
Many Hands Make Light Work
When Immaculate Heart can reopen to welcome 
retreatants (date still unknow) for Days of Prayer 
and retreats, our first event will be a Contemplation 
in Action Retreat. We need your help to ready 
bedrooms, rehang crucifixes and pictures, and reset 
statuary throughout the house.  There will be no cost 
to attend.  If you are interested call 448-1224 ext. 100 
and leave your name and best way to contact you.  

6910 South Ben Burr Road
Spokane, WA 99223

Phone: (509) 448–1224
Fax: (509) 448-1623

Website: www.ihrc.net

The People of God owe a debt of gratitude to a few individuals who over the past several years have served 
with generosity and dedication on the IHRC Strategic Planning Committee: Sister Sharon Bongiorno, FSPA, 
Brian Kraut, Randy LaPlante, Bobbie League, Chris Mansfield, Fr. Mike Savelesky, Martin Weber, and Michelle 
Wheatley. Their counsel, insights, and zeal for enhancing the spiritual enrichment of others have been a 
genuine blessing as Immaculate Heart sets a course for reopening in a post-COVID world. God bless them!

Strategic Planning Committee CommendationStrategic Planning Committee Commendation

(Once the Building Reopens)
Daily Mass - 8:00 a.m.

Adoration Fridays
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Televised Mass
7:00 a.m., Noon and 6:00 p.m. Sunday

Comcast Channel 14
or on our website

Liturgical ServicesLiturgical Services

Participate in a Virtual Retreat every day.

Find Deacon John’s Daily 
Reflections online at www.
ihrc.net or sign up to receive 
them daily by e-mail.

 Summer Barbeques 

Connect with a priest of our diocese over a summer 
barbecue with beer and wine. Enjoy a talk from him over 
dessert and coffee in the soft breeze on Immaculate 
Heart Retreat Center’s Sunset Terrace. (Mass begins at 
5:30 PM; departure at 7:45 PM)

Divine Mercy on Display: Do we believe it? 
Come hear Divine Mercy from one of Pope Francis’ 
designated Ministers of Mercy
Msgr. Robert Pearson
Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Update on the Pope and His Renewal 
of the Roman Curia
The Pope and the Curia: are they friends? ...
More to come!
Msgr. John Steiner
Tuesday, July 9, 2019
 
Morning Star Boys Ranch: 
The First 50 Years and Beyond
A privileged view of one of the most influential youth 
ministries in the Northwest from the heart of its former 
director.
Fr. Joe Weitensteiner
Monday, August 26, 2019

Cost $25 Please register in advance. 

LITURGICAL SERVICES

Mass 8:00 a.m. Daily

Adoration Fridays, 9:00 - 12:00 p.m.

Televised Mass 
Noon and 5:00 p.m., Sunday

Comcast Channel 14 
or on our website

Participate in a Virtual Retreat every  day.   
Find Deacon John’s Daily Reflections on-
line at www.ihrc.net or sign-up to receive 
them  daily by e-mail

Find us on Facebook
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Weekly Serenity of the Heart 
AA Meeting 

IHRC is blessed to have our own AA Meeting 
every Friday at 12:00 PM. The group is called 
Serenity of the Heart, and is always open for 
more members. Call Barb at (509) 688-5640, 
if you would like to come, or simply come to 
the meeting. All are welcome!

Save the Date, Reserve Early!
Silent Day of Prayer on Scripture

Fr. Patrick Hartin, Ph.D.
Wednesday, September 18, 2019

24-Hour Retreat on Death and Dying
Fr. Stan Malnar, MD

September 20 - 21, 2019

Silent Day of Prayer on the Theotokos 
Dr. Catherine Tkacz 

Tuesday, October 1, 2019

5-Day Icon Painting Retreat
Father Damian Higgins 

(Abbot, Holy Transfiguration Monastery)
October 2 – 6, 2019

Retreat on the Spirit of Fun 
Fr. David Robinson, SJ

Nov 1 – 3, 2019

Day of Prayer on Grief and Loss
Michael D’Esterre and Teresa Warren

Nov 5, 2019

Weekend Retreat on Simplicity and Peace
Dr. Robert Wicks

November 8 - 10, 2019

Musical Advent Retreat
Marty Rotella

December 6 – 8, 2019

Silent Day of Prayer
Bishop Thomas Daly
December 9, 2019

Find us on Facebook
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Immaculate Heart Retreat 
Center, rooted in the Catholic 
faith, provides opportunities for 
spiritual growth to all people on 
their journey toward God, in an 

atmosphere of prayer  
and reflection.

