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Scripture of the Month

“I turn to you, Lord, in 

time of trouble, and you � ll 

me with the joy of salva-

tion.” 

Psalm 32:7
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KJT State President

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Happy New Year!

Happy New Year and 
well wishes for a very suc-
cessful year!  I would like 
to thank all KJT members, 
society and district officers, 
insurance representatives, 
home office staff, and state 
directors and officers for all 
that you do! In 2021, KJT 
once again showed positive 
results financially, but mem-
bership numbers continue 
to be a concern. Hopefully, 
with all of us working to-
gether, we can make 2022 a 
successful year both finan-
cially and membership wise.

43rd General Convention – 
July 2022

The 43rd General Con-
vention will be held on July 
15-17 at the Hilton College 
Station and Conference 
Center! All societies were 
mailed credential packets at 
the end of 2021 and are due 
back to the Home Office by 
March 31, 2022. Additional-
ly, resolutions for changes to 
the Constitution or By-Laws 
are due to the home office 
no later than February 21, 
2022.  Resolutions received 
prior to the February 21 
deadline will be distributed 

to all societies prior to the 
convention for deliberation.  
Resolutions received after 
this date will be presented 
at the convention; however, 
societies may not have pre-
vious knowledge of these 
resolutions to consider prior 
to the convention.

Director Elections at the 
Convention

While I have been in-
formed by all incumbent 
state directors that they are 
once again running for their 
positions, members may run 
for one of the positions. In 
order to qualify to seek the 
position of state director, one 
must be eligible to serve as a 
delegate to the convention.  
Candidates must submit an 
application of candidacy 
stating which position they 
are seeking and consent to 
a background check. Candi-
dates can request this form 
from the Home Office and 
the form must be filed with 
the KJT State Secretary be-
tween February 1 and April 
1 of this year. Candidate ap-
plications will be reviewed 
by a qualifications commit-
tee and the candidate will be 

notified if the application is 
approved or disapproved.

Financials

I am happy to report that 
KJT’s financials continue 
to look good even in this 
extended low interest rate 
environment. Through Q3 
of 2021, KJT’s surplus is up 
more than 12% compared to 
Q3 of 2020 and now sits at 
$7.002 million. As reported 
earlier in the year, KJT has 
surpassed the $100 million 
mark in assets and at the 
end of Q3 2021, assets sit 
at $103.647 million. Addi-
tionally, KJT’s assets to lia-
bilities ratio is now 107.25% 
which indicates that KJT has 
$107.25 in assets for every 
$100 of liabilities and is in 
solid financial condition 
and able to meet its obliga-
tions as they come due. The 
financials for Q3 2021 can 
be found on page 8 of this 
issue for your review.

Membership

Membership numbers 
continue to be a concern 
as KJT’s total membership 

has fallen to 15,851 as of 
the end of 2021. With your 
help, we can hopefully turn 
this around! If you have kids 
or grandkids that you would 
like to enroll into KJT or 
friends that you think would 
enjoy being a part of our fra-
ternal, please call your local 
representative or call the 
home office and we will be 
able to get you in touch with 
the right person to take care 
of the paperwork. 

The long list of reasons 
to join KJT includes our life 
and annuity program, youth 
camp, teen camp, $30,000 
in college scholarships for 
the year, religious scholar-
ships, catholic school tuition 
grants, volunteer oppor-

continued on pg. 7
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REVEREND 
ROBERT E. (BOB) 

KNIPPENBERG
KJT State 

Spiritual Director

St. Angela Merici’s feast 
day is January 27. St. Angela 
founded the Ursuline Sisters 
in the early 16th century pri-
marily for the education of 

young women. She was also 
often known to say, “Disorder 
in society is the result of dis-
order in the family.”

In 1968, Pope St. Paul VI 
wrote an encyclical letter to 
the Church entitled “On the 
Regulation of Birth” (Hu-
manæ Vitæ) in which he pre-
dicted:

Responsible men can be-
come more deeply convinced 
of the truth of the doctrine 
laid down by the Church on 
this issue if they reflect on 
the consequences of methods 
and plans for artificial birth 
control.  Let them first con-
sider how easily this course 
of action could open wide the 
way for marital infidelity and 

a general lowering of moral 
standards.  Not much expe-
rience is needed to be fully 
aware of human weakness 
and to understand that human 
beings—and especially the 
young, who are so exposed 
to temptation—need incen-
tives to keep the moral law, 
and it is an evil thing to make 
it easy for them to break that 
law. Another effect that gives 
cause for alarm is that a man 
who grows accustomed to the 
use of contraceptive methods 
may forget the reverence due 
to a woman, and, disregard-
ing her physical and emotion-
al equilibrium, reduce her to 
being a mere instrument for 
the satisfaction of his own 
desires, no longer consider-
ing her as his partner whom 

he should surround with care 
and affection. (n. 17)

Can there be any doubt, 
with what we have experi-
enced in our society in the 
past 54 years, that St. Ange-
la Merici (and Pope St. Paul 
VI!) knew exactly what she 
was talking about? Indeed, 
“Disorder in society is the re-
sult of disorder in the family.”

As we begin another New 
Year, let us resolve to heed 
Pope St. Paul VI’s exhorta-
tion to us all but especially to 
Christian married couples:

…let Christian husbands 
and wives be mindful of their 
vocation to the Christian life, 
a vocation which, deriving 

from their Baptism, has been 
confirmed anew and made 
more explicit by the Sac-
rament of Matrimony. For 
by this sacrament they are 
strengthened and, one might 
almost say, consecrated to the 
faithful fulfillment of their du-
ties. Thus will they realize to 
the full their calling and bear 
witness as becomes them, to 
Christ before the world. For 
the Lord has entrusted to them 
the task of making visible to 
men and women the holiness 
and joy of the law which unit-
ed inseparably their love for 
one another and the cooper-
ation they give to God’s love, 
God who is the Author of hu-
man life. (n. 25)

MESSAGE FROM OUR SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR

Hostyn KJT Society #3 awarded membership pins at their March Meeting.  KJT State Vice 
President David Wagner awarded 25-year pins to siblings, Chase Fietsam and Brittany Fi-
etsam along with a 75-year pin to their grandfather, Benedict Kallus. Pictured from L to R:  
Chase Fietsam, Benedict Kallus, State Vice President Wagner and Brittany Fietsam.

Wied KJT #43 presented Msgr. John Peters with a check 
from their bakeless bake sale fundraiser. The fundrais-
er was for the St. Mary’s fl ooring project. The presenta-
tion was held on Sunday, December 5. Seated are Sister 
Collette Kouba and Msgr. John Peters. Back row is secre-
tary/treasurer Rebecca Till, president Matthew Motal and 
vice president Diane Aschen. We would like to thank all the 
members that helped support this event.

KJT Society #3 Awards Membership Pins KJT Society #43 Presents Check
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With another year filled 
with twists, turns and a few 
bumps, we congratulate our 
2021 Star Award winners 
and look forward to honor-
ing them at our upcoming 
2022 SDOR meetings.  

    On behalf of the KJT, 

we extend our warmest 
congratulations to Deborah 
Currey. Deborah earned the 
number one Star Award spot 
for 2021. She finished the 
year with 3 new insurance 
members, 6 issued appli-
cation and 588 Star Award 
Tracker points. This is her 
fourth time on the KJT Stars 
Award board and SECOND 
TIME to claim the #1 spot.  
In addition to finishing first 
in the Star Award standings, 
Deborah also qualified for 
our Heavy Hitter Award, 
3000 Club Incentive and 
multiple contests through-
out the year.  She has done 
an excellent job represent-
ing the local KJT Society 
#130, Elgin and overall, 

the KJT.  We look forward 
to what Deborah and Soci-
ety #130 will accomplish 
in 2022 and beyond.  Con-
gratulations to Mrs. Currey 
for being the best of the 
best.     

