Tim's internal struggle with 

Sam (taking the gun, parents not 

talking about him); Discuss the 

following: are all humans are 

capable of all emotions, behaviors, 

etc.? Or are there people who are 

"all good" or "all bad"? What 

examples can you think of for 

these categories? What are the 

variables that can affect a person's 

personality and behavior? Share 

with the class - 25 min

Divide the class into three groups: one that 

works individually, one that works in pairs, 

and one that works with the Teacher; 

answer the following questions: why was 

the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence such a big deal? Who were 

some of the signers? What roles did they 

play in early-US History? How may these 

people feel about our country today? What 

was the result of the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence? Why did the 

Patriots risk so much for what they 

believed in? Discuss as a class when 

complete - 25 min

Watch "Would You Have Joined 

the American Revolution?" on 

YouTube (11:24 min) and discuss 

your thoughts on each stance; 

Teacher to review the standpoint 

for African-Americans, Native 

Americans, women, Property-

owning White men, and those that 

do not; what group seemed most 

likely to join? Why is that? What 

would you have done? - 25 min

Begin reading "My Brother Sam is 

Dead" by James Lincoln Collier - 20 

min

Read "My Brother Sam is Dead" by 

James Lincoln Collier - 20 min

Read "My Brother Sam is Dead" by 

James Lincoln Collier - 20 min

Read "My Brother Sam is Dead" by 

James Lincoln Collier - 20 min

Read "My Brother Sam is Dead" by 

James Lincoln Collier - 20 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Write five things that you know 

about the American Revolution

Write about your relationship with 

your father; how has he been an 

influence on you?

What role does religion appear to 

have in "My Brother Sam is 

Dead"? What is the theme of the 

novel?

What is the difference between 

external and internal motivators? 

Which are more powerful? Why?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 10x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Who is one person in your life who 

has always been loyal to you? 

Why is that?

Why is it important to be tolerant of 

people who may look different or act 

differently than you do? What examples 

can you think of about intolerance that 

you've witnessed?

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Finish reading "My Brother Sam is 

Dead" by James Lincoln Collier - 20 

min

Week 11

battery, behavior, benefited, berserk, besieged, bicycle, blanch, brilliance, budget, bulletin, business, cachet, callus, cancellation, canvas, canvass, capricious, 

carburetor, intensify, interrogative, invariable, irksome, irresistible, irrevocable, issuing

microscope, cathedral, diligent, auction, sediment, bushel, clodhopper, unappealing, dandruff, pensive, cutlery, spatula, tuition,

Week 12



* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

Students in pairs, use a Venn Diagram to 

compare & contrast Tim at the beginning 

of the novel verses at the end; how is he 

different yet the same? Write three 

statements for each section (nine total 

statements); share with the class - 20 min

Discussion: Reflect upon when Tim 

and Father are ambushed by cow-

boys; discuss Father's courage in 

this situation; Ask the students to 

offer up examples of fears in their 

lives. Were they real or imagined? 

What were the circumstances? 

How did they move past them? 

What are their most trusted 

coping mechanisms? Are all 

people capable of courage? Why 

or why not? - 25 min

Students in pairs, answer the following 

questions and prepare to discuss: what is 

cruelty? What doyou think "man's 

inhumanity to man" means? Have you 

witnessed or were victims of cruelty? If 

appropriate, please share the experience. 

What were the circumstances? What was 

the outcome? How does being treated 

cruelly make you feel toward other people 

now? Do you want to retaliate by being 

cruel, or are you kinder to others out of 

empathy for what you have been through 

yourself? Explain - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, locate 

three occurances in the novel 

regarding disappointment; how 

does Tim respond to that 

disappointment? How have you 

managed to overcome a personal 

disappointment and move 

forward in your life? What are 

"fatal flaws" (use Google if 

needed)? Do they think that 

people are capable of having 

multiple fatal flaws? What is Tim's 

fatal flaw? How does it unravel in 

the story? Discuss as a class - 25 

min

Divide the class into three groups: one that 

works individually, one that works in pairs, 

and one that works with the Teacher; 

answer the following questions: what was 

the role of women in Colonial America? 

How did Mother and Tim respond to Sam 

and Father being gone? Why do you think 

women were not considered important 

enough for education at the time? How 

were women kept in subservient roles? 

Why are some jobs or roles in the home 

considered "women's work" or "men's 

work"? Share as a class - 25 min

Discussion: What is irony? How is 

Sam's death ironic? How does Sam 

sacrifice himself for his country? 

Many people after the war had to 

rebuild and start over; what are 

some times when you had to start 

over? This can be academic, 

physically, or at home? How did 

you feel at first? How did you 

respond and move on to getting to 

the task? How do you think 

Mother and Tim will respond to 

Father and Sam's deaths? - 25 min

Read "My Brother Sam is Dead" by 

James Lincoln Collier - 20 min

Read "My Brother Sam is Dead" by 

James Lincoln Collier - 20 min

Read "My Brother Sam is Dead" by 

James Lincoln Collier - 20 min

Read "My Brother Sam is Dead" by 

James Lincoln Collier - 20 min

Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Think of Tim's trip to the Hudson 

River and New York; what trips 

have you been on in your life? 

How did you feel about those 

trips? Why?

How have Tim's perspectives on 

family and war changed as the 

war continues?

How does Tim feel when he learns 

that his father died in prison? 

What are three emotions that you 

may feel? Why may you feel 

them?

What does truth mean to the you? 

Is the absolute truth always 

necessary in all cases? Why or why 

not?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Complete next two pages in 

"Vocabulary Workshop"

Complete next two pages in 

"Vocabulary Workshop"

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Tomorrow!

This story blends together fiction 

and reality; what parts do you 

think were true and which were 

fiction?

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Week 12

Week 13



* Spelling Words (Definitions, 11x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 11x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 11x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Teacher to introduce the project 

to the students and review the 

requirements; students to discuss 

and ask questions as needed - 15 

min

* All students will take a STAR test 

for AR on "My Brother Sam is 

Dead" - 15 min.

In-class time to work on project - 

35 min

In-class time to work on project - 

35 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Did you enjoy reading the story 

"My Brother Sam is Dead"? Why 

or why not?

How would you have changed the 

ending to "My Brother Sam is 

Dead"? 

If the USA was fighting for 

independence from Great Britian 

nowadays, how do you think the 

war would be different? Think of 

three ways

How may "My Brother Sam is Dead" have 

been different if Father was not captured? 

Or if he was released before Sam's death? 

Why do you think that?

Which character in "The Patriot" 

do you most relate to? Why is 

that?

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 11x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Which character in "The Patriot" 

do you think would be Sam? 

Which would be Tim? Why is that?

How did the movie "The Patriot" 

help you to better understand life 

in Colonial America?

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min.

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.

Students to practice on 

"typingclub.com" - 20 min

Students to practice on 

"typingclub.com" - 20 min

Students to practice on 

"typingclub.com" - 20 min

Week 13

(Part II of III) Students to watch 

"The Patriot" starring Mel Gibson; 

rated "R" and requires permission 

slip to watch; students without a 

signed permission slip must leave 

the room due to war scenes, 

violence, and emotional deaths - 

65 min

(Part III of III) Students to watch 

"The Patriot" starring Mel Gibson; 

rated "R" and requires permission 

slip to watch; students without a 

signed permission slip must leave 

the room due to war scenes, 

violence, and emotional deaths - 

65 min

(Part I of III) Students to watch 

"The Patriot" starring Mel Gibson; 

rated "R" and requires permission 

slip to watch; students without a 

signed permission slip must leave 

the room due to war scenes, 

violence, and emotional deaths - 

50 min

Week 14
Students to present their Powtoon 

projects to the class - 60 min

itemized, jewelry, judicious, juror, justifiable, landslide, legitimate, leisure, liaison, library, license, lieutenant, loophole, lunar, luncheon, magnify, malefactor, 

malicious, markup, mattress, mesmerize, meteor, metric, disinterested, disoblige

orchestra, satchel, herring, coronet, suet,  mastiff, armadillo, reggae, algae, suttee, morbid, tortoise, foresight



Students in pairs, using a Venn 

Diagram compare & contrast Tim 

to one of the characters in "The 

Patriot"; how are they different 

yet similar? Write three 

statements for each section (nine 

total statements); share with the 

class - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

create a "Concept Map" linking 

together the different characters 

in "My Brother Sam is Dead" and 

"The Patriot"; what similarities do 

they have? What is the setting of 

each story? How are the plots 

similar? Share your concept maps 

with the class - 25 min

Divide the class into three groups: one that 

works individually, one that works directly 

with the Teacher, and one that works in 

pairs; complete a "Cause and Effect" 

diagram reviewing how Sam's involvement 

in the war lead to the death of his father 

and his eventualy death (two diagrams 

needed); share with the class when 

complete - 25 min

Divide the class in half with a student 

serving as the leader for each group; one 

group will create a "Sequence" of events 

for the story "My Brother Sam is Dead" 

including at least eight details; the other 

group will create a "Plot Line" summary 

including the exposition, rising action, 

climax, falling action, deposition, theme, 

and foreshadowing; share your results with 

the class when complete - 25 min

In-class time to work on Powtoon 

project - 30 min

In-class time to work on Powtoon 

project - 30 min

In-class time to work on Powtoon 

project - 30 min

In-class time to work on Powtoon 

project - 30 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Do you think that children should 

drink coffee?  Why or why not?

