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COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM, NOWREFORM, NOW  
By Paul Masson, MM 

USCMA Board Member 
 
At the end of March of this year, 2010, I had the 
opportunity to participate in the Ecumenical Ad-
vocacy Days for Global Peace with Justice, in 
Washington, DC.  The theme for this year was 
immigration, “A Place to Call Home-Immigrants, 
Refugees, and Displaced Persons.” Frank 
Sharry, the Founder and Executive Director of 
America’s Voice, gave a very clear presentation 
of his work for comprehensive immigration re-
form.  He also stated that it is his experience that 
a person’s opinion is not changed by facts.  That 
is a sobering thought.   
 
For many years, the Catholic Bishops, along with 
the principal Religious leaders of our country, 
have been calling for immigration reform.  On 
January 22, 2003, the Conferences of Bishops of 
the US and Mexico issued a joint letter concern-
ing immigration:  “Strangers No Longer: Together 
on the Journey of Hope.”  The document 
states:    “The Church recognizes that all the 
goods of the earth belong to all people.  When 
persons cannot find employment in their country 
of origin to support themselves and their families, 
they have a right to find work elsewhere in order 
to survive. Sovereign nations should provide 
ways to accommodate this right.” 
 
The Bishops’ call for reform is made up of many 
elements, such as global efforts to end poverty - 
one of the main reasons why people decide to 
leave their homes. They recognize the need to 
reunite families, develop temporary worker pro-
grams, and restore “due process.”   

 
The United States Catholic Mission Associa-
tion has had a series of resolutions passed 
related to immigration reform. The most re-
cent of which was passed in the Annual 
Meeting of its membership in 2009 in New 
Orleans. The resolution once again strength-
ened the position of the members of USCMA 
regarding the urgency for a just and compre-
hensive immigration reform. 
 
Immigration is not a simple issue and it is 
important to recognize many different as-
pects of the problem of immigration.  I lived 
in Chile for 20 years, with 17 years of military 
dictatorship.  At this time, many of my friends 
were arrested for their social and political 
ideas and affiliations.      
Some of these people and their families 
were sent into exile, receiving asylum in 
countries such as France, Scotland, East 
Germany, Sweden and Canada.  Also, many 
people sought  refuge in other countries be-
cause of the lack of jobs and opportunities 
for education. 
 

From 1998 to 2008, I lived in Ciudad Juárez, 
Chihuahua, Mexico, across the Rio Grande 
from El Paso, Texas.  Very few people who 
lived in that part of the city were actually 
born in Ciudad Juárez.  They came from 
many different parts of Mexico looking for 
employment and a better way of life.  Out of 
necessity, many looked for ways to go to the 
US.  During one of the first Masses I cele-
brated there, a middle-aged woman prayed 
for her brother who went to the US as a 
“mojado,” (as a “wet back”).  I was a little 
surprised at the use of the word “mojado,” 

The fence along El Paso, Texas and Mexico.  Photo Credit: Paul Masson, MM 



 

 

 
Mission Congress 2010 is a collaboration of 8 
national mission agencies. USCMA acts as 
the convener of these groups collectively 
called Catholic Mission Forum. Let us pray for 
the success of this event.    
                        
 To prepare for the Congress, we have 
launched Mission Reflection 2010.  We invite 
you to gather with your groups and use the 
guide sheet we prepared for you. Many of 
you have already done so. Some groups 
have started sending their responses. You 
can still gather and use the guide sheet which 
can  be downloaded from our website  
www.uscatholicmission.org or the Mission 
Congress website mentioned above. There is 
also a Spanish version that you can use. To-
gether, we create a portrait of US Catholics in 
mission. 
 
Summer is the time for Mission Appeals. We 
thank all of you who have agreed to speak on 
behalf of USCMA. This is one way we take 
ownership of the Association and a way to 
share the story of USCMA. Your story is 
USCMA’s story. Together, we are USCMA. 
And together, we promote mission and global 
solidarity! 
 
Thank you to all diocesan mission offices who 
invited us to participate in Mission Appeals 
this year. To the parishes who have wel-
comed the members of USCMA, thank you. 
Your continued partnership and generous 
support strengthens us in our resolve to fulfill 
the mandate given to us. 
 
Meantime, enjoy reading this Mission Update. 
May your summer time be filled with wonder-
ful opportunities to relax and be enriched by 
people and events you encounter.† 

From the Executive Director  
Fr. Michael Montoya, MJ 
 
June 12 is the Foundation Day of my com-
munity, the Missionaries of Jesus. It has 
been a tradition here in the US that we 
gather our family, friends and collabora-
tors for a Family Day celebration. This 
year would have been no different from 
other years except that the day was also 
the sending ceremony of my sister, Alma 
Montoya to go to mission in Guatemala. 
She will be a full-time lay missionary. 
 
My sister reflects the growing number of 
laity in the US choosing to dedicate their 
lives in mission. While she opted for 
longer-term, many still are the shorter-
term missioners coming from parishes, 
universities and organizations. They con-
stitute a hope-filled segment of the US 
Church in mission. We recognize them 
and celebrate them, together with thou-
sands of religious and ordained dedicated 
to mission ad gentes. 
 
We are just a few months away from the 
Mission Congress 2010, “God’s Mission, 
Many Faces: A Portrait of US Catholics in 
Mission,” which will be held in Albuquer-
que, New Mexico on October 28-31, 2010. 
We have lined up an exciting program with 
3 keynote speakers, 15 Workshops/
Dialogue Sessions, a meeting with Native 
Americans in the area, wonderful liturgies 
(one Eucharist will be celebrated in the 
historic Cathedral of Santa Fe), and an 
amazing opportunity to be enriched by the 
participants’ commitment and experi-
ences. I do hope you are making plans to 
join us in this historic and exciting event 
that happens only every five years.  Your 
participation is important for us to “paint a 
true portrait” of US Catholics in mission. 
Feel free to invite your collaborators and 
others whom you think will benefit from 
this event. Brochures have been mailed 
but you can also register online by going 
to www.missioncongress.org . If you want 
us to send you additional brochures, do 
not hesitate to contact us. 

From the Board President 

TERESITA GONZALEZ DELA MAZA 
 
When I was a little girl my abuela told me that 
although we were not (yet) citizens of this 
great country, we were still Americans, for 
America was the soil, and this is where God 
planted us.  So we grew up, certainly as dif-
ferent plants than all the others, but loving the 
same soil. 
 
I remember her words as I wait with excite-
ment for our upcoming conference:  God’s 
Mission Many Faces.  It will be a celebration 
or our diversity as a church in mission.  So 
here we are… loving the same soil.  If mis-
sion is about crossing boundaries, becoming 
vulnerable, accompanying the vulnerable, 
seeking conversion, and proclaiming the 
truth; then immigration is a missionary oppor-
tunity.   
 
