
 

 

VOLUME 20, ISSUE 1 
 

Spring 2011 

We pray: 
 

That the Holy Spirit may give 
light and strength to those in 
many regions of  the world 
who are persecuted and dis-
criminated against because of  
the gospel.  
  ~Pope Benedict XVI 
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A DAUGHTER OF JOB:  

A Reflection of Life in  

Africa for Women and the  

Church’s Response 

  
By: Sr Mary Frances Kobets, MM 
 
Doreen Mashinga, living in the 
midlands of Zimbabwe, is a 
daughter of her nation. Her old 
culture with rules and regulations 
is her heritage including the ne-
cessity for stamina in just being a 
woman. Becoming an independ-
ent country in Africa presents po-
tential opportunities, but even 
more challenges for women as 
corruption increases exploita-
tion. In addition to domestic vio-
lence and government intimida-
tion and torture, we have the 
presence of illegal gold miners in 
our area. Kidnapping orphan girls 
as work and sex slaves is an add-
ed violence that gets little atten-
tion as there is no law and order. 
 
Fortunately Doreen finished high 
school and did not fall victim to so 
much dangers around her.  Then, 
she lost her parents and was of-
ten abused by her grandfa-
ther.  She became HIV positive. 

The abuse and the infection 
changed her life.  For some 
time she was in denial and when 
reality sets in she was suicidal. 
Depressed and hopeless, her 
physical condition deteriorated. 
An aunt who is a nurse cared for 
her and put her into a medical 
program where she would re-
ceive ARV's (anti retroviral 
drugs), fruits and vegetables at 
home and slowly improve, but of 
course not be cured.  It was at 
this time that Doreen's faith and 
prayer life was renewed.  Her 
faith had taken a beating.  She 
sought the advice of a priest who 
encouraged her to come to Or-
phans Education and Agriculture 
Support (OEAS), a Maryknoll Sis-
ters ministry in Gweru where she 

Doreen Mashinga with a mentally and physically chal-
lenged orphan in Gweru  
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Speaking of updates, much work has been 
done in updating our USCMA website. If you 
have not had the chance to look at it, please 
m a k e  s u r e  y o u  v i s i t  u s  a t 
www.uscatholicmission.org. We have added 
new features, such as Sunday Reflections on 
the readings, weekly highlights, Faces in Mis-
sion (short video of people in mission sharing 
their story), and an easy link to our blog 
(updated regularly) and Facebook page. Our 
aim is to make the website reflect the passion 
and commitment we have to mission and 
global solidarity. We want these sites to be as 
interactive as possible so we invite you to 
send us your reflections for the blog, send us 
a short video of your mission story, and “like” 
us on the Facebook. More importantly, I ask 
that you pass along all of these information to 
other people.  
 
 We are also in the process of creating a se-
ries of video courses in mission which you or 
your group can use to further your mission 
reflections and studies. Sr. Madge Karecki, 
SSJ-TOSF, mission professor and Director of 
the Office for Mission Education and Anima-
tion in the Archdiocese of Chicago has 
agreed to do the first series on Missionary 
Discipleship. We are very excited about this 
and can’t wait to share it with you. 
 
We are also very excited about our upcoming 
Annual Mission Conference, “Push out into 
the deep… Communion and Missionary Dis-
cipleship” on October 28 – 30, 2011. We 
have 3 world renowned speakers and authors 
– Fr. Steve Bevans, SVD, Sr. Madge Karecki, 
SSJ-TOSF, and for the first time in our history 
as an association – a sitting US Ambassador 
to the Holy See – Dr. Miguel Diaz, who many 
of you know for his                 Continued on p. 6                                        

From the Executive Director  

Fr. Michael Montoya, MJ 
 

Spring is one of my favorite seasons. The 
budding trees and the flowers that begin 
to bloom offer a reminder that new begin-
nings are possible and if allowed, present 
a colorful palette of a hope-filled future. 
And in God’s hand, we can be assured 
that it will be very good! 
 
It is with this sense that I come to you to 
thank you for all you do to promote mis-
sion and global solidarity and for allowing 
me to be part of your wonderful journey. 
Six years of amazing experience that will 
be treasured in my heart! I have learned a 
lot from you and have been inspired by 
your dedication to mission. The support 
you have given me has been tremendous. 
It is a privileged moment for me – a sa-
cred time, to share my humble contribu-
tion to the growth of USCMA. With your 
trust and support, we were able to do 
many things, strengthen many relation-
ships, broken many barriers, and bridge 
many gaps. I will treasure this experience 
and will cherish all the friendships created 
along the way. With St. Paul, I can truly 
say, “I thank my God each time I think of 
you and when I pray for you, I pray with 
joy.” 
 
The Board has started the search for the 
new Executive Director. A more complete 
ad for the position is in this issue of the 
Mission Update and our website. Please 
help us spread the word. 
 
 Many new and exciting things have been 
“springing” at USCMA. By now, you have 
already received our Mission E-Update. 
This focuses on the “who, what, where, 
and when” of the mission world and a tool 
for our membership to promote the excit-
ing things happening in mission. This will 
also allow for us to send you time sensi-
tive materials. Please call the office if you 
would like to receive the Mission E-
Update. 
 

From the Board President 

TERESITA GONZALEZ DELA MAZA 

 
“It is not a matter of preaching a word of con-
solation, but rather a Word which disrupts, 
which calls to conversion and which opens 
the way to an encounter with the one through 
whom a new humanity flowers."  

 

Pope Benedict XVI,  
Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini  

30 September 2010, 93.   
 

Greetings USCMA friends,   
 
I join all of you in this time of Lenten sacrifice 
and challenge of conversion, to renew and 
open ourselves in greater communion with 
Christ.  The past months have been full of 
new developments and reflections, and we 
have so much to share.  In this issue we re-
flect on the women of Africa and the models 
of struggle, heroism and faith that we derive 
from their experience. We thank Sr. Janice 
for her willingness to share her personal jour-
ney with us during the Mission Congress and 
in this Mission Update. It challenges us to a 
new way of seeing and being with one anoth-
er and with the natural environment.   
 
This month the world celebrates International 
Women’s Day, a good moment to reflect on 
the compassionate leadership, generosity, 
rich perspective, and contribution to justice 
and peace of so many women in the 
church.  Women are disproportionately bur-
dened with the most severe social problems 
and oppressive situations throughout the 
world, and there is much to be learned from 
the diversity of responses and perspectives 
of survival and  
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would find the poorest and most needy of or-
phans. Simply, the advice from the compassion-
ate priest was:  "do something for others". 
Doreen made herself known to one of our staff 
members.  Soon she and I met and I suggested 
that she become a volunteer helping with the 
orphans using her gift of goodness.  Her renew-
al progressed and she made a solemn promise 
to the Lord to help the boys and girls who need-
ed help the most. She has become a full time 
staff member.  She now shares the lessons and 
wisdom she has learned.  She listened to God 
as Job listened and like Job, patience was a dif-
ficult lesson. 
 
Doreen is a role model for girls like... 
 
Petronella is a young orphan who was born HIV 
positive.  At 14  years of age, her growth is stunt-
ed and she is often sickly. She is in the OE-
AS program, loves school and comes to tutoring 
lessons.  Her health is carefully watched over by 
Doreen and may mean that Petronella needs 
special attention and medication.  Neither of 
which comes easy in Zimbabwe. Doreen in her 
work at OEAS provides Petronella with the best 
medicine of all—one of Job's daughters helping 
another. 
 
Sidanisile is 18 and another orphan in the OE-
AS program.  She was born with incomplete arms 
and legs and with a clinical speech impair-

ment.  She had two brothers who were similarly 
disabled.  When Sindanisile came along, her par-
ents gave her the name which means "fed 
up.”  Doreen learned play therapy at OEAS and 
uses this technique to encourage the confidence 
Sidanisile exhibits in her creativity as an artist. 
 