What age do you feel should be 

the legal age to drive a car?  Why 

do you think this age is 

appropriate?

Who was Saint Martin de Porres 

and what do you know about 

him?

If you were required to choose to 

go blind or deaf, which would you 

choose and why?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Work on your Powtoon Project; it 

is due in three days!

Work on your Powtoon Project; it 

is due in two days!

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today
None

Unit: "A Christmas Carol" by Charles Dickens with an essay, poster, and theme

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

This is available as a FREE eBook via the following website: "www.pagebypagebooks.com/Charles_Dickens/A_Christmas_Carol/"

Project / Essay 

Requirements:

Think of a wealthy celebrity or world leader from today's timeline (ex. Karadashin Family, Donald Trump, Bill Gates, or an acceptable reality TV star). Imagine 

that they were visited by their personal version of Morley and the three ghosts. Who may those four visitors be for this person? Students may conduct 

research to obtain names and personal relationship information. Students will then rewrite their own version of "A Christmas Carol" replacing this famous 

celebrity with Scrooge, Morley with someone in their lives, the three ghosts with more personal examples, Bob Crackett with someone better suited, and so 

on.  This is entirely made-up and intended to be your creative reflection to the story and events of the world today. Essay must be 12-font, Times New Roman, 

double-spaced, written in Google Docs, and at least two pages in length. Share with your Teacher when completed or by the due date, whichever comes first.

Week 14
Students to present their Powtoon 

projects to the class - 60 min

Week 15



* Spelling Words (Definitions, 12x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 12x 

each, use in a sentence) - 25 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 12x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Discuss metaphors (specifically 

the three ghosts) found in "A 

Christmas Carol" - 20 min.

* Read aloud "A Christmas Carol" 

by Charles Dickens - 20 min.

Students to complete a KWL on "A 

Christmas Carol" (5K, 4W, 3L); 

students to only the 5K and 4W at 

this point; discuss openly with 

class when complete; class to 

finish the 3L portion at a later date 

- 20 min

* Introduce and discuss the 

project with this book: Students 

will write their own version of "A 

Christmas Carol" based upon a 

famous celebrity - 10 min

Students in pairs, use a T-Chart to 

compare and contrast Bob 

Crackett (left) and Ebenezer 

Scrooge (right); students to 

highlight more than just 

personality traits; what meanings 

may the author be creating with 

these characters? Discuss and 

share as a class - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, use a 

concept map to link together at 

least three characters and their 

qualities; students to choose any 

three characters from the novel to 

incorporate; how are they similar 

yet different? Share and discuss as 

a class - 20 min

* Begin reading "A Christmas 

Carol" by Charles Dickens - 20 min.

* Read aloud "A Christmas Carol" 

by Charles Dickens - 25 min.

* Read aloud "A Christmas Carol" 

by Charles Dickens - 20 min.

* Read aloud "A Christmas Carol" 

by Charles Dickens - 20 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What do you like most about 

Christmas time?

Do we, as an American culture, 

focus too much on material things 

at Christmas time? Why or why 

not?

What is your favorite Christmas 

gift of all time?  Why?

What do you think about Juan 

Diego and Mary meeting years 

ago?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write 

each word 12x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Which person do you relate to 

more in the story, Crackett or 

Scrooge? Why is that?

Work on your "Christmas Carol" 

essay!

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min

In-class time to work on your 

"Christmas Carol" essay - 40 

min

dissociate, distress, diurnal, divine, domestic, domesticate, dominance, easier, ecstasy, effect, eject, eligible, eliminate, encouragement, encyclopedia, epic, 

equilibrium, erroneous, especially, exceptional, excessive, existence, exotic, expression, extremity

varsity, antidote, emperor, mystic, resonate, zodiac, ravine, hovel, rendition, nonviolent, enchantment, derelict, heredity, avian

Week 16

Week 15



* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

Students in pairs, complete a "Plot 

Line" graphic organizer for the 

exposition, rising action, climax, 

falling action, and resolution of 

the story; what is the theme? 

Share with the class when 

complete - 25 min

Discussion: Who was Morley? 

How does he foreshadow events 

in the story? What does Morley 

wear forever because of his sins? 

What do you think Morley did 

similar to Scrooge to have this 

fate? What may Scrooge have 

done that was worse than 

Morley? Why do you think Morley 

was sent to Scrooge? - 25 min

Discussion: as a class, create a "Sequence" 

graphic organizer of eight different events; 

students to assist in placing the events in 

the correct order and discuss their 

importance; Teacher to randomly choose 

two more events, students to properly 

place those events into the "Sequence" as 

well; review the content of the story so far 

and make predictions based upon the chain 

of events - 25 min

Students in pairs, after finishing 

the novel students will select 

three characters; create a flow 

chart for EACH character as they 

progress through the story; share 

with the class and discuss - 30 

min.

Students in groups of 3 or 4, use a 

Venn Diagram to compare & 

contrast Scrooge at the beginning 

and end of the novel in three ways 

per section (nine total 

statements); share with the class 

and discuss - 25 min.

Illustrate, color, and write a 

descriptive caption of your vision 

of what one of the four ghosts in 

the story looks like.  Explain in 

detail (min. one paragraph) why 

you believe this. - 40 min.

* Read aloud "A Christmas Carol" 

by Charles Dickens - 20 min.

* Read aloud "A Christmas Carol" 

by Charles Dickens - 20 min.

* Finish reading "A Christmas 

Carol" by Charles Dickens - 20 min.

* All students will take a STAR test 

for AR on "A Christmas Carol" - 15 

min.

* Begin essay of comparing the 

novel to the Disney version - 30 

min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What person in today's world do 

you think would be Mr. Scrooge 

and why?

Which ghost do you think effected 

Scrooge the most? Why?

What is one event that you wish 

that you could change the 

outcome of in your life?  Why is 

that?

Did you like the story "A Christmas 

Carol"? Why or why not?
No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Go online and locate "A Christmas 

Carol"; read the next chapter

Finish the next two pages in your 

"Vocabulary Workshop" book

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today
None

"A Visit from Saint 

Nicholas" online:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

In-class time to work on your 

essay; due tomorrow - 30 min

Week 16

https://poets.org/poem/visit-st-nicholas

Week 17



* Spelling Words (Definitions, 13x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 13x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 13x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Read "A Visit from Saint Nicholas" 

by Clement Clarke Moore - 10 

min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Complete the 3L portion of the 

KWL that was started 

approximately two weeks ago; 

share as a class

Which holiday do you like better: 

Christmas or Easter? Why?

Which break do you like better in 

the school year: Christmas Break 

or Easter Break? Why?

If you were Santa Claus, what 

animal would you use to pull your 

sleigh?  Why?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 13x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word; essay 

due Friday

Finish your rewrite of "A Visit from 

Saint Nicholas" for tomorrow's 

PreK / Kindergarten visit.

"Christmas Carol" essay due 

tomorrow! Share with your 

Teacher when complete

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

"My People" 

online:

"Let America be 

America Again" 

online:

"Still I Rise" online:

"Caged Bird" 

online:

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46446/still-i-rise

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48989/caged-bird

raze, recently, reconcile, relevant, relief,repulse, revive, rhyme, rhythm, roommate, roster, sanctuary, sandwich, scarcely, schedule, schism, scholar, schooner, 

sedition, semester, seminary, session, shrine, sieve, signal

indifference, tremendous, alliance, feckless, opinionated, javelin, lyre, artillery, Icarus, oracle

Week 17

Students will read their own 

modified version of "A Visit from 

Saint Nicholas" to a PreK or 

Kindergarten student.  They 

should color a picture of Santa 

Claus together with the child and 

provide Christmas candy - 45 min.

https://allpoetry.com/poem/8495469-My-People-by-Langston-Hughes

https://poets.org/poem/let-america-be-america-again

In-class time to work on your 

"Christmas Carol" essay - 40 

min

In-class time to work on your 

"Christmas Carol" essay - 40 

min

In-class time to work on your 

"Christmas Carol" essay - 40 

min

* Discuss the discriptive words in 

the poem; Note how Moore 

makes Santa, his sleigh, and the 

scene clear; students will rewrite 

the poem in their own words - 

60min



"We Real Cool" 

online:

"Won't You 

Celebrate with 

Me?" online:

"We Should Make a 

Documentary 

About Spades" 

online:

"Hurricane" online:

"Lift Every Voice 

and Sing" online:

"Ballad of 

Birmingham" 

online:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Spelling & Definition Test 

Today

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.
"No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min.

* Read "My People" and "Let 

America be America Again" by 

Langston Hughes; discuss the 

poems and have open dialogue as 

to their meaning - 20 min.

* Read "Still I Rise" and "Caged 

Bird" by Maya Angelou; discuss 

the meanings of the poems, the 

verbiage used, and the metaphors 

to life then & today - 25 min.

* Read "We Real Cool" by 

Gwendolyn Brooks and "Won't 

You Celebrate with Me?" by 

Lucille Clifton; how do they say 

similar messages? Compare & 

contrast; open discussion - 25 min.

Read "We Should Make a 

Documentary about Spades" by 

Terrance Hayes and "Hurricane" 

by Yona Harvey; compare how 

both make connections to life with 

metaphors; open dialoge - 20 min.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/28112/we-real-cool

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50974/wont-you-celebrate-with-me

https://poets.org/poem/we-should-make-documentary-about-spades

https://poets.org/poem/hurricane-0

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46562/ballad-of-birmingham

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46549/lift-every-voice-and-sing

Week 18

* Read "Lift Every Voice and Sing" 

by James Weldon Johnson and 

"Ballad of Birmingham" by Dudley 

Randall; compare & contrast each 

as telling stories of Black History in 

two distinct ways; open dialoge 

with both - 20 min.