In South Florida, the ocean is our border, 
crossed by thousands of immigrants each 
year in overloaded boats, rafts or via smug-
glers in fast boats. They come with barely 
their lives, from Haiti, Dominican Republic, 
Cuba, and other places.  I am constantly 
aware that they too have a mission and are 
bearers of the Good News, portadores de la 
Buena Nueva. How much Good News has 
drowned already in the Florida Straits?  The 
Christian mission is to welcome life in all of its 
forms and when we embrace the other, we 
are inevitably imbued with hope. 
 
We cannot disengage the immigration issue 
from our faith journey.  Jesus himself was 
born to a migrant family, with issues of 
“paperwork”.  People 
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have been moving since the beginning of time, so it is no 
accident that Christ Himself is born to such a story.  He gave 
us a clear word to give to God what is God’s and to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s.  Humanity has developed laws to better 
navigate its relationship with life.  These laws are often in-
spired by our belief in a loving God, but at times they are dic-
tated by our fears.  The Arizona law is evidence of such a 
reaction to fear that impedes our embrace of God’s goodness 
in life.  Immigration reform cannot be achieved in ways that 
lead to oppression and marginalization.   
 
At the root of the immigration conversation is anxiety over 
what new people, new customs and new ideas will do to us.   
Perhaps it is a question of seeing.  Do we see with our fear?  
Or with the eyes of a loving God?  Can we handle the change 
that comes from openness to life?  Can we see the tapestry 
of humanity that God has given us, or do we pull out one 
thread or another to fit our own limited vision?  We need first 
to admit this weakness to ourselves, before we can ever think 
clearly or approach with justice the children, women and men 
whose hopeful journeys wind up in our jurisdiction.   
 
As members of one body in Christ, we were all migrants 
once.  Whether linked by a distant history or personal experi-
ence. All of us can trace back to someone’s courageous jour-
ney that laid this soil at our feet.  We can not live believing 
that our story is somehow better or more privileged, for as a 

Sign up to receive the  
Mission Update electronically!   

Email us at: 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org 

but came to learn that it had been very common for the people of Juarez to walk through the river, to avoid paying the fee for 
the bridge crossing.  In the past, many women would cross through the river, or hire someone to carry or pull them across, 
every day to work cleaning houses in El Paso.  In 1998, that was not possible due to the canal systems, fences, and the bor-
der patrols along the river.     
 

In time, I was able to get to know this woman who prayed for her brother.  He had left 10 years ago for the US, and since 
then, she has never heard from him.  The longer I lived in Ciudad Juárez, the more complicated life on the border be-
came.  For Security, the US has now built 20-foot high steel fences.  The fences make it very difficult for desperate people to 
enter the US, but they do not stop them.  Also, the fences do not stop the flow of drugs from Mexico into the US or the flow of 
guns and ammunition from the US into Mexico.   
 

In the past couple of years, as a member of the General Council of Maryknoll, I have had the opportunity to visit other mission 
sites in the world.  I was amazed by the number of young women from the Philippines and Malaysia who work as domestic 
help and other temporary jobs in Hong Kong.  Also, there are many temporary workers from Africa and the Middle East work-
ing in Europe.  Immigration is a world-wide phenomenon, and Jesus walks with the refugees and displaced persons around 
the globe.† 
 
Some references for more information: 
 
Jesuit Refugee Service, http://www.jrs.net/ 
Trails of Hope and Terror, Testimonies on Immigration, by Miguel A. De la Torre, ORBIS: 2009. 
Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2010,  http://advocacydays.org/ 
www.justiceforimm-igrants.org 

Cont’d from p. 1 Comprehensive Immigration 

people of faith, our stories only make sense when linked to the re-
demptive story of the suffering and resurrection of Christ. A loving 
God is our compass, and our stories live best in kinship and solidar-
ity with others that also suffer.  
 
The guidance of our Catholic Church has served as a clear and 
powerful guide for us and as a prophetic voice for urging unity. Our 
gathering in October will highlight the joy that comes when we 
bloom where we are planted.  We can be missionary in our time and 
place. We can reclaim our Christian mission in defense of the vul-
nerable by calling upon our leaders to see with new eyes, and de-
velop a policy based on life not fear. Tell our elected officials that 
compassion and justice for our brothers and sisters is overdue. A 
courageous journey has brought us all together and is calling us to 
action! † 

The fence along El Paso, TX and Mexico. Photo Credit: Paul Masson, MM 



 

 

Bishops to US: Reform Your Immigration Laws 
Calls for Just and Humane Treatment of Migrants 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C., JUNE 11, 2010 (Zenit.org).-  
The bishops of the Western hemisphere are calling for 
the just and humane treatment of migrants, and urging 
the United States in particular to reform its immigration 
laws. 
 

In a letter, published today by the U.S. episcopal con-
ference, the bishops reaffirmed their "commitment to 
vulnerable persons who migrate in search of protection 
or for a better life for themselves and their families." 
  

The bishops did acknowledge "and support the right of 
our governments to ensure the integrity of their borders 
and the common good of their citizenry," but said that 
secure borders and the preservation of the rule of law 
could be achieved "without violating human rights." 
 

Immigrant nation 
 

The bishops also had a special message to the United 
States, which they recalled is "an immigrant nation." 
 

"We call upon the Congress of the United States and 
the Obama Administration to affirm this honored tradi-
tion and reform U.S. immigration law to allow migrants 
who work hard in the U.S. economy to enjoy the bene-
fits of legal protection. 
 

"This reform would preclude the need to impose crimi-
nal penalties on persons not lawfully admitted. It also 
would end deportations of family members and the 
breakup of families." 

 
"In all countries of the region," the bishops said, "we 
continue to welcome and protect migrants and call 
upon our governments to make their immigration laws 
more humane….  As pastors, we have an obligation to 
defend the rights of all persons, particularly the most 
vulnerable members of the human community," the 
bishops concluded. "We call upon all members of the 
Catholic community in our nations to stand in solidarity 
with persons on the move and to work for their just and 
humane treatment." 
 