Earning the sec-
ond place Star Award in 
2021 was Ellen Zdan-
sky, Society #72 of Cor-
pus Christi.  This is El-
len’s nineth trip to the Stars 
Award list.  In 2021 Ellen 
accounted for 8 new mem-
bers, 10 issued applications 
and 360 Star Award Tracker 
points.  Congratulations on 
yet another solid year for 
Mrs. Zdansky!

     Rounding out our 
top three, coming in third 

place on our Star Awards 
list is Tanner Schlottman. 
This is Tanner’s fourth year 
to be a Star.  He account-
ed for 3 new members, 5 
issued insurance applica-
tions and 283 Star Award 
Tracker points.  Congratula-
tions to Tanner on another a 
great year!

This was yet another 
year filled with hurdles. We 
are very proud of the efforts 
that all the Stars put forth in 
2021.  Without their dedica-
tion and efforts, our goals 
would have greatly suffered.  
Congratulations to all of the 
Award winners and we look 
forward to seeing which one 
of you will take the top hon-
or in 2022! 

Currey Claims #1 in 2021!

Hostyn KJT Society #3 awarded a membership pin to Steven Kallus at their November 
Meeting. Steven Dwayne Kallus became a member at 3 weeks old. Hostyn KJT President 
Shannon Fietsam had the honor to award her uncle a 50-year pin.  Pictured from L to R:  
Secretary Joyce Muras, Vice President Benedict Kallus, Recipient Steven Kallus, President 
Shannon Fietsam, Treasurer Brenda Fietsam and Reporter Dianna Kallus.

Santa Ted Vitek with elves Darlene Vitek and Meredith Fur-
row at the Austin #112 KJT/KJZT Christmas party.

STAR AWARD

KJT Society #3 Awards 50-Year Pin Santa Visits Society #112 Christmas Party

KJT State 
Scholarship 
Application 
Deadline is 

March 1, 2022
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On December 5, KJT State Director Tanner Schlottman 
had the pleasure of attending the KJT society #111 annual 
Christmas party and Mass in Dallas. Following the Mass 
held by Father Henry Petter, Director Schlottman and So-
ciety Vice President Betty Schlottman presented Ed Miles 
with his 75-year pin.

On December 5, KJT State Director Tanner Schlottman 
had the pleasure of attending the KJT society #111 annual 
Christmas party and Mass in Dallas. Following the Mass 
held by Father Henry Petter, Director Schlottman and Soci-
ety Vice President Betty Schlottman presented Father Pet-
ter with his 75-year pins

Dennis Lazek was presented a 75 year membership pin by 
Shirley Pokorney, State Director & Leon Barton KJT Insur-
ance Representative at the St. William #134 Round Rock 
Christmas Dinner/Meeting on December 4, 2021.

Santa came to visit the children at the St. William KJT #134 Round Rock
Christmas Dinner/Meeting on December 4, 2021.

KJT Society #111 Awards 75-Year Pins 75-Year Pin Presented to Lazek

Santa Visits Children at Society #134 Christmas Meeting

KJT IN ACTION

Reminder:

Deadline to submit 
articles is the 10th 

of each month.

 
Articles can be 

emailed to media@
kjtnet.org or 

mailed to the home 
office at 

KJT 
PO Box 297 

La Grange, Texas 
78945
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St. William KJT #134 Round Rock presented Shirley Pokorney State Director with a check 
for the 2021 Priests Retirement Fund. Pictured l-r: Shirley Pokorney KJT State Director; 
Leon Barton, Vice-President: Janie Zbranek, Treasurer; Tina Risinger, President; Felix 
Leonardi, Secretary.

St. William KJT #134 Round Rock presented Fr. Francisco Rodriguez (Pastor) & Msgr. Lou-
is Pavlicek (Chaplain) with a Christmas Gift Check at the December 4, 2021 Christmas 
Dinner/Meeting. Pictured l-r: Janie Zbranek, Treasurer; Fr. Francisco, Pastor; Msgr. Louis, 
Chaplain; Leon Barton, Vice President & Tina Risinger,  President.

El Campo KJT #84 donates $1,000 to St Philips Catholic 
School from their annual bake sale fundraiser which in-
cludes funds received from the KJT State Matching Grant 
program. Pictured is Society #84 President Robert Leop-
old, Pastor of St. Philip church Rev. Michael Rother, and 
principal Gwen Edwards of St Philip School in El Campo.  
Funds will be used towards the general education fund at 
St. Philips.

El Campo KJT Society #84 President Robert Leopold pre-
sents the KJT State Covid Grant check to Rev Michael 
Rother of St. Philips  Catholic Church. Father was very 
grateful to KJT for the $500 donation.

KJT IN ACTION

Christmas Check Presented by Society #134

Society #134 Presents Priest Retirement Fund Check Society #84 Donates to St. Philips Catholic School

Society #84 Presents Covid Grant Check
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Holy Cross Catholic Church Pastor Rev. Stephen Vacek and Bay City Society #139 Presi-
dent Larry Browning are shown with the check for the statewide charities’ donation from 
the society. The check was presented at the December 13, 2021, meeting which was held 
at the Bay City Columbus Hall meeting room.  Also present were (left to right) James Eng-
brock, vice-president; Cynthia Nemec, state director, Vincent Nemec, secretary-treasurer, 
and Margaret Holik, state director.

District 12 KJT held its Family Day on Saturday November 
27, 2021 at the Seymour Salt Fork Brazos Complex. A Fish-
ing Contest was held with 14 people attending from 2pm 
to 5pm.  The District Director Tanner Schlottman was also 
in attendance and furnished several door prizes. Though 
only a few fish were caught, it was enough for everyone 
to have a good time! The weather was great and everyone 
enjoyed a meal of Hotdogs and trimmings after the prizes 
were awarded.

Officers elected for 2022 St. William KJT #134 Round Rock are: L-R: Leon Barton, Vice-Pres-
ident; Tina Risinger, President; Msgr. Louis Pavlicek, Chaplain; Janie Zbranek, Treasurer; 
Felix Leonardi, Secretary..

KJT IN ACTION

 KJT Society #134 Officers Elected for 2022District 12 Holds Family Fun Day

Statewide Charities’ Donation Presented by Society #139
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tunities, and many others. 
Again, if you know some-
one who might like to take 
advantage of what KJT of-
fers, give them our number 
or have them talk to your 
local representative. 

Donations

A huge “thank you” goes 
out to all who donated to 
any of KJT’s charities this 
year!  Individuals, societies 
and districts contributed to 
our three statewide chari-
ties for 2021, the Priest and 
Religious Retirement Fund, 
the Seminarian Education 
Fund and Kids Unlimited. 
I realize activity has been 
down in 2021 due to the 
pandemic, however, over 
$23,000 was still raised for 
these worthy charities.

2022 Programs

The programs for 2022 
include the following.  
Please refer to www.kjtnet.
org and the KJT News for 
additional details on the 
various program events as 
the dates draw near. You can 
find information and the 
deadlines and dates for im-
portant events at the end of 
this article.

We still encourage our 
local societies to hold 
Matching Grant Fundraisers 
for the charity of your socie-
ty’s choice.  This program is 
a great way to get your KJT 
society involved in various 
projects in your parish or 
community so be sure to ask 
your officers how you can be 
a part of this program. The 
KJT Home Office matched 

over $8,600 in 2021. Eight-
een societies held charitable 
events that took advantage 
of the matching grant from 
the home office in 2021.

Join Hands Day is a na-
tional day of volunteering 
that societies can engage in 
a project to be “helpful” to 
some individual or entity. 
Flag Day is a day to honor 
the American Flag. We ask 
our societies to have some 
type of event honoring the 
American Flag, either on 
this day or some other pa-
triotic day such as July 4th 
or Veteran’s Day.  These 
events are great avenues to 
get publicity for your local 
society so please ask your 
local society officers how 
you can get involved!

