
The first reading -- from the Book of Wisdom -- contains a line 

so short that we might miss it. But that short line tells us so much 

about God - it teaches us so much about Jesus. It gives us such an 

insight into Divine Mercy that we need to repeat it. In fact, we need to 

repeat it twice. "You overlook the sins of people so that they can 
repent." "You overlook the sins of people so that they can 
repent." Apparently, that's the way that God forgives us -- completely 

the opposite of the way we forgive one another. Usually, we wait for 

someone who has offended us to say I'm sorry or at least show some 

sign of contrition -- some sign of remorse before we will overlook the 

wrong. God overlooks the wrong first -- then patiently waits for us and 

allows us to repent when we are ready. 

That's the way God works. That's the way Jesus works – in fact, 

I can’t think of a single time in the gospels that anyone asked Jesus 

for forgiveness. In the parable he told about the prodigal son the boy 

didn’t have the opportunity to get one word of his rehearsed apology 

out before the fatted calf was in the oven. The woman caught in 

adultery never had time to say I am sorry for what i did before Jesus 

told her that her faith had saved her.  Look at the today’s story about 

Zaccheus. If Jesus forgave him the way we forgive, the gospel would 

have to be re-written to go like this. Zaccheus would come down from 

the tree, throw himself at Jesus’ feet, and beg forgiveness for 

defrauding people and stealing from the poor. He would need to 

make amends. Then, Jesus would say, ok, you are forgiven. Get up i 

mean to stay at your house today. But that's not the way the gospel is 

written. Jesus says, "Zaccheus, hurry down. I mean to stay at your 



house today" before Zaccheus even thinks of asking forgiveness or 

making restitution for his sins. 

Today we are called to look into our own hearts. How many of 

us are holding smoldering grudges waiting for someone who hurt us 

to ask for forgiveness? What if we forgave before they asked. What if 

we overlooked the wrong before it was made right? 

And i think that this calls us to a whole different way of looking 

at ourselves as church. For too long we've said -- no communion till 

you straighten out your marriage. In word or attitude, we've said 

you're not welcome to pray with us till you change your lifestyle. How 

many people have heard -- we won't baptize your baby till you get 

back to church, marry you till you quit living together, bury your dead 

till you sign up as a member and use your envelopes. God forgive us. 

"You overlook the sins of people so that they can repent." Lord, 

overlook my sins today and help us to be the individuals, the parish, 

and the church that overlooks the sins of others as well. 