ZE10061113 - 2010-06-11 
Permalink: http://www.zenit.org/article-29582?l=english 
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The Arizona Law reflects the need for true im-
migration reform rooted in gospel val-
ues...Comprehensive immigration reform is 
necessary to protect the rights and lives of 
all.  It must address legitimate security issues 
(that is the safety of our citizens and those mi-
grating, it needs to address just labor laws, in-
cluding reform of work visas (H),  it needs to 
allow family to travel together and live to-
gether, and finally it needs to offer a path of 
citizenship for those already here.  There is so 
much misinformation out in the public 
world….The reform of our broken system is an 
humanitarian and gospel need.  
Fr. Steve Pawelk, Glenmary Home Missioners 

 
May 11, 2010 
 
In response to the failure of Comprehensive Immigration Reform in 
the summer of 2007, the executive directors of the Conference of 
Major Superiors of Men (CMSM) and the Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious (LCWR) said in a joint statement: “The status 
quo is morally unacceptable, as millions of immigrants are rele-
gated again to the 
shadows in our nation.” The passage of the recent draconian en-
forcement-only legislation in the state of Arizona and the introduc-
tion by Senators Schumer and others of a “Conceptual Proposal for 
Immigration Reform” once again bring to the fore the absolute ne-
cessity for Congress to act soon and comprehensively to fix our 
broken immigration system. As we said in our 2007 statement, a 
just and humane approach to immigration reform must include a 
path to citizenship, family reunification and protection of workers’ 
rights.  Our Catholic faith and the missions of many of our Religious 
Institutes emphasize the welcoming of strangers and taking the 
side of those who are marginalized by society.  These religious 
values impel us to speak for a better immigration policy.  Our pre-
sent system of immigration laws is unsustainable, and the need for 
reform is urgent. Clearly the United States has the right to control 
its borders, but we are a welcoming people, and hospitality has 
always been a core Gospel value. We need an immigration reform 
that expresses our deepest values and calls forth the best that is in 
us. 
 
Very Rev. Thomas P. Cassidy, SCJ President of CMSM  
Sister Marlene Weisenbeck, FSPA President of LCWR 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Countering the Myths 
New Fact Sheet on Immigration and the Economy Available 

 Immigrants don’t want to learn English — FALSE 

The development of English proficiency among non-English speaking 
immigrants today mirrors that of Nineteenth and early Twentieth century 
immigration, when masses of Italian, German, and Eastern European 
immigrants came to America.  While first generation, non-English speak-
ing immigrants predictably have lower rates of English proficiency than 
native speakers, 91% of second generation immigrants are fluent or 
near fluent English speakers.  By the third generation, 97% speak Eng-
lish fluently or near fluently.  

(Source: Shirin Hakimzadeh and D’Vera Cohn, “English Usage Among Hispanics in the 
United States,” Pew Hispanic Forum, Dec. 6, 2007. http://pewhispanic.org/reports/
report.php?ReportID=82; Janet Murguia and Cecilia Muñoz, “From Immigrant to Citizen,” 
The American Prospect (Oct. 23, 2005), http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?
articleId=10487) 

Immigrants Don’t Pay Taxes — FALSE 

Undocumented immigrants pay taxes.  Between one half and three quar-
ters of undocumented immigrants pay state and federal taxes.  They 
also contribute to Medicare and provide as much as 7 billion dollars a 
year to the Social Security Fund.  Further still, undocumented workers 
pay sales taxes where applicable and property taxes—directly if they 
own and indirectly if they rent.    

(Source: Immigration Policy Center, “Undocumented Immigrants as Taxpay-
ers,” (November 2007), http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/docs/
Undocumented%20as%20Taxpayer%2011-29-07_0.pdf; Eduardo Porter “ Illegal Immi-
grants are Bolstering Social Security with Billions,” New York Times, (April 5, 2005), http://
w w w . n y t i m e s . c o m / 2 0 0 5 / 0 4 / 0 5 / b u s i n e s s / 0 5 i m m i g r a t i o n . h t m l ?
ex=1270353600&en=78c87ac4641dc383&amp;ei=5090&partner=kmarx) 

Immigrants Increase the Crime rate — FALSE 

Recent research has shown that immigrant communities do not increase 
the crime rate and that immigrants commit fewer crimes than native born 
Americans.  While the undocumented immigrant population doubled 
from 1994 to 2005, violent crime dropped by 34% and property crimes 
decreased by 32%.  Furthermore, Harvard sociologist Robert Sampson 
has found that first generation immigrants are 45% less likely to commit 
violent crimes than Americanized, third generation immigrants. 

(Source: Immigration Policy Center, “Ímmigrants and Crime: Are They Connected,” De-

cember, 2007, http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/docs/
Crime%20Fact%20Check%2012-12-07.pdf; Robert Sampson, “Open Doors Don’t Invite 
Criminals,” The New York Times, March 11, 2006, A15; Executive Office of the Presi-
dent: Council of Economic Advisors, “Immigration’s Economic Impact,” June 20, 2007, 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/cea/cea_immigration_062007.html) 

Immigrants Take Jobs Away from Americans — FALSE 

 A recent study produced by the Pew Hispanic Center reveals that 
“Rapid increases in the foreign-born population at the state level are 
not associated with negative effects on the employment of native-born 
workers.” In fact, given that the number of native born low wage earn-
ers is falling nationally, immigrants are playing an important role in 
offsetting that decline.  The Urban Institute reports that between 2000 
and 2005 the total number of low wage workers declined by approxi-
mately 1.8 million while the number of unskilled immigrant workers 
increased by 620,000, thus offsetting the total decline by about a 
third.    

 (Source: The Urban Institute, “Trends in the Low-Wage Immigrant Labor Force, 2000-
2005,” March, 2007, http://www.urban.org/publications/411426.html; Rakesh Kochhar, 
“Growth in the Foreign Born Workforce and Employment of the Native Born,” Pew 
Hispanic Center, August 10, 2006, http://pewhispanic.org/reports/
report.phpReportID=69) 

Undocumented immigrants are a Burden on the Healthcare Sys-
tem — FALSE 

 Federal, state and local governments spend approximately 1.1 billion 
dollars annually on healthcare costs for undocumented immigrants, 
aged 18-64, or approximately $11 in taxes for each U.S. house-
hold.  This compares to 88 billion dollars spent on all health care for 
non-elderly adults in the U.S. in 2000.  Foreign born individuals tend 
to use fewer health care services because they are relatively healthier 
than their native born counterparts.  For example, in Los Angeles 
County, “total medical spending on undocumented immigrants was 
$887 million in 2000 – 6 percent of total costs, although undocu-
mented immigrants comprise 12 percent of the region's residents.” 

 (Source: The Rand Corporation, “RAND Study Shows Relatively Little Public Money 
Spent Providing Healthcare to Undocumented Immigrants,” November 14, 2006, http://
www.rand.org/news/press.06/11.14.html; Dana P. Goldman, James P. Smith and 
Neeraj Sood, “Immigrants and the Cost of Medical Care,” Health Affairs 25, no. 6 

Summer 2010 

5 

 

“Hispanic attendance in churches is down. Request for 
food assistance is down. Children have been taken out of 

school. But as long as there are employers in the USA 
looking for cheap labor, they won't be going back to Mex-

ico. They will simply go to another State where such a 
one-sided law has not yet taken effect. That is why a com-

prehensive law is necessary now.                                      
Our people are suffering.” 

USCMA Member Rev. James J. Ferguson, CSC,                                               
St. Helen's Parish,Glendale, AZ. 

