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Highlights from an  
Extraordinary 2011  

USCMA Annual Conference  
 

During the last weekend of October, 
nearly 200 USCMA members gathered 
with the vibrant Miami Mission-
Network to celebrate and discuss the 
theology and practice of mission.  This 
was the 30th annual conference 
whose purpose, Executive Director 
Father Michael Montoya, MJ, said, has 
consistently been to bring missioners 
together to dialogue about mission, to 
deepen their mission perspectives and 
to promote collaboration and network-
ing. 
 

 As facilitator for the conference, I had 
a bird’s-eye-view to see this mission 
community come together not only for 
the three keynote presentations, but 
also the 15 Home Community discus-
sion groups, six Dialogue sessions, 
Haitian Eucharistic celebration and 
prayer services.  
 

Teresita Gonzalez de la Maza, the 
USCMA Board President and the new-
ly appointed Director of the Miami Di-
ocesan Mission Office, served as host 
for the gathering.  She, along with Fr. 
Michael Montoya, warmly welcomed 
the conference participants.  At the 
opening and throughout the confer-
ence, the local Miami community 
members, many of whom were familiar 
with the Cuban-American experience 
of crossing over dangerous waters, 
provided evocative and prayerful cele-
brations of the Conference’s theme: 
“Push Out Into The Deep.”   
 
Fr. Steven Bevans, SVD, a world re-

nowned mission scholar and pro-
fessor from the Catholic Theologi-
cal Union in Chicago, gave the first 
keynote which was his reflections on 
“The Blessings and Challenges of 
Communion and Missionary Disciple-
ship.”  He emphasized the following 
points:  Citing the gospels, Church 
documents and Pope Benedict XVI, he 
made the case that it is not enough to 
be a disciple, you must also be in mis-
sion for they are two sides of the same 
coin. 
 

Fr. Bevans then challenged attendees 
to recognize that God’s deepest self is 
community, Father, Son and Holy Spir-
it, which moves through creation.  Us-
ing the same careful documentation, 
he illustrated that mission is essentially 
an experience of community, which 
theology expresses as participation in 
the life of the Trinity.  Accordingly, be-
ing in mission is a transformation of 
humanity who increasingly share in 
that communal divine life. 
 

The blessings are the challenges and 
the challenges are the blessings.  The 
biblical nation of Israel, for example, 
was quick to see itself as blessed as 
God’s chosen people.  But it was slow 
to recognized its inherent challenge to 
be ‘in mission’ to all other peoples.  It 
basked in the blessing but neglected 
the challenge. The nation’s privilege 
was not intended to be at others’ ex-
pense.  Similarly, the disciple’s bless-
ings are for the purpose of sharing with 
others and that’s the challenge. 
 

In order to reach people, we must ac-
cept the culture that they are in.  We 
need to go to where the people are.  
And Fr. Steve 
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that children    

and young     

people may be messengers of the       

Gospel and that they may be   

respected and  preserved from 

all violence and exploita-

tion.                                             

                    ~Pope Benedict XVI 

We pray 
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support in the midst of the chal-

lenges we confronted, your pray-

ers and friendship, your faithful-

ness to the association, and your 

own commitment to mission and 

global solidarity has made all the 

successes possible. And yes, the 

abiding, provident love of God to 

the work of the US Catholic mis-

sionaries has truly made these 6 

years blessing; blessing that I will 

forever be grateful to have experi-

enced! With Paul I say, “I thank 

my God each time I think of you, 

and when I pray for you, I pray 

with joy” (Philippians 1:3-4). 

And so, with a heart full of grati-

tude and a humbled spirit filled 

with awe at God’s goodness and 

love, I say “thank you” and “till 

we meet again.” I sincerely hope 

that our paths will cross, or better 

yet, that our paths will converge 

at a certain point. Please do in-

clude me in your prayers as I 

transition to wherever God leads 

me. My community, the Mission-

aries of Jesus, has generously al-

lowed a year of sabbatical. I am 

looking forward to it and, with 

anticipation and hope, excited 

about the road ahead of me. This 

transition could not have come at 

a better season in our liturgical 

year. It is truly an advent of an-

ticipation, of comfort, of hope. 

And yes, a Christmas celebration 

of God’s faithfulness and assur-

ance, a celebration of Emmanuel 

– God-is-with-us! + 

From the Executive Director                  
REV. MICHAEL MONTOYA, MJ 

Advent is a season of anticipa-

tion, of waiting, of hope. In the 

midst of what seems like endless 

troubles we experience around 

the world, Advent’s message of 

comfort, of promise, of hope 

penetrate our hearts and renews 

our spirit. Then there is Christ-

mas, the birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! This birth… this Christ-

mas enfleshes the encounter of 

this human longing and the di-

vine assurance of faithfulness 

and love! As we continue with 

our mission journeys during this 

season, may we truly celebrate 

Emmanuel – God-is-with-us and 

truly be a face of comfort, hope 

and love to the people we meet.  

As you very well know, this is 

my last year of serving as Exec-

utive Director of the United 

States Catholic Mission Associa-

tion. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of you 

from the bottom of my heart. 

Many of you have expressed 

gratitude to my service to 

USCMA and have generously 

credited me for the many suc-

cesses we enjoyed the past 6 

years. It warms the heart to be 

recognized, but I cannot, in all 

honestly, accept full credit. You 

all have been part of this jour-

ney. Your trust and confidence 

in my leadership, your continued 

 

From the Board President 

TERESITA GONZALEZ DELA MAZA 
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     The recent USCMA conference here in 
Miami has given me so much to reflect 
about this Advent.  Rev. Stephen Bevans, 
SVD urged us to look more closely at the 
blessings that accompany the many chal-
lenges in our lives.   I truly believe that 
this past Mission Conference, while it 
brought many challenges, was certainly 
beyond my expectations of how the pres-
ence of 200 missionaries would impact 
our Miami community.  Here in Miami 
some 95 volunteers representing groups 
of our Mission Network, the Mission Of-
fice and over 10 different parishes, came 
together to welcome you.  One of our stu-
dent volunteers remarked, “It was incred-
ible to meet so many people who were 
just so happy to be missionary!”  She cap-
tured the very essence of our joy as Chris-
tians.  Despite the many struggles of life, 
our experience of Emmanuel is always 
cause for joy.  I want to send you all a per-
sonal thanks for all that you added with 
your presence here in Miami, it has given 
us much fuel for reflection and opened up 
a new perspective of mission for many 
young people.  We were blessed to host 
you. 
 

     The staff of USCMA once again put 
together a wonderful program with in-
credible grace.  I want to thank all of them 
for their service in countless behind the 
scene details that made our gathering pos-
sible.  We also are grateful for their recent 
improvements to our website and our 
Mission Update newsletter that will allow 
us to revisit the concepts and reflections 
of that weekend, so we may all continue 
to find ways to “Push out into the Deep.”   
This conference was a truly unique expe-
rience in many ways, and our gathering 
was noted for the first time in the Vatican 
News Agency, while also being men-
tioned as well in Fides!  The USCMA sto-
ry is being told to all!  Thank you for con-
tinuing to 
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said that this is consistent with the bishops’ preliminary 
document on New Evangelization, which Father Michael 
Montoya earlier had also highlighted in his references to 
the lineamenta of that document. 
 