So as the Maryknoll Sisters meet the challenge of 
sharing God's love with Zimbabwe's mistreated 
and forgotten, Doreen joins that mission as a  

Zimbabwean sharing her hope and commitment  
with her own people and especially with women 
and girls. The violence that many of the girls 
have suffered is no longer a lonely secret or a 
time for despair. Together with Maryknoll Sisters 
Mary Frances Kobets and Bernice Rigney, 
Doreen is a partner in this mission. 
 
We move in mission in the spirit and companion-
ship of Ruth and Naomi, two faithful women in 
the Old Testament. In solidarity with these wom-
en who fall through the cracks in society, we walk 
and witness as Jesus taught us to do with the gift 
of our Maryknoll charism.+ 

Sidanisile, physically challenged orphan in Gweru, Zimbabwe Sister Bernice Rigney, MM  and an Orphan in a Play Therapy session. 

Sister Mary Frances Kobets, MM and some orphans. 
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The International Violence Against Women Act (H.R. 
4594, S.2982) or I-VAWA for short, was introduced by 
Senators John Kerry, Barbara Boxer, Susan Collins, and 
Olympia Snowe; and by Representatives Bill Delahunt 
and Ted Poe earlier in 2010. This bill would empower the 
US government, through its foreign assistance and in 
collaboration with the international community, to pursue 
effective remedies to violence against women worldwide. 
 

While fighting impunity for acts of sexual violence, I-
VAWA would also direct the US, through its support of 
local organizations, to empower women in politics, econ-
omy, education, human rights promotion, and participa-
tion in peace building. 
 

As of September 2010 there are 122 members of the 
House of Representatives and 32 in the Senate who 
have co-sponsored this bill.  We need many more co-
sponsors of this bill.  

 

RATIONALE: 
 

Whereas we are a community of organizations and indi-
viduals, informed by Catholic Social Teaching, dedicated 
to educating and advocating for responsible U.S. rela-
tions with other countries, members of the US Catholic 
Mission Association in conjunction with the Africa Faith 
and Justice Network have long been interested in seeing 
our elected officials support peace building, human 
rights, and social justice on the continents of Africa, Asia 
and South/Central America.  
 

Whereas we support U.S. economic and political policies 
that will benefit these people, facilitate an end to armed 
conflict, and promote sustainable development, 
 

Whereas there continues to be incidents such as the re-
cent atrocities in Luvungi in eastern Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC) where from July 29th to August 4th 
many women were raped by armed militants identified as 
Mai Mai Cheka Cheka and the Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), demonstrating once again 
that rape is being used as a weapon of war in many parts 
of our world,  
 

Whereas by forming the Office for Global Women's Is-
sues within the Department of State, calling for ambitious 
and accountable country-specific programming, and re-
quiring the integration of women's issues into all aspects 
of US foreign policy, the International Violence Against 
Women Act (I-VAWA) will demonstrate to the world that 

the US doing its part for women, 
 

Whereas while fighting impunity for acts of sexual violence, 
I-VAWA would also direct the US, through its support of 
local organizations, to empower women in politics, econo-
my, education, human rights promotion, and participation 
in peacebuilding, 
 

SUGGESTED ACTION: 
 

We ask members of the USCMA to contact their Senators 
and Members of Congress to co-sponsor the International 
Violence Against Women Act (H.R. 4594, S.2982) immedi-
ately and also to ask that sufficient funding be assured and 
made available to USAID to effectively implement the strat-
egy outlined as required by the bill.+   
  

USCMA Resolution 2010 

Faces in Mission:Faces in Mission:Faces in Mission:   
   “The call of God is to listen with an open heart.” 
Columban Fr. Arturo Aguilar offers this insight when 
asked about the impact of mission in his life. Hear him 
and other missioners on the newest feature of the 
USCMA website Faces in Mission.   This new feature  
is aimed at the looking and hearing the personal sto-
ries of the men and women; young and old; lay, or-
dained and professed religious.  Every person has the 
chance  to live into their mission identity with a mis-
sion spirit.  Listen to what other missioners have to 
say about their own experience in mission.   
 
   If you would like to share your story of mission, feel 
free to stop by our offices anytime to be interviewed.  
Don’t live in Washington, D.C.?  No worries, send us 
an email at uscma@uscatholicmission.org 
 

Photo credit:: St. Cloud Diocesan Mission Office 

 

Be a Face in Mission at Be a Face in Mission at Be a Face in Mission at 
www.uscatholicmission.orgwww.uscatholicmission.orgwww.uscatholicmission.org   

LET IT BE RESOLVED: 
 
The U.S. Catholic Mission Association joins the 
Africa Faith & Justice Network in support of the 
International Violence Against Women Act (HR 
4594, S 2982). 
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Church Promotes Rights of African  

Women Missionaries  

 

 
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia, FEB. 18, 2011 (Zenit.org).- Catholic 
missionaries in Ethiopia are directly impacting the view of 
women's dignity, promoting equality of all people and the 
education of girls.  Aid to the Church in Need, which supports 
these missionaries, reported on the effect of the Church on 
the Borana Oromo tribe in southern Ethiopia.  In this culture, 
girls have traditionally been married off without the possibility 
of refusal. If a young woman became pregnant before mar-
riage, she was sold to an enemy tribe. 
 

The Church has been slowly changing these customs by 
teaching about the equal dignity of men and women before 
God.  The Catholic missionaries have reported a growing 
interest in education, including that of girls. 
 

Father Boniface Isenge, a missionary who works with the 
people, stated, "We encourage people to send their children 
to school and come to have a love of learning."  The aid 
agency noted that education has helped the people to im-
prove living conditions, safeguard their rights, and understand 
the faith by reading the Bible. 
 

Father Isenge reported: "The people love to listen to us.  
They were delighted when we came to them. They are very 
hospitable and immediately shared their food and the milk 
from their cows with us.  They also know that we are here to 
help them. We share everything with them, fetch water with 
them, travel the journeys on foot with them." 
 

Evangelization 
 

He noted that the when he first arrived to that region he had 
to learn the language, and the Borana were "delighted" to 
hear a foreigner speak in their tongue.  The priest added that 
this process has actually aided his work, as the people listen 
attentively to correct his use of the language, thereby attend-
ing closely to his message as well.  "This is part of my joy," 
he said. 
 

Father Isenge emphasized the need to build a church in the 
area where he works, near the village of Hako Bake, where 
the main marketplace of the region is located.  Although the 
Holy Ghost Fathers have built some schools and churches in 
the region, the nearest is still ten miles away. 
 

A letter from the missionaries to the aid agency stated, "The 
evangelization work that we want to start in Hako Bake will 
aim to reach every area of the people's lives."  Thus, Aid to 
the Church in Need is sending €15,000 ($20,455) to support 
the building project. 
 

 

Father Isenge stressed the need to put down "deep roots" for 
the faith in this region.  He noted that the young people in 
particular, especially the girls, have been quick to embrace 
the Christian faith.+ 

 

 

Free Access to Childbirth  

and Newborn Care:  

Initiative by  

'Doctors with Africa Cuamm'  

for the Women of Africa 

 

Padova (Agenzia Fides) – There are 265,000 women who 
die each year in Africa due to pregnancy and childbirth relat-
ed problems. To ensure the natural right of these mothers to 
give birth to their children, for the upcoming Women's Day, 
the group 'Doctors with Africa Cuamm' has launched a cam-
paign for free access to childbirth and newborn care for 37 
projects in the 7 countries where it operates, with the objec-
tive of ensuring free supervised deliveries under normal and 
complicated conditions, guaranteeing all basic health ser-
vices related to the survival of both mother and baby, includ-
ing Caesarean section if necessary. The initiative will take 
the form of virtual greeting cards for Women's Day. By con-
necting to the Cuamm website you can choose the pictures 
and words and send your greetings, thereby supporting the 
efforts of the association. (AP) (5/3/2011 Agenzia Fides) + 

 

CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO USCMA 
 

All donations are tax-deductible and will go to 
help USCMA fulfill its mandate to 

 
PROMOTE MISSION AND GLOBAL SOLIDARITY.   