United States Catholic Mission Association 
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Contemplation and Mission:  Exploring the Relationship 

By Sr.Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF 
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Introduction 
 

 
 When I began my studies in missiology under the tute-
lage of the late Professor David Bosch some members of 
the Department of Missiology at the University of South 
Africa (UNISA) defined mission in terms of activism.  As 
someone whose spiritual director had introduced her to 
contemplative prayer early on, I often questioned this defi-
nition of mission.  David Bosch’s thinking complemented 
the activist perspective.  He wrote: 
 

Our mission does not have a life of its own: only in 
the hands of the sending God can it truly be called 
mission. Not least since the missionary initiative 
comes from God alone (1991:390). 
 

Fortunately, Professor Bosch and later Professor Kritz-
inger were both open to the approach I was taking in my 
research.  When I was invited to teach at Unisa I was able 
to give expression to my perspective of mission in the 
study texts I was asked to write.  In each of the three, I 
included sections on the relationship of spirituality and 
mission.  So for years I have been pondering the relation-
ship between what I call the inner and outer dimensions of 
mission.   
 
With this academic and personal background in mind I 
developed the thesis of this presentation in the following 
statement: if we are going to participate in Christ’s mission 
in the world we must know the Lord intimately, become 
more and more like him and allow ourselves to be filled 
with Christ’s love for the world.  The questions before us 
then are:  How do we open ourselves to the mystery of 
communion with the Risen Lord? And, what is in essence 
the relationship between contemplation and mission?  
Let’s try to explore these queries. 
 
Contemplation and Mission 

 
I have developed what I call the contemplative mission 

spiral as a tool for grappling with these questions.  The spiral 
begins to take shape at the bottom in the realm of human ex-
perience through relationships with other people and impacted 
by the Word of God and 
participation in the liturgy.  
  

Biogeneticists have 
found that our capacity for 
appreciating the meta-
narratives of our faith tradi-
tion and the symbols that 
give expression to our be-
liefs resides in the limbic 
system of the brain.  Our 
openness to these expres-
sions of the mysteries of 
faith and the rhythms of 
ritual that flow through the 
liturgy can be enhanced or 
diminished through our participation in the liturgy or our lack of 
participation (Karecki 1997:171).  This is precisely why it is 
important for children to have experiences of ritual so they 
learn to open themselves to the mystery of God. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Cultivating good human relationships, the expansion of our 

capacity to hear and understand the Word of God and partici-
pation in the liturgy are avenues for opening up possibilities for 
encountering Christ.  They are possibilities because they re-

Figure 1  Contemplative-Mission 
Spiral 

Encounter with Christ 
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called to contemplation, according to the teaching of the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church (2709, 2724), embodies the  concern of Christ for 
the world and wants all people to  
experience the “unfathomable riches of Christ” (Eph 3:8). 

 

 The intimacy re-
flected in the text from 
Clare demonstrates 
how one called to contemplative union tastes the “hidden 
sweetness” of Christ’s presence.  What we taste is Christ’s 
alluring presence and as we are drawn closer to the Lord 
there is the temptation to pull away because we realize our 
own sinfulness.  As we continue to respond to the Spirit’s invi-
tations we begin to see how the Spirit is working in impercep-
tible ways in our lives through people and events that call us 
to change.  Michael Casey offers this insightful comment: 
 

The experience of the Holy Spirit praying within us 
is inseparable from a sense of our own weakness 
and incapacity.  By the action of the Holy Spirit 
what is worst in us can give rise to what is best.  
This is an alchemy we do not comprehend and can 
never anticipate, no matter how often it happens.  
God transforms human limitation into something 
beautiful, taking what is of least value and enno-
bling it from within (1995:7). 

 

Authentic, Christ-centered contemplation always leads to our 
transformation:  affective, intellectual, moral, socio-political 
and religious conversion (Gelpi 1998:42).  We begin to see 
the dark side of ourselves and situations in the world.  Con-
version happens gradually.  As we respond to the grace of 
conversion we become convinced  that we are called to work 
for the transformation of the world so that it more clearly re-
flects the presence of God.  Our sense of mission grows.  
Bosch believed that: 

 

Mission remains an indispensable dimension of the 
Christian faith and that at its most profound level, its 
purpose is to transform reality around it.  Mission, in 
this perspective, is that dimension of our faith that 
refuses to accept reality as it is and aims at chang-
ing it (1991:519). 

 

Those who have experienced the 
transforming grace of Christ begin to 

see the world as Christ sees it with  
   the light of his love illumining their minds and hearts.   
Spiritual writers throughout the centuries have observed that 

quire a response on our part. If we respond in faith 
and trust then we experience a sense of being drawn 
to Christ.  

 
The spiritual classic, The 

Cloud of Unknowing, 
teaches that we are being 
drawn to Christ, by what the 
author calls “stirrings.” These stirrings are invitations to 
pray and they are invitations to which we need to respond.  
If they go unheeded we can miss opportunities in which the 
Spirit extends opportunities to us to grow close to Christ.  
As in all things, God takes the initiative in drawing us to 
himself in ways quite “independent of our conscious willing” 
of them; (Casey 1995:49).  We are drawn to Christ through 
the working of the Holy Spirit.  The encounter creates open 
space within us where God’s presence can flourish. 

 
The Cistercian, Michael Casey (:48), has pointed out 

that those who urge people to pray often speak of it as a 
“useful human activity.”  He argues that prayer is not some-
thing we do for personal enrichment or because it is a 
beneficial human project.  Rather, he contends, “prayer is 
first and foremost a giving of myself, empowered by grace” 
and letting God draw me to himself (:49).   

 
 The medieval mystic, Clare of Assisi, would 

concur with Casey. In her Fourth Letter to Agnes of Pra-
gue, we find evidence of her spiritual wisdom in the advice 
she offers her correspondent to cry out using the words of 
the Song of Songs and allow the Spirit’s action to work 
within her. She wrote: 

 
Draw me after you!  We will run in the fra-
grance of your perfumes, O heavenly Spouse!  
I will run and not tire, until you bring me into 
the wine cellar, until your left hand is under my 
head and your right hand will embrace me hap-
pily and you will kiss me with the happiest kiss 
of your mouth (Song of Songs 1:3, 2:4, 2:6; 
4LAg 30-32; Armstrong 2006:57). 
 
We notice here the change from the singular to the 

plural form: “draw me” to “we will run.”  This seems 
strange, but a commentator on this text explains that when 
one is drawn to the Lord in contemplative union one’s heart 
is enlarged to gather with him/her all people to the Lord 
(Arminjon 1988:77).  The contemplative, and we are all 
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“witness” par excellence and the model of all 
Christian witness (RM 42). 
 

 The witness that is highlighted by John Paul II 
in this section of Redemptoris Missio is meant to reflect 
the concern that Jesus showed toward people in need 
in the Gospel.  The most travelled pope expected that 
our witness would be patterned after Jesus’s own.  It 
should be marked by humility and forgiveness (RM 43). 
History has proven over and over that only a truly evan-
gelical witness of those who have conformed their lives 
to Christ, followed in the footsteps of the kenotic Christ 
and lived in union with the Risen Christ can speak to 
people in every sphere of life. 