Fr. Steven used the term “kin-dom” to emphasize that 
missionary activity and spirituality, because it leads us to 
share in the Trinitarian life, to a human participation in 
that divine life, incorporates, incarnates the divine life 
within the human family. 
 

Following his concise presentation, participants convened 
in their small group Home Community to unpack his in-
sights.  His beautiful vision, some said, was not yet a real-
ity in their local parishes or dioceses and, of course, that 
is why we come together, to keep the fire burning. 
 

Sister Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF, a theologian cur-
rently working as the Executive Director of the Office 
of Mission Education and Animation of the Archdio-
cese of Chicago, followed up on the conference’s sec-
ond day with her keynote which presented an exegesis of 
Luke 5: 1-11 from the missionary perspective of "let down 
the nets for a catch".  She brought out how this text pro-
vides a foundation for thinking about mission as well as 
inspires all of us to participate in Christ’s mission.  Her 
emphasis was on mission life, not simply on missionary 
work. 
 

Sr. Madge began by providing a broad context for under-
standing Luke’s gospel as a call to all people, to be in un-
ion with God, through Jesus who saves, who calls all to 
encounter him, in conversion and life-long commitment.  
She highlighted Peter’s role as a competent businessman 
who met Jesus, initially engaged in self-criticism, but then 
responded in faith to the power of Jesus’ words and 
deeds. 
 

She then focused on a spiritual, mystical (anagogical) in-
terpretation of Luke 5:1-11, which engenders a deeper 
desire for union with God and the Lord.  This approach 
shows how God’s plan of salvation continues to unfold in 
our lives and in the world. 
 

Following Jesus’ direction and Peter’s trusting response, 
the disciples bonded with Jesus and his mission.  Jesus’ 
words, to fear not, signaled God’s presence in the disci-
ples and our lives.  Sr. Madge asked: how do we experi-
ence God’s presence and action in our lives. 
 

Our life-long experiences, competencies and response in 
faith affect how we live out our mission (praxis) and sug-
gest we reflect on and evaluate how we, as missionaries, 
interact with the local people, how we trust in the Lord 
and witness to God’s presence especially among the poor 
and marginalized, and how we then are willing to leave 
everything and empty ourselves to follow Christ. 
 

All of the above forms of living a mission spirituality, 

Madge said, are forms of ‘letting down our nets for the 
catch.’  
 

Conference participants shared their reactions to Sr. 
Madge’s presentation, as they did after Fr. Steven’s key-
note, in the small group Home Communities, which gave 
everyone the opportunity to deepen their understanding 
and bounce the ideas against their own mission experi-
ences and spirituality. 
 

That evening, the conference participants then traveled 
across town to the Haitian Church and took part in the 
Eucharistic celebration in the local parish dedicated to 
Notre Dame d’Haiti.  Archbishop Thomas Wenski pre-
sided.  His homily warned the missionaries to enter 
the mission as a guest coming into another’s home.  
"Do not go to the missions with the 'messiah com-
plex': there is only one Messiah, and he is not you."  
His thoughtful words, spoken in three languages, were 
well received and afterwards all shared in a delightful Hai-
tian dinner and entertainment with local youth dance 
groups. 
 

On the third day of the conference, the final keynote was 
given by the Ambassador of the United States to the 
Holy See, Dr. Miguel H. Diaz.  Although a theologian and 
university professor in his own right, he spoke not as an 
individual but as an ambassador.  His talk was entitled 
“Pushing into the Deep, Casting a Wide Net: Missionary 
Activity,  Diplomacy, and the Common Good.” 
 

Dr. Diaz began by identifying himself as a native of Miami 
and the son of Cuban-American exiles.  His father, when 
he arrived from Cuba, took a job in a hotel where he 
worked until retirement.  Fast forward thirty years and 
now that father and mother sat listening to their son, Am-
bassador to the Holy See, speaking to the assembly in 
the very room where the father had labored for so many 
decades.  For some conference participants, that family’s 
transformational experience added an emotional power to 
the Ambassador’s insights.  His reflections focused on the 
nature of and relationship between faith-based missions 
and diplomatic missions.  Frequently his points highlight-
ed ideas and practices which pulled together the themes 
discussed throughout the weekend. 
 

He noted that St. Paul preached that each missionary dis-
ciple is an ambassador for Christ (1 Cor. 5:20).  Accord-
ingly, Diaz said, this missionary activity requires a special 
relationship between the sender and the one sent.  The 
one sent represents at all times the views of the one who 
sends.  Similarly, both earlier keynotes by Fr. Bevans and 
Sr. Kareki emphasized that missioners must be one with 
Christ. 
 

Dr. Diaz highlighted the critical importance of how the per-
son sent relates to the community to which he or she is 
sent.  In today’s world of fear of 

Continued from page 1 
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Washington, DC – 
The Board of Direc-
tors of the United 
States Catholic Mis-
sion Association 
announced the hir-
ing of the USCMA’s 
new Executive Di-
rector:   Rev. John 
Richard Nuelle, 
M.S.  Fr. Nuelle is a 
member of the Mis-
sionaries of Our 
Lady of La Salette 
and served as direc-
tor of the North 

American La Salette Mission Center located in St. Louis. 
Shortly after ordination, Fr. Nuelle began his missionary ser-
vice in Madagascar where he served for nearly thirty years in 
numerous capacities including: director of the missionary dis-
tricts of Malaimbandy and Ambatolahy, diocesan chaplain of 
youth organizations, Regional Superior for the La Salettes, and 
later while in Rome as General Secretary and Temporary 
Procurator to the Holy See.  Upon his return to the United 
States he was commissioned to form a new inter-provincial 
Mission Center for the four North American provinces.  
 

    Fr. Nuelle is a familiar face to many USCMA members who 
have been attending our annual conferences since the 1980s. 
Whenever he was in the U.S., he made a point of attending 
because he appreciated its value for promoting missionary 
service.  He has a joyous and energetic missionary heart and 
extensive experience in administration.  He brings with him a 
passion and curiosity to deepen our understanding of our com-
mon call to mission, and for serving in partnership with other 
mission organizations in our actions for justice and peace.   
     ++ 
 

Miami (Agenzia Fides) - "The USCMA Annual Mission Confer-
ence is probably the only national Conference that brings to-
gether missionaries (religious men and women, lay people, 
diocesan directors and clergy) together in the same room, to 
dialogue about mission, deepen their mission perspectives and 
to promote collaboration and networking":This is what Fr. Mi-
chael Montoya, MJ, USCMA Executive Director states, in a 

note sent to Fides on the recent Conference held in Miami, 
from October 28 to 30, to celebrate USCMAs 30th Anniver    
sary (see Fides 02/09/2011) .     
         

