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Layers of Mission:  
by Sr. Kathy Schmittgens,  SSND 
 

 

I have walked through many lives, 

some of them my own, 

and I am not who I was, 

though some principle of being 

abides, from which I struggle not to 

stray. 
 

These words from The Layers by Stanley 

Kunitz have come to me many times in 
the past five years as they accurately de-
scribe the changes in 
my life.  They come to 
mind once more as I 
reflect on the wonder-
ful opportunity I had as 
a part of my sabbatical 
after eight years of 
leadership.   
 

Twenty years ago I left 
Sierra Leone after the 
area in which I lived 
was attacked by rebels.  
One other sister and I 
lived in the Eastern Dis-
trict which is the dia-
mond mining area of 
the country.  As the civil 
war grew this district 
was the prize that the 
rebels sought to fund 
their war effort.  Our experience in Octo-
ber/November of 1992 was not the 
worst the country faced but for a simple 
girl from south St. Louis it was far be-

yond my life expectations. 
 

I left Sierra Leone in 1993 feeling numb 
and disillusioned.  Everything I thought I 
knew about living there turned upside 
down and I came home saying I was fine 
while all those around me knew that 
wasn’t true.  I had good help working 
through the trauma of those days and 
somehow always thought I would return 
to continue working in West Africa.   
 

The war escalated and going back got 
pushed further away.  I found a ministry 
I loved, working the Office for the Mis-
sions in San Diego.  I was able to use my 
gifts and experience to work for mission 
on the home front.  I was at a point 
where I thought I might go back after we 

took a group from the 
diocese to Kenya.  Five 
months later I was 
elected to provincial 
leadership in my con-
gregation.  So the Africa 
return was once again 
on hold.   
 

Fast forward eight 
years and once again 
the question of retun-
ing niggled at my soul.  
The only thing that I 
knew I wanted to do 
was return to Sierra 
Leone.  But I knew that 
Sierra Leone and our 
work there was not the 
same at all from 20 

years ago.  So I asked to have six weeks 
there.  I figured that this was long 
enough so that any enchantment I might 
have in going back would be over and I 
could be realistic about returning.  I also 

WE PRAY:  
that the risen Christ may be a sign 
of certain hope for the men and 
women of the African continent.  

 
~Pope Benedict XVI 
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ments prompted visible changes; others 

sought more profound internal and external 

transformations. The fortress walls of the 

Church gave way to windows “thrown wide 

open.”  

Less than two months before the closing of 

Vatican II, Pope Paul VI promulgated the 

Declaration on the Relation of the Church 

with Non-Christian Religions, known as 

Nostra Aetate. The shortest of the Coun-

cil’s three Declarations, it is nonetheless 

often referred to as “the Magna Carta doc-

ument” or “the watershed document” that 

sparked deepened interest in an area so 

little spoken of: interreligious dialogue. So 

little had been done in dialogue; for centu-

ries it had been easier and more effective 

just to say, “Anathema sit!” than to engage 

in dialogue – whether ecumenical or inter-

religious. The windows had indeed been 

thrown open! 

As a child, I grew up in what was consid-

ered to be a multi-ethnic neighborhood. Yet 

it was a totally Christian – and mostly Cath-

olic – one. Multi-ethnic meant families of 

either western European or African de-

scent. That was indeed the reality of grow-

ing up in the 30’s and 40’s. It certainly is 

not what is experienced today. With the 

tremendous surge of people interested in 

genealogy, ethnicity is no longer limited to 

one race, color, nation or religious affilia-

tion. It challenges us to a deeper under-

standing of our humanity and, indeed, of 

world ecology. In our globalized world to-

day, we no longer have a choice but rather 

a responsibility to be open-minded in our 

relationships with others. In Jesus’ day the 

Samaritan was in the next village. Today 

he/she is in the house next door. The 

Council Fathers were well ahead of their 

times when they wrote Nostra Aetate. 

Those of us who participated in last year’s 

Conference in Miami will recall that the 

next USCMA       

From the          

Executive Director 
FR. JACK NUELLE, M.S. 