  
        In the past 

mission was too 
often explained in 
terms of projects and plans. If we are to take 
seriously John Paul II’s words about witness we have to 
look for a deeper motivation for mission.  It is my con-
tention that contemplative prayer opens us to the 
deeper motivation that is only given by the Spirit.   for 
the sake of the world. 

  
 Casey, whom I have quoted earlier, observed 

that people often turn to prayer most easily in times of 
difficulty and yet, in the ordinary circumstances of life, 
we must make time each day to pray, and do what he 
calls “rewriting the script for the day” so that prayer be-
comes a priority, not an optional extra (1995:49).  This 
is a challenge we all face as people living in an activist 
culture in which productivity is valued above emphasis 
on the transcendent dimension of life.  Developing a 
capacity for contemplative prayer is only possible when 
we spend time being attentive to the Lord. When this 
happens our desire to share Christ with others grows, 
supports and directs our sense of mission.  

  
 Pope Benedict XVI, linked mission and disci-

pleship in his opening address to the Conference of 
Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean (CELAM) 
gathered at Aparecida, Brazil. He said: 

 

Discipleship and mission are like the two sides 
of a single coin:  when the disciples are in love 
with Christ, s/he cannot stop proclaiming to the 
world that only in him do we find salvation.  In 

 those who have been changed by friendship with Christ are 
people filled  with zeal who are ready to participate in the 
God’s mission in the  world. 

 
As we grow in intimacy with Christ we do whatever 

is necessary to make this relationship the primary one of 
our lives.  Slowly, we find that we are able to make choices 
that better reflect God’s love for the world.  Contemplation 
is not an escape from reality.  In the contemplative experi-
ence of union with Christ one is called out of one’s self in 
progressive stages of growth in love.  In the Lord’s em-
brace we become empowered for love, a love that we are 
taught by the One who is love.  True contemplation does 
not lead us away from people.  On the contrary, it leads us 
to be more loving and generous toward all people, but es-
pecially those who are in most need of the liberating love 
and mercy of Christ. 

 
 In the post-resurrection appearances Christ reveals 

himself to the women and to the apostles as one trans-
formed by the resurrection, but still bearing the wounds of 
his crucifixion. The one who has experienced intimacy with 
Christ is not estranged or somehow exempted from the 
pain of human suffering; on the contrary genuine mystical 
union plunges one into the very depths of the world and 
opens one’s heart to the mystery of the other, all others. 

 

 In the Contem-
plative-Mission Spiral the 
next stage reflects the 

effects of growth in intimacy 
with Christ:  we become like the one we love.  We are 
transfused               by a new sense that the mission is not 
our own, but the Beloved’s.  We realize that mission con-
sists essentially in offering people an opportunity not to 
“have more” but to “be more” in Christ who is the real 
source of life and meaning (RM 58).  We do this best when 
we resemble the Beloved. 

 As we are transformed by grace to resemble Jesus 
more and more we engage in the primary way to be on 
mission.  Pope John Paul II wrote eloquently and strongly 
about the importance of witness as the most basic form of 
mission. 

 

The witness of a Christian life is the first 
and irreplaceable form of mission: Christ, 
whose mission we continue, is the 
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(sic) will cease to be anything at all” (Rahner 1973:15).  
Rahner recognized the need for every follower of 
Christ to be transformed by the love of God poured 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5) to be an 
authentic witness of this love in the world.  God de-
sires to embrace us and fill us with love so that we can 
be epiphanies of that love to all people and invite them 
to share this love in communion with the Body of 
Christ. 

  
 Communion is the process of “decentering the 

ego where the self no longer obstructs us and where 
we can enter into other people’s concerns with genu-
ine interest and concern” (Hart and Holton 1993:248).  
In communion with others we learn to love as Christ 
loves.  The capacity for love is shaped and expanded 
by God in the measure we desire to be a participant in 
God’s life.  

 
Communion is the goal of mission and this goal is 

expressed best when the whole church takes seriously 
the fact that “The pilgrim Church is missionary by her 
very nature, since it is from the mission of the Son and 
the mission of the Holy Spirit that she draws her origin, 
in accordance with the decree of God the Father” (AG 
2). 

 
Mission as presented in this text from Ad Gentes 

is not connected to a work, but to the very identity of 
who we are as church.  We cannot not be missionary 
because our Catholic identity as church is rooted in 
the very life of the Trinity.  Mission is the way the per-
sons of the Trinity manifest themselves in the world.  
Our part is to be in union with the persons of the Trin-
ity as privileged participants in the missio Dei, the mis-
sion of God.  There are not multiple missions, there is 
only one, God’s mission; to claim another is to betray 
our very identity. 

 
We are sharers in that mission by reason of our 

baptism. We are guided in our growth in mission 
through communion with the Trinity through prayer, 
especially contemplative prayer and the liturgy.  We 
are sent on mission by Christ through the Church to 
give witness by our lives and through a myriad of min-
istries, but always it is God’s mission for which we 
spend ourselves. 

effect, the disciple knows that without 
Christ there is no light, no hope, no love, 
no future (in AD 46). 

 

The bishops gathered at Aparecida echoed the convic-
tion of Pope Benedict in the final document that was is-
sued after their deliberations in the statement: 

 
Mission is not limited to a program or 
project, but it is sharing the experience 
of the event of the encounter with Christ, 
witnessing to it and announcing it from 
person to person, from community to 
community, and from the Church to the 
ends of the earth (AD 145). 
 

The conviction of the bishops is borne out in the forma-
tion process they outlined in the Aparecida Document.  
They defined the spiritual dimension of the process as 
that element that “grounds Christian existence in the ex-
perience of God made manifest in Jesus, and leads it by 
the Spirit over the paths of a deep maturation” (AD 280b). 

  
 The CELAM bishops envision this matu-

ration as an essential aspect of an experience of com-
munion that gives rise to mission and a way to be on mis-
sion that is invites people to be in communion (AD 163). 

  
      In mission history sto-
ries abound of individual 
missionaries emulating a 

“lone ranger” method of engag-
ing in mission in isolated areas of the world.  Now, with a 
vision of the church as a communion in almost every ec-
clesial document our understanding of mission has been 
enriched and begs for implementation in ways in which 
people can experience life in Christ at the level of com-
munion. 

 
 In baptism we are invited into the community of 

the Trinity to share in their communion.  It is our baptism 
that makes contemplative union possible. The Jesuit 
theologian, the late Karl Rahner was of the opinion that 
every serious-minded Christian needs to be very inten-
tional about developing a strong contemplative relation-
ship with Christ. He wrote: “The devout Christian of the 
future will either be a ‘mystic,’ one who has ‘experienced 
something’ [which is God’s grace and love] or he 
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Benedict XVI noted the enrichment of persons who re-
spond to the call to union with the Trinity. 