    To celebrate its anniversary, USCMA treated the partici-
pants with a narrative of the colourful beginnings of USCMA 
and then highlighting all Mission Conferences organized by 
USCMA for the past 30 years, reminding participants of the 
themes and the Mission Awardees for each year. "What rich 
history USCMA! And what privilege to be part of such a dy-
namic group", underlined Mrs. Teresita Gonzalez de la Maza, 
current President of the USCMA, who said: "The conference 
was wonderful! It allowed for the embodiment of all gathered to 
recall their baptism, their mission identity. The missioners who 
gathered came with joy and open hearts!" There were three 
keynotes that called for each participant to recall the life of a 
missioner. Fr. Steven Bevans, SVD, world renowned mission 
scholar and noted professor of missiology from Catholic Theo-
logical Union in Chicago reflected on the theme "Blessings and 
Challenges of Communion and Missionary Discipleship"; Sister 
Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF, a theologian and currently working 
as the Executive Director of the Office of Mission Education 
and Animation of the Archdiocese of Chicago who presented 
an exegesis of Luke 5, 1-11 from the missionary perspective of 
"let down the nets for a catch ...";  the United States Ambassa-
dor to the 
Holy See Mi-
guel H. Diaz, 
known for his 
work as a 
t h e o l o g i a n 
and his com-
mitment to the 
formation of 
future minis-
ters in the 
C h u r c h , 
shared his 
insights on the 
t h e m e 
"M iss iona ry 
Activity, Diplo-
macy, and 
C o m m o n 
Good."     
        
    Conference 
participants took part in the Eucharistic celebration in the local 
Haitian church, dedicated to Notre Dame d’Haiti, presided by 
the Archbishop of Miami, His Exc. Mgr.Thomas Wenski, who in 
his homily warned the missionaries "Do not go to the missions 
with the 'messiah complex': there is only one Messiah, and he 
is not you." (SL) (Agenzia Fides 07/11/2011) ++ 
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others and their otherness, missionaries and diplomats 
need to work together to understand those increasingly 
pluralistic societies, bridge differences and foster solidarity 
for the sake of the common good.  
 

Dr. Diaz’s second main point was that faith-based mission-
ers and diplomatic ambassadors need to work together in 
concrete partnerships to advance the common good.  At 
the U.S. Department of State, he has collaborated with 
Secretary Clinton’s Religion and Foreign Policy Working 
Group to better understand and engage with religious lead-
ers and humanitarian organizations, so “Jerusalem and 
Athens” together can accomplish this goal.  Its objectives 
are consistent, he said, with the USCMA’s effort to preach 
the Gospel and support the Church’s mission “for the re-
demption of the human race and its liberation from every 
oppressive situation.” 
 

He gave examples of programs he has developed which 
work with young adults in Rome to help build bridges 
across social and cultural differences.  To some listeners, 
Miguel seemed to be using the principles of Rome’s 
Sant‘Egidio community which, rooted in the gospel, over-
comes differences by emphasizing the shared humanity of 
the participants. 
 

The Ambassador challenged conference participants to 
imagine the accomplishments that could come if diplomats 
worked with Franciscan missionaries for resolving violence, 
with Benedictines to establish authentic community, with 
Jesuits and Dominicans to meet urban educational and so-
cial challenges and with Maryknoll to promote justice and 
peace in corners of the world where our government can-
not reach. 
 

Finally, he concluded by presenting challenges and oppor-
tunities in today’s increasingly globalized world which, par-
adoxically, can either bring us together or drive us further 
apart. 
 

One aspect of this challenge is the tension between unity 
and diversity, between sameness and catholicity (in the 
sense of globalized and diverse).  The Ambassador saw 
the U.S. foundational principle, e pluribus unum, as point-
ing us to partnerships needed to advance the common 
good.  “The great diplomatic and missionary challenge of 
our times lies in persuading minds and hearts that catholic-
ity, that is, human diversity, is constitutive of authentic uni-
ty, and not consequent upon it.” 
 

The Ambassador concluded by encouraging USCMA 
members to create new faith-based and governmental 
partnerships which respect distinct human identities.  By so 
doing, together we will thereby push into the deep and ad-
vance the common good. 
 

Dr. Miguel H. Diaz then fielded appreciative questions from 
the audience, as did the other keynoters after their presen-

tations, which process helped listeners clarify the applica-
tion of the speakers’ ideas and practices. 
 

Concluding Reflections 
 

One of the traditional tasks of the USCMA conference facil-
itator has been to pull together various aspects of the 
presentations and activities.  But as noted above, the 
speakers’ already did a fine job of that themselves.  The 
one point I do want to underscore is that the gospel ac-
count of “pushing out into the deep” (Luke 5: 1-11) can also 
be seen as Jesus urging his followers to go to where the 
fish (people) are, not simply geographically but in religious 
and cultural senses as well.  Catholic missionaries have 
been doing this for centuries but I think it helps to recog-
nize this principle is affirmed by Luke’s account and in the 
writings of the missiologists and Church documents cited 
by the above three theologians. 
 

Lastly, I want to encourage any readers who have made it 
to the end of this highlights summary, to consider getting a 
copy of the video of all three presentations.  The gems 
which our speakers shared go far beyond the above points 
and are well worth further consideration and discussion.  
This will also serve as an invitation for all to attend the 
2012 USCMA Mission Conference which will take place on 
October 26-28 in Los Angeles.  The theme is: “Forging 
New Paths: Interreligious Dialogue” which will discuss to-
day’s dynamic interface of the three Abrahamic faiths, the 
Christian, Jewish and Muslim religions.  ++ 
  

Andrew D. Thompson, USCMA Board Member  
 
  
 

USCMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS ANNOUNCES 

THE SELECTION OF FR. JOHN RICHARD 

NUELLE, M.S. AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 We are gathered here in Miami at this annual USCMA Mission Con-
ference to “push out into the deep”—to reflect together, in other words, on 
the implications of the 2007 Conference of the Latin American and Carib-
bean Bishops at Aparecida, Brazil for our life and service in mission. My 
task in this presentation is to reflect on the Blessings and Challenges in-
volved in two of the foundational concepts of the Aparecida Conference: 
the concept of communion, which roots Christians within the reality of the 
Trinitarian God as the church, and the concept of missionary discipleship, 
which expresses how Christians need to live out that communion in their 
lives in the world. 
 