Students in pairs, using a T-Chart 

compare the two poems; what 

messages is the author 

expressing? How is he trying to 

promote culture and positivity? 

What do you think about each 

poem? Share as a class - 20 min

Students in pairs, review each 

poem and try to rewrite the 

metaphors in the poems; why did 

the author use metaphors? How 

does this usage make a better 

read? What does each poem 

mean to you? Discuss as a class - 

20 min

Students in pairs, use a Venn 

Diagram to compare & contrast 

each poem in two distinct ways 

for each section (six total 

statements); review and discuss as 

a class; what messages are the 

authors trying to express in each 

poem? - 20 min

Students in pairs, create a list for 

each poem of three DISTINCT 

things mentioned or meanings in 

the poems (total of six 

statements); share lists as a class 

and review interpretations of the 

poems; how is each poem trying 

to send a message? - 20 min

Students will review the poems 

that were read this week; students 

will try to write their own peom 

that is indicative of their culture, 

gender, or beliefs in a similar style 

to an author discussed or 

reviewed; share with the class as 

desired - 40 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:
What did you do this weekend?

What does "My People" by 

Langston Hughes mean to you?

Do you like poetry?  Why or why 

not?

Which poem that we've read do 

you like the most so far and why?
No journal today

Daily Homework:

Work on Spelling List - Finish 

what you haven't completed 

yet

Writing due tomorrow: Which 

author's writings do you prefer - 

Angelou or Hughes?

Writing due tomorrow: Which 

poem that we read today "spoke 

to you" more and why?

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today
None

Unit : "The Boy in the Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce with field trip

Online Version:

Field Trip 

Included:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

Week 19

https://www.beasleyac.org/ourpages/auto/2011/9/7/53584980/The%20Boy%20in%20the%20Striped%20Pajamas.pdf

Teacher to immediately, upon beginning this unit, pass out permission slips to the Maltz Museum in Beachwood, Ohio.  Go to the following website 

"https://www.maltzmuseum.org/" to contact and for images of the items. Teacher to charge $5.00 per student; make arrangements for times and student 

lunch based upon scheduling. 

Week 18



* Spelling Words (Definitions, 14x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 14x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 14x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

As a class, create a T-Chart and 

compare the characters of Bruno 

and Gretel; how are they similar 

yet different? What symbolism 

may each display? What 

innocence and naivity may they 

have? How do they compare to 

their Mother or Maria? - 15 min

Watch "Six Years Before the Big Decline 

(1939 - Rare Footage of Munich and 

Berlin)" on Youtube (6:22 min) and discuss 

the appearance of the two cities; what 

adjectives do you think of when you watch 

this? How do these people appear? What 

was Germany like for Bruno? How do these 

people represent Bruno's Father? - 10 min

Students in pairs, research and 

answer the following questions: 

Against whom were the Germans 

fighting in World War II? When did 

the Third Reich begin? What may 

the setting be of this story? How 

populous was Germany at the 

time of this story (1943)? Why 

does Bruno’s family have to turn 

out the lights at night? How long 

had the war been going on at this 

point? Discuss student responses 

as a class and review the setting 

and history in the story - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, research on 

the Auschwitz concentration camp under 

Nazi rule. When was the concentration and 

extermination camp established? How 

many Jews, Poles, and other individuals 

were killed at Auschwitz? Discuss Bruno’s 

misinterpretation of certain words in the 

novel, such as “Out-With” in reference to 

Auschwitz, and “the Fury” in reference to 

“the Führer.” Why do you think the author 

chose to make these “misinterpretations” 

on Bruno’s part? Do you think the novel 

would be as effective if the correct 

terminology were used? Why or why not? 

Share your thoughts and research as a class 

- 25 min

Discussion: As a class, examine the 

author’s language style as seen in 

the first three chapters of the 

novel. How would you 

characterize the language? Do you 

find it easy to understand? Are 

there dialects used? How 

frequently does the author use 

dialogue? What is Gretel’s 

relationship like with her brother? 

How old is Gretel? What 

characteristics stand out the most 

about her character? - 25 min

Divide the class into three groups: 

one that works in pairs, one that 

works in groups of three, and one 

that works together with the 

Teacher to lead; answer the 

following: find three examples of 

symbolism, similes, or metaphors 

used in the first three chapters of 

the novel. What are associations 

of this symbolism? How does the 

example serve the text? What 

does Bruno see out of his window 

versus what Gretel sees out hers? 

Share thoughts as a class - 20 min

Divide the class in half, each group 

will have a student lead the 

discussion topic while the Teacher 

assists both as needed: How does 

Bruno feel about his family in the 

beginning of the novel? How does 

Maria’s story about Bruno’s father 

change his perception of him? In 

what ways are Maria’s true 

feelings about the situation at Out-

With described through subtext? 

Why does Maria feel obligated to 

work for Bruno's family? Share 

your thoughts as a class - 25 min

Begin reading "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

25 min

Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What do you know about the 

Holocaust? Specifically the one 

from WWII with the Jewish 

people.

Is "The Boy in the Striped Pajamas" told 

from a first, second, or third-person 

perspective? Why do you think the author 

chooses this narrative style?

How has the relationship between 

Gretel and Bruno changed so far?

What do you think is symbolized 

by the fence seen outside of 

Bruno’s window? Why?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 14x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Using a Venn Diagram, compare & contrast 

Bruno's home at the beginning of the novel 

to his home at "Out-With" in two way per 

section; due tomorrow!

Create a table discussing the relationships 

between Maria, Bruno, Bruno’s mother, 

Bruno’s father, and Gretel; due tomorrow!

Week 19



Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

Students in pairs, using a "Concept Map" 

outline the characters in the story including 

Kotler, Gretel, Bruno, Mother, Father, 

Maria, The Fury, Eva Braun, Shmuel, and 

Pavel; what similarities do they have? 

Project foreshadowing, what may happen 

to each? Discuss your map with the class - 

25 min

Discussion: As a class, define 

“flashback” in narrative literature 

and examine it in the story; How 

frequently has the author made 

use of flashbacks or flash-forwards 

in the narrative? What purpose do 

these devices serve? Why did 

Grandmother storm out of the 

house one night? What 

connections can you make about 

Bruno's Father to Hitler? How do 

Bruno's Grandmother and 

Grandfather appear to be 

different from Bruno's Father? - 25 

min

Students in pairs, create a list of 

the different conflicts you have 

seen in the first eight chapters of 

the novel; What type of conflict 

occurs between Bruno’s 

grandparents and his father in the 

reading? What does Bruno think 

of the argument between his 

grandmother and his father? Why 

do you think Bruno’s father wears 

his military uniform on this 

occasion? How does he respond 

when his mother scoffs at him? 

Share thoughts as a class - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

answer and discuss as a class: 

What is described on the armband 

worn by the boy that Bruno meets 

on the other side of the fence? 

What is the boy on the other side 

of the fence doing when Bruno 

first approaches him? How do 

Bruno’s impressions of the fence 

change when he’s next to it? How 

do the similes and metaphors in 

Chapter Ten help to develop your 

mental picture of the setting and 

the characters? - 25 min

Students to work independently on their 

Chromebooks to answer the following 

questions: research the ghettos established 

throughout Germany, Poland, and other 

Nazi-ruled nations during the Third Reich. 

When did the ghettos first appear? When 

were Jews, Poles, Gypsies, and other 

minorities relegated to these areas? What 

symbol does Bruno describe on his father’s 

armband? Why did Jewish people need to 

wear this symbol? What was tatooed on 

their arms? Why? Share your findings and 

thoughts with the class - 25 min

Discussion: As a class, discuss the 

interactions with Kotler and Pavel; 

Why must Pavel work as a waiter 

when he is a doctor? Examine the 

symbolism and imagery seen in 

Chapter Fourteen; What is 

significant about the fact that 

Gretel teases Bruno about his 

imaginary friend? Discuss the 

conflict that takes place between 

Lieutenant Kotler and Shmuel in 

Chapter Fifteen; How does Bruno 

respond? What does Bruno 

regret? - 25 min

Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

sincerely, soccer, solitary, subvert, statutory, cashier, catastrophe, centripetal, characteristic, chaste, cinnamon, classic, collateral

colleague, college, comedy, commerce, commercial, committee, communicate, commuter, compel, compensation, competent, consider

boulevards, marvelous, quandary, Honolulu, uranium, collision, alpinist, mahogany, neutron, insulin

Week 20



Daily Journal 

Topic:

How does Pavel treat Bruno’s 

wound? Why do you think that 

Pavel reveals to Bruno that he was 

a doctor?

How is the woman described that 

came to dinner with the Fury at 

Bruno’s house in Berlin in Chapter 

Eight? Why may this be 

important?

How old is Herr Liszt? Where does 

this character live in relation to 

Bruno’s home at Out-With?

What similarities does Shmuel 

share with Bruno? What 

differences stand between these 

boys?

No journal today

Daily Homework:

Work on Spelling List - Finish 

what you haven't completed 

yet

Why do you think that many 

Germans who opposed Hitler in 

WWII defected to another 

country? What would you have 

done?

