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AMERICA
' TO THE MOON:
40 YEARS LATER

JULY 19,1969 Earth is seen over the
lunar landscape, At 1:13 p.an. Apollo
11 passed behind the moon and out of radio
contact with the Eaxth for the first time.

_ “Theviewofthemoon ... its a view worth
the price of tl}c trip,” Neil Armstyong said.

Forum Why NASA thinks trylng to
replicate moon landing Is a good thing

Sunday Arts The moon has played a
starring role in popular culture

Travel Armstrong's hometown celebrates
cleveland.com/natlon More coverage

- Ameritrust deal has links
-~ to county corruption case

Lawyer, firm cited in bribery plea had roles in purchase, records show

LAURA JOHNSTON
Plain Dealer Reporter

For four years, Cuyahoga
County taxpayers have asked
questions about the commissfon-
ers’ controversial $40 million
purchase and renovation of the
Ameritrust complex downtown,
questions that have grown louder
since federal investigators re-
vealed & massive government
corruption probe a year ago.

A Plain Dealer review of
county records and federal plea
agreements shows a lawyer and
construction firm accused of pay-
ing bribes in several corruption
schemes also played key roles in
the purchase of the Ameritrust
complex.

‘The Ameritrust deal has beena
debacle for the county. The in-
volvement of lawyer Anthony O.
Calabrese 1]1 and R.P. Carbone
Co. in the deal could explain why

FBI agents wanted documents
related to the Ameritrust pur-
chase when they raided County
Commissioner Jimmy Dimora's
office last year.

Calabrese and Carbone became
involved in the Ameritrust deal
through the Staubach Co,, a real
estate consulting company
founded by former Dallas Cow-
boys quarterback Roger Stau-
bach.

sEE COMPLEX | A8

The county’s

white elephant

The Ameritrust tower stands
empty after Cuyahoga

County commissioners spent
more than $40 million in tax
money to buy and renovate it,
only to abandon their plans to
use it as a government
center. Commissioners have
been unable to sell it.

CLOSING OF ST. ADALBERT CARRIES SENSE OF LOSS FOR BLACK CATHOLICS

Tf we can’t save the physical build
we want to save our spirrtual family

Liyah Hodges, 8, of Cleveland gets looked over one last time before she and four other children make their First Communion at St. Adalbert Church in May.
The Cleveland church, linked to the city’s first black Catholle congregation, is to close as part of the downsizing of the Cleveland Catholic Diocese.

‘Walkaways’
; by banks leave
] -nga housing mess

SANDRA LIVINGSTON
Plain Dealer Reporter

Renetta Atterberry thought
she had lost her East 102nd
Street house. So she was shocked
to learn in January — five years
after her mortgage company filed
for foreclosure — that it was still
in her name.

Worse, the long-vacant rental
home had been vandalized and she
faced a raft of housing code viola-
tions. Since then, she has been sad-
dled with debts of about $12,000
to pay for demolition and back
taxes. "] thought 1 had nothing
clse to do with that home,” said
Attetberry. “I was so embar-
rassed and humiliated by this.”

Her mortgage company didn't
buy the house and never took it
to sheriff's sale to see if some-
body else would, leaving Atter-
berry the legal owner, responsi-
ble for upkeep and taxes.

These so-called "bank walka-
ways® are another troubling de-
velopment in the foreclosure eri-
sis, particularly in cities like
Cleveland with weaker housing
markets, say housing advocates
and government officials.
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CONNIE SCHULTZ
The pope gives Harry Polter
his blessing, Forun. G1

REGINA BRETT
Discover ways to keep vour
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Micagr O'MALLEY
Plain Dealer Reporter

hen Nell Shealey, a black Roman

‘ ;‘ ; Catholie, walked into St. Agnes
.Church on Euclid Avenue 82 yvars

ago, heads turned amid nudges and whispers.
The woman, who had just moved to Cleve-
land, worshipped with the all-white congrega-
tion that day, but after Mass, the priest ap-

proached her and said: “The colored Catholic

church Is down 79th Street”

*He was polite to her,” said Shealey's daugh-
ter, Aurelia Elliott, 80, of Cleveland Heights,
*He walked my mother out of the church,
pointed down 79th Street and told her to keep
walking that way and she would run into the
colored Catholi¢ church.

“He didn"t even know the name of the
church. He Just called it the colored Catholic
church”

The ¢hutch was Our Lady of the Blessed

Sacrament, established in 1922 as Cleve- \; ‘ o

land's first and only black Catholic church. It | -

is where Shealey and her husband, Augustus, 'k‘ ===

found a spiritual haven and where their four e . . To subseribe,

children were baptized and schooled. Online slideshow, call 1-888-559-7555

But by 1961, Blessed Sacrament was in need video of St. Adalhert - y

of major repairs, so the dlocese closed it and . l;l|[[||]] ],"ll |[|lm
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