 What has become clear to me as I have reflected on my task over 
the last several months is how all the various elements in my title are 
paired together and explain one another. The first example of this is a ra-
ther often quoted line of Pope Benedict XVI in his Introductory Address (IA) 
at the Aparecida Conference, talking about the connection between the 
words “missionary” and “discipleship.” “The disciple,” he said, “feels driven 
to bring the Good News of salvation to his (her) brothers and sisters. Disci-
pleship and mission are like the two sides of a single coin . . . “1 This idea is 
echoed in the Concluding Document (CD) itself when the bishops say that 
“every disciple is a missionary, for Jesus makes him (or her) participate in 
his mission, while also binding him (or her) to himself as a friend and broth-
er.” 2  
 

 In the same way, communion and missionary discipleship might be 
described as two sides of a coin. “The vocation to missionary discipleship,” 
the bishops insist, “is con-vocation to communion in their church. There is 
no discipleship without communion.” 3 
 

 Finally, the blessings and challenges of communion and missionary 
discipleship are also like two sides to a single coin. One of my big insights 
in reflecting on my task this afternoon is to realize that, on the one hand, 
the blessings of being a missionary discipleship in the communion that is 
the church are the challenges. As is clear from many of the Pauline Letters, 
the great challenge Christians is to be what they are. On the other hand, 
the stretching that it takes to be an authentic disciple in mission is disciple-
ship’s greatest blessing. To struggle to be a true missionary disciple is to 
participate deeply in the paschal mystery, and such participation blesses us 
with experiences, relationships, and views of the world that are greater and 
more filled with life and joy that we ever could imagine. Or, as Tony Gittins 
writes in his book in discipleship, A Presence that Disturbs, “every true 
experience of God in whatever form, makes a person less insular, less 
complacent, and less isolated—and more restless, more inspired and more 
engaged with the world and humanity.”4 
 

 Because of this, if you will, perichoresis or intertwining of the ele-
ments of my theme, I’m going to divide my reflections this afternoon into 
three parts. My first part will reflect on how missionary discipleship is rooted 
in trinitarian communion. My second part will reflect on how the blessings 

of missionary discipleship are its very challenges. And my third part will 
reflect on how these challenges are, at the same time, missionary disciple-
ship’s overabundant blessings. 
 

One: Missionary Discipleship as Rooted in Trinitarian Communion 
 

 “In the remotest beginning,” Brazilian liberation theologian Leonar-
do Boff writes, “communion prevails.” 5 The God revealed by Jesus is not 
an omnipotent monarch who dominates the world, however lovingly. The 
God of Jesus is a God in radical relation to the world, flowing through the 
world, calling the world to the fullness of life, healing, and justice. The com-
munity of love and justice that God calls God’s creation to is, as Karl Rah-
ner famously argued, what God is in Godself.6 God is relationship, commu-
nity, communion , and that communal reality spills over into the act of crea-
tion of the universe.  The medieval mystic Mechtilde of Magdeburg speaks 
of the “restless Godhead,” an “overflow . . . which never stands still and 
always flows effortlessly without ceasing.”7 God’s deepest self is commun-
ion, but even more. God is movement, flow, embrace, dance—communion-
in-mission.  
 

 From the first nanosecond of creation God has been present in the 
world through the Spirit who empowers, guides, and cajoles the processes 
of evolution as stars and planets formed, life developed, and human con-
sciousness emerged.  Theologian Ilia Delio writes that God—I would say 
the Spirit—“works through the messiness of creation and is less concerned 
about imposing design on processes than providing nature with opportuni-
ties to participate in its own creation.”8 We know about the Spirit’s work in a 
special way in the Old Testament, where the Spirit is depicted as the close-
ness of God to women and men, as mysterious as the blowing wind, the 
gentle breath, the flowing water, the freedom of a dove, who breathes life 
into the first humans, stirs up the spirit of leadership and prophecy, blows 
over the bones of Israel in the valley of the dead, and gushes out of the 
temple providing freshness and life to all it touches. The Spirit is God 
“inside out” in the world, in mission. 
 

 In the  “fullness of time” (Gal 4:4) that Spirit of prophecy, healing, 
freshness, and new life took on a human face in the life, ministry, death 
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus began his ministry, as Luke 
describes it (Lk 4:18-19) by being anointed by the Spirit to “bring the good 
news to the poor, . . . to proclaim release to captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.” Jesus, in other words, does in 
the ministry of a concrete person what the Spirit had been doing since the 
dawn of creation, and in this way he manifested the reality of God and what 
God was doing in the world. “God is like Jesus,” Uruguayan liberation theo-
logian Juan Luis Segundo wrote.9 There is really no better way to under-
stand who God is, and what God’s mission is. Jesus was about proclaim-
ing, demonstrating, and personifying the Reign, Kingdom, or Kin-dom of 
God, a community of forgiven and forgiving people, a communion of love 
and justice. 
From the beginning Jesus share his mission with his disciples, but it was 
only after he had risen from the dead that the full import of such sharing 
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became clear. At Pentecost and gradually and even painfully thereafter, 
the community of disciples that Jesus had gathered together became more 
and more conscious of the fact that now they were the ones to continue 
Jesus’ mission, in the same way that Jesus continued and gave shape to 
the Spirit’s mission from the beginning of time. The Spirit, drawing Jesus’ 
disciples more fully into the Trinitarian communion, called and cajoled and 
persuaded them to become missionaries, just as the Spirit and Jesus were. 
In communion with Jesus, and in the communion of the Holy Spirit, the 
disciples became missionary disciples. “The heart of discipleship is trinitari-
an,” Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams writes.10 “Communion gives 
rise to mission and mission is accomplished in communion,” proclaim the 
Latin American bishops at Aparecida.11  Missionary discipleship is rooted in 
trinitarian communion. 
 

Two: The Blessings are the Challenges of Missionary Discipleship 
 

 “Being Christian,” the bishops write at Aparecida, “is not a burden 
but a gift.”12  We have been given an amazing grace—as Jesus shared and 
continued the mission of the Spirit in his ministry, we are called to share 
and continue the ministry of Jesus, to preach, serve, and witness to the Kin
-dom, the communion, of God. But this incredible blessing and gift is not 
something to take for granted. It does not make us better people or more 
beloved of God. It is not something about which we can boast. The bless-
ing that the Triune God has entrusted to us is really a responsibility, a chal-
lenge. The gift comes with a responsibility; the blessings come with chal-
lenges. 
 

 In our Christian tradition the blessings that we have been given as 
Christians have been imaged in a variety of ways. Vatican II has singled 
out three images particularly to help us understand the lavishness of God’s 
blessings on us. It speaks of Christians as members of the People of God, 
the Body of Christ, and the Temple or Creation of the Spirit. In the Eastern 
Church a powerful image that has been used to express our blessed reality 
has been the image of “theosis” or “divinization.” What I’d like to do in this 
second part of my presentation is to reflect very briefly on only three of 
these images in the light of our calling to be missionary disciples in the 
communion of the Trinity. What I want to suggest is that each of these 
images is a missionary image, and points out the rich blessings we have 
received as missionary disciples, and the powerful challenges that mission-
ary discipleship entails.  
 

People of God 
 

 As we all know, the image of the church as the People of God is the 
major image that Vatican II presents of the church. It is a term rooted in the 
Old Testament, and was a special term for Israel as God’s specially cho-
sen and blessed people. Hebrew even had a special word to designate 
Israel as God’s People. All other nations were “goyim,” the Gentiles. Israel 
was God’s “’am” God’s People. God had promised Abraham that he would 
be the father of a great people. Moses challenged Pharaoh in God’s name 
to “let my people go.” God loved Israel like a father loved a son, like a 
mother loved a child nursing at her breast. Over and over again we read 
the great covenantal formula between God and Israel: “I will be your God 
and you will be my people.” 
 