 
Donate on line at www.uscatholicmission.org 

Just click on the Make a Gift  button. 
 

You can also send a  check or money order to: 
 

United States Catholic Mission Association 
Hecker Center for Ministry, Suite 100 

3025 Fourth Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20017-1107 
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TURNED UPSIDE DOWN: LEARNING AND CHALLENGESTURNED UPSIDE DOWN: LEARNING AND CHALLENGESTURNED UPSIDE DOWN: LEARNING AND CHALLENGES   
A Missioner’s Journey in Southern AfricaA Missioner’s Journey in Southern AfricaA Missioner’s Journey in Southern Africa   

Sister Janice McLaughlin, MM 
MISSION CONGRESS 2010 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

October 28 – 31, 2010 

    

I feel honored to address you today and encouraged by seeing so 
many people who are committed to mission. This is my first time 
to attend a Mission Congress such as this. I’ve lived and worked 
on the Africa continent for the past forty years so I’m a stranger in 
the United States, even though I was born here. A proverb by the 
Tonga people who live along the Zambezi River where there are 
crocodiles, hippo’s, lions and other dangerous animals, sums up 
how I feel right now: “The one who walks alone by the river gets 
eaten.”  I hope that I am not alone and that you will help me to 
discern the call for missioners today as I reflect on my experience 
on the African continent. 
 
    Our scripture reading this morning was very appropriate since I 
hope to put some flesh on the bare bones of mission by painting 
pictures of the people and places that I know and love. 
 During this time I plan to: 
 Paint the global reality as seen from the South 
 Share some of the lessons that I’ve learned 
 Raise questions for reflection 
 Describe the new face of mission 
 

Global reality and signs of hope: 
 

   Our world is suffering from many ills. I will dwell on only three of 
them – issues that we encounter each day in the countries in 
which you and I work around the world. They are issues that cry 
out for hope and healing. 
 

 Crimes against the environment 
 Crimes against women and children, especially human traf-

ficking 
 Crimes against the common good, especially poverty and 

inequality  
 

   Migration and globalization are cross-cutting issues that interact 
with all the others. They are both cause and effect of some of the 
crimes or modern-day sins that I will single out for our awareness 
and action. 
 

   As Christians, we are people of hope. Therefore, I will turn to 
the signs of hope that I see in relation to these realities and I will 
ask you to share that which gives you hope as well. 
 

A portrait of my mission experience: 
    

The Shona people of Zimbabwe, where I’ve lived and worked for 
the greater part of my life, have many names for God. My favorite 
is Chipindikure – the One Who Turns Things Upside Down – 
Chipindikure. It comes from the word, kupinduka, to be uprooted. 
This, I believe, is the gift and challenge of the mission vocation – 
to be uprooted from the familiar, the comfortable, from what we 
grew up knowing and believing; to be separated from our families, 
our culture, food, language, and even familiar forms of prayer; to 

be uprooted as well from our assumptions, prejudices and deeply 
held views. In other words, to be transformed into new people; like 
Ruth who followed her mother-in-law, Naomi to a foreign land, it 
means to enter into our adopted home with openness, humility 
and a willingness to learn.  
 

   By letting go of our ingrained ways of perceiving and doing, we 
hear God speaking in new voices and see the world with fresh 
eyes. As we are turned upside down, we move out of our comfort 
zone and are reborn to receive God’s revelation in new forms. 
 

   As I embraced the newness of first Kenya, then Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe, I encountered the resilience, endurance and strong 
faith of people living on the margins of society with barely enough 
to eat, a grass mat for sleeping, a pot for cooking and little else. As 
we come in contact with the poor who carry the cross of pain and 
suffering daily, we recognize our own need for conversion.  
 

   The first time that I walked into Mathare Valley, a slum of more 
than 50,000 people on the outskirts of Nairobi, I was overwhelmed 
by the smell of raw sewage, the flies, garbage, crowding and 
noise. As I came to know some of the people who lived in this in-
human situation, I admired their ability to endure hardships and 
overcome adversity in their quest for a better life. I still marvel at 
their ability to sing, dance, pray and celebrate in thanksgiving for 
God’s gift of life and love. Relationships, I discovered, are at the 
heart of our mission vocation.  
 

   From the slums of Nairobi, to a prison cell in war torn Rhodesia 
and refugee camps deep in the forests of Mozambique, God kept 
opening my eyes to recognize God’s presence in the courageous, 
suffering people that I met wherever I went. I continue to be turned 
upside down as I re-enter the US society with its consumerism, 
militarism and polarized political debate. 
 

   Let me share an example with you from a book that I wrote 
shortly before leaving Zimbabwe at the end of 2008. It is a book 
about the wisdom we can learn from all God’s creatures, including 
baobab trees, dung beetles, lions and giraffes. I portray the giraffe 
as representing the 
virtue of flexibility and 
adaptability, qualities 
that are essential to a 
missioner. The giraffe is 
the tallest animal in the 
world – the skyscraper 
of the savannah, aver-
aging 18 ft tall and 
weighing as much as 
four thousand pounds.   
 

   “A giraffe has a huge 
heart in order to pump 
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blood up its long neck to its head. To drink, it must either strad-
dle or bend its forelegs to reach the water. It has a very deli-
cate mechanism that controls the flow of blood to the head to 
prevent it from fainting each time it bends down to drink. Su-
premely adapted to living in a harsh environment, the giraffe 
can eat thorny branches at the tops of trees where no other 
animal can reach. Its tongue grows up to eighteen inches long 
in order to get around the thorns to the nutritious leaves, and a 
modified atlas-axis joint lets it extend its head further to in-
crease its height advantage.”1         
  

   I go on to explain how this applied to me. “As someone who 
has lived more than half of my life on the African continent, I 
have discovered the necessity of being adaptable and flexible,” 
I observed. “Sometimes crossing cultural barriers can be like 
trying to get past the thorns on the tree to find the nourishing 
leaves. Faced with such strong cultural differences, even when 
I thought I was being patient and open, I discovered that others 
did not find me so. It is so easy to judge that which is different 
as inferior or wrong and to accept our own definition of reality 
as correct and normative for all time and all people,” I conclud-
ed, urging us to be open to change and to accept differences.2 
 

   I was turned upside many times in my mission journey but 
probably the most transforming experience of my life came in 
1977 when I worked as Press Secretary with the Justice and 
Peace Commission in what was then Southern Rhodesia. The 
Commission was exposing the war crimes of the minority gov-
ernment of Ian Smith. Naturally the government did not want 
this information known so they raided our offices, confiscated 
our files and arrested me, detaining me in prison for three 
weeks and accusing me of being a “communist and a support-
er of terrorism.” I often say that my time in prison was the best 
retreat that I ever made! 
 

   Writing of my experience, I recalled: 
“As I read the Psalms and Gospels in my prison cell, I felt that 
they were written just for me. Each stanza and verse spoke of 
God’s love and protection in time of trial. I wrote in my diary 
later that ‘I knew that God was with me in my prison cell.’ Even 
though the bed was filthy and full of lumps, the food tasteless, 
the routine and lack of freedom monotonous and the uncertain-
ty about the future frightening, I have never felt so peaceful 
and contented in my life. God’s love became as real as the air I 
breathed and the blood that coursed through my veins. It was 
the sweetest comfort that I have ever known, before or since.”3 

 

I concluded that “we do not have to be arrested or imprisoned 
to experience God’s love, nor does God speak to us only when 
we are in trouble or suffering. God is never far from us. We can 
count on God’s love and protection every moment of our 
lives.”4 I invite you to reflect on when you were turned upside 
down and how this changed you. 
 

A portrait of the global reality: 
 

A few statistics may help to situate our discussion in the wider 
global reality of globalisation and migration. 
 