How are racism and anti-Semitism 

portrayed in the novel? What 

characters display these 

characteristics?

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today Tomorrow

Compare & contrast the experiences of 

Bruno and Shmuel during the Nazi 

occupation of Germany and Poland. How 

did the war change Bruno’s life? How did it 

change Shmuel’s?

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 15x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Finish reading aloud "The Boy in 

the Striped Pajamas" by John 

Boyce - 20 min

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 15x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Students in pairs, use a "Cause and Effect" 

graphic organizer to outline what 

happened to Bruno at the end of the story; 

what events lead to his supposed death? 

Share and discuss with the class - 20 min

Discussion: Chapter Sixteen is the 

first time the word "Jew" is used in 

the text; why do you think the 

author waits this long? How does 

Gretel identify the people on the 

other side of the fence? How does 

Bruno feel about that? Why does 

Mother want to leave Out-With? 

Why is Bruno conflicted about 

this? Why does Father permit 

Mother and the children to leave 

Out-With? How does Bruno feel 

his relationships within his family 

have improved? Why? - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

discuss and answer the following: 

who is the protagonist in this 

story? Who (or what) is the 

antagonist? What does Gretel 

leave behind in Out-With that is 

significant before going back to 

Berlin? How well did you relate to 

the main characters in the story? 

What do you think is significant 

about the novel’s ending? How do 

you think Bruno's father changed 

after this situation? Share your 

thoughts together with the class - 

25 min

Discussion: What is irony? Discuss 

the irony between Bruno's 

disappearance and what 

happened to him and Schmuel; 

How does Bruno describe his 

clothes prior to going to the other 

side of the fence? Develop a list 

on the board of some examples of 

irony that have been seen 

throughout the narrative; How 

does the author make extensive 

use of dramatic irony in the story? 

Review the characters, themes, 

settings, and tone of the story - 25 

min

Week 21

Field Trip to the Maltz Museum to 

review their stories and programs 

about the Holocaust, survivors, 

and their history; students should 

pack a lunch or make 

arrangements with the cafeteria 

based upon timing; charge $5.00 

per student and attend based 

upon hours provided on their 

website 

Illustrate, color, and write a 

caption for one scene from "The 

Boy in the Striped Pajamas"; best 

effort to be applied, images to be 

taken seriously and colored 

appropriately; caption to include 

proper punctuation and grammar - 

40 min



Read aloud "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" by John Boyce - 

20 min

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 15x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Students in pairs, create a "Plot 

Line" of the story including the 

five major parts and 

foreshadowing; share with the 

class - 20 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What do you think is 

foreshadowed by Bruno’s haircut?

Shmuel's father is missing; what 

happened to him? How was this 

foreshadowed in the story?

How do you think Bruno's father 

felt when he found the fence one 

year after Bruno's disappearance? 

Why?

What is presumed to have 

happened to Bruno’s father after 

the war ended?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 15x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

If you could rewrite the ending of 

this story, what would you have 

changed? Why would you change 

that?

How did the trip to the Maltz Museum 

today help you to understand the 

concentration camps and struggle of 

Jewish people better?

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Unit: "Uncle Tom's Cabin" by Harriet Beecher Stowe with comparitive essay

Permission Slip:

Online Version:

Project Essay:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min

bedlam, mylar, functionary,  Mandarin,  Einstein, tremulous, concussion, legitmately, vagabonds, habanero

This story uses some culturally-based vocabulary and terms that some students may find uncomfortable and hurtful.  A permission slip is to be sought and 

provided prior to reading this book.  An alternate assignment can be made available. It is possible that we will not read the entire book because of its total 

length and we may only read a little beyond the first part. We will read as advised in this plan and adjust accordingly.

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/203/203-h/203-h.htm#chap01

Week 22

Week 21

Field Trip to the Maltz Museum to 

review their stories and programs 

about the Holocaust, survivors, 

and their history; students should 

pack a lunch or make 

arrangements with the cafeteria 

based upon timing; charge $5.00 

per student and attend based 

upon hours provided on their 

website 

Illustrate, color, and write a 

caption for one scene from "The 

Boy in the Striped Pajamas"; best 

effort to be applied, images to be 

taken seriously and colored 

appropriately; caption to include 

proper punctuation and grammar - 

40 min

Students will read both "The Boy in the Striped Pajamas" and "Uncle Tom's Cabin". Students will then write a comparitive essay following the 1-3-1 style of 

essay writing (One introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and one closing paragraph).  Remember that additional paragraphs may be added to the 

body of the essay if more details are needed to make your point!  Students will compare NOT JUST the two novels but also the discrimination and segregation 

of both the Jewish people and African-American people over time.  Students must use thoughtful and meaningful examples in their comparisons.  A minimum 

of three comparisons between the two stories should be made AS WELL AS three comparisons between the two groups of people.  The essay should be 

written in Google Docs and shared with your Teacher when complete. The essay will be written as 12-font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, and a 

minimum of two pages in length.  Submit your essay to your Teacher when complete or by the due date, whichever comes first.

fantastic, faulty, federal, feud, flexible, flout, fluorescent, folklore, forcible, fortunately, franchise, frivolous, frostbitten, further, galaxy, galling, genuine, gesture, 

geology, gigantic, mischievous, misgiving, modern, modicum, mystery



* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.
"No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min.

Teacher to review the comparitive 

essay project and the 

requirements of it; students to 

openly discuss a few ideas - 15 

min

Students in pairs, using your 

Chromebooks research about the 

antebellum South's economy, (ex. 

what it depended upon), a brief 

history of how slavery began in 

the United States, the relationship 

between the North and the South 

at that time, and general facts 

about the USA before 1860; share 

and discuss together as a class - 25 

min

Discussion: what do the words "archaic" 

and "verbose" mean? Students to find 

passsages in the story so far that fit this 

writing style; students discuss the 

meanings of these passages and how to 

"translate" them: "A coarse,commonplace 

man with that swaggering air of 

pretension.", "Conversation garnished at 

frequent intervals with various profane 

expressions.", "A good, steady, pious 

fellow.", "The fact is, sir, I'm a humane 

man, and I hate to take the boy from is 

mother." and "Eliza proceeded nimbly and 

adroitly with her toilet." The idea here is 

that by working together each student can 

help the other through their difficulty - 25 

min

Discussion: How does the 

institution of slavery impact 

relationship among slaves--

between parent and child, here 

with Eliza and Harry, and between 

husband and wife, as with Eliza 

and George? To what extend 

might the master's disposition, 

temperament or prejudices decide 

the relationship? How might the 

slave's disposition or 

temperament influence the 

relationship? If these slaves were 

suddenly free, how might this 

relationship change? - 25 min

Divide the class into two groups with one 

student serving as the leader of each 

group; one group is the spokesmen for 

Eliza and the other for George; Each group 

will find specific passages that explain how 

much their religion is a part of their daily 

life; To what extent do they adhere to the 

religion that has been taught to them by 

the plantation? Have each group surmise 

why each of these characters adherence to 

Christianity is so different; write a 

prediction of how the issue of religion will 

be developed in the novel; share thoughts 

with the class - 25 min

Students in pairs, create a table 

including the following characters: 

Tom, Aunt Chloe, Mose, Pete, and 

Eliza; create a list of deeds in the 

book that speak to each 

characters deeds and moral 

development; what are some 

admirable things that they may 

have done? Share and discuss 

your thoughts as a class - 25 min

Begin reading "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Write the words "Slavery and the 

Antebellum South" on your paper 

and then silently brainstorm what 

you know about slavery in the 

South before the Civil War.

If people made a movie about 

you, what actor would portray 

you? Why? What part of your life 

would the movie focus upon?

Explore the relationship of George 

and his owner and note the 

situations that define their 

relationship.

How can you promote "Kumba"? No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Define the kind of relationship 

Eliza and Mrs. Shelby had

Why do you think religion would 

have been important to enslaved 

people?

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today

Make a list of three similarities 

between "Uncle Tom's Cabin" and 

"The Boy in the Striped Pajamas" 

that you can already notice.

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

Week 22

Week 23



* Spelling Words (Definitions, 16x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 16x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 16x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Students in pairs, use a "Sequence" graphic 

organizer to outline the events of the story 

so far with at least eight events; share with 

the class - 20 min

Students in pairs, use a "Cause and Effect" 

graphic organizer to outline Eliza's escape 

and the factors that lead up to it; share 

with the class - 20 min

Divide the students into five 

groups, assign each group one of 

the following pairs of characters: 

Mr. Shelby and Mr. Haley, Mr. 

Shelby and Mrs. Shelby, Mr. 

Shelby and his son young George, 

Mrs. Shelby and Eliza, Aunt Chloe 

and Mrs. Shelby; Each group will 

use a Venn Diagram to compare & 

contrast these two characters in 

three ways per section (nine total 

statements); share your 

information with the class and 

discuss - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, students will 

discuss the following themes of the story 

so far and decide which one best applies 

AND WHY: 1. Some people talk of religion, 

but they do not live by these beliefs in their 

daily life  2. Some people get strength from 

their religion  3. Some people do not 

realize that their daily actions or even their 

lives are in opposition to the religion they 

profess  4. Humaneness is a component of 

religion; one cannot truly be religious and 

treat fellow human beings cruelly  5. 