KJT State Family Day 

KJT State Family Day 
will be on July 24, 2022, 
which is the first day of 
Youth Camp. If you are 
dropping off your camper, 
come out and join us for 
Mass, music, and a meal 
for lunch. Details will be 
forthcoming as the day ap-
proaches.   

KJT Youth and Teen 
Camps 

Youth Camp will be held 
from July 24 – July 28 and 
Teen Camp will be from 
July 28 – July 31. More de-
tails will be forthcoming in 
the KJT News and on our 
website as camp gets closer.  

If your kids have friends 
that are not KJT members 
and may be interested in 
joining us for camp, please 
give us a call to see if we 

can assist them in becoming 
a member.

KJT Scholarships

Over the last four years, 
the board has doubled the 
amount that will be award-
ed in college scholarships to 
graduating high school sen-
iors who have been mem-
bers for at least one year as 
of March 1, 2022. $30,000 
is now allocated toward 
the scholarship program. 
We have seen the number 
of scholarship applications 
dwindle in the last few 
years, so I highly encourage 
your high school graduate 
to apply for these scholar-
ships. The deadline to sub-
mit an application for the 
state scholarships is March 
1, 2022.

Additional scholarships 
(the number to be deter-

mined at the annual meeting 
in March) will be available 
through the KJT Memori-
al Foundation for students 
who will continue their ed-
ucation at a vocational or 
technical college. The dead-
line for scholarship applica-
tions is March 1, 2022.

I would once again like 
to wish you a Happy and 
Healthy New Year. With 
God’s blessings, hopefully 
we can get past this pan-
demic and get back to some 
sense of normalcy. Thank 
you for allowing me to serve 
you as the president of KJT. 
I celebrated my 20th anni-
versary with KJT back in 
November and have enjoyed 
every minute of my time 
here. I hope that we can get 
back out and visit with all 
our societies in the upcom-
ing months. Until then… 
God bless!

Month	 Day	 Event
		
January 	 31	 Annual Society Report due
March 	 1	 KJT College Scholarship Forms due
April 2	 3	 2nd Annual KJT North Texas Golf Tournament
April 	 30	 IRS Form 990-N due
May		 7	 Join Hands Day
May		 31	 Catholic School Tuition Grant entry forms due 
June		 14	 Flag Day
June		 15	 KJT Youth & Teen Camp applications due
June		 30	 Officer Member Recruitment application deadline – 1st Period
July		 1	 Seminarian Scholarship applications due
July		 24	 KJT State Family Day
July		 24	 KJT Youth Camp starts – ends July 28th 
July		 28	 KJT Teen Camp starts – ends July 31st
September 	 30 	 KJT Discounted Splashway Season Pass Deadline
October	 TBD	 13th Annual KJT Central Texas Golf Tournament
October	 15	 KJT Annual Tarock Tournament at TCHCC
December	 9	 Deadline for Statewide Charity Project donation
December	 31	 Officer Member Recruitment application deadline – 2nd Period

continued from front

The Czech Ex-Students’ 
Association of Texas, CE-
SAT will have a virtual an-
nual meeting on February 
5, 2022, at 9AM.  The mis-
sion of CESAT is to pre-
serve the Czech language in 
Texas.  Our current efforts 
are to have the Czech lan-
guage taught in Texas high 
schools.   To join the meet-
ing, please email Thadious 
Polasek at polasek29@
gmail.com or Deborah 
Bartley at debbiebartley@
me.com for a link to the 
meeting.  Join the meeting 
to learn about the success-
es and what yet needs to be 
done.

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Annual 
CESAT 
Meeting
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Near or Far We Want You in 72

As we look forward to 2022, we hope that this year offers more opportunities to con-
nect with family, friends, and our Society 72 members. 
 
Our members stretch far beyond the Corpus Christi area, even to other states! It is al-
ways a blessing when we hear from our member far away and get to share what's going 
on in their life.

What's going on?

We want to hear from all our Society 72 members! Please join us on Facebook, KJT 
Society #72 Corpus Christi. We will share on Facebook our updates, KJT perks, and 
how our Society activities can benefit you and the community you live in. 

To catch up with what's going on with us, plan to attend our in-person meetings on 
Sunday March 6th, June 5th, September 11th, and December 4th at 2:00 at the Mora-
vian Hall in Corpus Christi or by Zoom. 

How do I stay in the loop?

By Facebook or participate either in person, online via Zoom from your computer or 
smartphone, or by calling in by phone to the Zoom meeting. We also communicate 
with our society by email and text messages.  Please be sure to send us your email ad-
dress and any updates to your contact information to kjt72cc@gmail.com.

What to expect in 2022?

We want our members to get the most out of their KJT membership and our society 
activities.  We will have incentives throughout the year to encourage participation 
in activities, online challenges, and more, so be sure to follow our Facebook page for 
details. 
We want to make 2022 a fun and engaging year for all our members. You can sign up 
for text reminders by texting @KJT72 to 81010 to be sure you don't miss any import-
ant notices.
Let's continue to grow our society by bring in New Members so we can continue to 
earn Grants and the ability to increase our donations.
God Bless, stay safe and enjoy 2022

Statement
of Financial Condition

30-Sep 31-Dec

Admitted Assets 2021 2020

Cash and Short-Term Investments $ 7,316,720         $ 6,831,206    

Bonds 69,227,153       60,181,946  

Preferred and Common Stock

Mortgage Loans 24,478,313       27,221,749  

Real Estate 740,641            742,150        

Policy Loans 752,528            821,526        

Other Invested Assets 5                         5                    

Accrued Investment Income 1,084,900         946,004        

Premiums and Considerations 3,521                 3,348            

Recoverable from Reinsurance

Write Ins OTI Assets & Misc 43,418               54,069          

Total Admitted Assets $ 103,647,199    $ 96,802,003  

Reserves, Liabilities, and Surplus

Reserves for Certificates $ 94,618,887       $ 88,423,040  

Contract Claims 360,701            357,296        

Liability for Deposit Type Contracts 665,827            664,047        

Provisions for refunds payable 50,624               83,233          

Asset Valuation Reserve 564,669            517,737        

Interest Maintenance Reserve 30,632               8,017            

Miscellaneous Liabilities 353,261            233,518        

Payable for Securities

Total Reserves and Liabilities $ 96,644,601       $ 90,286,888  

Surplus $ 7,002,598         $ 6,515,115    

Total Reserves, Liabilities, & Surplus $ 103,647,199    $ 96,802,003  

Statement
of Financial Condition

Income 2021 2020

Life and Annuity Premium Income $ 7,064,601       $ 5,761,639            

Net Investment Income 3,747,519       3,564,403            

Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve (15,431)           (9,411)                  

Misc Income 41,629            43,931                 

Total Income $ 10,838,318    $ 9,360,562           

Benefits and Expenses

Policy Death Benefits $ 807,557          $ 619,029               

Matured Benefits -                       5,000                   

Annuity Benefits 264,562          909,421               

Disability Benefits

Surrender Benefits 1,930,493       2,360,671            

Interest and Adjustments on Contract Funds 20,709            18,209                 

Increase in Life and Annuity Reserves 6,195,847       3,876,431            

Expenses, Taxes, and Commission Payments 1,065,068       1,103,349            

Increase in loading (328)                 18                         

Total Benefits and Expenses $ 10,283,908    $ 8,892,128           

Net Gain (Loss) From Operations Before Refunds 554,410          468,434               

Refunds to Members 3,900               70,242                 

Net Gain (Loss) From Operations After Refunds $ 550,510          $ 398,192               

Net Realized Capital Gains (Losses) -                       366,450               

Net Income $ 550,510          $ 764,642               

Surplus

Net Income From Operations $ 550,510          $ 764,642               

Change in Net Unrealized Capital Gains (Losses) -                       -                            

Change in Non-Admitted Assets (16,095)           (3,886)                  