 One in every six people on the planet live in South Asia, one 
of the most heavily populated areas in the world.5 This in-
cludes India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Indonesia. 

 One in every five people in the world speaks Mandarin.6 
 Brazil has the world’s largest Catholic population. 
 Seoul, Korea, is the second largest metropolitan area in the 

world with a population of 23 million.7 
 One million persons migrate each day from rural to urban 

communities worldwide.8 The number of mega-cities is 
growing and with them comes crime, disease and inhuman 
living conditions. 

 Turning to the United States, Hispanics constitute 14% of 
the U.S. population of 308 million. Approximately one million 
new immigrants enter the US annually from various coun-
tries.9 

 Overall, minorities now constitute slightly over a third of the 
population; in four states, minorities are the majority: Hawaii 
(75%), New Mexico (58%), California (57%) and Texas 
(52%), as they are in the District of Columbia (68%).10 

 

   These statistics remind us that we are a people on the move, 
always searching for a better life, however we might define that. 
This is not a new phenomenon. Probably most of our ancestors 
migrated to this continent from another continent. The new factor 
is globalization, an economic and political reality that has in-
creased the flow of migrants worldwide. Commenting on this 
reality, Indian theologian Michael Amaladoss states: “What we 
have is not the globalization of well-being and abundance but the 
globalization of poverty and injustice.”11 

 

   What does this global reality of migration and diversity say to 
us, people of faith and bearers of the Good News of salvation?  
 

Questions: 
When have you been turned upside down? What did you learn? 
What can the United States learn from other societies? 
What worries or concerns you most about the global reality? 
What gives you hope for the future? 
 

 
Crimes Against the Environment: 
 

   Theologian and environmentalist Thomas Berry declared that 
the next cutting edge for prophetic ministry in the Church would 
be saving the planet from environmental destruction. “The Chris-
tian future, in my view, will depend above all on the ability of 
Christians to assume their responsibility for the fate of Earth,” he 
declared on many occasions. The visionary Jesuit Teilhard 
deChardin said much the same thing 50 years earlier. 
 

   I must admit that those working in overseas mission as I have 
done often put environmental concerns at the bottom of our list 
after poverty, war, racism and oppression of women and chil-
dren. These seemed much more urgent and immediate than the 
loss of some animals and trees. I needed to be turned upside 
down again to see the connections between those critical issues 
and the destruction of the environment. 
 

   It happened when I worked with displaced people in Central 
Mozambique in the late 1980s during a war of destabilization 
that was fueled by apartheid South Africa against the neighbor-
ing states. As thousands fled their rural homes to escape being 
kidnapped, maimed and murdered by the rebel RENAMO forces, 
they flocked into urban centers that had no infrastructure to deal 
with the rapid influx. Trees were cut for firewood and for shelter; 
garbage piled in the streets, rivers and streams were polluted. In 
the absence of meaningful work, prostitution flourished and with 
it came AIDS. Meanwhile, the rebels slaughtered wildlife for food 
and killed elephants for their ivory tusks that were sold interna-
tionally and helped fund the war. 
 

   Much later, when I visited a game park in the south west cor-
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ner of Zimbabwe, bordering Mozambique, I saw a generation of 
elephants without tusks. A game ranger told me that the slaughter 
of elephants for their tusks had been so great in that area that he 
believed there was an overnight adaptation for survival and forest 
elephants no longer had tusks. Whether this was indeed the case or 
not, it underscored the seriousness of environmental destruction 
due to war and poverty. 
 

   We’ve all seen environmental destruction caused by wealth. In 
fact, the greatest damage to the global environment is caused by 
the consumption habits of the industrialized North. The model of 
development that the North has espoused and is trying to teach the 
rest of the world is unsustainable. The North’s insatiable demand for 
raw materials and non-renewable sources of energy is rapidly de-
pleting the planet and causing global warming and other environ-
mental disasters. Think Gulf oil spill! Or toxic waste in Hungary! 
 

   The US consumer society needs to be turned upside down to 
change its habits or our way of life may destroy the planet. We 
know the statistics – the industrialized North consumes 80% of the 
world’s resources. As China, India, Brazil and other nations emulate 
the US life style, where will they find sufficient resources to make it 
happen? Not only could there by wars over oil but over water as 
well. 
 

Eco-Justice – Guardians of the Earth 
 

   Turning to signs of hope, it’s important to recognize that the envi-
ronmental movement did not begin in North America or Europe. In 
fact, indigenous cultures have a long tradition of living in harmony 
with creation and acting as guardians of the earth. In Zimbabwe, for 
example, the spirit mediums and traditional healers helped to hu-
manize the war of liberation by forbidding the guerrillas to cut trees 
or kill animals needlessly. They also warned against the spilling of 
blood of human beings. Their wise counsel helped to make the war 
less destructive and instilled a sense of caring for God’s creation.  
 

   World Earth Day this year witnessed the conclusion of a World 
People’s Conference for Climate Change that was held in Bolivia 
and attended by 35,000 people from around the world. It resulted in 
a People’s Referendum on Climate Change. 
 

   South Africa has a strong environ-
mental movement that calls for the pro-
tection of biodiversity in the face of a 
deliberate attempt by North American 
companies to sell genetically modified 
seeds on the African continent. In re-
sponse, the Jesuit Center for Theologi-
cal Reflection in Zambia and Silveira 
House in Zimbabwe joined hands to 
educate subsistence farmers about the 
risks of a commercialized model of agri-
culture and the loss of biodiversity it 
would cause.  
 

   The international mining industry has 
met opposition from Christian groups in 
Peru and Ecuador that have exposed 
the pollution of rivers and streams by 
mining waste that is causing sickness 
and even death. Human rights activists 
from Peru led by Maryknoll Sister Pat 
Ryan and human rights lawyer Trinidad 

Carlos spoke at the United Nations last year, raising awareness of 
the threat that mining poses for human life in general – not just for 
the miners. 
 

   When I visited the Marshall Islands in the Pacific earlier in the 
year, I watched huge fishing vessels from Asia as they swept up 
fish to export to Japan and Korea, and wondered how long before 
the oceans will be depleted. I also met environmentalists there who 
are trying to protect their natural habitat from over fishing. 
 

   Here in the States, the African Faith and Justice Network (AFJN) 
and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) have joined hands to oppose 
the sale of blood diamonds from Zimbabwe as well as from the 
Congo, Sierre Leone and other war torn nations. They are also 
leading the campaign against the sale of ‘blood coltan’, a rare met-
al from the Democratic Republic of the Congo that helps fuel the 
war there. Every one of us who has a cell phone and a computer 
must lobby that the coltan comes from legitimate sources and is 
not bought from war lords in the DRC, the very people who are 
raping women and killing civilians. This means that we will pay 
more for these items – a small price to help end a bloody and 
senseless war. 
 

   These small but significant steps are, I believe, new frontiers for 
mission in Asia, Africa, South America and the Pacific. 
 

  Saving the planet is not just a physical question or a geographic 
issue but is also a question of ethics and values with deep theolog-
ical implications. Teilhard opened for us an understanding of a new 
cosmology and theology related to the use of the world’s re-
sources. Thomas Berry built on this rich foundation. He speaks of 
“the natural world as the primary revelation to us of the divine.” 12 

 

I conclude this section with a poem by Zimbabwean author Charles 
Mungoshi that reminds us about what really matters in life.  
 

Questions: 
1.When were your eyes opened to the reality of the environmental 
crisis? 
2.What did you do about it? 
3.What do you see as the most critical environmental issue facing 
the planet today? 
4.How can the missionary Church respond? 
 
 

Crimes against women and children - Human Trafficking 
 

   The trafficking of people is a 32 billion dollar industry that rivals 
the illegal trade in guns and drugs. It’s the modern day form of 
slavery. It cuts to the heart of the Christian message that stresses 
the dignity of the human person. When we allow human beings to 
be treated as commodities their true value as children of God is 
denied and their dignity and self esteem is eroded. 
 