 
God desires to incorporate us into this reality 
of communion (the life of the Trinity) as well: 
“that they may be one even as we are 
one” (Jn 17:22)…Relationships between hu-
man beings throughout history cannot but be 
enriched by reference to this divine model. In 
particular, in the light of the revealed mystery 
of the Trinity, we understand that true open-
ness does not mean loss of individual identity 
but profound interpenetration (34). 

 
Benedict XVI’s text lends credibility to my thesis 

that all encounters can be profoundly enriched through 
the transformative grace inherent in contemplative en-
counters with the One who is the source of communion 
between persons. 

   
Conclusion 

   
Contemplation is not about passivity or escapism 

in the face of the tremendous challenges that we face in 
our world.  War, poverty, injustice, racism, immigration, 
economics, the ecological crisis, unemployment all cry 
out for our creative engagement from a faith perspective.  
Those serious about participation in God’s mission need 
to know God intimately so that they can spend them-
selves giving witness to God who is both transcendent 
and  present to us through the mystery of the Incarnation 
(Gallagher 2003:110).  Only those who know the trans-
forming embrace of God’s love can respond to the com-
plex challenges of the world with God’s love made visi-
ble through creative initiatives. 

 
Shared mission calls for the creativity and energy 

born of common commitment to a just ordering of human 
societies so that they reflect the in-breaking of God’s 
reign.  William Johnston (2000:113) maintains that what 
is needed to engage in such mission is the “mysticism of 
interpersonal relationships.”  Mission emanates from 
communion with God and others.  Furthermore, the mis-
sion we are called to share in is wide, expansive and 
inclusive.  We are truly to be one family in mission. 

 

 
I want to use this icon of the Trinity by Rublev as a vis-

ual segue into the last section of this presentation.  In the 
icon the figures representing the members of the Holy Trin-
ity sit in a circle around a table. They radiate a sense of har-
mony.  The figure on the left symbolizes the Father.  Behind 
this figure is a house with open windows and doors as a 
symbol of the Father who is always longing for us to come 
to him. The figure on the right represents the Holy Spirit.  A 
mountain is the symbol behind this figure because so many 
of the biblical theophanies took place on mountaintops.  Like 
deserts, mountain peaks symbolize the challenges one may 
face in seeking union with God.  The central figure is Christ. 
Behind him is the figure of a tree representing the cross as 
the tree of life. Together the Father, Son and Holy Spirit live 
in a communion of love.   Communion and serenity emanate 
from them. The Son and the Spirit are attentive to the Father 
to discern his will and plan for salvation.  They act only “to 
do the will of the Father” (Jn 4:34).   The Spirit is almost 
bowed, inclined towards the Son, waiting to be sent to hover 
over the world to manifest the wisdom and love of the Fa-
ther and the Son for all humanity and the whole of creation.  
Christ reveals both divinity and humanity in the heavy robes 
in which Rublev has clothed him.  His humanity no longer is 
localized in time and space (Casey 1995: 162); his presence 
now continues without restriction as the risen and glorious 
Christ. 

  
 In the foreground of the icon there is an open space 

at the table.  It is here that that one beholding the icon can 
enter into communion with the Trinity.  The table is a table of 
sacrifice with an offering at the center of the table so we 
must be ready to surrender in love to the mystery of this 
communion. Christ sits across from the empty space so that 
he can lead those who desire to enter into this communion 
on the way of selfless love because without self-giving there 
is no communion. 

  
 The Trinity also is a sending community. The Father 

sends the Son who from all eternity was meant to be the full 
and unique revelation of the Father’s love for all humanity.  
The Son in turn sends the Spirit to create out of all humanity 
a communion that will continue to extend this communion to 
people throughout the ages. 
 

In his encyclical letter, Caritas in Veritate 34, Pope 
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Scripture texts are from the New American Bible. 
 
David Bosch was killed in a car accident in April 1992.  He bled 

to death because the ambulance that answered the call for help was 
from an ill-equipped medical facility in a Black area of the then seg-
regated South Africa.  He died as a result of the inequitable distribu-
tion of medical services as so many Black people who suffered 
under apartheid.  He was truly one with his Black brothers and sis-
ters both in life and in death. 

 
Professor JNJ Kritzinger (known as Klippies) was the director 

of my doctoral thesis.  He was respectful of my own thought in re-
gard to mission and opened up new areas of study that immensely 
enriched my missiological studies. 
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Pope John Paul II urged people to remember that: 
“the Kingdom of God is not a concept, a doctrine or a pro-
gram…but before all else a person with the face and name 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the image of the invisible God” (RM 
18). Christ as the definitive self-revelation of God is the 
fundamental reason why the Church is missionary by her 
very nature and for this reason the Church cannot do other 
than proclaim the Gospel (RM 5). 

 
Whatever shape or form mission takes one thing re-

mains a constant:  we must reveal Jesus’s name and face, 
a face of compassion and love to all people.   If we live in 
communion with the Trinity every missionary encounter can 
be an epiphany of God’s presence and we will be able to 
give a ready answer to those who ask the reason for the 
hope we have in our hearts (1 Peter 3:15) and with Easter 
faith say again and again “we have seen the Lord, he is 
truly risen.” 
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Prayers for those who are  
Immigrants or Migrating   

 

For an end to the violence and poverty that dis-
places so many people from their homes and 
homelands, we pray to the Lord. 

For migrant workers, that they may labor and live 
in safe and just conditions, we pray to the Lord. 

For the families and children of migrant workers, 
that they be reunited, we pray to the Lord. 

For an end to human trafficking, that the dignity 
of all God's children will be acknowledged and 
protected, we pray to the Lord. 

For our law-makers, that they establish and en-
force laws that protect the rights and dignity of 
everyone, especially those most vulnerable in our 
country, we pray to the Lord. 

For employers and corporations, that they choose 
the dignity and worth of each human person over 
profit and power, we pray to the Lord. 
 
From the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
Prayer Service: Immigration/Migration 

 
Excerpt from 

Statement of the Participants in the Regional  
Consultation on Migration 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Washington, D.C. June 4, 2010 

 
The Promotion of Sustainable Economic  
Development in this Hemisphere.    
 The factors which compel people to migrate in 
search of work are primarily, but not solely, eco-
nomic.  Families in poorer countries struggle to meet their 
most basic needs and living-wage jobs remain 
scarce.  Root economic causes of migration must be ad-
dressed so that migrants can remain in their home coun-
tries and support their families. The impact of current and 
proposed trade agreements and agricultural policy in the 
region must be reviewed in terms of the displacement of 
small farmers and workers, and subsequent migration. 
 For example, the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement (CAFTA), touted initially as the key to economic 
development in the region, has failed to reach those on the 
bottom rungs of the economic ladder.  International institu-
tions, such as international lending institutions, have not 
adequately addressed the needs of the poor in the region.   
 The goals of the millennium have not been fully 
realized, and now climate change is adding another ele-
ment to the migration phenomenon.  These economic tools 
must be used in a way that increases the ability of the poor 
to escape poverty and not be forced to migrate to other 
countries.     
 