Change in Asset Valuation Reserve (46,932)           (43,205)                

Write Ins - Prior Period Adjustment

Net Change in Surplus $ 487,483          $ 717,551               

Surplus - Prior Year $ 6,515,115       $ 5,535,229            

Surplus as of Statement Date $ 7,002,598       $ 6,252,780           

For Quarters Ended September 30

FINANCIALS

Important Reminder For Members

The KJT asks members to always check their certificates  to note if they 
have the:

- proper beneficiaries designated
- current mailing address
- current phone number
- current email address
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Joe and Donna Rychlik will celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary February 12th.  Joe and Donna were married 
on February 12, 1972 at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in 
Frenstat with Fr. Lonnie Urban offi ciating.  They are both 
members of the St. Benedict Society #100 in Caldwell and 
Joe is currently serving as President of the society.  Joe 
and Donna are members of St. Mary Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church in Caldwell where they both serve as mu-
sic ministers.  They are both active volunteers with many 
organizations as well as helping individuals in the commu-
nity.  Donna enjoys quilting, cross stitch and reading, and 
Joe enjoys working in his yard, visiting with friends, and 
listening to polka music.  They both enjoy going to dances 
with their favorite polka bands and the Pack!  They also en-
joy traveling, and have traveled to Europe, The UK, Russia, 
the Caribbean and all 50 states. Joe and Donna are thankful 
for the years God has given them together.

Josh Zapletal (left) receives his 25-year membership pin 
from Society #35 President Joseph Block (center) and KJT 
State Director Tanner Schlottman (right)..

Hostyn KJT Society #3 contributed $1000 toward the Hostyn/Plum Scholarship Fund.  The 
presentation was made at the December Scholarship Breakfast fundraiser to members 
of the committee by the KJT offi cers and members. Those available for the picture, L-R: 
Larry Adamcik, Lorenda Polasek (KJT Member), Joyce Muras (KJT Secretary), Shirley & 
Nick Macik (KJT Members), Doug Janda, Brenda Fietsam (KJT Treasurer), Barbara Wick, 
Dianna Kallus (KJT Reporter), Benedict Kallus (KJT Vice-President), and Johnnie Polasek 
(KJT Member).

The Hostyn KJT Society #3 presented a donation $200 to St. Rose of Lima Catholic School 
in Schulenburg from the Religious Education Grant they received from the KJT Home Of-
fi ce.  The funds will be used toward the purchase of additional Religion class materials, 
including student Bibles. Hostyn Society members Dillon, Luke and Brielle Goedrich at-
tend St. Rose and were included in the presentation.  Their parents are Neal and Laurie 
Goedrich. Back (L-R) KJT Reporter Dianna Kallus, Principal Rosanne Gallia, and KJT Vice 
President Benedict Kallus. Front (L-R) Dillon Goedrich (7th Grade), Brielle Goedrich (2nd 
grade), and Luke Goedrich (3rd grade).

KJT IN ACTION

KJT Society #3 Presents Donation to Scholarship Fund

Society #3 Donates to St. Rose of Lima Catholic School

Rychliks Celebrate 50th Wedding Anniversary

Zapletal Receives his 25-Year Pin



Page 10	 Catholic Union Of Texas           News		  January 2022

KJT Society #100 held their Brazos Valley Food for Families 
Drive on December 1, 2021 in the St. Mary’s Parish Hall.  KJT 
Society 100 Members presented a $100 donation check to 
the BV Food for Families in addition to the food donations.  
(l-r) KJT Society #100 member Maurice Jurena, (Sec/Treas) 
Louemma Polansky and (Pres) Joe Rychlik.

St. Benedict KJT Society 100 (Caldwell) held their 2021 Breakfast With Santa fundraiser 
and bake sale which was held in the St. Mary’s PAC on Saturday, December 4, 2021.  Pic-
tured are all of the KJT #100 Society members who worked and attended this annual event 
with Santa.

East Bernard KJT St. Wenceslaus Society #40 and East Bernard KJZT St. Anne Society #30, 
held their annual Christmas party Tuesday, December 14, 2021. 
Members and guests brought non-perishable items that were given to the Giving Tree, 
sponsored by CDA Court #1108 and Holy Cross Church in East Bernard. 
Attending the party (left to right) KJZT Past State Director Arlene Cloyd; Society Secretary 
Julia Kubes; Society Treasurer Donna Vacek; Society President Angeline Grigar; KJT #40 
member Rev. Stephen Vacek, pastor at Holy Cross Church in Bay City; Society Vice-Presi-
dent Sandy Logan; Society Treasurer Mark Dujka; Society President Edwin C. Marik; State 
Director Margaret Holik; and State Director Michael Reznicek.

Charles and Ellen Zdansky in Corpus Christi KJT Society 
#72 presented Father Tomas at St Thomas Moor a check 
for $500.00 from their Bakeless Bake Sale.

KJT IN ACTION

Society #100 Held Breakfast With Santa Fundraiser

KJT Society #40 Annual Christmas Party

KJT Society #100 Food Drive

KJT Society #72 Presents Check
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KJT St. Wenceslaus 
Society #40 and KJZT St. 
Anne Society #30 of East 
Bernard held their 18th 
Annual Memorial Service 
on Tuesday, Nov. 9 with 
Chaplain Rev. Charles E. 
Otsiwah presiding. Prior to 
the service, Tim and Lora 
Faltysek led the Rosary. 
Society members served as 
Greeters, altar servers, lec-
tor, and Eucharistic minis-
ter. Dianne Viktorin and the 
Wisdom Choir provided the 
music. 

A special table was dis-

played with candles rep-
resenting each deceased 
member for the past five 
years and two larger can-
dles representing all de-
ceased members from the 
two societies.

KJT Society President 
Edwin C. Marik and KJZT 
Society Secretary Julia 
Kubes read the name of 
each deceased member at 
which time a family mem-
ber, or the candle lighter as-
sistant, lit a candle in honor 
of the deceased members. 

Following the service a 

social was held at Riverside 
Hall. A meal of beef tips 
with trimmings, along with 
homemade desserts was 
served. 

Special guests were, 
KJT State Director Marga-
ret Holik, KJT State Direc-
tor and Activity Manager 
Michael Resnicek, KJZT 
State Director Edith Stried-
er, and Past State Director 
Arlene Cloyd. 

Door Prizes were given 
to complete the evening.  

Deceased Members

KJZT 
Anna Klimicek
Judy Kubes Hartfield
Shirley Willrich
Marie “Isabel” Matusek
Delores Herzik Svatek
Clara Kostka
Irene Hebenak Svatek
Joyce M. Randolph
Sidonia Janis Miller
Lydia Orsak Stelzel
Celestine Kucera
Bessie Hlavinka
Agnes Litvik
Leona Tydlacka
Helen Dusek
John Joseph Grigar, IV
Leona Shimek 
Louis Srubar
Mary Ann Kubena
Adella Morris
Annette Novak
Marie Vacek
Patricia Kresta
 Ann Doris Kopecky
Marth Ballou
Sophie Korenek
Florence Hlozek
Dorothy Schroeder
Frank Kubes, Jr. 
Patricia Sablatura
Lillian Tamborello
Mary “Marie” Gee
Bernice Kopecky
Joyce Janik
Cynthia Sellers
Annie Heimann
Betty Jo Mican
Marie Hrncir
Gloria Buxkemper
Irene Moore
Lillian Marek
Josephine Mikeska
Geraldine Kretek
Gertrude Kretek
Anna Marie Melnar

Delores Koenig
Sylvia Preisler
Agnes Minks
Beatrice Fojtik
Mary Tylacka
*Single candle lit for all 

deceased.