Recognizing inhumanity is a step towards 

being truly religious; Discuss your thoughts 

and reasoning for why you selected this 

theme as a class - 25 min

Discussion: Teacher to lead a 

discussion of Mr. Haley and how 

his characterization is useful to 

Stowe's purpose (argument 

against slavery.) In the presence of 

whom does Haley swear? What 

insinuation does Haley make that 

Mr. Shelby find insulting? How 

does the reader know that this is 

deemed as uncouth behavior in 

the context of the action? How do 

other characters come to estimate 

him? How is Mr. Haley is perfect 

character to represent the pro-

slavery position? - 25 min

Discussion: As a class discuss the 

similarities between Sam & Andy 

and the B'rer Rabbit character in 

the folk tale; students should 

discover that  Sam and Andy get 

by and use their cleverness in a 

similar way; The teacher may find 

it useful to have students first 

respond with characteristics of 

B'rer Rabbit and then look for 

similarities in Andy and Sam; how 

are they unlikely heroes in Eliza's 

escape? - 25 min

Divide the class into three groups: one 

that works in pairs, one that works in 

groups of four, and a large group 

working together; Teacher to rotate 

between each group to assist; discuss 

Eliza's escape and the METAPHORS in 

the story involving it; what does each 

of the following aspects have a dual 

meaning to: the darkness when she 

escapes, the overall cold, Eliza's 

bleeding, why she is carrying Harry, 

why she must cross a river, what the 

river itself symbolizes, and her feelings 

towards the Shelbys; share and discuss 

together as a class - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Why does Tom read the Bible 

instead of the young master? 

What do Tom's reading lessons 

reveal about him?

What does the outside of Tom's 

cabin suggest about his work 

ethic? What does the interior of 

the cabin reveal about Aunt 

Chloe?

Discuss Mr. Haley and how he 

treats others in the story. Refer to 

at least two people that he 

interacts with.

How might Sam and Andy's 

buffoonery have actually 

outsmarted Haley?

None

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write 

each word 16x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

How do you think "Uncle Tom's 

Cabin" helped to generate support 

for abolishionists?

Why do you think "Uncle Tom's 

Cabin" made many southern 

people before the Civil War angry?

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 23

crustaceans, eucalyptus, remonstrance, tetanus, cayenne, castellated, nautilus, outre', pterodactyl, toccata, counterfeit, superintendent, acquire, laboratory, 

antebellum

crustaceans,  tetanus, cayenne, nautilus, toccata



Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.
* Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.
"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 min. "Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 min. "Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 min.

Discussion: students in pairs, in 

this lesson we will review the 

author's style of writing in the 

story; students will review Harriet 

Beecher Stowe for the following 

elements: her speaking to the 

reader (what are your thoughts on 

this?), her coincidences (Mr. 

Symmes is a friend of the Shelbys), 

later-mentioned facts (that Eliza is 

a mulatto), and her realistic 

descriptions (she is pretty graphic 

at times); share your thoughts 

together with the class - 25 min

Divide the class into two groups; one group 

will re-enact the dialogue between Senator 

and Mrs. Bird that explains the recent 

passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, while 

the other group re-enacts Eliza's meeting 

with John Von Trompe as he listens to her 

plan to escape and helps her; as a class 

review the performances and discuss the 

Fugitive Slave Act; How this law might 

effect white people who had anti-slavery 

sentiments. How do you think such a law 

passed? To whose advantage is the law? 

What might the necessity for this law 

suggest about northerners' feelings toward 

slavery? Should northerners who chose to 

abide by the law be criticized as hypocrites 

or law followers? Discuss as a class - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

discuss the following and share 

your thoughts as a class: Which 

characters are central to the story 

so far? Why doesn't Tom flee? 

What personality traits comes out 

in Tom's refusal to flee? What 

does Tom consider his fate? What 

does Aunt Chloe think of the idea 

of Tom fleeing? What does this 

opinion reveal about her? - 25 min

Students in pairs, create a list of 

what a prototypical Kentuckian is 

like; things to consider include: 

What does he look like? What 

does he walk like? Why does 

Stowe include a description of 

their guns? Their tobacco habits? 

What do they talk about? What is 

their opinion of slavery? What is 

their opinion of the Fugitive Slave 

Law? Share ideas and discuss as a 

class - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Describe Eliza's journey to 

freedom in your own words

What is the Fugitive Slave Law? 

How is it observed in this story?

What are your thoughts on the 

Fugitive Slave Act? Explain

Reflect upon young Master 

George. Is he like his father? Or is 

there something to be admired 

about him?

None

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Complete the next two pages of 

your "Vocabulary Workshop" book

Complete the next two pages of 

your "Vocabulary Workshop" book

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Tomorrow!

Finish your illustration, coloring, and 

caption of a scene from "Uncle Tom's 

Cabin" if you did not already in class today

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

Week 24

Students will illustrate, color, and 

write a caption for one scene in 

"Uncle Tom's Cabin"; students 

should provide their best work 

and select a scene that is 

meaningful; work will be hung in 

the building and Teacher may ask 

students to present and describe 

their work to the class - 30 min

Week 25



* Spelling Words (Definitions, 17x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 17x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 17x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

As a class, create a "Concept Map" of the 

characters and how they intermingle; focus 

on the main characters and not supporting 

ones; include St. Clair and Eva - 20 min

As a class, create a T-Chart of all the 

characters in the story so far (left) and if 

they are spiritual in nature (right); then 

foreshadow what you think may happen to 

them each by the end of the story - 20 min

Discussion: as a class, review the 

Chapter 12 scene on the boat; 

include the following: Why are 

Tom and Mr. Haley on this boat? 

What is Haley's primary interest 

on this trip?  What qualities in 

Tom does he "see"? Who else is 

on the boat? How do these other 

characters bring out the 

preoccupation of Tom and Mr. 

Haley? Why does Haley see that 

buying Lucy is worthwhile? What 

does he make of Lucy's 

relationship with her child? What 

does Tom do with his time? What 

is ironic about this situation? - 25 

min

Students in pairs, research 

"Quakerism" and the people 

called the "Quakers"; what was 

their religion like? Why would 

they be likely to harbor a runaway 

slave? What character traits do 

the Hallidays display that present 

this religion? How do the Hallidays 

respond when Simeon enters 

informing them that more 

runaway slaves are coming? 

Teacher to use Google Images to 

show routes that runaway slaves 

took to Canada; where in this map 

may this story be taking place 

specifically? Review geographic 

features on the map - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

discuss the following and share 

your thoughts as a class: How 

does Tom come to meet little Eva? 

What is it that first attracts them 

to each other? Characterize their 

relationship. How does it happen 

that Augustine St. Clare buys 

Tom? How do you know that Eva 

and Tom are meant to be 

important to each other? How 

does their mutual nurturing of 

each other and their problems 

influence St. Clare? - 25 min

Quick Write: Students to use 

Google Docs to write their 

thoughts about the follow 

questions: George is with his 

family, but he is still angry. Why? 

What fault does he find with 

Christianity? Why does he tell Eliza 

he believes becoming a Christian 

is worthwhile? Does the shooting 

incident with Tom Loker complete 

George's conversion to 

Christianity? Why or why not? 

Share your thoughts together with 

the class - 25 min

Discussion: Who is Miss Ophelia? Students 

to look for passages that reveal her 

character; how do you feel life will be like 

at the St. Claire's estate? Why is Miss 

Ophelia there? What does she think of the 

household when she gets there? Who does 

she blame? What is her opinion of the 

slaves' work ethic? class to discuss the 

exchange between Miss Ophelia and her 

sister-in-law (Marie St Clare) in which Miss 

Ophelia says of slavery and slave owners, 

"this [slavery] is perfectly horrible. You 

ought to be ashamed of yourselves." How 

does this statement and condemnation of 

the St. Clare's mesh with her treatment of 

and comments about those enslaved at the 

estate? - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Read aloud "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 25 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Reflect upon George, called "the Spaniard", 

and his introduction to the story; how may 

he be foreshadowing events?

What is irony? Provide two 

examples of irony from "Uncle 

Tom's Cabin"

Imagine that Eliza could dictate a letter to 

Tom, whom she asked to escape with her. 

How would she explain the Quakers to 

him?

Write an explanation of how Tom 

and Eva nurture each other with 

their common bond of spirituality

What do you predict will happen 

to Eliza and George? What are 

your reasons for this prediction?

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 17x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Work on your comparitive essay 

project; it is due in approximately 

one week!

Work on your comparitive essay 

project; it is due one week from 

today!

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 25

rheumatic, tumulus, phrenologists, ague, recherche', au fait, wallah, supererogation, reveille, a posteriori, abomasum, asseverate, concessionaire, froideur, 

irrebuttable, magniloquent, obstreperous, prosciutto, shivoo, zydeco

 tumulus, ague, au fait, wallah,  reveille, prosciutto, shivoo, zydeco



Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.
* Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.

Students to practice on 

"typingclub.com" - 20 min

Students to practice on 

"typingclub.com" - 20 min

Students to practice on 

"typingclub.com" - 20 min

Finish reading aloud "Uncle Tom's 

Cabin" by Harriet Beecher Stowe - 

25 min

In-class time to work on your 

comparitive essay; due in four 

days at the end of class! - 20 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

How likely are you to finish 

reading "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 

beyond today? Why is that?

Of the remaining characters, who 

would you predict is most-likely to 

die if you continued reading the 

story? Why is that?

Of the remaining characters, who 

would you predict is most-likely to try 

to escape slavery if you continued 

reading the story? Why is that?