  As many as one million people, the majority being women and 
children, are trafficked annually across international borders; ap-
proximately twenty thousand of these come to the United States, 
usually for sexual exploitation. Imagine my surprise when I read in 
the local New York paper shortly after returning to the United 
States in 2009 that a ring of traffickers were arrested in affluent 
Westchester country for buying and selling the sexual services of 
women from the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 
 

   In Southern Africa, we have a new phenomenon called ‘take-
aways’. Named for the fast food that you pick up along highways, 
truck drivers who travel from Zambia to South Africa pick up 

What to Do 
 

Take out all your belongings –  
Furniture, clothes, crockery – 
All you have since held dear 
Take them all out 
And return them to the forest. 
 
Now bring in the sky 
The mountains, distant views 
 
Of anything, the rivers, trees, 
Boulders; the animals, birds 
And insects – 
Set them loose in your room. 
 
Now – 
Kneel down anywhere 
And give thanks.13 
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young women along their routes who can’t afford the bus or 
train fare to travel to South Africa. Like take-away food, these 
women are used sexually in exchange for transport and dis-
carded when they reach the next stop. Imagine what this does 
to their self esteem. It is also one of the main factors in the 
spread of AIDS. 
 

   When I visited Guatemala earlier this year, I learned about the 
kidnapping and sale of women throughout Central America. 
Many of them become HIV positive and live alone and rejected 
far from home. The same is true in South East Asia, one of the 
hubs of trafficking. 

 

   The eradication of this modern day slavery will require a world-
wide education movement and action across borders. Groups 
like the Network of Religions for Peace have made this a priority. 
Religious congregations have set up shelters for women who 
have escaped their captors but have nowhere to go and no skills 
to earn a living. The world legal system must devise stern pun-
ishment for the buyers and sellers of human cargo. Each of us 
has a role to play in raising awareness and stopping this most 
dehumanizing industry. We are called to bring hope and healing 
to those whose humanity has been trampled. This is another 
face of mission today. 
 

Questions: 
1. Do you have any knowledge of human trafficking in the 

places where you and your members live and work? 
2. How can you help to bring this practice to light and join oth-

ers to stop it? 
3. Can you help to rehabilitate the victims? 
 

 
Crimes against the common good - Poverty and Inequality  
 

One quarter of the population, almost 3 million people, have left 
the country looking for work in South Africa, Botswana or Zam-
bia, where they become illegal immigrants and are arrested or 
deported if they are caught. Godrey Fly, a father of three, goes 
often to South Africa when he finds temporary employment on 
commercial farms. When I last saw him he had been arrested 
and after spending several months in prison, he was deported 
back to Zimbabwe. Yet he was preparing to travel south again. 
When I pointed out that he might be arrested again, he replied 
with a smile: “They feed you in prison there and give you blan-
kets. It’s much better than life here.”   
 

   Poverty is what drives migration and the vast flow of people 
from South to North and within the South itself. One quarter of 
Zimbabwe’s population is in South Africa. One third of El Salva-
dor’s population is in Canada and United States. There are one 
million workers from the Philippines in Japan. People leave 
home, risking long journeys and exploitation along the way and 
even after they arrive, for one reason – to seek a better life for 
themselves and their families. Until we can create a more human 
and equal world, we will never stem the flow of illegal immigrants 
no matter how many border patrols we hire or how many fences 
we build. The brain drain that this migration represents is a huge 
loss for the countries of origin and helps keep them poor and 
underdeveloped.  
 

   Another consequence of our interconnected world is the grow-
ing inequality between the have’s and have nots, both here and 
around the world. The richest 1% of the world has as much as 

the poorest 57% taken together and the three wealthiest individ-
uals have as much as the poorest 48 nations combined, mostly 
on the African continent.14 Here on this continent, in this country, 
the gap between the highest paid and the average worker has 
skyrocketed. In the 1960s it was approximately 25 to 30 times 
higher; by 1990, it was 100 times higher and in 2005, it was 900 
times higher.15 The top 1% in the United States (this includes 
athletes and celebrities who are also highly paid) own a third of 
the nation’s wealth – more than the entire bottom 90% put to-
gether.16 What’s happened to the middle class? 
 

   The majority of the world’s poor live in slums, subsist on less 
than one dollar a day, have only one change of clothes, a mat to 
sleep on and a pot in which to cook whatever scraps can be 
made into a soup to keep one alive for one more day. One billion 
people go to bed hungry on our planet each day and a child dies 
of starvation every six seconds. 17 

 

   “…the kind of poverty which is lived by all too many people in 
our world is an evil and a scandal, something to be fought against 
and overcome whenever and wherever possible… The Peruvian 
liberation theologian Gustavo Gutierrez says it this way: ‘Material 
poverty is a subhuman situation…. Concretely, to be poor means 
to die of hunger, to be illiterate, to be exploited by others, not to 
know that you are being exploited, not to know that you are a 
person.’ Quite simply, poverty is an evil.”19 

 

   The African Synod pointed out that the political leaders of Africa 
often collude with international companies to despoil their own 
countries. We are often very quick to judge and condemn this 
corruption, which is indeed very serious. But I must ask whether 
these greedy and corrupt leaders are so much different from 
some of the greedy and corrupt leaders on Wall Street and in the 
banks and major corporations in this country. When I read that 
the head of Citigroup received a bonus on 38.2 million dollars in 
2008, I could hardly believe it! This bonus could have paid the 
salaries of all the teachers in Zimbabwe for a year. Teachers are 
happy to receive one hundred and fifty dollars a month.19 We 
continue to read stories about such excessive compensation by 
banks and corporations that received our tax-payer dollars to 
keep them afloat.      
 

   As Christians we are called to put the common good first and to 
act in solidarity with one another. In other words, the recognition 
of our common humanity obliges us to take action to create a 
more just and equal world. Cornel West, professor of religion and 
African American studies at Princeton University, argues that 
people’s commitment to their faith is best demonstrated in service 
to others.  “Are you concerned about those on the margins,” he 
asks, “or do we define a catastrophe only when it relates to in-
vestment bankers and Wall Street Bankers as opposed to the 
precious children in chocolate cities or white children in Appala-
chia or red children in Navajo reservations?...What costs are we 
willing to actually undergo? You can’t be a Christian if you’re not 
willing to pick up your cross and, in the end, be crucified on it. 
That’s the bottom line.”21 

 

That sounds radical but so does Jesus. Have we really heard the 
message of the Gospel? 
 

Here are a few excerpts from the Gospel of Luke: 
 “Be on your guard and avoid every kind of greed, for even 

though you have many possessions, it is not that which gives 

Periodic Paper 



 

 

5 
United States Catholic Mission Association 

Periodic Paper Spring 2011 

 

 you life.” (Luke 12:15) 
 “Sell what you have and give alms. Get yourselves purses 

that do not wear out, and make safe investments with God, 
where no thief comes and no moth destroys. For where your 
investments are, there will your heart be also.” (Luke 12:33-
4) 

 “No servant can serve two masters…. You cannot give your-
self both to God and to Money. The Pharisees, who loved, 
money heard all this and sneered at Jesus.” (Luke 16:13-14) 

 

The gospels are full of such reminders. 
 

  The message of Jesus turns the values of the world upside 
down. The parables that we know so well - the Good Samaritan, 
the Prodigal Son, the Woman at the well, and so many more - 
are stories of the kind of transformation that Jesus brings into 
people’s lives. He overturns the accepted values of his world and 
his time and introduces radical concepts of forgiveness, toler-
ance, compassion and love that are equally radical today. 
 