KJT
Stephen Macha
Alphonse Vacek
Daniel Vacek
Joseph “Jody” Polak
Anthony Hlavinka
Sylvester “Syl” Kramr
Eugene “Gene” Marik
John P. Marek
Joe G. Stasney
John Joseph Girgar, IV
James Dusek
Evelyn Kubicek
Marvin B. Polasek
Raymond A. Dusek
Benedict “Bennie” Beran
LeeRoy A. Janik
Daniel C. King
Bernice Kopecky
Mark A Hlavinka
Gloria Buxkemper
James E. Ryza
Vernon W. Sulak
Charlie C. Borak
Margaret Smaistrla
Lee Hillmann, Jr. 
Bennie Kubicek
Jerome Kucera
Larry Minks
Agnes Minks
Patricia Kolafa
Eugene “Gene” Bartosh
Sylverster “Syl” Hlavinka
Albert Smaistrla
*Single candle lit for all 

deceased.

Ronnie Grigar, Society #40 member, lights a candle for his great uncle Alphonse Vacek, 
cousin Daniel Vacek, and nephew John Joseph Grigar, IV, as candle lighter assistant Soci-
ety #40 Treasurer Dennis Victorin looks on.

18th Annual Memorial Service Held for KJT Society #40 & KJZT Society #30

KJT IN ACTION

Society #43, Wied
Vaclav A. Netardus
Jerome H. Gillar

Society #50, Penelope
Patrick A. Svacina

Society #81, Poth
Benedict J. Janacek

Society #102, San Antonio
Ronald L. Trial

Society #121, 
Katy-Spring Branch

Eugene A Kallus

75-Year Membership
January 2022
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KJT Society #40 presented State Directors Margaret Holik and Michael Reznicek a check 
for the State 3 statewide charities in the amount of $533.00. Pictured left to right are State 
Director Michael Reznicek, State Director Margaret Holik, Society #40 President Edwin C. 
Marik, and Society #40 Treasurer Kim Tielke.

The Hostyn KJT Society #3 presented a $200 donation to Sacred Heart Catholic School in 
La Grange from the Religious Education Grant they received from the KJT Home Offi ce.  
The funds will be used to purchase text for each family in their school to help them inte-
grate the Gospel and attend/participate in Mass more often and in a deep meaningful way.
Back (L-R):  KJT Treasurer Brenda Fietsam, Sacred Heart Principal LaDonna Voelkel, KJT 
Vice-President Benedict Kallus, KJT Reporter Dianna Kallus and KJT Secretary Joyce Mu-
ras.Front (L-R) Kirtley Kallus (3rd grade), Krislee Kallus (2nd grade), and Kenlie Jo Kallus 
(5th grade).  The three sisters are students of Sacred Heart School and are members of the 
Hostyn KJT.  Their parents are Steven and Lori Ann Kallus, also members of the Hostyn 
KJT. 

KJT Society #72 Secretary Connie Williams presented Sts. 
Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church (SSCM) Religious Ed-
ucation Coordinator Kiki Garcia with a $500 check. Socie-
ty #72 split the Bakeless Bake Sale and KJT Home Offi ce 
Matching Grant donation this year between 3 Churches and 
SSCM was one of the new recipients.

Charles and Ellen Zdansky in Corpus Christi Society #72 
presented St. Joseph Catholic Church a $500.00 check 
from their Bakeless Bake and KJT Matching Grant from the 
home offi ce.  Society #72 split their donation this year be-
tween 3 Churches and St Joseph was one of the new recip-
ients.  Debra accepted our check for Rev. Rogel B Rosali-
nas, SOLT. She was very grateful for receiving the donation.

KJT IN ACTION

KJT Society #40 Presents Statewide Charities Check SSCM Receives Check from Society #72

KJT Society #3 Presents Check to Sacred Heart School

Society #72 Presents Check to St. Joseph
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St. Stephen’s KJT #112 
Austin

Sarah Vitek, Reporter

The meeting of St. Ste-
phen’s KJT #112 was held 
on Tuesday, December 
14, 2021 at Ted and Sarah 
Vitek’s home.  President 
Michael Hyzak opened the 
meeting with a prayer fol-
lowed by the Pledge of Al-
legiance.  

The secretary and treas-
urer’s reports were present-
ed.  VP Annie Hyzak had no 
correspondence at this time.

Along with the KJZT 
#93, we were able to have 
our annual in-person Christ-
mas party this year.  It was 
a successful event with over 
100 members and guests.  A 
delicious meal with enter-
tainment and Santa made 
for a very fun evening for 
all.

Kenneth Klanika indicat-
ed that we had a better turn-
out this year for our raffle 
mailout.  

The President appointed 
an Audit Committee con-
sisting of Stephanie Hyzak, 

Susan Zurovetz and Ted 
Vitek.  The Budget & Fi-
nance Committee consists 
of Stephanie Hyzak, Dar-
lene Vitek and Sarah Vitek.  
Both committees will give 
their report at the February 
meeting.

The current officers 
were gracious enough to 
serve another term and 
were re-elected by accla-
mation.  They are President 
Michael Hyzak, Vice-Presi-
dent Anne Hyzak, Secretary 
– Louri O’Leary, Treasur-
er – Kenneth Klanika, Re-

porter – Sarah Vitek.  Ted 
Vitek thanked everyone for 
a job well done in the past 
and for stepping up to serve 
the membership for another 
year.  

President Hyzak in-
formed the members that 
the 43rd KJT Convention 
will be July 15-17, 2022 in 
College Station.  We will 
elect our delegates at the 
February meeting.

The next society meet-
ing will be on FEBRUARY 
8,  2022  at 6:30 p.m. at a 
place TBD.   The rest of the 

meetings dates for 2022 are 
May 10, September 13 and 
December 13.

The meeting adjourned 
with a closing prayer.  

The raffle drawing was 
then conducted and the 
winners were Sarah Vitek, 
Rebecca Rychlik, Wesley 
Motloch and Hunter Mot-
loch.  Jr. members did the 
drawing.  Thanks to all the 
members for their generous 
support to the Statewide 
Charity, which is a very 
worthwhile cause.

KJT Society #119   La 
Marque          

KJT Society #119 (La 
Marque) had a very suc-
cessful bake sale and raf-
fle fundraiser on Novem-
ber 14, 2021 at Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church in 
La Marque.  The bake sale 
was our matching grant 
fundraiser designated for 
Kids Unlimited in Pearland.  
Following the fundraiser, 

the society enjoyed lunch 
and had a meeting.  During 
the meeting President Mike 
Reznicek presented Mon-
signor James Anderson with 
his KJT policy.  Monsignor 
is our newest member and 
will also serve as our asso-
ciate chaplain.  

Election of 2022 officers 
took place and the follow-
ing were elected:

President – Mike 
Reznicek

Vice President – Cindy 
Quintela

Treasurer – Melba 
Reznicek

Secretary – Janis Wright
The following meeting 

dates were sent for 2022:  
March 13, June 12, Sep-
tember 11 and November 
20.  Our bake sale and raf-
fle will also take place on 
November 20.  The society 
Christmas party will be held 
on December 4, 2022.

On December 5, 2021 
our society had our Christ-
mas party and covered dish 
luncheon.  A cookie ex-
change and goodie bags 
were part of the fun.  We also 
had a skit with St. Nicholas, 
the angel and the devil.  

Kids Unlimited Vice 
President Ken Kaspar and 
Representative Beatriz Gon-
zalez joined us for the party 
and accepted our matching 
grant donation check of 

$2,000. 
A $250 check presenta-

tion was made to Queen of 
Peace Pastor Monsignor 
James Anderson and Reli-
gious Education Director 
Roger Frost.  This was the 
religious education grant 
from the KJT home office. 

A separate presentation 
of a $300 check was made 
to Donny VanAckeren of 
the Galveston County Food 
Bank.  