What do you predict will happen 

to Tom in this story in the second 

section? What clues lead you to 

believe that will happen?

None

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Work on essay; it is due in three 

days!

Work on essay; it is due in two 

days!

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Tomorrow!  Essay due 

tomorrow in class!

None

Unit: "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald with Google Slides Presentation project

Online Novel:

Project Theme:

Project Locations:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/the-great-gatsby.pdf

Week 26
In-class time to work on your 

comparitive essay; due today at 

the end of class! - 60 min
In-class time to work on your 

comparitive essay; due in three 

days at the end of class! - 40 min

In-class time to work on your 

comparitive essay; due in two 

days at the end of class! - 40 min

In-class time to work on your 

comparitive essay; due tomorrow 

at the end of class! - 40 min

Research a previously existing place in Cleveland or Greater Cleveland from the Golden Age of Cleveland (the 1920's through the 1970's). Create a  fifteen-

slide presentation in Google Slides about your selected location. Your research on this location must include answers to the following: When was this 

structure built? When was it demolished (if ever?) If this feature not longer exists, what is there now? Where was this location found (example: address, 

intersection, famous site)? What was this location famous for? What significance in the history of Cleveland did this site hold? What group of people or what 

culture of people used to frequent this site? Provide three photos of this location. Name three famous events that occurred here. Students may not duplicate 

themes, each child must choose a different site than others. 

The Hippodrome, Euclid Beach Park, League Park, Luna Park, Great Lakes Exposition of 1936, Hough Bakery, Geagua Lake Park,  Millionaire's Row in 

Cleveland, Saint Agnes Church, Fifth Church of Christ Scientist, Leo's Casino, Memphis Drive-In, Cleveland Municipal Stadium, Cuyahoga Building, Williamson 

Building, Variety Theatre



* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Introduce project and discuss 

requirements of it - 10 min

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 18x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 18x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 18x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Students and Teacher to go to the 

following website 

"www.cleveland.com/business/2017/11/jo

hn_d_rockefeller_remade_clev.html" and 

read about John D. Rockefeller; what type 

of person was he? How did he become the 

richest person in the world? Where in 

Cleveland did he live? What sites in 

Cleveland was he affiliated with? Where is 

his name seen at today? - 20 min.

Show images of places that used 

to be in Cleveland 100 years ago 

and discuss; Ex. The Hippodrome, 

League Park, Millionaire's Row, 

Leo's Casino, and Saint Agnes 

Church; what made these places 

famous and great in Cleveland? - 

20 min

Discuss "The Roaring Twenties" and show 

photos; why was this a thriving time? 

Discuss how people squandered money; 

people were flamboyant; led to The Great 

Depression; discuss and show Google 

Images of Millionaries Row in Cleveland 

(Euclid Ave.) and how many famous people 

used to live here (photos Andrews Folly); 

explain that some still exist (Children's 

Museum or part of CSU) - 20 min

Students in pairs, make a list of all 

the imagery Fitzgerald uses to 

describe Gatsby’s estate; Include 

words and phrases in the list; why 

do you think the author is so 

descriptive of things? Share and 

discuss the opulence of his home 

together as a class - 20 min

Discussion: As a class discuss how plot is 

the easiest part of a novel to comprehend; 

Have the students discuss how the past 

lives of the character contribute to their 

understanding the plot; review the 

characters thus far; ask the students if 

Fitzgerald’s choice to reveal both past and 

present events is an effective method for 

revealing the plot to the reader; why or 

why not? Share opinions on the story thus 

far - 20 min

Divide the class into three groups, 

Teacher to assign each group one 

character from the story; groups 

to discuss if that character has 

achieved the "American Dream"; 

what makes them successful? 

Predict if they will achieve higher 

success; How does this person's 

interactions with others lead to 

future success? Share results with 

the class - 25 min

Watch "The Roaring 20's: Crash 

Course US History #32" on YouTube 

(13:12 min) and discuss how the USA 

was booming economically at this 

time; what features in the video 

displayed the 1920's as an exciting and 

vibrant time? What political elements 

happened that steered the economy? 

What eventually lead to the economic 

downfall of this time? - 20 min

*Begin reading "The Great 

Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 

min.

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 min.

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 min.

* Read aloud as a class "The Great 

Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 

min.

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What do you know about the USA 

during the 1920's and 1930's? It 

ws called "The Roaring Twenties", 

why may that be?

Discuss how Nick is a participant in 

the story and how this affects his 

point of view of events and 

characters

How does Fitzgerald try to use 

scenes and descriptive words for 

them to help you understand the 

story?

What does the phrase "the 

American Dream" mean to you? 

Can you achieve it?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 18x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Did Gatsby feel successful with the 

American Dream he found? Why 

or why not?

Discuss Mr. and Mrs. Wilson’s views on 

materialism and wealth. Do they see eye to 

eye on the matter of money? How do their 

attitudes affect their marriage?

Spelling List:

Week 27

terrific, thieves, tragedy, transient, transmutation, turpitude, tyranny, unacceptable, unique, unmoved, usher, utopia, vengeance, vocal, voucher, withhold, 

wrestle, written, negligence, neon, neutral, newsstand, nineteenth, nonentity, noticeable



IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

Students in pairs, use a "Sequence" graphic 

organizer to outline eight different events 

from the novel; discuss and place them in 

order; review together as a class - 20 min

Students in pairs, create two T-

Charts; one is for Tom and Gatsby 

and the other is for Mr. and Mrs. 

Wilson; compare each set of 

characters but also discuss how all 

four characters relate to and are 

involved in each other's rivalries; 

share your thoughts as a class - 25 

min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

students will take on the role of 17-

year old James Gatz and the other, 

the role of Dan Cody; students to 

write a skit involving the two 

characters with Cody giving Gatz 

advice on how to succeed and 

enjoy life; students to act out their 

skits for the class - 25 min

Discussion: What is an oxymoron? Typical 

examples are “jumbo shrimp,” “virtual 

reality,” or “old news.”; Fitzgerald uses 

these frequently in the story; How are the 

uses of oxymoronic phrases a clue of 

paradoxes in the novel? Ask the students 

for examples of oxymorons they have 

heard used in everyday speech; students in 

pairs, Find two oxymorons in the novel and 

describe whether they reveal more about a 

character or about other contradictions in 

the novel; discuss as a class - 25 min

Divide the class into three groups: 

one that works individually, one 

that works in pairs, and one that 

works in a large group together; 

discuss symbolism, how does 

Fitzgerald use symbolism in the 

novel? How do these symbols 

cause destruction and tragedy 

when they are mentioned in the 

story; What is the most 

destructive symbol in the novel 

and what disasters relate to it? 

Share your thoughts aloud as a 

class - 25 min

Assemble the class into two 

groups; One group will be 

residents of West Egg and the 

other group will be residents of 

East Egg; Hold a town meeting and 

have the students discuss their 

concerns for the community they 

were assigned; Have them suggest 

how the community could 

improve socially, culturally, and 

environmentally;  Ask the students 

to cite scenes from the novel that 

are relevant to their concerns - 25 

min

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 30 min.

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 min.

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 min.

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 min.

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

If you could visit one of the places 

that we discussed in class that 

used to exist in Cleveland, which 

one would you visit and why?

Discuss the final scenes of 

Gatsby’s death and funeral

Would you have liked to have 

lived in the 1920's?  Why or why 

not?

What is an oxymoron? What are 

three examples that you can think 

of that are new or from 

yesterday's class?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Complete next two pages in 

"Vocabulary Workshop"

Complete next two pages in 

"Vocabulary Workshop"

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Today

What do you think about some 

"great places" in Cleveland (like 

The Hippodrome) disappearing?

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

vengeance, pilgrimages, Holocaust, nuisance, hypotenuse, machete,

Week 28



* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 19x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 19x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 19x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* All students will take a STAR test 

for AR on "The Great Gatsby" - 15 

min.

Students in pairs, use a "Cause 

and Effect" graphic organizer to 

outline what lead to Gatsby's 

death; share your thoughts aloud 

with the class - 20 min

Activity: Divide the class into three 

groups; Assign the groups to 

develop a skit using Jay Gatsby 

and Tom Buchanan as the 

protagonist and antagonist; 

Referencing confrontational 

scenes from the novel, have the 

groups write a skit of these two 

characters pitched against each 

other; Act out the skits in class - 25 

min

Assign students to play the roles 

of each of the characters in 

Chapter Seven; This chapter takes 

place at Daisy’s tea party and ends 

with the death of Mrs. Wilson and 

involves a lot of interaction among 

the characters; Have the students 

act out the chapter, reading aloud 

from the book; Encourage the 

students to read the chapter as if 

they were in a theatrical 

performance, bringing the 

characters to life - 30 min

Students in pairs, research the real 

events around the 1919 World 

Series that was rigged by 

Organized Crime; Who was 

"Shoeless Joe" Jackson? Students 

to provide a summation of the 

events of the "Black Sox Scandal"; 

discuss as a class; how does this 

relate to the story? Compare and 

contrast events together - 25 min

Students in pairs, discuss motive 

and what motivates people to do 

things; Examine the motives that 

drive Myrtle Wilson; how do her 

motives lead, not only to her 

death but to her husband’s and 

Gatsby’s as well? Do Myrtle’s 

motives affect any other 

characters throughout the novel? 