Among the many salient 

events that framed my 

life, being in Rome during 

most of the Second Vatican Council 

ranks near the top. Being in the presence 

of so many bishops, theologians and 

other church leaders confirmed my de-

sire to have a more active part in our 

Church which, the Council told us, is by 

her very nature fundamentally mission-

ary. It was during those formative years 

that I informed my superiors that I was 

ready and willing to minister “in the mis-

sions” – a process that, for me, would 

expand over the next five years. Prayer, 

reflection and preparation helped me 

realized that I had been a missioner from 

the time of my baptism. My “going out” to 

minister and serve was just another 

means of witnessing to my baptismal 

reality. 

This year, on October 11, the Church will 

mark the 50th anniversary of the opening 

of that life-changing event we call Vati-

can II. The four council sessions, which 

ranged from 1962 to 1965, were times of 

intense introspection mingled with a 

deeper sense of dialogue. Some 2,400 

bishops brought to the Vatican an experi-

ence of the Church alive in a wide variety 

of cultures and traditions. This same 

Church was being challenged by rapid 

political, social, economic, and techno-

logical changes. One extraordinary result 

of the Council was an awakening to new 

global dimensions of our faith. For me, 

the dialogical exchanges in that faith-

filled attitude of searching and listening 

gave new meaning to the scriptural 

words: “We and the Holy Spirit have de-

cided... [AA 15:28]” Some council docu-

 

From the Board President 

TERESITA GONZALEZ DELA MAZA 
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I have just returned from  an engaging meeting 
of the USCMA Board of Directors with the  staff 
and enthusiastic  new Executive Director!  We 
are looking forward to our next conference in 
Los Angeles:  “ Forging New Paths: Interreligious 
Dialogue”.  This theme points to blessings and 

challenges in dialogue regardless of our con-
text in ministry.  In many ways we are like all 
those nations called by God as foretold by Isai-
ah, to hike “...up to the mountain of the 
Lord...that he may teach us his ways...”  per-
haps it is in the efforts of journeying together 
that the seeds of unity are planted.   
 
This month I embark in a fairly charged Lenten 
hike...  to Cuba, to accompany the Holy Father 
and the Cuban people.  We celebrate together 
the 400th anniversary of Our Lady of Charity, 
with the theme  “A Jesus por Maria, La Caridad 
nos une,”  which in English means: To Jesus 
through Mary, Charity (Our Lady of Charity) 
unites us.  Our blessed mother is a powerful 
image as one who remained vigilant with her 
suffering Son.  She remains with us  in the 
struggles of the Cuban people, and consoles 
all  of us with the hope of the Resurrection.   
 
So here I go, a Cuban born abroad, stepping 
on Cuban soil for the very first time, captivated 
in the idea that somehow “Cachita” (a term of 
endearment for Mary among the Cuban peo-
ple) has waited patiently for me.  I take with me 
the insights of many of you from whom I have 
learned about dialogue in difficult circumstanc-
es.  Some people fear insurmountable and 
staunch opposing views, yet, I’m looking to 
Christ to facilitate a dialogue of life.   I don’t 
have expectations which is probably 
best  since Cuba  is impacted by diverse ex-
pectations. Many people treat it as a blank 
slate upon which to prove or disprove their fa-
vorite agendas and ideas.  I carry my own fam-
ily’s story with love and compassion, but I 
don’t  come with  goals of some personal clo-
sure, for gaps that I have long since filled with 
God’s consolation.  I go as a person of faith, 

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 4 
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knew that I had no good closure when I left in 1993.  So my 
trip had dual purposes. 
 

What didn’t occur to me were Stanley Kunitz’s words.  As 
the days in Sierra Leone went by I began to understand 
that in the 20 years away “I have walked through many 
lives, some of them my own, and I am not who I was.”  Why 
this never occurred to me I can only guess.  Not having 
good closure when I left is undoubtedly the biggest factor.  
I always felt that there was this tether somehow holding 
me still and calling me back.  I hadn’t finished that experi-
ence and part of me was still who I was then. 
 

I am not usually good with journaling but decided to write 
a blog while I was there.  It helped more than I could have 
imagined.  I found so many things that were familiar.  I felt 
right at home in the country again.  I craved the food and 
found it wonderful.  My Krio came back pretty well and I 
felt I could bargain in the market.  I loved walking to the 
market and greeting people. 
 

And yet I missed knowing all the folks I passed.  Our sisters 
are in different parts of the diocese and on my walks I did-
n’t recognize anyone.  I found myself thinking I saw people 
I knew only to remember that they couldn’t still be that 
age or that they had died in the intervening years.  Another 
part of The Layers felt appropriate. 
 