Minutes of KJT #130 
meeting held Sunday De-
cember 12, 2021, Also KJT 
Christmas party.

 Attendees:  Frances Gon-
zalez, Bonnie Keller, Doris 
Gonzalez, Deborah Currey, 
Mary Ruiz, Cecilia Whitley, 
Olga Colmenero

 Deborah opened the 
meeting with a welcome and 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Doris 
said the opening prayer.

 Olga read the minutes of 
the KJT meeting held Octo-
ber 3, 2021.  Doris motioned 
and Bonnie seconded to ac-
cept the minutes as read.

Treasurer Brenda is to 
pay and reimburse Doris for 
purchase of drinks for party.  
Brenda will also write out 
checks for officers for year 
2021.

 Deborah requested that I 
check the amount sent in the 
past to the Retired Religious 
in order to send check for the 
year.

 Deborah received a letter 
from Religious Education 
Director Lily to send to the 
KJT office for $250. grant 
award.

 KJT Christmas caroling 
will take place next Sunday, 

visiting homes of recent fam-
ily members who have passed 
away.  Deborah to check 
which homes to visit.

 Deborah thanked Doris 
for bringing drinks for the 
party.

 As participation of 'join 
hands' event, Deborah sug-
gested giving the religious 
education teachers a gift.  
After a short discussion on 
what type of gift, Deborah 
motioned and Olga second-
ed to give teachers a single 
rose with a thank you note at-
tached.  Bonnie volunteered 
to print thank you notes and 

Deborah to order the roses. 
Several of us are to meet lat-
er in the evening to prepare 
gifts.

Deborah reminded every-
one to work on preparing their 
volunteer hours to include in 
annual report to KJT.  Some 
activities mentioned may in-
clude:  community service, 
taking Holy Communion to 
the homebound, preparing 
items for Confirmation stu-
dents, flag distribution, East-
er candle, Crowning of Mary, 
preparing gifts for teachers, 
sausage wrap run, Statue and 
blankets raffle, Fiesta crown 

activity, and baking cakes for 
fiesta, Turkey bingo, and oth-
er events, helping at Fiesta, 
sandwiches and candy bags 
for posadas, to name a few.

 Election of officers for 
2022 are as follows:  Cecilia 
- President, Deborah - Vice 
president, Olga - Secretary, 
Brenda - Treasurer.

 Meeting dates for upcom-
ing year to be announced at 
the January 2022 meeting.

 Deborah ended the meet-
ing with a prayer to Saint Te-
resa.

 Olga Colmenero, secre-
tary

MEETING MINUTES
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Report of Society #31, 
West

November 14, 2021

West Society #31 held a 
meeting on Sunday, Novem-
ber 14, 2021, after the 8:00 
a.m. Mass.    

President Michael 
Kraemer welcomed every-
one and led the opening 
prayer and the Pledge of Al-
legiance. Secretary Sandy 
Kidwell then read the min-
utes from the October meet-
ing.  The minutes were ap-
proved as read.

Georgie Nors and Bella 
Kidwell won the attendance 
prizes.

Robert Nors gave his 

treasurer’s report.  
Sherry Pavlas reported 

she had no correspondence, 
but she will send a get-well 
card to Charlie Nemec.

President Kraemer read 
a Thank you letter for the 
money donated to the Bridge 
Builders Fund.

He also received a letter 
from the Home Office about 
the Religious Retirement 
Fund and also 

the upcoming events for 
next year.

For Officers report, 
Sandy Kidwell reported 
about the Red-C Catholic 
Radio Fund Raiser held

at the KC Hall. She stated 
it is a good way to advertise 

for KJT to get our name out.
Under old business:  Is 

to look at Fryers for the Fish 
Fund Raiser. Also discussed 
is the upcoming Christmas 
Party on Sunday, December 
12. Bush’s Fried Chicken 
and Sausage with mashed 
potatoes, gravy, and corn 
will be served around noon.  
KJT will have a meeting 
starting around 11:15 a.m.  

President Kraemer asked 
the members to bring either 
a Salad or Dessert.  Also raf-
fle prizes for kids and adults 
would be appreciated.  The 
KJT will get the oranges & 
apples, and the KJZT will 
get the candy and will bag 
the goodies to get ready for 

Santa and his elf’s visit.  
Sherry Pavlas stated 

there will be a memorial for 
the deceased KJT & KJZT 
members who died in 2020 
and 2021.  Also the members 
who have received their 25, 
50, and 75 year pins this year 
and last year will be named 
& presented a rose, if pres-
ent.

President Kraemer stated 
that next year in July will be 
the KJT Convention in Col-
lege Station.

Our Society #31 will 
have 8 delegates.  Members 
who can be delegates need 
to have attended 50% of the 
meetings.  Sherry Pavlas 
stated that she will have this 

information at the January 
meeting and the delegates 
will be elected then.

There was no new busi-
ness.  Members were re-
minded that KJT needs more 
new members.     

Raffle prize winners were 
Mike Kidwell and Sher-
ry Pavlas.  Members were 
reminded that next month 
the meeting will be held at 
11:15 on Sunday, December 
12th at Tours Hall, followed 
by the meal, Santa’s visit, 
memorial program, & door 
prize drawing.

A motion was made to 
adjourn the meeting.  Sherry 
Pavlas led the closing prayer.

On Monday, February 14, 
2022, Bishop Brendan Cahill 
of the Diocese of Victoria 
will celebrate Mass starting 
at 10:30 am in Dubina, Tex-
as.  On this occasion he will 
designate Saints Cyril and 
Methodius Catholic Church 
as a diocesan place of pil-
grimage to give glory to God, 

to honor the Apostles to the 
Slavs and the Czech immi-
grants who brought the Faith 
to Texas given to them by the 
two brother saints.  (These 
saints created an alphabet that 
gave literary [written] birth to 
the Slavic language used in 
their mission to the Moravi-
ans in 863 A. D. to evangelize 

and convert the pagans to our 
Faith.)  

The designation by the 
Bishop will include atten-
dant indulgences allowed by 
Canon Law for pilgrims vis-
iting the church and offering 
prayers of worship, thanks-
giving, reparation, or peti-
tion. The church in Dubina 

was selected since it was the 
first parish founded in Texas 
under the patronage of Saints 
Cyril and Methodius.  The 
saints feast day is celebrated 
in the United States on Feb-
ruary 14th. 

The celebration will con-
tinue with lunch after Mass 
in the church hall.  The Czech 

Catholic Foundation of Texas 
and the parishioners extend 
an invitation to all interested 
Catholics, or non, to attend 
both the Mass and lunch-
eon.  To provide an estimate 
for food preparation please 
call (832) 437-4077 or email 
mmarek1212@gmail.com.

Felix Leonardi – Secre-
tary

KJT 134, St. William, 
Round Rock, TX

December 4, 2021
 
Officer in attendance: 

Tina Risinger (President), 
Leon Barton (Vice Presi-
dent), Janie Zbranek (Treas-
urer), Felix Leonardi (Secre-
tary)

KJT 134 Christmas gath-
ering on 12-4-21:

The KJT Christmas 

meeting took place at St. 
William parish hall.  88 
family members attended. 
We had the meal catered by 
Pok-e-Jo’s BBQ.

Fr. Francisco Rodriguez 
III, our pastor, officiat-
ed opening prayer and the 
blessing of the food. 

Holiday gifts were pre-
sented to Monsignor Louis 
Pavlicek and Fr. Francisco.

Leon presided the meet-
ing with the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the flag

Thanks to Jim Unruh 
with Christmas cheer as a 
Santa.

Election of 2022 KJT 
134 officers - Tina, Leon, 
Janie, and Felix will serve 
another term.  Motion ac-
cepted by Chris Lively and 
second by Erin Risinger.