The Economic Drivers of Violence.   
 Economic insecurity and deprivation add to a 
number of social issues that together provide fertile breed-
ing grounds for violence. The lack of economic opportunity 
as well as the lack of a sense of social meaning, especially 
among younger adults, fuels the resort to underground and 
illicit activities in many of the countries of the hemi-
sphere.  The increasing power of drug smuggling networks 
must be combated, both by law enforcement efforts but 
also by eradicating the market for these illicit substances, 
particularly in the United States.   
 
 
The Protection of Migrants, Refugees, and  
Other Vulnerable People in Transit.    
 Persons on the move in this hemisphere are sub-
ject to exploitation, abuse, and prolonged detention in all 
countries.  Laws must be examined and reformed in each 
country to establish mechanisms to ensure safe passage, 

protection, and due process for migrants and their families, while 
ensuring that violent criminals are constrained. 
 
The Scourge of Human Trafficking.   
 While progress has been made in raising awareness of 
human trafficking in this hemisphere, much more must be achieved 
to eradicate this scourge.   Governments and nongovernmental ac-
tors must work together to address the economic and social factors 
that make people vulnerable to trafficking. They must root out traf-
ficking networks, and provide rescue and services to victims.  Spe-
cial attention must be paid to children, who are the most vulnerable 
victims. 
 
Assistance for Haiti.    
 We call upon all governments of this hemisphere to provide 
special care to the people of Haiti as they attempt to rebuild their 
country after the January earthquake.  We urge all nations to con-
tinue with their generosity and support, but also to apply and amend 
their migration laws to accommodate, to the greatest extent possi-
ble, Haitians and their families who can no longer remain in Haiti. 
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KEYNOTES 
God’s Mission, Many Faces:  

A Portrait of U.S. Catholics in Mission 
REV. GARY RIEBE ESTRELLA, SVD, PhD 

President of the Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians 
in the U.S. (ACHTUS) 

 
Turned Upside Down: Learnings and Challenges 

(A Missioner’s Journey in Southern Africa) 
SR. JANICE MCLAUGHLIN, MM 

President of Maryknoll Sisters 
 

Continental Mission in Light of Aparecida 
CARDINAL OSCAR RODRIGUEZ MARADIAGA 

Archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, President of Caritas 
International and former President of Consejo Episcopal Latino 

Americano (CELAM) 
 

FACILITATORS: 
Rev. Clarence Williams, CPPS, PhD 

Catholic Charities USA 
Kim Smolik, PhD 

Franciscan Mission Service 
 

RESPONDENTS: 
Emerging Directions in Mission 
Tom Frieberg (CNVS Board Chair) 

Teresita Gonzales de la Maza (USCMA Board President) 
 

New Faces, New Opportunities, New Challenges 
Dr. Kim Smolik, PhD 

Rev. Clarence Williams, CPPS, PhD 

 
 
MEETING THE NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES 
Conversations with the Native Americans in the New Mex-
ico area will add depth and color to our perspectives of 
mission. Participants will be bused to different locations.  

 

DIALOGUE SESSIONS/WORKSHOPS 
Mission USA: The Many Faces of Mission – Bishops Gerry Kicanas and Michael 
Warfel, facilitated by David Suley (USCCB) 
Educating for God’s Mission: An Assessment of the Effectiveness of Immer-
sion and International Programs for U.S. Catholic Undergraduates : Rev. Mi-
chael Lee, SJ, PhD (Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles) 
Formation of Volunteers for Mission – Domestic & International Perspectives: 
Kelly Gibbons (JVC); Janice England (Lay Mission Helpers Assoc) 
Immigration Issues in Mission: People, Policy, and Practical Response:  
Ann Marie Gibbons (USCCB-CLINIC) 
Parishes and Dioceses in Mission: Mutual Partnership in a Global Context:  
Dr. Michael Gable, Rosanne Fischer and Michael Haasl  
Global Trends that Impact Ad Gentes Mission: Sr. Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF, DTh 
(Chicago Mission Office) & Rev. Linh Hoang, OFM, PhD(Sienna College) 
Mission in Other Traditions: Catholics and Muslims in Dialogue – Dr. Scott Alex-
ander, PhD (Chair of Department of Intercultural Studies and Ministry and Director of Catho-
lic-Muslim Study Program, CTU) 
Mission as Shared Spirituality: Learning from the Native American Experi-
ence: Mike Valdo (Acoma), Josie Montoya (Sandia) and Rev. Michael Fitzpatrick, SJ 
(Missioner to the Native Americans): Sr. Kateri Mitchell (Director of Tekakwitha Conference) - 
Facilitator 
I, too, have a mission… to the U.S.! – International missionaries serving in the 
U.S.: Sr. Joanna Okereke - Nigerian (USCCB), Mr. Symeon Rendall Yee, MDiv – Fijian 
(multicultural parishes – Los Angeles, California), Rev. Anselm Malonda, CICM– Congolese 
(Provencial Superior of US Province of Missionhurst) 
Bringing Order to the Mission: Funding, Governance and Accountability – 
Michael Brough (National Leadership Roundtable on Church Management)   
Earth: A Special Partner in Mission (ecological perspectives): Dan Misleh 
(Catholic Coalition on Climate Change) and Sr. Joan Brown, OSF 
Ecumenical Perspectives on Mission: Blessings and Challenges of Working 
Together Panel Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla (Exec. Dir. Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America Global Mission); Arli Klassen (Exec. Dir. Mennonite Central Committee); Sr. Mary 
Motte, FMM (Director, Mission Resource Center) 
With Christ in Mission: Mission Identity and Call (the baptized, the vowed, the 
ordained) – Alisa Macksey  (Exec. Dir. Of LaSallian Volunteers) and Br. Dennis Lee, FSC 
(Auxiliary Visitor for the District of Eastern North America) 
Called to be Missionaries to One Another in a Culturally Diverse Faith Com-
munity -- Alejandro Aguilera Titus (USCCB) 
Stewardship in Mission -- Dr. Carolyn Young (Exec. Dir of the Koch Foundation) 
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“MISSION OF THE CHURCH” CD LECTURE SERIES 
While many continue to take time for reading books, others are 
looking for materials they can listen to during daily commutes 
or while relaxing at home in the evening.  Roger Schroeder, 
SVD, of Catholic Theological Union of Chicago has just com-
pleted a series of eighteen 25-minute audio talks on six CDs 
on “The Mission of the Church: Theory and Practice” with 
NowYouKnowMedia from the D.C. area.  This set of lectures 
begins by painting the “big picture” of God’s mission and trac-
ing the origins of the church in mission through the Acts of the 
Apostles.  This is followed by a series of “snapshots” of mis-
sion, that reflect the diversity of approaches that Christian mis-
sion has taken to respond to changing contexts and chal-
lenges through history.  Against this background, the course 
offers a thorough treatment of the church’s understanding and 
practice of mission at the beginning of the 21st century and it 
addresses the big questions of the why, who, where, what and 
how of mission.  This audio course is intended not only to fill 
the mind with information, but also to fill the heart and spirit 
with a deeper sense of commitment to participate in God’s 
mission of love, salvation and justice across the street and 
around the world.  The basic content of these lectures is drawn 
from Schroeder’s book, What is the Mission of the Church? A 
Guide for Catholics (Orbis Books, 2008), but some additional 
narratives and other material have been added as well. This 
CD series includes a written Study Guide (on CD) with sug-
gested questions for reflection and further readings for each 
25-minute session, which makes it useful for both personal 
study and/or for adult education groups.  This 6 CD set with 
w r i t t e n  g u i d e  c a n  b e  o r d e r e d  o n l i n e 
(www.NowYouKnowMedia.com) or by phone (1-800-955-
3904). 