Oh, I have made myself a tribe 

out of my true affections, 

and my tribe is scattered! 

How shall the heart be reconciled 

to its feast of losses? 

In the rising wind 

the manic dust of my friends, 

those who fell along the way, 

bitterly stings my face. 

 
Intellectually I knew that things would be different and 
that people I knew and loved were not there anymore but 
reconciling my heart to the reality was different.  The one 
question I always asked of people who I did reunite with 
was their story of the time during the war.  It was painful 
to hear stories of houses burned down and both rebels and 
soldiers invading peaceful villages.  Often children were 
sent in different directions for safety.  I met two of the 
daughters of our former cook.  One had gone to Guinea and 
the other to Freetown.  So their struggles and losses were a 
big piece of my time back in Sierra Leone. 
 

Of course there were wonderful surprises as well.  Chil-
dren who were not even in primary school when I left 
were in university.  Young girls who carried their younger 
siblings on their back now carried their own children.  Re-
tuning to Kabala where I had worked for three and a half 

years I met a young man who had worked for us in return 
for schooling.  He had gone to school to become a carpen-
ter and was now the carpenter for the RC mission there.  
When our cook saw me get out of the vehicle she yelled, 
“My grandmother is here,  My grandmother is here!”  Of 
course that didn’t sit too well with me since we are only 10 
years apart! 
 

I spent a good deal of my time reflecting on what I was ex-
periencing and how my future self might fit into the new 
world of Sierra Leone today.  My time there assured me 
that I could survive (although I am much more attached to 
fast internet that even I suspected).  But trying to imagine 
myself there doing what they seem to need just left me 
with a blank screen.   
 

I came home with a true sense of closure on the experi-
ence.  That tether seems to be untied.  And yet my connec-
tion to the people there is strong and good.  I found that 
the call I had so strongly before I originally went is not 
there.  My commitment to mission is as strong as ever.  My 
years in Sierra Leone have shaped me and shaped deci-
sions I have made subsequently.  Nothing can substitute 
for life in another culture.  I had to radically evaluate all 
that I believed about God and Church.  I had to reevaluate 
all I knew about myself as an American…mostly that I did-
n’t really think we had an American culture.  I had to 
reevaluate all I knew about myself, what I could do and 
what I could face.   
 

Returning to Sierra Leone was a gift that I can never ade-
quately show my appreciation for.  It has helped me turn 
my face confidently to my future.  I will conclude with the 
end of The Layers. 
 

Though I lack the art  

to decipher it, 

no doubt the next chapter  

                in my book of transformations             + 

Continued from page 1 
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Continued from page 2 

Conference is scheduled for Los Angeles with the theme being: Forg-

ing New Paths: Interreligious Dialogue. This theme, taken from the 

Lineamenta for the Synod on New Evangelization, reminds us that, as 

Missioners of the 21st century, we must “have the courage to forge 

new paths” [#5] and to “find new approaches” [#9] to being Church. In 

his encyclical Evangelii Nuntiandi, Paul VI noted [#53]: “The Church 

respects and esteems these non-Christian religions because they are 

the living expression of the soul of vast groups of people. They carry 

within them the echo of thousands of years of searching for God, a 

quest which is incomplete but often made with great sincerity and 

righteousness of heart. They possess an impressive patrimony of 

deeply religious texts. They have taught generations of people how to 

pray.” 

The USCMA 2012 Conference in Los Angeles is offered as our gather-

ing point to help us “forge new paths” as we respond firsthand to the 

reality of the 21st century religious atmosphere. What will our re-

sponse be to questions, like: 

 How do people of other Religions feel, act, or judge when in the 

presence of a Catholic Missioner? 

 How do I welcome them, speak to or about them, and react to 

their presence? 

 Do I find God working in and through them, or do I consider them 

a threat or myself superior in faith? 

 Am I aware of how my perspective of mission, or response to mis-

sion is affected by the cultures and traditions of other Religions? 

 How can interreligious dialogue transform me/us and transform 

the way I/we “do” mission?  