KJT 134 presented a 
check for $300 for priest 
retirement fund to Shirley 
Pokorney, our State Direc-
tor.  We are officially a $100 
M company.

Congratulation to Dennis 
Lazek for 75-year member-
ship pin recipient. The date 
was Sep-4th.

KJT 134 society of St. 
William, Round Rock span 
33 years of service.  KJT 
134 was started in 1988. 
Leon and Margaret Barton 
have been serving and lead-
ing the society faithfully for 
33 years. There was no due 
collected in 2021.  A $6 due 
will be collected for 2022.

A plaque from home of-

fice was given to Brandon 
Kelso in honor of Julie

 Treasury report from 
Janie Zbranek was read.  
Motion accepted by Chris 
Lively and second by Emily 
Risinger.

Erin and Emily Risinger 
approve the motion of the 
last meeting minutes.

The Christmas caroling 
was after door prizes and 
priest retirement fund draw-
ing.

Merry Christmas

MEETING MINUTES

Saints Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church Pilgrimage Mass Will Be Held on February 14



Page 15	 Catholic Union Of Texas           News		  January 2022

Henry David Netardus 
was born on December 29, 
1937, in Atascosa County, 
to J. J. Netardus and Eliz-
abeth Kallus Netardus. He 
went to his heavenly home 
on August 10, 2021, at his 
home in Canyon Lake, in 
the midst of his family.

Henry married Flor-
ence Bartosh on October 
9, 1965, with whom he 
shared 55 years of married 
life, and three children: 
Henry Jr, (Karyn), Ken-
neth (Hillary) and Annette 
Westbrook (Russell). The 
biggest joy of his life was 
his grandchildren, Mead-
ow, Ailee Sean, Matthew, 
Kory and Stella Marie, 
with whom he shared many 
Daisy Duck adventures. 
Henry and Florence were 
fortunate to share traveling 
to Colorado, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Utah, Louisiana, 
Florida and Alaska. He par-
ticularly enjoyed cruises to 
Alaska and the Caribbean.

Henry was very proud 
of his Atascosa origins, 
and served his communi-
ty in many different ways: 
official National Weath-
er Service reporter, Rab-
bit Superintendent of the 
Atascosa Junior Livestock 
Show, President of Jourda-
nton Little League, Presi-
dent of Jourdanton Athletic 

Boosters, President of Jour-
danton Chamber of Com-
merce, was chosen 1970 
Jourdanton Man of the Year 
and awarded the Lifetime 
Achievement by the Jour-
danton Chamber of Com-
merce.

Henry’s Catholic faith 
was very important to him, 
and through the years he 
served his church as a cat-
echism teacher, choir direc-
tor, lector, music minister, 
chair of the St. Matthew an-
nual picnic, member of the 
Czech Day committee, and 
always answered the call 
when his parish called.

Henry was very active 
in the Czech Catholic Un-
ion of Texas, the KJT, serv-
ing at various times as the 
President, Secretary and 
Treasurer of the local so-
ciety, camp counselor for 
KJT summer camp and ul-
timately as State Director 
for many years.

Henry is survived by his 
wife, children and grand-
children, his sister, Mar-
cella Dornak, his brother, 
Robert Netardus and nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews, and grand nephews 
and nieces. He was preced-
ed in death by his father 
and mother, and sister and 
brothers, Louise Biediger, 
Bernadette Loring, Rita 
Vyvlecka, John Netardus 
and Blaise Netardus.

A visitation will take 
place on Thursday, Novem-
ber 18, 2021, at Hurley Fu-
neral Home, from 5:00 pm 
to 7:00 pm with a rosary to 
be recited at 7:00 pm.  On 
Friday, November 19, 2021, 
a mass will be held at St. 
Matthew Catholic Church, 

starting at 10:00 am fol-
lowed by inurnment at St. 
Matthew Cemetery.

in lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society 
online at Donate Today | 
The American Cancer Soci-
ety, to the Jourdanton Pub-
lic Library at 1101 Camp-
bell Ave., or to the Atascosa 
County Knights of Colum-
bus Scholarship Fund # 
3266 at  218 Greenlawn Ave

Pleasanton TX 78064.
If you wish to share a 

memory, leave condolenc-
es, or sign the guestbook, 
please go to www.hurleyfu-
neralhome.com

Pictured from left to right are KJT #13 President Anthony 
Harper and Fr. Matthew Huehlefeld of St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church in Yoakum. On behalf of KJT headquarters, Mr. 
Harper presented a $500 COVID relief check to Fr. Matthew.

Society #29 held their last meeting of 2021 and their Christmas party on December 12. The 
Christmas party was celebrated with members of Society #29 KJZT. Fried chicken, many 
delicious sides and dessert were enjoyed by everyone. 
Society #29 KJT officers for 2022.  L to R: Paul Franek, Chaplain; Doris Sodolak, Corre-
spondence Secretary; Shane Eschenburg, President; Laura Eschenburg, Vice President; 
Justin Eschenburg, Secretary; Emily Eschenburg, Youth Director; Val Eschenburg,
Treasurer.

KJT IN ACTION

Netardus

Society #13 Presents Covid Grant Check

KJT Society #29 Holds Christmas Party
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Hello to all of you!  KJT 
Ennis #35 has been busier 
these last few months.  On 
May 15th we participated 
in a Parish Project celebrat-
ing the 300th anniversary of 
the Beatification of St. John 
Nepomucky.  In real time 
with the Navalis festivities 
under the Charles Bridge in 
Prague the church bells rang 
300 times in honor of Saint 
John of Nepomuk.  From the 
church we went to the Sokol 

hall for dinner and music. On 
May 28-30th we celebrated 
the National Polka Festival 
at the hall and had a great 
attendance coming out of 
the pandemic.  To start the 
festival off we held our flag 
ceremony on Thursday in 
honor of Memorial Day.  We 
had many members and vet-
erans attend while we raised 
the flag and listened to Dan-
ny Zapletal play the Star 
Spangled Banner.  Above is 

a picture of the ladies mak-
ing kolache for the weekend.  
We also had a combination 
chili cook off and a “Friend 
In Need” medical benefit 
for one of our members that 
was a huge success.  Many 
friends, family and members 
attended and helped out a 
friend and fellow member. 

In our August meeting 
Josh Zapletal was award-
ed his 25 year pin and in 
November we hosted the 
Bartered Bride Opera from 
North Texas University.  The 
opera drew some new faces 
that we were so glad to see.  
In November and December 
we had our Halloweed and 
Christmas parties.  The Youth 
Christmas party was com-
bined with the adults Christ-
mas party after our yearly 
end of year meeting and 
election of officers.  We had 
a huge turn out of youth who 
were excited to visit and get a 
picture with Santa after.

KJT Ennis would like 
to wish you all a happy and 
healthy New Year.

Yvonne Zapletal

KJT Society #46, La Grange, presented their matching grant 
funds to Principal LaDonna Voelkel of Sacred Heart Catho-
lic School in La Grange. Thank you to all who supported the 
bake sale and made this donation possible! Pictured L- R: 
Society Secretary Linda Templin, LaDonna Voelkel, Treas-
urer Gailynne Zapalac.

KJT IN ACTION

Updates From KJT Society #35, Ennis

El Campo KJT Society #84 President Robert Leopold pres-
ents the society’s $250 Priest & Religious Retirement Fund 
donation to KJT State Director Margaret Holik.

Society #84 Presents Donation

KJT Society #46 Presents Matching Grant



Page 17	 Catholic Union Of Texas           News		  January 2022

Youth were excited to show off their door prizes at the Corpus Christi KJT Society #72 
Christmas meeting and party. Several also won at Bingo. Left to Right: Kinsley Johnson, 
Kendall Williams, Parker Williams, Kyla Johnson & Alana Williams.