Our MissionOur Mission

During these truly unprecedented times - and as the grace-filled season of Lent prepares us for the joys of 
Easter - know that all of us who are engaged in our Diocese’s retreat ministry support you with prayer.  We do 
indeed pray that you and your family are safe and well.  

Since last August Immaculate Heart has been serving the community as a temporary COVID-19 isolation 
center.  Scores of individuals and families have been given refuge at the Center.  In these times of uncertainty, 
we have been blessed to serve others in this rare fashion.  The license to use agreement IHRC has with the 
Spokane County Regional Health District has been extended through May - and remains renewable on a 
monthly basis thereafter.  Once the need no longer exists for Immaculate Heart to function as an isolation 
center, we eagerly will welcome back our guests for retreats, days of prayer, and other programs of spiritual 
enrichment.  What “retreat ministry” will look like as our society guardedly emerges from the hold of the 
Coronavirus is unknown.  During this time, while IHRC has been assisting people with health issues, the ministry 
has continued off-site as much as possible with televised Mass, Mornings of Prayer, and spiritual direction.  
A planning committee has been meeting regularly to bring design to an uncertain future.  We pray to our 
Blessed Mother Mary and to St. Joseph, our benefactor, for their intercession. Please keep us in your prayers.
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With profound thanksgiving Immaculate Heart 
announces the inaugural posting of the names of 
individuals who have made gifts to our important 
ministry of retreat and spiritual enrichment by means 
of a bequest or other form of outstanding financial 
generosity.  

LEGACY SOCIETY

In recent years these donors have made a bequest to 
Immaculate Heart:

Mr. Ernie Becker, The Diemert Family Trust, The Maud 
O. Flannery Trust, Ms. Susan Huntley, Sr. Rita A. Lemire, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard (Mafalda) Levernier, Mr. Jack 
Lundberg, Msgr. James Ribble, Msgr. David Rosage, Mrs. 
Marjorie Schweiger, Rev. Charles Skok, Mr. Alan Thierer, 
Msgr. William Van Ommeren, Mrs. Betty Wheeler

HONOR ROLL

Over the course of their lifetimes, these individuals have 
given $10,000 or more to Immaculate Heart and its 
spiritual enrichment programs:

Mr. Robert Bariletti, Ms. Sharon Caruso, Mr. Michael 
Doohan, Mrs. Doris Ganz, Rev. George Haspedis, Most 
Rev. Raymond Hunthausen DD, Mr. Donald Jans, Mrs. 
Maxine Kinzer, Mrs. Anne Merrick, Mr. Richard Moser, 
Mrs. Marge Oneill, Mr. Eddie Page, Ms. Ruth Pearson, 
Mrs. Jan Prawdzik, Rev. John P. Sand

Immaculate Heart invites you, too, to provide a lasting 
support of our service and ministry.  In planning your 
estate, please include IHRC and its Rosage Endowment 
as the recipient of a gift. By making a specific bequest - 
or by designating a portion of an asset – to Immaculate 
Heart, you will make an enduring contribution. Gifts to our 
Endowment will help ensure that the retreat and spiritual 
enrichment ministries at IHRC will remain available to 
hundreds of people for years to come, as God changes 
lives and renews spirits.  For information about bequests 
and other legacy gifts, call Mike Pallardy at 448-1224, 
Ext. 105 - or send an email to development@ihrc.net.

Legacy Society and Honor RollLegacy Society and Honor Roll

Bishop Daly,The 
Kordash Family and 

Deacon John.

