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From the Principals

Dear All Saints Academy Community, 

The following article and graphic was provided by the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA). It 
describes how well Catholic schools performed on our “nation’s report card.”  It is truly a testament of how 
effective our schools are. Mainly because of the partnership we see among our faculty and staff and parent 
community. Happy reading! 

According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Catholic school students performed 
at or near the top in reading and math compared to public schools coming out of the pandemic. On October 
24, NAEP, also known as the Nation’s Report Card, released its findings for math and reading for grades 4 
and 8. NAEP is considered the most consistent measure of U.S. student achievement over time and a lens 
into student success.

As one commentator observed, if Catholic schools were a state, they would be the highest performing state 
in the country. The data also shows that Catholic schools are near the top in learning outcomes for students 
receiving free and reduced-price lunch, demonstrating the system’s commitment to underprivileged 
students. Although Catholic school students experienced a statistically significant five-point drop in grade 
8 math, Catholic school students’ average scores remained 15 points higher than the average scores of their 
grade 8 public school peers.

“One of the reasons Catholic schools performed so well is that our teachers showed up for the kids. In every 
state, we were among the first to transition to distance learning, and after that brief time, also the among 
the first to return students to a safe in-person environment. That’s why I call our educators heroes,” said 
Lincoln Snyder, NCEA President/CEO. “This is a proud moment for our Catholic schools, but we’ve got a lot 
of work ahead of us. The nation’s top priority must be working together to help our kids grow and excel as 
we emerge from this pandemic.”



The price was surely right at this year’s Eaglefest. With a strong community presence, a record-breaking total and the perfect Price is Right 

theme, Eaglefest was again one to remember. 

 

A recap of Eaglefest by the numbers: 

• 4,774 raffle tickets sold, 535 more than last year. 

• 239 attendees

• $118,617 total raised

• $99,698 net income

This year’s Eaglefest had the traditional elements of Big 5 games, Best Chance, 50/50, Bucket Raffle, Grab Bags, Live Auction, & Raise the 

Paddle. However, there were some new elements with our Big 5 games to ensure our Price is Right theme was used to the fullest.

Each game was newly named to fit a classic Price is Right game: 5 Card Draw was simply renamed to the The Card Game for a chance to win a 

Beer & Wine Fridge. Jewel Quest was renamed to Let ‘em Roll where players got an extra entry for every five rolled on the dice. Taste of Grand 

Rapids became Plinko with three prizes that you could be entered into depending on where your Plinko chip fell. Hole in One provided extra 

entries depending on your putting skills to win the perfect Backyard Game package. And lastly, Heads and Tails took a break as the Showcase 

Showdown took its appearance. The top 20 spin amounts, which ended up being $1 and $0.95, spun again upstairs. The top two then went 

head to head to determine the face market value of the Showcase Showdown’s prize of a Broil King 3-burner propane grill.

 

Mr. Debri said the following about this year’s raise the paddle: “Last year we raised the paddle for Phase 1 of our Upper Campus play space. 

There was a lot of heavy equipment on our grounds this summer. We extended the ball field and regraded the outfield for better drainage. A 

new irrigation system was installed and new grass was planted. Additional fencing was installed for the safety of our students in the dugouts. 

A number of dying trees were also removed and the infield was completely redone with new stone dust.  We are looking forward to later 

this spring when our students can have full access to the play space! We know how important it is for our students to be active, enjoy the 

fresh air of the outdoors, and simply partake in good old fashioned PLAY. With your help tonight, we can make great strides in this effort as 

Phase 2 of our plan is for a new Upper Campus Playground.”  Mr. Debri’s comments finished with a video that showcased ASA’s mission of 

transformative education. This video will become public next Fall.