 But this preference as God’s special people was not about privi-
lege. Israel often thought so, and touted their chosenness and special-
ness—their blessings—before the other peoples—the goyim—of the world. 
But God’s blessings are never for their own sake. They always involve a 
challenge to work with God in God’s work of salvation in the world. Israel is 

blessed, ultimately, to be a light to the nations. As Old Testament scholar 
Christopher Wright puts it, “The election of Israel is instrumental, not an 
end in itself. God did not choose Israel that they alone should be saved, as 
if the purpose of election terminated with them. They were chosen rather 
as the means by which salvation could be extended to others throughout 
the earth.  … Election is of course, in the light of the whole Bible, election 
unto salvation. But it is first of all election into mission.” 
 

 In the New Testament, writers like Luke in Acts, Paul and the au-
thor of First Peter made the bold assertion that, now, those who followed 
the way of Jesus could claim the title of People of God. This did by no 
means entail, as Paul argued, that Israel had lost its special status and 
mission in God’s eyes, but that the Christian Church had been grafted onto 
the trunk of the old olive tree, and that the blessings accorded to Israel of 
old were now lavished as well on the church. And with the blessings came 
the challenges. As the great twentieth century missiologist Lesslie Newbig-
in wrote, to be elect in Christ Jesus does not mean that we are saved and 
the rest are lost. Rather, to be blessed with election means to be incorpo-
rated into mission, to be bearers of God’s purpose for the world, to be a 
sign of the communion of God’s Kin-dom, to share in Jesus’ suffering, and 
to bear the scars of the passion.14 
 

 One of the breakthroughs at Vatican II with the image of People of 
God was the recognition that being church is primarily living in communion, 
being part of a vital community where people can find real equality, vibrant 
liturgy, a rich life of prayer and support. The bishops more than once ech-
oed John Paul’s call for the church to be a “home and school of commun-
ion.”15  If the church can be this kind of community it will be missionary just 
in its being. One of the concerns of the bishops at Aparecida was the fact 
that Catholics were leaving the church for other Christian groups. In a per-
ceptive passage, the bishops reflected on the fact that people were not 
leaving for doctrinal reasons, but because they were seeking a vitality “they 
had not found in the church, as ought to be the case.”16  Being blessed to 
be numbered among the People of God is to be challenged to be mission-
ary disciples, in our Christian lives, and in the way we live in our Christian 
communities. 
Body of Christ 
 

 When we speak about the church as the Body of Christ we usually 
think of the two powerful passages in Romans and First Corinthians in 
which Paul compares the church community to the parts of a human body.  
“…we, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one 
another” (Rom 12: 5). “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the 
same Spirit” (1Cor 12:4).  These passages point to the fact that the Spirit 
has given every Christian spiritual gifts for the benefit of all, and that we 
need to work together in harmony. It is a powerful, important, but basically 
static understanding of the church as the Body of Christ. 
 

 Years ago, however, when I was still teaching in the Philippines, I 
read two amazing articles by the eminent Passionist Scripture scholar Bar-
nabas Ahern who suggested that the image of the church as the Body of 
Christ as more than that—in fact he suggested that these passages were 
not even the primary meaning of the image.17  The image of the church as 
the Body of Christ, Ahern argued, is one that Paul understands as literally 
true. It is not just a metaphor but an astonishing reality, an amazing bless-
ing. Paul speaks of how in baptism we die with Christ, are buried with him, 
and will one day rise with him (Rom 6:3-11). Through baptism, as well, we 
have been “clothed” with Christ, and so there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free, male and female, but all are one in Christ Jesus (Gal 3:27-
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28).  In Christ, Christians live no longer themselves, but Christ lives in 
them. In the Eucharist, we participate in the blood and body of Christ, and 
because of the one bread, Christians are one body (1Cor 10:14-22). Paul 
and the New Testament even makes the daring move of using sexual im-
agery to describe the unity between Christians and Christ. Christians who 
frequent temple prostitutes united the body of Christ to that of the prosti-
tute, and the union between Christ and Christians is compared to that of a 
husband and wife (Rom 7:1-6 and Eph 5:21-33). 
 

 We are Christ! What an amazing blessing. But the blessing is also 
a challenge. If we are Christ’s presence in the world—in the famous line of 
Teresa of Avila, Christ has no arms but yours—we are challenge to truly be 
that presence. Like Jesus, we are challenged to be people who make “the 
Father’s merciful love visible, especially to the poor and sinners.”18   We are 
challenged to proclaim God’s love in a way that people can really under-
stand and be touched by it. We are challenged to be people of Justice. We 
are challenged to be people who are open to all—to the rejected of our neo
-liberal, consumerist, sexist, patriarchal, homophobic society. The image of 
the church as the Body of Christ is a missionary image; it is an amazing 
blessing that that challenges us to be missionary disciples.  
 

Theosis or Divinization 
 

 In the Second Letter of Peter, we read that God “has bestowed on 
us the precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 
come to share in the divine nature . . . “ (1:4). The Eastern Church has 
taken this passage particularly seriously and spoken about theosis or divi-
nization as the major effect of baptism. While we in the West, especially 
under the influence of Augustine, have been caught up with the idea that 
the main effect of baptism is the taking away of “original sin,” the East has 
concerned itself with this great blessing. 
 

 This is an idea that is almost beyond belief. I say this from experi-
ence. Last year I was teaching an introduction to ministry class at CTU and 
I had one of our professors of liturgy—Richard McCarron—come into the 
class to talk about the baptismal roots of ministry. Richard has been doing 
this in my class for several years, and he always makes a point of talking 
about this Eastern perspective on baptism and the importance of it for our 
Christian lives. Baptism is not a once-and-for-all sacrament, but a chal-
lenge to constantly live and grow as Christians. He speaks of Christians 
after baptism as “the walking wet,” “the grateful dead,” and as sharers in 
the divine nature—as gods. In this particular class, after Richard had left 
the class and we were discussing what he had talked about, one of the 
women in the class said that there was no way she could accept the idea 
that in baptism we became gods. “I am teaching an RCIA class,” she said, 
“and I could never teach that. No one would believe me!”  
 

 It struck me that this was a really teachable moment. Yes, I said, it 
is truly unbelievable, but it is true. Baptism gives us a share in the divine 
nature. It is that radical a change in our lives, that great a blessing. 
 

 I think, though, that one of the problems we have believing in the 
doctrine of divinization is that we think of it in a too static a way. I, for one, 
was never attracted to the doctrine in the past because I imagined it as 
some kind of “transubstantiation” of my “nature”—that somehow my being 
would be different, I would have divine powers, omniscience, and so forth. 
Lately, however, I have realized that this is not the point of the doctrine. I 
began to realize that that this great blessing of divinization is about how we 
are called to act. Divinization is about being given the challenge to act like 

God in the world—to be the Spirit’s gentle but life-giving presence, to be 
Jesus’ voice in witnessing to the love of God, to be his care of the sick and 
those trapped by evil, to live with his openness. Divinization, in other 
words, is a missionary doctrine, a call to missionary discipleship. It is an 
amazing privilege, an amazing blessing—but it is a radical, powerful chal-
lenge as well. 
 