   The question, who is my neighbor, continues to call us to reach 
out to those in need, whether we know them or not – whether 
they are in Sao Paulo or San Diego, Dar es Salaam or Detroit. 
Let’s use this current economic crisis as an opportunity to re-
invent how we do things. I’m not just talking about adopting a 
simpler life-style, although that is a sensible thing to do, but of 
adopting a new global ethics that will care more about the future 
than about short-term gain; that will put people before profits; 
and that will protect and preserve the Earth’s resources rather 
than exploit and deplete them. Let’s also heed the call of Pax 
Christi International to the Millenium Development Goals’ Summit 
at the United Nations to reduce military spending, which it calls 
“the largest collection of economic resources available to govern-
ments.”21 (totaling US$1,531 billion globally in 2009) The authors 
ask: “What could be more innovative than a radical switch in pri-
orities, resulting in a diminished commitment to weapons and 
soldiers, in favour of a massive boost for global public goods and 
the titanic challenge of climate change?”22 

 

   Let me end this section with a story from the wisdom of African 
wildlife.23 It is a story of the rivalry between the elephant and the 
warthog. The warthog is not a very impressive looking animal but 
one which is very resourceful. It looks like a pig with fur. It is able 
to survive by eating grass as well as roots and tubers. Its snout is 
like a shovel that can dig into the earth to find tasty bulbs and 
nutritious rhizomes. Its jaw is hinged, enabling the warthog to 
grind grass and fruits. It lives in burrows where it is safe from 
predators and also from the hot sun. The warthog does not im-
press by its looks or deeds, but has learned to use the scarce 
resources around it to survive.  
 

   A Kenyan folktale recounts that the warthog was created with 
beautiful long ivory tusks and the elephant was given very small 
curved horns. The elephant envied the warthog and tricked him 
into exchanging tusks. After they had traded, the warthog 
laughed and said that the elephant would always live in fear and 
danger, as it would be hunted for its beautiful tusks while the ugly 
warthog could live in peace. 
 

Questions: 
1.How does globalization impact the reality of poverty around the 
world? 
2.How does poverty affect migration? 

3.How can the church promote a new global ethic around eco-
nomic issues? 
 

The New Face of Mission 
 

   Many important anniversaries of mission are being celebrated 
this year and in the near future. This year marks the 500th anniver-
sary of the coming of the Dominicans to the America’s. It is the 
100th anniversary of the Edinburgh Conference, which was the 

beginning of the modern 
ecumenical movement and 
the modern missionary 
movement ,  espec ia l l y 
among the Protestant 
churches.  Next year we will 
celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the 
Maryknoll Fathers and 
Brothers and the following 
year the Maryknoll Sisters 
will celebrate our 100th anni-
versary. Until 1908, the Unit-
ed States had been a receiv-
ing church. When Pope Ben-
edict declared that the US 
was no longer a mission 
territory, the seeds of 
Maryknoll were planted. 
Mary Josephine Rogers, 

James Anthony Walsh and Frederick Price joined hands to begin a 
new mission movement for both men and women that grew into 
Maryknoll. 
 

   Maryknoll has become a large family. In addition to the Maryknoll 
Sisters, priests and brothers, we have two branches of lay mem-
bers. The Maryknoll lay missioners celebrated their 35th anniver-
sary this year and have sent more than 600 men, women and chil-
dren to overseas mission during this time. The Maryknoll affiliates 
mark their 20th anniversary next year. The affiliate movement is 
the fastest growing branch of Maryknoll with more than 900 mem-
bers, the majority of them in the United States. The affiliates pro-
mote mission at home and abroad. They are involved in local pro-
jects that put into practice the social teachings of the Church. 
Some of them serve in overseas mission for short periods of time 
as well. 
 

   The growing role of the laity in mission is one of the major fea-
tures of the new face of mission. Lay mission movements in South 
America and Asia are also thriving and sending members abroad. 
Short term service is another new feature. Short term service is 
experienced by many students as Catholic colleges and universi-
ties participate in semesters abroad. This experience helps to turn 
young people upside down, opening their eyes to social injustice 
and the unequal relations between rich and poor, North and South. 
Many go on to join lay mission groups or to work with non-
governmental agencies that serve abroad. 
 

   Another new feature of mission today is collaboration between 
different congregations. I have in mind, inter-congregational initia-
tives such as Solidarity with Southern Sudan that is made up of 
142 religious congregations of Sisters, brothers and priests. They 
presently have 24 members working in four areas in the South of 
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Sudan to train teachers and health workers. They come from 14 
different congregations, 13 nationalities and from every continent!24 
Perhaps this is a model of mission for the future.  
 

   The new face of mission also reflects the diversity of our global-
ised world. “As religious missioners, the Maryknoll Sisters have also 
become globalized. Our membership is not only living in more than 
25 countries, but many of our Sisters are from those countries.”25 I 
suspect that this is true of your communities as well. We have Kore-
an Sisters working in Zimbabwe; Zimbabweans working in Bolivia, 
Bolivians in East Timor, Tanzanians in Brazil and Bolivia and so it 
goes.  
 

   The fact that our members are no longer from the dominant world 
power radically changes the way we are perceived and the way we 
do mission. Our new members do not intend to build churches, 
schools and hospitals. They do not intend to raise millions to leave 
behind an institution that represents a former model of mission - a 
Western model. Instead, our new members focus on relationships 
and accompaniment. They understand the good counsel of the late 
President Julius Nyerere of Tanzania who told us forty years ago 
that we should leave our institutions and go live with the people, 
work with them, suffer with them and fight against injustice with 

them. “Only by sharing work, 
hardships, knowledge, persecu-
tion and progress can the 
Church contribute to our 
growth,” he said. “If the church 
is not part of our poverty and 
part of our struggle against pov-
erty and injustice, then it is not 
part of us,” he declared. “The 
poor and oppressed should 
come to you not for alms,” he 
stressed, “but for support 
against injustice.”26 These 
words are still relevant today. 
 

   Another new development in 
the concept of mission came in 
August this year when Pope 

Benedict XV named North America and Western Europe as new 
frontiers of mission.27 Creating a Pontifical Council for New Evange-
lization, he declared: “In the deserts of the secularized world, man’s 
soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” He spoke of the progressive 
secularization of society and a sort of ‘eclipse of the sense of God’. 
In many respects, these civilizations have indeed lost their way. 
What does this say to us as we discern the call to mission today? 
 

   In closing I wish to recall another significant event this year, that is 
the 30th anniversary of the death of Archbishop Romero and the 
four church women in El Salvador  – Ita, Maura, Jean and Dorothy. 
It’s also the 30th anniversary of the death of Carol Piette, who 
drowned in a flash flood in El Salvador in August 1980. We often 
forget about Carla but this year a book has been published about 
her life, Vessel of Clay, that will help correct that omission. These 
women remind us that the possibility of martyrdom is a constant in 
our mission vocation. We must be prepared to go the whole way as 
we follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
 

   I end with the song that Carla wrote and composed and that she 
and Ita sang on their many missions of mercy – “The Lord of the 

Road”. It sums up, I believe, the lessons that we learn on our mis-
sion journey. Wherever we go, whatever God is leading we do, us, 
accompanying us, strengthening, inspiring and consoling us.   
 
Questions: Signs of Hope and Healing 
1. What are the leading global challenges that face missioners 

today? 
2. What are the signs of hope in Church and society? 
3. What have we learned in our mission journey that can contrib-

ute to hope and healing in the United States and around the 
world? 

4. What is the new face of mission today and towards the future? 
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You are the Lord of the road. 

Of the life and the truth and the light. 

Lead us today and at the same time 

Be for us the way. 

Lord that we may see. 

Lord that we may hear. 

Lord that we may love. 

Lord that we may understand. 

Lord that we may pardon. 

Lord that we may console. 

Lord that we may laugh. 

Lord that we may cry. 

Lord that we may be free. 

Lord that we may be – in solidarity 

With your poor ones now. 
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hope.  This constantly evolving personal reflection for both 
men and women compels us all to learn from each other’s 
experience and marginality and to deepen our communion as 
children of God.    
 