Thank you to everyone who supported Eaglefest this year, whether through your time or money. Eaglefest would not be the celebration of 

Catholic education at ASA without the strong community we have.  You can view our recap video on our Facebook page and on our blog 

(asatoday.blogspot.com).
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Eaglefest Recap: The Price Was Right!
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K-8 Christmas Concert

“I can’t wait for things to go back to normal.” These words, or something similar, were often said throughout the 
pandemic. And depending on the circumstance, maybe it continues to be said. However, there have been a number of 
good things to come from the experience of the last couple of years as the status quo has been challenged by necessity or 
simply by having to look at situations through a different lens. 

For more than a decade at All Saints Academy, there have been two separate Christmas celebrations, an elementary 
Christmas program and a middle school band concert. Both events were awesome in their own unique ways, and both 
highlighted the gifts and talents of our students and our staff members who led them. However, having two separate 
performances also meant an extra night for many parents during an already busy and stressful season. 

In the spirit of our root belief of “we are one,” for the first time in our school’s history, all of our students in grades K-8 
came together to celebrate the Incarnation through story and song. St. Jude Church was standing room only as our 
students sang and our band played akin to the choir of angels over Bethlehem during that first Christmas. It was such a 
joyous occasion and certainly a new tradition we will be looking forward to in the future. 

A special thanks to Mrs. Vonnie Clark, Miss Lauren Duflo and Ms. Mariae Firlit for their passionate teaching of our All 
Saints Academy students. 
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Eagle Award

Congratulations, Señora Zarzecki! This community would not be the same without you.
 
The Eagle Award is presented each year on All Saints Day by the Home and School Association to a member of the 
ASA community in acknowledgement of his or her extraordinary contribution to the success of All Saints Academy. 
This award enhances the culture of All Saints Academy by drawing attention to those who are living our Catholic faith 
and supporting our school mission by holding them up as an example for others to follow. While it is true that no great 
achievement is accomplished by the work of one person, a significantly great work like the creation, building and 
operation of All Saints Academy requires talented and committed people. 
 
The winners of this award reflect the characteristics we hope for in our students and need in our school family. Prior 
recipients of this award have included: 

One of the many parents who ensure Eaglefest is a success 
is our beloved Spanish teacher and parent of three ASA 
students, Señora Zarzecki. Señora Zarzecki was also this 
year’s 2022 Eagle Award winner. 

Señora Zarzecki was nominated by three different 
individuals this year. If you are a part of the ASA 
community, you have probably been impacted by the kind, 
selfless, generous and hilarious Susan Zarzecki. She is truly 
deserving of this year’s Eagle Award.
 
Señora Zarecki knows how to bring the community 
together, whether she is teaching in her classroom, 
directing the musical, or planning Eaglefest. She has 
a heart of giving as one nomination described: “Susan 
embodies and lives out ASA’s core beliefs of faith, learning, 
loving and serving in her everyday life and through her 
daily interactions with our students, parents, and fellow 
community members. Susan is always giving back in any 
and every capacity and deserves to be recognized for her 
amazing efforts.”

• 2011: Chris Burns 
• 2012: Pete and Peg Gonzalez 
• 2013: Mariae Firlit 
• 2014: Christine Jarecki 
• 2015: Linda Kozminski 
• 2016: Judy Hardy 

• 2017: Jon Fournier
• 2018: Deb Westveer
• 2019: Jenny LaPonsie 
• 2020: John Matlak
• 2021: Jill Ott
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The College Journey

 

    When I started at Catholic 

Central, I had no concrete plan for college, 

like most students. As a teenager, it was 

stressful. I had about five things I was 

interested in. From criminal justice to 

museum work, there was nothing that was 

off the table for me. 

 Not having an idea of what I 

would do after I graduate was difficult, and 

I’m sure it was hard for my parents as well. 

I’m the oldest in my family, and this was 

the first time we had explored the world of 

college admissions as student and parents.  

Luckily, my school had many different 

opportunities to explore not only majors 

and careers, but also colleges. It wasn’t 

until my junior year that I developed some 

semblance of a plan. I knew I wanted to 

do research or teach college level courses, 

and I knew I wanted to attend graduate 

school. I regularly met with my college 

advisor at school to discuss steps to take 

in determining my path, as well as doing 

online research on things that periodically 

piqued my interest. 