At Immaculate Heart Retreat Center’s Appreciation 
Dinner on Thursday, December 5, 2019, Bishop 
Thomas Daly and Deacon John Ruscheinsky, Director 
of IHRC, presented the prestigious Msgr. William Van 
Ommeren Service Award to Bob Boehme for his 
tireless efforts in the service of friends, community, 
and Immaculate Heart.

The Kordash Family was the recipient of the Msgr. 
David Rosage Award in grateful recognition of its 
multiple contributions of time, talent and treasure in 
support Immaculate Heart Retreat Center.

These dedicated and generous individuals give faith-
filled witness to St. Peter’s words of encouragement:

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards of God’s varied grace” 
(I Peter 4:10).

Congratulations, to Bob Boehme, and the Kordash 
Family (Lissette, Terance, and Mark)
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Bishop Daly,
Bob Boehme and 

Deacon John.

Sister Miriam Carmel Pontieri pronounced her vows as 
a Sister of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary on August 
5, 1945. Her enriching 
presence in people’s lives 
as teacher, mentor, and 
spiritual director began 
with high school students 
at St. Mary’s Academy 
in Medford, Oregon. She 
delighted in her Italian 
heritage and blessed 
people with the hearty 
laugh that came with it.  
Sister Miriam began her 
ministry as a director of 
retreats and as a spiritual 
director at Immaculate Heart in the early 1970s.  In 
particular, she collaborated often with Father Armand 
Nigro, S.J., directing weekend retreats as well as 8-day 
and 30-day Ignatian retreats - particularly for women 
Religious.

In their retreat work together at Immaculate Heart, 
Sister Miriam and Father Armand complemented each 
other. They formed a genuine spiritual work force, 
focusing on what was most important in the life of each 
person who came on retreat. Both agreed on the same 
important values; they were of the same spirit!  There 
were times, however, when they would challenge 
each other.   Father often would be concerned that 
everything may not be ready for the start of a retreat.  
He would fret: “Will the materials be copied on time?” 
“Will all the retreatants have a good experience?” I 
can remember Sister Miriam merely quipping, “Lighten 
up, Father! I will make sure everything will be ready.  
We need to trust.”  She frequently reminded Father 
Armand what he said to many retreatants, “God will 
zap you.” That always brought him comfort!

When I became the director of Immaculate Heart in 
the summer of 1998, Sister Miriam was at the peak of her 
ministry as a spiritual director at the Center.  Observing 
her quiet, cheery demeanor, I learned the importance 

of offering genuine Christian hospitality to all those 
who walk through our doors.  And rather quickly I 

found myself calling 
upon her often to ask 
for help with offering 
spiritual direction on 
retreat weekends.  If her 
calendar permitted, 
she always responded 
with a heart-felt 
“Yes!”  Her witness and 
inspiration are major 
reasons why I offer 
spiritual direction today 
as part of Immaculate 
Heart’s program.  Early 

on I learned from her what is most important about 
spiritual direction: Not so much to have answers and 
give directions, as to help a fellow Christian to be 
attentive to God’s personal and loving communication 
with him or her.  She taught me well the importance 
of growing in intimacy with God, and to live out the 
consequences of that loving relationship. 

On September 12, 2020 - just a few days before 
she entered into Eternal Life - Sister Miriam Carmel 
celebrated her 75th Jubilee as a Sister of the Holy 
Names.  What a wonderful, grace-filled life she lived!  
We at Immaculate Heart, as well as the hundreds 
of spiritual pilgrims who benefited from her wisdom 
and example, have been blessed richly by the life 
and ministry of a loving heart which offered spiritual 
care to many throughout her journey of faith. We will 
remember her gentleness, kindness, and generosity - 
and, of course, her smile. We miss you and love you, 
Sister Miriam! Rest in the fullness of life and the eternal 
embrace of God’s peace!

Your servant in Christ,

Director, Immaculate Heart

Fr. Armand Nigro, 
S.J. and Sister Mariam 

Pontieri, SNJM

  Teacher, Mentor, Spiritual Director  Teacher, Mentor, Spiritual Director