We are thankful for all our speakers and for the rich conver-
sations we shared at the last Mission Congress in which we 
were able to appreciate the diversity of our commun-
ion.  We challenged ourselves to reflect on God’s mission 
in light of new challenges and new opportunities.  We wish 
to continue to be “disturbed!” This term was used by many 
of us during the Congress for we recognized that in being 
rocked out of our comfort zones, we fuel our restlessness 
for God and can motivate our fellow disciples to awaken to 
the creative directions and impulses of the Holy Spirit al-
ways among us.   
 

This last Congress has led us into the theme for our next 
conference “Push out into the deep… Communion and 
Missionary Discipleship” which will be held on October 28-
30, 2011 in Miami.  We are very excited about our wonder-
ful line up of speakers, and the rich sharing among the par-
ticipants which are always the hallmark of our gathering.   I 
hope to see you all there!   
 

In the spirit of being rocked and disrupted, I have to share 
with all of you the news that our Executive Director, Fr. 
Michael Montoya, will be leaving us at the end of 
2011.  Michael has done exceptional work in the last 6 
years so it is certainly hard for us to see him go. But we 
know the Lord has special plans for his great talents in his 
new assignment.  The USCMA Board has begun the 
search for his replacement, and we are asking all of you to 
spread the word!  The greatest resource is our member-
ship. You are USCMA and we need everyone to join to-
gether in this search! 
 

I hope you are enjoying the new E-Update, which is a 
monthly email brief for you to stay informed and connected 
to missionary news. Please let us know what you think!  We 
have introduced many new innovations in the last year and 
we welcome your advice and creative ideas.   
 

I wish you all a blessed and transformative Lenten sea-
son.  May the joy of Easter peace be with all of you and 
your loved ones.  + 

Continued from page 2: 
 

theological work and his role in the formation of many ministers in the 
church. We are also very happy about Miami being the location since 
we have a very vibrant mission network that is excited in welcoming us 
all – even offering to pick up participants from the airport – a detail that 
many of us welcome. A special celebration of the Eucharist by Arch-
bishop Thomas Wenski will be held at the Notre Dame d’ Haiti which is 
a pilgrim place for many of our Haitians in the US. We remember that 
only a year ago, we witnessed the horrifying tragedy in Haiti. We want 
our prayers to be one with theirs as we celebrate the Holy Eucharist 
together with the community and allow ourselves to be welcomed by 
them. For details, please see the announcement on this Mission Up-
date or go to our website at www.uscatholicmission.org . Make sure 
you join us and invite others as well. I am sure this will be a Mission 
Conference you would not want to miss. 
 

May this Lenten Season usher in a new springtime for you and your 
mission work.+ 

 
The United States  
Catholic Mission  

Association  
seeks an Executive Director 
with strong mission experience 
who will work with the board to 
promote the vision and mission 
of the organization.  The posi-

tion offers numerous opportunities for national lead-
ership in the area of mission and global solidarity. 
 
Requirements: Master’s degree or higher.  Pre-
ferred areas of studies are theology, missiology or, 
cross-cultural studies. The ideal candidate will have 
strong leadership and collaborative ability, good ad-
ministrative experience, strong verbal and written 
skills, and a familiarity with the Catholic Church’s 
teachings, structures and organizations.  The availa-
bility to travel is essential.  
 
For a complete job description please see our web-
site at: www.uscatholicmission.org  
 
For consideration, please submit a letter of applica-
tion.  Applications will be accepted until the position 
is filled.   
 
EOE/AA Employer 
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Visa restrictions for Christian missionaries 
 who want to go abroad 

 
Seoul (Agenzia Fides) – The South Korean Government has 
imposed limits on issuing visas for Korean Christian missionar-
ies who want to go abroad, especially to countries in the Middle 
East and Central Asia, which are mostly Islamic. Local sources 
advise Fides that the measure has created resentment within 
the Christian community, especially in those Protestant Chris-
tian groups which promote a far-reaching missionary move-
ment: in fact, it is estimated that each year about 1,000 Chris-
tian lay missionaries, of different denominations, travel abroad 
to evangelise, often becoming part of research groups, in cul-
tural activities and collaboration on development. 
 
According to the Korean Government, the measure serves to 
protect the image of the nation and the and security of the Ko-
rean community in diaspora, which is one of the largest in the 
world: there are more than five million Koreans residing 
abroad, spread across five continents. Activities of “overly-
aggressive proselytism”, even in those Islamic countries where 
it is prohibited, may create prejudice and hostility towards the 
entire community of Korean immigrants. 
 
The government has made reference to some precedents: a 
few days ago Uzbekistan deported a Korean Christian preach-
er who was conducting unauthorised missionary activity. Last 
year, seven other Korean Christians suffered the same fate. 
Korea received an official complaint by the Government of Uz-
bekistan. In 2009, a Korean pastor was expelled from Morocco, 
while other missionaries went to Mauritania and Pakistan. In 
2007, the Taliban kidnapped 23 Korean Christian volunteers in 
Afghanistan and two of them were killed. In 2004, a Korean 
missionary was shot in Iraq by an Islamic terrorist group. The 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Seoul has thus justified the new 
measures by the fear of further kidnappings or killings of Kore-
an civilian, explaining the need to ensure the protection and 
security of Korean expatriate citizens. The Christian missionary 
groups in Korea have criticised this move, talking about “undue 
desire for control of missionary activities.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 

17/2/2011) + 
 
 

 

Migrants, Instruments in God's Plan to  
Spread the Gospel 

 
Rome (Agenzia Fides) – “We must not see migrants exclusive-
ly as receivers of evangelization, but as agents of it as well. 
Our Founder himself, from the beginning, saw migration of 
Catholics as a providential instrument in God’s plan to spread-
ing the Gospel. Our ministry will be effective only if we trans-

form migrants in a community that evangelizes,” writes Father 
Sérgio O. Geremia, Superior General for the Missionaries of 
San Carlo (Scalabrinians), in his letter of 25 January, a copy of 
which was sent to Fides. The letter outlined the stages of the 
proposed path for this year on the theme “Community that 
evangelizes.” 
 
The Superior General recalls in the letter that “the Church has 
received by Jesus the mandate to continue his mission 
throughout the centuries (Mt 28:19).” and the Holy Spirit raised 
up men and women who took the commitment to heart to bring 
the message of God’s love to specific groups of poor and mar-
ginalized. 
 
“They too gathered around themselves other people who made 
their own their zeal and committed themselves to evangelizing, 
not as individual, but as structured communities, giving thus 
origin to various Religious Congregations.” Blessed Giovanni 
Battista Scalabrini “identified a category of poor people that 
had not received as yet proper attention by the Church — the 
migrants. The thought that they might 'lose, for a totally materi-
al life, the faith of their fathers' urged him, as a Bishop full of 
zeal, to act. The Congregation he founded committed itself 
from its initiation to that which Blessed Pope John Paul II de-
fined as the “new evangelisation... addressed primarily to those 
who already have the gift of faith. The latter, being transplanted 
in a non-familiar cultural environment, are in danger either of 
disregarding their faith, because they do not find the proper soil 
to grow in it, or of losing it altogether, because they immerse 
themselves into advancing as fast as they can their economic 
situation.” 
 