 Looking at classes I excelled 

in and attending lectures from people 

my school brought in, I determined that 

I wanted to do something dealing with 

history, and more specifically paleontology. 

I managed to remove criminal justice from 

my list when I learned (unsurprisingly) 

that it wasn’t like what I saw on TV, but 

kept being a college professor after I 

attended a zoom meeting with someone 

who worked at Grand Valley. From there I 

researched and developed a list of colleges 

that had fields of study that I enjoyed, as 

well as extracurricular activities, such as 

band, that I wanted to continue or pick up. 

There were three colleges that I was super 

interested in, so my parents scheduled 

three college tours. One to Michigan State, 

one of the schools I was leaning more 

towards, one to Aquinas, a school that 

I was neutral towards but was a much 

smaller campus, and one to Western 

Michigan, a school that wasn’t on my radar. 

My other two main choices, University of 

Michigan and Penn State, were a little too 

far to visit spontaneously. After touring 

MSU and Aquinas, I knew I wanted a 

campus with a medium size. 

 When I arrived at Western, 

something immediately clicked. This 

college, which I wouldn’t have attended or 

even paid attention to if my parents hadn’t 

suggested it, immediately felt like the one. 

College visits are one of the most important 

tools to discovering, maybe not the exact 

college you’d like to attend, but what 

you’re looking for in terms of campus size, 

geographical location, and overall feel. 

 The most important part of the 

college application journey, however, is 

making sure there’s not a feeling of being 

stuck with one major or college. Changing 

majors is something many college students 

do and it’s important to keep an open mind 

about everything. It’s a new chapter in 

one’s life and sometimes it’s good to change 

and develop as you learn new things about 

yourself and where you’d like to go on your 

journey. 

 As of now, my plan is to attend 

Western Michigan University for my 

undergraduate degree in geological 

sciences, and then transfer to the 

University of Michigan to become a doctor 

of paleontology. I’ve got a long way to go, 

but I’m excited to experience this new 

chapter in my life and to grow more as a 

person because of the change. 

Written by Monica Hormuth, ASA Class of 2019
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The 25th Anniversary of St. Isidore Parish Celebration took place Sunday, September 18, 2022. Bishop Walkowiak 
celebrated the 10:30 am Mass, and a reception was held in the Parish Life Center following Mass. The reception had live 
string music, delicious hors d’oeuvres, a sampling of traditional Polish food, and a historical exhibit of Saint Isidore.

To learn more about St. Isidore’s Mass and adoration times and their upcoming events and celebrations at St. Isidore, 
you can visit their website at saintisidorechurch.org.



February

Feb. 10 - 11
ASA’s Musical: The Lion King
7 PM, Kenowa Hills 
Performing Center

Feb. 13 - 14
Vision & Hearing Screening

Feb. 20 - 21
No School
Mid-Winter Break

Feb. 26
Pack the Pews
10:30 AM, St. Isidore

March

March 2
End of Trimester 2

March 3
No School
Professional Development

March 15
4th Grade Songfest

March 26
Pack the Pews
11 AM, Blessed Sacrament

April

April 3 - 10 
No School
Spring Break & Easter Break

April 25
Spring Band Concert
6:30 PM, St. Jude

April 27
Allelulia Day

April 30 
Pack the Pews
10:30 AM, St. Jude

2233 Diamond Avenue NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49505 

616.447.2997

1110 Four Mile Road NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

616.363.7725 

www.asagr.org

All Saints Academy is a Catholic School inspired by the Holy Spirit and dedicated to 

teaching and living as Jesus did. Our mission is to serve and partner with our families, 

parishes and communities as we focus on the spiritual, intellectual, moral, social, 

and physical development of our children.

Lower Campus at Diamond Upper Campus at Four Mile

Mission Statement

Academic Calendar 

Eat Pray Run

April 30th
Lower Campus