Cite references for your answers; 

How did you develop insights into 

events through the character’s 

motives? - 25 min

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 min.

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 10 min.

* Read aloud "The Great Gatsby" 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 min.

* Finish reading aloud "The Great 

Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald - 20 

min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

What would you rather be: a fish 

in the ocean or a bird?

What do you think of the 

character "Gatsby" in the novel?

Are you personally ready for High 

School?

Did you like the story "The Great 

Gatsby"? Why or why not?
No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 19x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Which character in "The Great 

Gatsby" was your favorite? Why is 

that?

Work on your "Cleveland Area-

based Great Gatsby Project"; it is 

due one week from today!

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Illustrate, color, and write a 

caption for one scene from "The 

Great Gatsby"; caption to include 

proper grammar and punctuation; 

best effort to apply to your 

illustration and coloring - 45 min

Week 29

sanctum sanctorum, churlish, mandrill, ascetic, pugnacious, gesticulations, decrepitude, promulgate, constable, syncope, notoriety, nuisance, numerator, nylon, 

obesity, oblique, obstinate, obsolete, particular, weird, exaggerate, physical, yacht

 churlish, mandrill, ascetic, constable, syncope



* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

* Journal Time via Google Docs - 

10 min

Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.
"No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min. "No Red Ink" - 20 min.

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Were you accepted to your first or 

second choice high school? What 

are your thoughts about this?

How would "The Great Gatsby" 

have been different if it were 

written in present day?

What is something ironic that has 

happened in your life?

Where do you parents want you 

to go to high school?  What are 

your thoughts about that?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Work on your Google Slides 

Gatsby Project, it is due in three 

days!

Work on your Google Slides 

Gatsby Project, it is due in two 

days!

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Tomorrow; Google Slides 

Gatsby Project due tomorrow!

None

Unit: "Island of the Blue Dolphines" by Scott O'Dell with essay

Online Version:

Project Theme:

Project Part I:

In-class time to work on the 

Cleveland Area-based Gatsby 

Google Slides project - 50 min

In-class time to work on the 

Cleveland Area-based Gatsby 

Google Slides project - 50 min

In-class time to work on the 

Cleveland Area-based Gatsby 

Google Slides project - 50 min

In-class time to work on the 

Cleveland Area-based Gatsby 

Google Slides project - 50 min

http://playpen.meraka.csir.co.za/~acdc/education/Dr_Anvind_Gupa/Learners_Library_7_March_2007/Resources/books/bluedolphins.pdf

Students will imagine that they are shipwrecked on an island on Lake Erie (there are over 20 islands on Lake Erie so this isn't too far of a stretch of the 

imagination). Students will work in groups of 3 or 4 on this project.  Each group will choose only twenty objects from the list below that they found and may 

use while on the islands.  Otherwise, they only have the clothes on their back and not other items may be found on the island, in their pockets, in the water, 

or anywhere else. They will choose 20 items per group and cannot exceed this amount.

Using poster board, students will illustrate, color, and label their island.  They should research the islands on Lake Erie a bit to understand what geographic 

features can be found there as well as the types of plant & animal life.  For example, it is very unlikely that any animals other than birds and fish will be found 

on/around the island.  Students will create every aspect of their island and write a caption for how these features can benefit them. Illustrations with 

coloring and captions should fill the entire poster board, not just a small piece of it.

Week 30
In-class presentations of Cleveland 

Area-based Gatsby Project - 60 

min



Project Part II:

Options to Select:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 20x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 20x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 20x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Students in pairs, make predictions about 

what will occur next in the book; use a T-

Chart to outline your predictions (left), 

then using a scale of 1-5 rate the likeliness 

of it happening (1=low, 5=high); share with 

the class and discuss - 20 min

Students in pairs, make three predictions 

to the outcome of this question: what if 

Chief Chowig survived? How would the 

next events have played out? Review and 

discuss thoughts as a class - 20 min

Teacher to Google Image "La Isla 

de San Nicolas" and show the 

images of the island and Juana 

Maria, the real-life woman that 

was shipwrecked on this island; 

review the images, discuss would 

you want to live here or like this? 

Skeletons of dogs are found here, 

as well as her previous hut & cave; 

Watch "Portrait of the Lone 

Woman of San Nicolas Island" on 

YouTube (4:54 min) to understand 

the true story of the story you're 

about to read - 20 min

Discussion: What are similies? 

Review the various similies found 

so far in the story; students to 

think of other ways to make 

similies for the same items in the 

story; students to practice 

creating similies based upon items 

in the room; why do you think the 

similes give an accurate image of 

what it is compared? - 20 min

Students in pairs, what is 

foreshadowing? Explain how the 

villagers' questions about Captian 

Orlov paying them in full and Chief 

Chowig working on a new spear at 

the end of the chapter 

foreshadow the events that are to 

take place; what do the slain 

otters symbolize? What could 

Chief Chowig be planning for but 

reluctant to say? Share your 

thoughts as a class - 20 min

Discussion: what word do you 

think describes the tone of this 

chapter? Have the students make 

a list of words describing the tone 

in this chapter and how the words 

contribute to the tone, using 

examples from the story; students 

to think of an emotional event 

from their life, then write down 

five words to describe it; only if 

they're comfortable, share the five 

words and have other students 

delicately and understandingly try 

to guess the event - 25 min

Divide the class into six groups; 

Assign three groups to be the 

Ghalas-at people and three groups 

to be the white missionary Kimiki 

sends to the island; Have the 

three sets of groups put together 

skits of how they would approach 

each other the first time they 

meet; How would the missionary 

soothe the villager's fears? What 

questions would the villagers ask 

the missionary about the new 

land? Share your skits as a class - 

25 min

Week 31

Each student in the group will write a journal of their time on the island that spans ten days.  These journals will be continuous of the other membes of the 

group; in other words, one student will write about their time for the first ten days, another student will write about their time for days 11-20, a third student 

will write about their time on the island for days 21-30, and so on.  Whoever the last student is to write the journals will write about their rescue and no 

classmates are permitted to die while on the island.  You may write about realistic injuries, dangers, weather-related issues, illnesses, and mishaps but 

nothing that is intentionally hurtful. Students MUST consider that they are starting without food, shelter, and any supplies other than those selected from the 

list. Each students' journal is to be a minimum of five handwritten pages and there is some need to collaborate while writing but it may be more fun to not do 

so!

Book of Matches, Notebook, Blanket, Pair of Shoes, Clothespins, Ten Cans of Mixed Fruit, Shovel, Axe, Extra Coat, Hairclips, Magnifying Glass, Comb, Seven 

Metal Coat Hangers, Pair of Socks, Six-pack of Pepsi including plastic rings, Cooking Pan, Old Tent with holes in it, Small Medical Supply Kit, Old Rubber Tire, 

Package of ten forks, Several Pieces of broken glass, Walkie-Talkies, Sunglasses, Three Couch Pillows, Sowing Kit, Packet of 12 Pencils, Ball of Yarn, Box of old 

T-shirts, Package of Garbage Bags, Bucket, Package of ten spoons, Broken Laptop Computer, Belt



Begin reading aloud "The Island of 

the Blue Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 

20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

If you were shipwrecked on an 

island alone, what would be the 

first things that you do? Try to 

think of five

Who were the Aluet people? What 

were they doing on the islands? 

Who is Karana?

Make a list of all the words and 

phrases used to describe the 

island

Imagine that you are with Karana and 

Ulope watching the battle between their 

tribesmen and the Aleuts from the ledge. 

What may they be saying? What emotions 

may they feel?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 20x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Why do you think the villagers are 

both excited and fearful to leave 

the island?

Write about a time when you 

were afraid of the unknown. What 

was the experience and what did 

you do?

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.
Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.
"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 min. "Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 min. "Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 min.

Students in pairs, Teacher to choose eight 

events from the story and list them on the 

board; students to work to place them in 

the correct sequence; review and discuss 

as a class - 20 min

Week 31

aberrant, anachronistic, assiduous, belvedere, filibuster, piscatorial, poultice, restaurateur, tripartite, zoophyte, abecedarian, aphaeretic, frondescence, 

iontophoresis, jodhpurs, ligniperdous, nenuphar, raconteur, 

aberrant, belvedere, filibuster, restaurateur, zoophyte, raconteur

Week 32



Students in pairs, explore the relationship 

between Karana and Ramo, detailing the 

love and loyalty they give to one another 

as depicted in the chapter; Describe the 

ways brothers and sisters today make 

sacrifices for each other and exhibit family 

loyalty; Karana says that the only thing that 

bothers her about jumping in the sea is 

that her clothes are ruined, does she 

realize the enormous sacrifice she makes 

for Ramo? Does she resent the danger he 

puts her in? Is she happy that she makes 

the decision to go back to the island for 

him? Do you think she will regret her 

decision? - 25 min

Discuss irony; Review how Karana's 

situation after the death of Ramo is 

ironic; Discuss how this ironic situation 

contributes to the effect and tone of 

the story; Examine the irony of Karana 

abandoning her people to be with 

Ramo, and then Karana being 

abandoned on the island, left to live 

alone without her brother or her 

people; students to think about 

examples from movies they have seen, 

television productions, or online 

material that displays situational irony - 

25 min

Students in pairs, develop a list of the 

pros and cons of defying the tribal law 

of women being forbidden to make 

weapons; At the end of the list, the 

students should determine whether it 

is better for Karana to follow the tribal 

law or not according to the list they 

made; Have the students predict 

Karana's future depending on which 

decision is made; review as a class; 

does your family have any 

superstitions or odd rules that you 

must follow? - 25 min

Students in groups of 3 or 4, 

discuss how the dolphins bring 

hope to Karana in her despair; 

How do they assist her in her 

survival and emotional outlook? 