 So the blessings are the challenges. It is because we are chosen 
as God’s people, because we have become Christ’s body, because we 
share in the divine nature that we are challenged so greatly. At the end of 
Message of the bishops to the people of Latin America and the Caribbean 
the bishops lay out fifteen hopes, which are surely challenges to those 
blessed with the call to missionary discipleship. Let me mention just a few 
here. The challenges are to be a lively, faithful and credible church, to form 
lively communities that nourish faith and missionary action, to promote a 
mature laity, to accompany youth, to value African Americans and indige-
nous peoples, to engage in ecumenical and interreligious dialogue, to work 
for reconciliation, justice and peace. These are huge challenges, but they 
are worthy ones for women and men who have been blessed so abundant-
ly. The blessings are the challenges. 
 

Three: The Challenges Are the Blessings of Missionary Discipleship 
 

 For several years now I have been telling my students, the people 
in the Christian community where I preside at Eucharist regularly, and my 
spiritual directees—perhaps ad nauseam—that there is actually an elev-
enth commandment in addition to the standard ten. This commandment is 
“Thou shalt not be comfortable.” Over the years I have come to realize that 
when I really am challenged to change or grow that is when God is espe-
cially present in my life and has in store a special blessing for me. I’m not 
always happy about this. I’m kind of like the character Tevye in “Fiddler on 
the Roof.” I want to say that I’m grateful that I belong to God’s chosen peo-
ple, but that sometimes I wish that God would choose someone else! But 
over the years I believe that, like Paul Tillich says, God works most effec-
tively on the “boundaries” of our lives—the boundaries of faith and doubt, of 
health and sickness, of Christianity and other religions, of comfort and dis-
comfort.19  
 

 I love the image of God, first suggested to me in a prayer by Pierre 
Talec, as an “Alpine guide.”20  We are not called so much as to be happy in 
our lives as to be people of great and deep joy and freedom. God is a chal-
lenging God, challenging us to climb higher, to perhaps risk a bit more, to 
trek farther than we would naturally. But at the end the blessing is a fuller 
life, a deeper capacity for experience. I have found this deeper and richer 
life as I’ve struggled with other languages and other cultures, worked 
through an always lingering lack of confidence in my abilities, risked work-
ing on a PhD and getting a position at a major theological school, begun to 
write and speak around the country and around the world, and faced major 
health issues in my life, especially in the last several years.   Tony Gittins 
images God as “A Presence That Disturbs.” The reference of this image is 
a line from William Wordsworth’s “Tintern Abbey”:  
 

. . . And I have felt  
a presence that disturbs me with the joy 
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime 
Of something far more deeply interfused, 
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns . . .21 
 

A presence that disturbs, but which leads to joy. It is a presence that 
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stretches, that leads to a richer life. 
 

 Just in the last several months I’ve been highly challenged with a 
new position at Catholic Theological Union where I teach. A year ago I was 
asked to consider becoming the “faculty advisor” for a program that the 
school runs called “Catholics on Call.” This is a program that works with 
young adults, 18 to 30, who are discerning a life of ministry in the church—
priesthood, religious life, or lay ministry. When I was asked, I was appalled. I 
don’t know anything about young adults, I said, and I said I also wasn’t sure I 
wanted to know anything. I was perfectly happy—comfortable—teaching my 
classes and doing research and writing. The people at Catholics on Call got 
someone else last year, but at the end of the year he was transferred by his 
religious community and I got a letter from the Dean asking me to consider 
the job again. Boy, I didn’t want to! But as I thought about it there was some-
thing there—it was a real challenge and it was making me really uncomforta-
ble. Could the Spirit be leading me there? Was this a boundary where God 
was working? In short I accepted the job, thinking that this was where God 
was calling me—despite my reservations, reservations that increased when 
we had our first conference. When I was hearing talks about young adults I 
felt like I was entering the most difficult culture I had ever experienced.  
 

 And yet, something is telling me that this is where I’m going to find 
unexpected growth. Something is telling me that I’m being called to be a new 
kind of missionary disciple. It’s not comfortable, but so far it is very meaning-
ful. So who knows! 
 

 One of the parts of the conference I just mentioned was a sharing 
session with three young adults who talked about their own discernment to 
ministry in the church. One of them was a woman named Esther Sanborn, 
who serves as a campus minister at St. Xavier University on the south side 
of Chicago. Part of what she said was so moving to me that I thought I’d 
share it with you, with her permission. Esther was talking about how giving 
up (I’d say being challenged) was opening up a space to receive (I’d say 
receiving a blessing). And so she reflected:  
 

 At some point, we give it all away.  We all give our life to something, 
 the question is to what do we give it to.  “For whoever wishes to save 
 his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it…
 what can one give in exchange for his life?” (Matthew 16:25-26).  
 This loss of life is not for the sake of suffering, or deprivation; Christ 
 is not keeping tally and just wants another life to put on his list.   
 Rather, it is because loss, letting go, kenosis, makes way for other  
 possibilities, including an Increase in faith, in hope, and in love.    
 

 I used to think that if I gave something up, I’d be left only with empty 
space.  But now I know that the emptiness opens me to be filled up, and 
overflowing, with another good.  Letting go of my dream to be a dancer 
opened the way to me a minister.  Letting go of my dream to get a Ph.D. 
opened the way to study theology and get a M.Div.  Letting go of idealism 
about the Church opened the way to appreciating it in new ways and to see 
the truth found in other traditions.  Letting go of one student opened my heart 
to another.  Letting go of one project opened up time for another.  Letting go 
of pride opens me to accepting help from the rest of the Body of Christ.  Let-
ting go of perfectionism opens me to creativity.  Letting go of control opens 
me to freedom.  Letting go of judgment opens me to mercy.  Letting go of 
what is fleeting opens me to what is eternal.  Letting go of limitations opens 
me to the limitlessness of God.  Letting go of life for my sake opens me to life 
for Christ’ sake.  Letting go of me, opens me to grace.    
 

 This, I think, is the Paschal Mystery at work. This is really life—
not bios in Greek, which is basically survival, but zoe, which is the kind 
of life the God of communion offers to missionary disciples, and which 
missionary disciples offer to the world. As we respond to the challenges 
that our blessings bring—trying to live up to our dignity as God’s People 
in this world, struggling to create real community in our churches and 
religious communities, struggling to be the compassion, the healing, the 
reconciliation, the tenderness, the prophetic voice of God that Jesus 
was and in whose nature we share at baptism—this is the kind of per-
son that we will become, and the kind of person who will speak of and 
witness to God to the women and men around us. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

 Let me conclude on this note. If we accept the challenge to 
“push out into the deep…,” as this conference calls us to, we will be 
amply blessed—I am sure more than we can ever imagine. We have 
been blessed to be called as missionary disciples. As we accept the 
challenge that comes with this blessing right now there is no doubt that 
we will be even more blessed. As God’s people, as Christ’s body, as 
sharers in God’s nature—push out into the deep! 
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Ambassador  Dr. Miguel H. Diaz  

poses for a picture with his parents. 
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help us spread 
the mission and mandate of the USCMA- to promote 
mission and global solidarity.  It is your voice that 
gives us the ability to share in the story of mission.   
 