8 

Mission Update 

United States Catholic Mission Association 

ORBIS Books Received at USCM A 
A Selection of Books Published by  

ORBIS Books, Maryknoll, New York 
 
The Mystical Way in Everyday Life, Karl Rahner, 
SJ,Translated by Annemarie S.Kidder, 2010 
Thea’s Song – The Life of Thea Bowman, Charles Smith and 
John Feister, 2009 
Virgilio Elizondo: Spiritual Writings, Selected with an Intro-
duction by Timothy Matovina, 2010 
Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: Essential Writings, Se-
lected with an Introduction by Gillian Crow, 2010. 
Yves Congar: Essential Writings, Selected with an Introduction 
by Paul Lakeland, 2010 
Transforming Our Painful Emotions, Evelyn Eaton Whitehead 
& James D. Whitehead, 2010 
God, Grace & Creation, Edited by Philip J. Rossi, 2010 
Theologizing en Espanglish, Carmen Nanko-Fernandez, 2010 
Miracles, Missions, & American Pentecostalism, Gary B. 
McGee, 2010 
Reclaiming Catholicism – Treasures Old and New, Edited 
by Thomas H. Groome and Michael J. Daley, 2010 
When Values Collide, Joseph P. Chinnici, 2010 
Racial Justice and the Catholic Church, Bryan N. Massin-
gale, 2010 
Catholicism in Social and Historical Contexts – An Intro-
duction, Curt Cadorette, 2009 
A Christian View of Islam, Essays on Dialogue, Thomas 
Michel, S.J. Irfan A. Omar, Editor, 2010 
Why Africa Matters, Cedric Mayson, 2010 
The Gospel Among the Nations, Robert A. Hunt, 2010. 
The Rhythm of Being, Raimon Panikkar, 2010. 

 

 
We stand in solidarity with His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, who in his recent ad-
dress to the Pontifical Council for Migrants and Itinerant People, called upon the na-
tions of the world to establish policies and plans which give migrants and refugees 
“opportunities to obtain legal status, promoting the fair rights to family reunification, 
asylum and refugee status, compensating for necessary restrictive measures and op-
posing the appalling trafficking of human beings.”  We echo the Holy Father’s call to 
international organizations, international bodies, and nation-states to “resolve the 
crucial questions of security and development to the benefit of all.”  The lack of secu-
rity and development are the very factors that contribute to the need for people to mi-
grate.       ~Regional Bishops Statement on Immigration 
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For a list of current job openings please see our blog at   

www.uscma-dc.blogspot.com  
or check our website at www.uscatholicmission.org 

United States Catholic Mission Association 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
JULY 
 

Fri-Sun, July 16-18 
Know Justice, Know Peace: Ending War at Home and Abroad,  
National Conference in Chicago, www.paxchristiusa.org 
 

Wednesday, July 21 
Roses in December: The Story of Jean Donovan Catholic Sisters 
in America,  Maltz Museum, Beachwood, Ohio  
 

Sunday, July 25- Friday, July 30 
Hearing Love’s Whisper: Practicing Peace in a Fractured World,  
more information at www.maryknollsisters.org/mmi 
 

Wednesday, July 28 -  Sunday, August 1 
71st Annual Tekakwitha Conference 
Walk in Beauty with Kateri in the Land of Enchantment , 
Albuquerque, New Mexico,  more information at: http://
www.tekconf.org/membership.html 
 
AUGUST 
 

Wednesday, August 4-Saturday, August 7 
CMSM Annual Conference “Ephphatha! To Hear and To Pro-
claim,”  Long Beach, California  
 

Tuesday, August 10- Saturday, August 14 
LCWR Annual Conference “Hope in the Midst of Darkness,” 
Dallas, Texas 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 

Thursday, September 9– Friday, September 10 
U.S. Churches Today, more information at http://www.omsc.org/ 
 

Friday, Sept. 10-Sunday, September 12 
Fair Trade Federation Conference,  Boston, MA, more information 
online at fairtradeconference.ning.com 
 

Monday, September 13–Friday, September 17 
How to Develop Mission and Church Archives,  more information 
at http://www.omsc.org/ 
 

Monday, September 20–Friday, September 24 
The Internet and Mission: Getting Started,  more information at 
http://www.omsc.org/ 
 

Wednesday, September 29- Saturday, October 2 
The Four Seasons of Grace,  Los Altos, CA, more information at 
www.maryknollsisters.org/mmi 
 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Sunday, October 3- Friday, October 8 
The Four Seasons of Grace,  Monrovia, CA,  more information at 
www.maryknollsisters.org/mmi  
 

Monday, October 11–Friday, October 15 
Nurturing and Educating Transcultural Kids,  more information at 
http://www.omsc.org/ 
 

Monday, October 18–Friday, October 22 
Culture, Interpersonal Conflict, and Christian Mission, more infor-
mation at http://www.omsc.org/ 
 

 

 

Thursday, October 28—Sunday October 31 
To register or find more information please go to 

www.missioncongress.org or 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

THE NEW COLOSSUS 
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 

With conquering limbs astride from land to land; 
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 

"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she 
' With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 

Emma Lazarus 
Statue of Liberty 



 

 

 

When aliens settle with you 
in your land,  
you shall not oppress them. 

They shall be treated as  
native-born among you, and 
you shall love them as people 
like yourselves, because  
you were aliens in Egypt.  

I am the Lord your God. 
 
Leviticus 19: 33-34 

United States Catholic Mission Association 
3025 Fourth Street NE 
Suite 100 
Washington, DC 20017 
Phone: 202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 