What else could the blue dolphins 

symbolize? What does the leaking 

canoe symbolize? Discuss as a 

class; share times that you were 

feeling lost and full of dispair but 

something positive and ironic 

came from it - 25 min

Discussion: Review Karana's injury 

and settling in the cave; how are 

the images from her ancestors 

comforting yet foreshadowing? 

How does "survival of the fittest" 

come into play? What are the 

students' feelings about the death 

of the old bull sea elephant? Do 

they think this method of 

dominance is fair? Discuss 

examples from modern day of 

"survival of the fittest"; Discuss 

Karana's ability to forgive Rontu 

and stay with him - 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Has a younger sibling or relative ever 

put you in a bad situation 

unintentionally? How did you respond 

to your sibling or relative afterwards?

Would you have gone back for 

Ramo if you were Karana? Why or 

why not?

Do you think Karana views her 

situation as a cruel joke played by 

the gods? Does she feel sorry for 

herself and her lonely fate? Why 

or why not?

What would happen if Karana 

broke all of her tribal laws and 

they returned for her? What may 

they do to her if they find out?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Complete the next two pages of 

"Vocabulary Workshop" book

Complete the next two pages of 

"Vocabulary Workshop" book

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Tomorrow!

Think of three examples of 

"Survival of the Fittest" in our 

modern world

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.

* Review the week's content of 

the story and help draw 

connections for students as 

needed - 10 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 25x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 25x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

* Spelling Words (Definitions, 25x 

each, use in a sentence) - 20 min.

Students in pairs, use a "Cause and Effect" 

graphic organizer to outline Karana's 

relationship with Rontu; what 

circumstances brought them together? 

Share with the class - 20 min

Studetns in groups of 3 or 4, make five 

predictions that you think would have 

happened AND WHY if Ramo (her brother) 

was never killed; how would the story have 

changed? Share with the class - 20 min

Week 32

Week 33



Daily Journal 

Topic:

What does Karana's willingness to 

forgive reveal about her human 

values? How does she share these 

human values with Rontu?

Can all hurtful events be forgiven? 

What does it take to forgive 

completely?

Is Karana a more complex person 

because of her ability to forgive? 

How do you think it makes her 

feel to forgive Rontu?

Write a list of five words that 

define "Family" to you; then 

discuss if Karana and Rontu are 

family; why or why not?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - look up 

definitions of each word

Work on Spelling List - Write each 

word 25x each

Work on Spelling List - write a 

sentence with each word

Do you consider pets to be family 

members? Why or why not?
Work on your project!

Spelling List:

IEP Spelling List:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.
Spelling & Definition Test Today - 

15 min

* In-class spelling bee to review 

words - 15 min.
"No Red Ink" - 20 min.

Finish reading aloud "The Island of 

the Blue Dolphines" by Scott 

O'Dell - 20 min

"No Red Ink" - 20 min.

Students to take AR test today 

about "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 15 min

Teacher to explain that they will 

pause reading the story for this 

week and introduce project and 

discuss the requirements; 

students to have in-class time to 

work on project today - 40 min

In-class time to work on your 

project - 40 min

In-class time to work on your 

project - 40 min

In-class time to work on your 

project - 40 min

In-class time to work on your 

project - 40 min

Week 33

pandemonium, panorama, partiality, quizzical, recipient, rococo, sabotage, salient, tantalize, technician, vying, wary, ubiquitous, transmutation, squalid, 

strenuous, stringent, uncouth, uncanny

uncanny, vying, wary, tantalize, rococo, quizzical, panorama

Week 34



Teacher to discuss the return of 

the Aluets to the island; divide the 

class into two groups: one group 

takes the part of Karana, the other 

group the part of the Aleut girl; 

Each group to write the thoughts 

of each girl upon seeing the otherl 

Karana's group to consider the 

black stone necklace left for 

Karana, and Karana's refusal to 

take the necklace; share and 

discuss feelings as a class; how do 

you feel about new students in 

class or a new neighbor? - 25 min

Divide the class into three groups: one 

group takes the side of the Aleuts who 

killed all the sea otters, another side 

take the views of Karana, and one 

group will research animal rights and 

protections in our country using their 

Chromebooks; the two groups who 

formed opinions will debate the issues 

each group has to deal with: trapping, 

killing for hides, leaving dead and 

injured sea otters behind, excessive 

killing of animals, etc., while the 

research group will provide their 

opinion at the end of the debate - 30 

min

Discussion: as a class discuss the 

three big disappointments at the 

end of the story (Rontu dies, 

earthquake & tidal wave hitting 

the island, the ship passes the 

island but doesn't see her); make 

a chart of three columns 

evaluating the disappointments 

and comparing them; how did 

Karanta stay hopeful in each 

situation? Do you think Karana 

should have left the island at the 

end? Would you have left the 

island?  Why or why not? - 25 min

Watch "Juana Maria | The Woman 

Who Inspired "Island Of The Blue 

Dolphins" on YouTube (4:58 min); 

students will individually use a 

Venn Diagram  compare and 

contrast what really happened to 

Juana Maria versus the story of 

Karana; students may reply the 

video as needed; discuss as a class 

- 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min

Read aloud "The Island of the Blue 

Dolphins" by Scott O'Dell - 20 min
"No Red Ink" - 20 min.

Present your projects to the class and 

discuss your island; what hardships did you 

face? How did your daily journal change as 

written by each person? Share ideas and 

reflections - 20 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Predict what will happen when 

the Aluets return to the island

Does anyone have a right to hurt 

an animal? When is it okay versus 

not okay?

Who do you predict will ultimately 

rescue Karana? Why do you 

believe this?

Did you enjoy reading "The Island 

of the Blue Dolphins"? Why or 

why not?

No journal today

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Work on project, it is due in three 

days!

Work on project, it is due in two 

days!

Study for Spelling & Definition 

Test Tomorrow!
None

"The Gift of the 

Magi" online:

"The Necklace" 

online:

"To Build a Fire" 

online:

Timeline: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min. Journal Time - 10 min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

"Vocabulary Workshop" - 20 

min.

https://americanliterature.com/author/o-henry/short-story/the-gift-of-the-magi

https://americanliterature.com/author/guy-de-maupassant/short-story/the-necklace

https://americanliterature.com/author/jack-london/short-story/to-build-a-fire

Week 35

Students in pairs, use a "Concept 

Map" to discuss irony and link 

together the irony found in each 

of the three stories read this 

week; include characters and the 

setting; what links can you find 

between the three stories? Share 

your thoughts and results aloud 

with the class - 25 min

Week 34

In-class time to work on your 

project - 40 min



Read "The Gift of the Magi" by O. 

Henry and discuss - 25 min

Read "The Necklace" by Guy de 

Maupassant and discuss (25 min)

Teacher to use Google Images to 

review on a map "The Yukon" 

territory in Canada; show photos 

and discuss; use this information 

to create a setting for the story; 

what may life be like here? What 

may be difficult to find? - 10 min

Students in pairs, use a Venn 

Diagram to compare & contrast 

"The Gift of the Magi"  to "The 

Great Gatsby"; what similarities do 

you notice? Use your information 

from your journal to assist; share 

thoughts and discuss as a class - 

20 min

Discuss what is irony? Provide 

examples of irony in life; what are 

examples of irony in the two short 

stories just read? - 20 min

Read "To Build a Fire" by Jack 

London; discuss characters, 

theme, and irony; what 

importance do you think the 

setting will hold? Why is the man 

so arrogant? What may the dog 

know that the man is forgetting? 

Discuss thoughts as a class - 30 

min

Quick write: Identify the irony in 

each of the three short stories 

that we just read; provide specific 

details as to how each story 

provided ironic situations but also 

how the theme in all three stories 

is common within; use your 

"Concept Map" to help; students 

to refer to the readings as needed  

- 40 min

Daily Journal 

Topic:

Write down everything that you 

can remember about "The Great 

Gatsby"; try to think of five things

Why do you think the story 

yesterday was titled "The Gift of 

the Magi"?

What is something ironic that has 

happened in your life?

Other than the extreme cold, what 

other areas on Earth may be 

difficult to survive in? Why is that?

If you were the man in "To Build a 

Fire", what may have you done 

differently in the story? Why?

Daily Homework:
Work on Spelling List - Finish what 

you haven't completed yet

Written response: which story did 

you enjoy more, "The Gift of the 

Magi" or "The Necklace"? Why? 

One paragraph min.

Written response: what are your 

thoughts about "To Build a Fire"? 

One paragraph min.

Study your notes on the three 

stories that we read this week; 

make a short list of thoughts 

about them for tomorrow!

None

Week 35

Students in pairs, use a "Concept 

Map" to discuss irony and link 

together the irony found in each 

of the three stories read this 

week; include characters and the 

setting; what links can you find 

between the three stories? Share 

your thoughts and results aloud 

with the class - 25 min
Watch "Jack London - To build a 

fire (audiobook)" on YouTube 

(42:29 min) and discuss the story; 

how is this story similar yet 

different to the previous two short 

stories we just read in terms of 

irony? How does the ending of "To 

Build a Fire" present two very 

ironic things? - 45 min