     In keeping with blessings and challenges theme, I 
want to bid farewell to Fr. Michael Montoya.  It is with 
sadness that we say goodbye in this time of transition.  
There have been so many blessings and gifts that we 
have seen benefit the USCMA since Fr. Michael’s time 
at the USCMA began in 2005.  He gifted the USCMA 
with his abundant energy, zeal for mission and heart 
for ministry.  The challenge of replacing him was met 
with the blessing of finding Fr. Jack Nuelle, MS,  a 
well-known, and longtime member of USCMA.  Fr. 
Jack comes with 30+ years of mission experience.  
With the heart of a missioner well established he also 
brings his abundant administrative experience to con-
tinue collaborate with the board, members and staff of 
the USCMA. 
   

Michael- thank you for all you have invested in the 
USCMA.  We have benefited greatly from your time, 
talent and treasure. 
 

Jack- thank you for continuing to answer the call of 
mission and to be in service at the USCMA. 
 

Please join us in prayers of thanksgiving for both Mi-
chael and Jack, who we are blessed to know in our 
journey of mission.     ++ 

Many of our members and friends have taken the time to share 
thoughts of farewell to Fr. Michael and welcome to Fr. Jack.   
Here is just a sampling : 

 

Welcome to Fr. Jack and thank you Michael for your lead-

ership over the past six years.  My how time flies.  Know 

the abundant blessings of our God as you all experience 

transitions to something new. 

Peace, 

Joan Mumaw, IHM 
 

Michael, please know we are so proud of you, a fellow San Diegan 
who eagerly and enthusiastically provided leadership as our Executive 
Director to further our sensitivity and awareness of Mission in the U S 
Church. You served well; you served generously. Thank you! 
 

Our prayer is that as you continue your priestly service that you find 
enjoyment, satisfaction and fulfillment.  Continued Blessings .  When 
you are in town visiting “home” we would be honored to share a mo-
ment with you! 
 

Father Jack! 
Welcome! Thank you for your willingness to walk in the leadership 
shoes of our Mission Church in the U S. You are welcome to stop by 
our “home” here in an Diego! 
We are “One Family in Mission” 
 

Peace always 
Joe Miller, SVD & staff 
 

May the Lord be blessed for all that Fr. Michael Montoya has 
been to all of us for so many years. I wish him all the best as he 
sets out for new mission horizons. Jesus, the first Missionary will 
lead him. 
 

Welcome to Fr. Nuelle, MS,"un incomparable missionnaire", he 
is going to enrich the USCMA and learn more too from 
USCMA. 
 

Loving greetings to the Staff 
 Sister Nzenzili MBOMA, FMM 
 

Dear Michael: 
 

Greetings from South Sudan.   Congratulations on six 
good years and a job well done!  Thanks for all you have 
done for mission - it was a lot of work and you did it very 
well! 
Peace, 
John Barth, MM 

Continued from page 2   From the President of the Board 
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Once again, members of the USCMA at the 2011 
Mission Conference in Miami passed four resolutions 
of action to help facilitate change within the global 
community.  Excerpts  of the resolution with the sug-
gested actions are shared below.  To read each reso-
lution in its entirety please go to the USCMA website: 
www.uscatholicmission.org .   
 

USCMA Resolutions 
 

RESOLUTION: Using the lens of the Sacred Scrip-
ture, the members of the United States Catholic 
Mission Association call for new laws from the US 
Legislature to protect the environment and to join 
global nations and organizations in combating 
Global Warming; to discern the cause(s) of and 
remedies for the destruction of our world environ-
ment; and to begin eliminating the  cause(s) of 
Global Warming. 
 
 

Suggested Actions: 
1. Let Congress and the Senate know that you want 
them to act now on environmental issues by contact-
ing your Congressmen or Congresswomen and your 
state Senators. 
2. Campaign with your circle of family and friends to 
do the same. 
 
 

RESOLUTION:  Be it resolved that we, as mem-
bers of the United States Catholic Mission Asso-
ciation (USCMA) in association with the Francis-
can Federation and the Franciscan Action Net-
work, upholding the inherent dignity of each hu-
man person in the tradition of St. Francis and St. 
Clare of Assisi, denounce all forms of human traf-
ficking as criminal acts that violate basic human 
rights and exploit innocent people.  We pledge to 
work for the elimination of human trafficking and 
its causes; to advocate for rescue, safety, and 
justice for trafficked persons; and to demand 
prosecution of perpetrators. 
 
 

Suggested actions: 
1. Respond prayerfully, engaging in prayer services, 
remembrances and offering intercessions during litur-
gies and on other such occasions. 
2. Become better educated about the issues related to 
Human Trafficking in the US and abroad. 
3. Engage in advocacy efforts such as petitions and 
postcard campaigns, calls letters and visitis to legisla-
tors, letters to the editor, nonviolent marches, vigils 

and demonstrations, media and other advocacy op-
portunities as they arise. 
4. Engage  in specific education and advocacy efforts 
concerning trafficked women and children at sports 
events, conventions, or other public events. 
5. Promote increased education in identification and 
safe rescue in hospitals, schools, social service agen-
cies, faith-based organizations, motels and other 
places where human trafficked victims can be res-
cued and provided with safety. 
6. Become aware of our purchasing practices and the 
use of our investment power by researching the com-
panies we support and the products we consume. 
7. Collaborate with appropriate organizations working 
against human trafficking, by engaging in networking 
meetings, collective actions, advocacy efforts, and by 
financial support when possible. 
 
RESOLUTION:  The members of the United States 
Catholic Mission Association call for an end to 
partisan politics.  We call forth the legislative 
branches of Federal and State governments to 
seek out the true and righteous policies needed 
to return the United States of America back to its 
social economic strength and leadership that the 
Constitution of the United States calls it to be. 
 

Suggested Actions: 
1. Let the Congress and Senate know that you are 
against partisan politics by contacting your Congress-
men or Congresswomen and your state Senators. 
2. Campaign with your circle of family and friends to 
do the same. 
 
RESOLUTION:  Be it resolved that the United 
States Catholic Mission Association (USCMA) 
joins the Africa Faith and Justice Network (AFJN) 
in its commitment to put an end to impunity in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and to promote 
justice in DRC and the Great Lakes Region in gen-
eral by supporting the establishment of a special-
ized court as recommended by the UN mapping 
exercise. 
  

Suggested action:  Schedule a visit, call, fax, or 
write a letter to your representative and ask that he or 
she makes justice for the victims of atrocities in the 
Congo a top priority of his or her foreign policy agen-
da.  (A sample script is found on the USCMA web-
site) 
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Welcome to the newly elected and re-elected board 
members of the USCMA!  At the 2011 Mission Con-
ference.  We are excited to continue the mandate to 
promote mission and global solidarity with the vision 
and skills of our board! 