After stating that “in our Congregation, wherever we are, what-
ever role we are entrusted with, and whatever activity we are 
carrying out, we are all called to evangelize,” Fr Sérgio Gere-
mia dwelled on “some aspects of evangelization, specifically 
Scalabrinian”: First and foremost, “No Christian ever evangeliz-
es as an individual on his own, but always as a member of a 
community.” Secondly, “we cannot be Scalabrinians who evan-
gelize migrants unless we know the world of migrants—their 
culture, their needs, their concerns and their aspirations.” Mi-
grants cannot be considered simply as receivers of evangelisa-
tion “but as agents of it as well.” The collaboration of the laity, 
volunteers and professionals who work inside and outside the 
migrant community is vital. Finally, since the phenomenon of 
migration is continually changing, the Superior General empha-
sised: “our Congregation is, consequently, called to continually 
revise its structures, positions and pastoral methods.... We 
must be open to the signs of the time and be always creative in 
renewing and even abandoning our positions and pastoral 
forms, although acquired at times with unbounded sacrifices, 
and in resorting to new ones.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 26/01/2011) + 
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Mission Update 

United States Catholic Mission Association 

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY 

www.uscatholicmission.org 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Ambassador Miguel H. Diaz, PhD 

US Ambassador to the Holy See  
“Push out into the deep…” 

Rev. Steve Bevans, SVD, PhD 

Professor of Mission & Culture,  
Catholic Theological Union, Chicago, IL 

“Blessings and Challenges of Communion and  
Missionary Discipleship” 

     Sr. Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF, DTh 

Director of the Office for Mission Education and Animation 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

“Let down the nets for a catch…” 
 

FACILITATORS 

Ms. Alisa Macksey and Dr. Andy Thompson 

 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION 

Notre Dame d’ Haiti, Miami, FL  
Archbishop Thomas Wenski, Archbishop of Miami  

 

DIALOGUE SESSIONS 

For descriptions and presenters please visit our website at www.uscatholicmission.org 
      

Spirituality of Communion and Missionary Discipleship 
Sr. Madge Karecki, SSJ -TOSF—Mission Director , Archdiocese of Chicago 

 

Formation (lay missionaries and parish mission partnerships) 
Sr. Fran Cunningham, SSSF—Mission Director, Archdiocese of Milwaukee & Mr. Vic Doucette—

Director, Volunteer Missionary Movement 
 

“Maintenance and Mission” A Challenge for Religious Communities 
Rev. Robert Mosher, SSC—Columban Missionary & Sr. Jane Ann Slater, CDP—General Superior, 

Congregation of Divine Providence 
 

Creative responses to Today’s Mission Realities 
Rev. Steve Bevans, SVD—Professor of Mission and Culture, Catholic Theological Union, Chicago 

 

Intercultural Competencies for Mission 
Rev. Allan Figueroa Deck, SJ—USCCBDirector, Cultural Diversity in the Church 

 

Haiti: What Next? Implications for Missionaries 
Mr. Anthony Vinciguerra, St. Thomas University  & Rev. Alphonse Quesnel, SMM—Pastor, Port au 

Prince, Haiti 
 

Immigrants: Called to Mission 
Dr. Alicia Marill, DMin—Director, Doctor of Ministry Program, Barry University  

 

REGISTRATION: 

(includes meeting materials, refreshments, and most meals) 
 

♦ USCMA Member Registration  $299 ($315 after September 23) 
♦ Non Member Registration         $315 ($375 after September 23) 

 

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS: Please Contact Hotel Directly 

The 2011 USCMA Annual Mission Conference will be held at the 
Doral Golf Resort and Spa, A Marriott Resort.  Special Room Rates 
for Attendees: $99.00 (plus tax) until September 28, 2011.  Please 
contact the hotel directly: 1-800-228-9290 or 1-305-592-2000.  Ask 
for the special rate for the 2011 USCMA Annual Mission Confer-
ence Group Code: uscusca.  To book your room online, follow the 
link on our website: www.uscatholicmission.org. 

AIRPORT SHUTTLE 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 Call USCMA at 202-832-3112 or  
 e-mail us at uscma@uscatholicmission.org or 
 go to www.uscatholicmission.org 

The hotel does not provide airport shuttle services.  
The members of the Mission Network of Miami have 
volunteered to be available for pick up. Please ar-
range at least 1 week in advance by calling Monica 
Lauzurique @ 305-762-1247.  

USCMA ANNUALUSCMA ANNUALUSCMA ANNUAL   

MISSION CONFERENCEMISSION CONFERENCEMISSION CONFERENCE   



 

 

 

For a complete list of current job openings and  
descriptions please see our blog at   

www.uscma-dc.blogspot.com  
or check our website at  

www.uscatholicmission.org 

9 

Spring 2011 

United States Catholic Mission Association 

AFJN seeks new Executive Director: 
Qualifications: 
•    Strong commitment to the organization’s mission; 
•    Experience living or working in Africa; 
•    Ability to work collaboratively with a team; 
•    Administrative experience;  
•    Advocacy experience ; 
•    Strong organizational skills, ability to prioritize, and to handle 
multiple projects 
 
Salary is commensurate with experience. Benefits include full 
health coverage, including  dental, retirement contribution, and 
generous paid vacation, sick, and holiday leave.  To apply, send 
an email that includes a cover letter and resume to Jo’Ann 
DeQuattro at joanndequattro@gmail.com with subject line 
“Executive Director”. Applications will be accepted until the position 
is filled. 
 

Recruitment Manager: Maryknoll Lay Missioners (MKLM) 
MKNM is seeking a Recruitment Manager to be a part of a team 
dedicated to recruiting, admitting and preparing women and men to 
serve as overseas lay missionaries. MKLM is a Catholic organiza-
tion inspired by the mission of Jesus to live and work with poor 
communities in Africa, Asia and the Americas, responding to basic 
needs and helping to create a more just and compassionate world. 
Our missions are focused on the areas of education, health, justice 
and peace, pastoral care and sustainable development. 
 

COMPENSATION: Salary commensurate with demonstrated skills 
and experience, with a complete package of benefits, including 
health, vacation and retirement. 
Please email jregotti@mklm.org for a complete job description and 
list of requirements.  MKLM is an employer committed to equality 
of opportunity.  

 

 

This  Bi-lingual Study 
Guide is a project of the 
United States Catholic 
Mission Association in 
collaboration with the 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office for Mission Edu-
cation and animation, 
and the Missionary 
Society of St. Colum-
ban to help individuals, 

groups, parishes, and dioceses in their mission promotion and edu-
cation.  In using this study guide, it is hoped that mission becomes 
integral in our response to our baptismal promise.  Spanish transla-
tion is made by Fr. Ramon Caluza, President of Union Dominicana 
de Emisoras Catolicas and General Director of Radio Enriquillo, 
Dominican Republic. 

Study Guide for Use with the  

Aparecida Document  

on Sale now at the USCMA!   

Only $10.00 + shipping & handling. 

DVD ORDERS OF 
MISSION CONGRESS 2010 

STILL AVAILABLE 

Are you staying current with events and news of Mission?    

Sign up to receive Mission E-Update monthly!  
uscma@uscatholicmission.org 

 

 Mission E-Update is an online newsletter published 

by the United States Catholic Mission Association.  It aims to 
keep us updated on the who, what, when, and where of the 
mission world, and to strengthen our partnership 
in promoting mission and global solidarity.  

 

For only $15.00 you will be able to watch  the Keynote 
Speakers and other main gatherings from  

Mission Congress 2010!   
 

Rev. Gary Riebe Estrella, SVD 
God’s Mission, Many Faces: A Portrait of U.S. Catholics in  

Mission 
 

Sr. Janice McLaughlin, MM  
Turned Upside Down: Lessons from the Margins 

 

Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga: 
Emerging Directions in Mission 

 

Dr. Kim Smolik and Rev. Clarence Williams, CPPS, PhD 
U.S. Catholics in Mission:  

New Faces, New Opportunities, New Challenges 
 

Ms. Teresita Gonzalez de la Maza and Mr. James Lindsay  
Emerging Directions in Mission 

 

To order, please email the USCMA at 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org.   

http://www.uscma-dc.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

United States Catholic Mission Association 
3025 Fourth Street NE 
Suite 100 
Washington, DC 20017 
Phone: 202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

 
 

C hrist has no body but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but  
yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he 

looks compassion on this world, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do 
good, 
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all 
the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
Christ has no body now but yours... 
 

 
St. Teresa of Avila 
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