Corpus Christi KJT Society #72 gave all youth attending the Christmas meeting and party 
a $10 gift. Left to Right: Kyla Johnson, Parker Williams, Kendall Williams, Kinsley Johnson, 
Alana Williams and Darren Mladenka.

Kids Unlimited Vice President Ken Kaspar accepting our 
matching donation check from Society #119 President Mike 
Reznicek and Vice President Cindy Quintela.

Galveston County Food Bank President & CEO Donny Va-
nAckeren accepting a donation check from Society #119 
President Mike Reznicek and Vice President Cindy Quin-
tela.

Queen of Peace Pastor Monsignor James Anderson and Religious Education Director 
Roger Frost accepting the KJT home office religious education grant check from Society 
#119 President Mike Reznicek and Vice President Cindy Quintela

KJT IN ACTION

KJT Society #72 Holds Christmas Party

Society #119 Presents Religious Education Grant

KJT Society #119 Donates to 
Galveston County Food Bank

Kids Unlimited Recieves Donation 
From KJT Society #119
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Everyone had a great time at the annual KJT Society #121 Christmas party/meeting on December 05,2021 at St. Jerome Activity Center.
Thanks to all who helped with organizing this event. Joining us were KJT Society #56, KJZT Societies #114 and #32.

Left to right, Lilly Carreno,  DRE of Sacred Heart of Elgin, 
accepts the $250 KJT State Religious Education Grant 
money provided by KJT Home Office to KJT Society #130. 
Standing next is Treasurer Brenda Pina,  Secretary Olga 
Colmenero and Vice President and Society Representative 
Deborah Currey.

Holy Cross Catholic 
School in Bay City held 
their annual Veteran’s Day 
Program on November 12, 
2021. The staff and children 
honored the veterans with 
a veterans’ drive-by at the 
school. Bay City KJT Socie-
ty #139 Secretary/Treasurer 
Vincent Nemec and Cynthia 
Nemec, KJT State Director, 
donated flags from the KJT 

state office to the school 
in honor of their daughter, 
Technical Sergeant Steph-
anie (Nemec) Soares, who is 
currently serving in the U.S. 
Space Force. Stephanie is a 
Holy Cross School alum-
ni and member of Society 
#139. The flags were also 
donated in memory of Staff 
Sergeant Charles R. Nemec, 
who served in the U.S. Army, 

and Staff Sergeant Edward 
L. Dorotik Sr., who served 
in the U.S. Air Force. The 
picture above shows some 
of the students at the school 
waving their flags to hon-
or the veterans during the 
drive-by. Society #139 and 
Holy Cross School wishes to 
thank Cynthia and Vincent 
Nemec for their donation.

KJT Society #121 Held Christmas Party and Meeting on December 5, 2021

Holy Cross Holds Veteran’s Day ProgramSociety #130 Presents Religious Education Grant

KJT IN ACTION
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It seems like it’s been a long time but here is Society 132 in 
Pflugerville preparing pancakes for Breakfast with Santa.   
KJT played an important role in making this event a great 
success serving over two hundred joyous customers.  Deli-
cious, golden pancakes were prepared by Craig Romick on 
Sunday 6, 2021.

Jim Krahula, Society 132 President on right and Brett Hudson on left are shown preparing 
a batch of scrambled eggs for hungry customers.  Other workers helping were Paul Detzel, 
Angela Hudson, Clara Hudson, and Shirley Pokerney.  KJT Society 132 has several events 
planned for 2022.

Society #132 Prepares Pancakes for Breakfast With Santa
KJT IN ACTION

Society #3, Hostyn
Audrey Arlene Cernoch

Ethan Paul Heinrich
Blane Michael Heinrich

Society #28, Granger
Colby Jacob Hajda

Society #29, Frydek
Williams Frank Sodolak, Jr.

Suzanne Sodolak
Austin Michael Young

Society #31, West
Cody Wayne Kraemer

Society #35, Ennis
Jerry Kin Wester

Society #43, Wied
Christopher Vanek
Reid Allan Leopold

Society #46, La Grange
Miranda Faye Brugger
Matthew Allen Brugger

Colt Sterling Callis

Society #71, Ganado
Austin Travis Johnson

Society #72, Corpus Christi
Dawn Marie Pesek

Society #80, Sealy
Daniel Ray Cano, Jr. 

Society #111, Dallas
David Keith Reeves

Society #128, Killeen
Willie Walter Daude

25-Year Membership
January 2022

Society #1, Praha
Bruce E. Okruhlik

Society #3, Hostyn
Rodney W. Muras

Society #14, Bryan
David W. Martin

Society #23, Plum
Stephen W. Belota

Society #28, Granger
Dean P. Tesmer

Society #31, West
Paul Michael Sulak
Paul Michale Sulak
David J. Polansky

Society #35, Ennis
Clinton R. Nash

Frank J. La Scala, Jr.
Gary L. Kriska

Society #40, East Bernard
Travis R. Hennecke

Society #50, Penelope
Lawrence J. Mynarcik

Society #72, Corpus Christi
Paul W. Polasek

Society #79, Hungerford
Wayne E. Miculka

Society #81, Poth
Gregory W. Vajdos

Society #84, El Campo
Eric J. Dornak

Society #101, Danbury
Anthony E. Vrazel

Society #122, Freeport
Eugene J. Drozd

50-Year Membership
January 2022
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STATE OFFICERS
The Very Rev. Robert E. (Bob) Knippenberg, V.F., Pastor

Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church, Frelsburg, TX
St. Roch Catholic Churc, Mentz, TX

1031 Church Lane, New Ulm, Texas 78950-5127
Office 979/732-3430 or Cell 361/772-5086

rknippenberg@victoriadiocese.org

Christopher L. Urban, State President
P. O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945

Business 979/968-5877  
president@kjtnet.org

David M. Wagner, State Vice President
P.O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945

Business 979/968-5877 • Cell 979/250-3282
insurance@kjtnet.org

Kevin D. Kana, State Treasurer & Secretary
P.O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945

Business 979/968-5877 
treasurer@kjtnet.org

Philip J. Hundl, State Attorney
Wadler, Perches, Hundl & Kerlick 

101 W. Burleson St., Wharton, Texas 77488
Business: 979/532-3871 
phundl@wphk-law.com

STATE DIRECTORS
Tanner Schlottman

406 W. Gilmer St., Ennis, Texas 75519-2412
tannersch@msn.com

Margaret Hanslik
121 CR 193A, Moulton, Texas 77975-4809

 mhanslik@gmail.com

Shirley Pokorney
10100 Bennett-Pokorney Lane, Manor, Texas 78653-4706

pokorneyshirley@aol.com

Thomas Arellano
308 Arabian Colt Dr, Georgetown, TX  78626-4770 

thomaslarellano@yahoo.com

Margaret Holik
1828 County Road 382, Louise, Texas 77455-4160

mgholik@yahoo.com

Michael Reznicek
3870 FM 949, Cat Spring, Texas 78933

mareznicek5@gmail.com

Cynthia Nemec
2724 State Hwy 71, Bay City, Texas 77414

Cynthianemec28@gmail.com

KJT FRATERNAL ACTIVITY MANAGER
Michael Reznicek

3870 FM 949, Cat Spring, Texas 78933
mareznicek5@gmail.com
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Did you know that the 
Czech name for meat 
filled pastry is actually 

KLOBASNIK?

CZECH FACT


	KJT_0122_01
	KJT_0122_02
	KJT_0122_03
	KJT_0122_04
	KJT_0122_05
	KJT_0122_06
	KJT_0122_07
	KJT_0122_08
	KJT_0122_09
	KJT_0122_10
	KJT_0122_11
	KJT_0122_12
	KJT_0122_13
	KJT_0122_14
	KJT_0122_15
	KJT_0122_16
	KJT_0122_17
	KJT_0122_18
	KJT_0122_19
	KJT_0122_20