 
New Board Members 

 
Rev. Gregory Gallagher, OMI, is 
in the leadership team of the Ob-
lates of Mary Immaculate, US 
Province. He is currently in charge 
of caring for the mission portfolio of 
the province (which includes Zam-
bia and the mission of Tijuana) and 
all the mission and ministerial ef-
forts of the OMI in the US. 
   

Fr. Greg was born in 1965 in St 
Paul, MN, the 10th of 11 children.  
He was active in both school and 

parish activities like youth group, student council, 
math club and tutoring.  He joined the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate while in college.  Fr. Greg holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Theology and Philosophy from 
Creighton University, Omaha, NE and a Master of Di-
vinity from Catholic Theological Union, Chicago, IL.  
 

Fr. Greg has served as missionary to the Native 
Americans in Sisseton, South Dakota, also served as 
vocation director for OMI, a pastor in St. Paul, MN 
and Director of the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Snows, Belleville, IL among others.  He is currently 
serving as the Second Assistant on the Provincial Ad-
ministration Team in Washington, D.C. 
 

Sr. Francine Costello, CSJ is 
a Sister of St. Joseph of Ca-
rondelet.  Born in the Philip-
pines and at age 8, grew up in 
Honolulu, Hawaii.  Two years 
after perpetual profession, 
1968, she joined her religious 
community in Peru.  She was 
an educator in private, catholic 
and government institutions, 
worked in team in pastoral 
ministries and community de-

velopment in central and southern Andean villages as 
well as in developing coastal cities north and south of 
Lima.  With 4 Maryknoll members in the initiative for 

Justice and Peace, Vicaría de Solidaridad de la Prela-
tura de Juli, they established an office educating fami-
lies in human rights, and in defense of victims of civil, 
political situations.  These were formative years of in-
tegration in faith, political/civil, social and cultural ac-
tions and responsibilities. 
 

After 22 years, Sr. Francine joined her religious com-
munity in Hawaii, worked with the religious vocation 
directors in the diocese, accompanied a novice of her 
community and began the Hispanic Ministry in the di-
ocese.  She is presently a member of her Congrega-
tional Leadership Team in St. Louis, MO. 
 

Re-Elected Board Members 
 
Rev. Don Ward, SJ currently serves As-
sistant Parish Priest at St. Therese Cath-
olic Church in Mooresville, North Caroli-
na. Fr. Don has been a USCMA Board 
member since 2008. He also currently 
serves the Procedures Committee at 

USCMA. 
 
 

 
 

 Fr. Paul Masson, MM currently serves as 
Assistant General for the Maryknoll Fathers 
and Brothers Leadership Council.  Fr. Paul 
has been a member of the USCMA Board 

since 2008 and is currently in the  
Procedures Committee. 

 
 
 

 
 

Ms. Alisa Macksey is currently serving as 
athe Director of Lasallian Programs for the 
Christian Brothers Conference in Washing-
ton, D.C.  She she has served on the Board 
of Directors for USCMA and sat on the Fi-
nance and Development Committee since 

2008.   
 
 
 

Sr. Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF is the Direc-
tor of the Office of Mission Education and 
Animation of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
and has served on USCMA’s Board of Di-
rectors since 2008. She sits on the Pro-

gram and Development Committee of the 
Board.   

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Sr.+Madge+Karecki&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1366&bih=587&tbm=isch&tbnid=mOdzfKw5JE1i7M:&imgrefurl=http://www.archchicago.org/Blog/blogger.aspx?bloggerid=33&docid=3TheX5_QhHGZxM&w=190&h=266&ei=bUiDTtOEBYGWtwfTvuD5AQ&zoom=1


 

 

Faces in Mission:Faces in Mission:Faces in Mission:   
   “The call of God is to listen with an open heart.” 
Columban Fr. Arturo Aguilar offers this insight when 
asked about the impact of mission in his life. Hear him 
and other missioners on the newest feature of the 
USCMA website Faces in Mission.   Every person 
has the chance  to live into their mission identity with a 
mission spirit.  Listen to what other missioners have to 
say about their own experience in mission.   
 

   Share your mission story with the USCMA by e-mail 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org 
 

Photo credit: St. Cloud Diocesan Mission Office 

 

CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO USCMA 
 

All donations are tax-deductible and will go to help 
USCMA fulfill its mandate to 

 
PROMOTE MISSION AND GLOBAL SOLIDARITY.   

 
Donate on line at www.uscatholicmission.org 

Just click on the Make a Gift  button. 
 

You can also send a  check or money order to: 
 

United States Catholic Mission Association 
Hecker Center for Ministry, Suite 100 

3025 Fourth Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20017-1107 

 

 

 

This  Bi-lingual Study 
Guide is a project of 
the United States 
Catholic Mission Asso-
ciation in collaboration 
with the Archdiocese 
of Chicago Office for 
Mission Education and 
animation, and the 
Missionary Society of 
St. Columban to help 

individuals, groups, parishes, and dioceses in their mission promo-
tion and education.  In using this study guide, it is hoped that mis-
sion becomes integral in our response to our baptismal prom-
ise.  Spanish translation is made by Fr. Ramon Caluza, President 
of Union Dominicana de Emisoras Catolicas and General Director 
of Radio Enriquillo, Dominican Republic. 

2nd Printing of Study Guide for Use with 

the Aparecida Document  

on Sale now at the USCMA!   

Only $10.00 + shipping & handling. 

DVD ORDERS OF 
Mission Conference 2011 

Now Avaialable! 

 

For $15.00 you will be able to watch  the Keynote Speakers 
and other main gatherings from Mission Conference 2011!   

 

Rev. Steve Bevans, SVD, PHD 
“Blessings and Challenges of Communion and  

Missionary Discipleship” 
 

Sr. Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF, DTh 
“Let down the nets for a catch…” 

 

Ambassador Miguel H. Diaz, PHD 
“Push Out into the Deep…” 

 

To order, please email the USCMA at 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org.   

 
Also available: Mission Congress 2010 DVD’s 

Featuring Addresses of: 
Rev. Gary Riebe Estrella, SVD 

Sr. Janice McLaughlin, MM 
Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga 

Dr. Kim Smolik and Rev. Clarence Williams, CPPS, PhD 
Ms. Teresita Gonzalez de la Maza and Mr. James Lindsey 

 

Be a Face in Mission at Be a Face in Mission at Be a Face in Mission at 
www.uscatholicmission.orgwww.uscatholicmission.orgwww.uscatholicmission.org   
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During this joyous season, we pray that the Lord will 
bless you, your loved ones and friends  for all your sup-
port for those in need.  
  
As we continue to work  together to proclaim the Gos-
pel in all our actions, we thank you for your support 
and pray that you will continue to shine the Lord’s 
light on all you reach. 

 
 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
 

Fr. Michael Montoya , MJ ◊ Fr. John Nuelle, M.S. 
Genevieve Mougey ◊ Stephen F. Scott 
Sr. Anne Louise Von Hoene , MMS 
Amanda Ceraldi ◊  Patricia Silva 