Jesus prayed [Jn 17:21] that “all may be one.”  In his third encyclical, 

Caritas in Veritate [#53], Pope Benedict XVI calls us to recognize “that 

the human race is a single family working together in true communion, 

not simply a group of subjects who happen to live side by side.” What 

a compelling vision of peace and reconciliation!+ 

 

convinced that Christ is alive in the Cuban people,  and that the Spirit 

has long acted even when human hands have grown weary.  I go to 

be present, in Mary’s embrace, knowing  that only God’s infinite crea-

tivity can water the seeds of the Good News found along this moun-

tain and I hope to be part of the unity of one charity in truth.   

So this is my  current challenge in missionary dialogue, what is 

yours?  Is it inter-faith dialogue in your community?  Or in other re-

gions of the globe?  Are you working to build bridges of understand-

ing among communities marked by major differences?  Or interested 

in the insights of interreligious dialogue for the process of mission 

dialogue in daily life?  We are eager to hear your inspirations and 

experiences.  Join us in Los Angeles as we forge this new path to-

gether!+ 

USCMA STAFF: 
Fr. Jack Nuelle, MS  Executive Director 
Ms. Genevieve Mougey  Associate Director 
Mr. Stephen Scott  Associate Director of Operations 
Sr. Anne Louise Von Hoene, MMS Accountant 
Ms. Amanda Ceraldi  Intern 

Continued from page 2 

 
Find out more information about the ways you can help to  

promote mission and global solidarity on our website: 
uscatholicmission.org   

 
Questions or do you have a mission related event?  Send us the 

information and we will help to publicize!  
uscma@uscatholicmission.org 
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Grace in Mission 

by Amanda Ceraldi, USCMA Intern 
 

This spring break I, along with 12 other members from The Catholic Universi-
ty of America travelled to San José, Heredia, Costa Rica, to participate in a 
mission trip.  These words from Corinthians, “The grace of God was with 
me,” (NIV) was exactly what we experienced.  The grace of God was abun-
dant during our trip.  Partnering with two mission organizations, Missionary 
Cenacle Volunteers and the Misioneros Trinitarios of Costa Rica, we worked 
in the Monte Carmel community doing manual labor, playing with kids, visiting 
the elderly, and serving food to local school children.  In all of our experienc-
es God’s grace was present.  But how do we define God’s grace?  The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church defines grace as “free and undeserved help that 
God gives us to respond to his call to become children of God” (1996).  Grace 
is “a participation in the life of God” (1997).  This understanding of grace is at 
the root of all missions and it was prevalent during our time in Costa Rica. 
 

The mission continued to be filled with God’s grace.  Thursday night I sat 
silently in front of the Lord, present in the Most Holy Eucharist.  An evening of 
Adoration with the seminarians from Misioneros Trinitarios was when I truly 
understood God’s grace in the mission.  The children from the community 
joined us.  Nicole was there and once again I was able to feel the grace in her 
presence.  We were celebrating tri-lingual adoration. Readings, songs, and 
reflections, in Spanish, French, and English filled the chapel.  It was at this 
time that God’s grace became the most clear I have ever experienced.  Star-
ing at the Eucharist, I reflected on our week.  The love given and received, it 
was a reciprocal grace.  In the way I feel God’s presence in the Eucharist 
during Adoration, living and active in my heart; I felt that during my time in 
Costa Rica.  It was as if God was giving all of his love and grace to me.  In 
return I wanted to give of myself to God, through the community and through 
the mission.   In our mission we were able to bring the community to a closer 
relationship God and they brought us to a closer relationship with God.  This 
reciprocal grace was an exchange of God from one heart to another.  My 
heart was transformed by God’s grace present in the work we did and the 
people we were in communion with.  In those moments, I felt my call from 
God—my call to live out mission in my everyday life.  God’s grace allowed me 
to give all of myself to the mission.  What I received was much more than I 
could have ever imagined.  I received the love of the community, the love of 
God, and the knowledge that mission is what I want to do for the rest of my 
life.  As I looked around the room, I knew that God was there, sharing His 
grace with all who participated.   
God’s grace is a part of our everyday mission.  When we answer His call and 

participate in His life we 
are doing mission.  The 
grace of this mission 
was not a one-time 
thing.  The grace came 
long before we began 
our trip and it will con-
tinue long after our time 
in Costa Rica.  God’s 
grace was with me dur-
ing the mission.  This 
mission will stay in my 
heart; this mission is  
never ending.  + 



 

 

  

 
 

 
“Let down the nets for the catch…” 

A Missiological Reflection on Luke 5:1-11 
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Introduction: 
 

My father enjoyed fishing.  He liked the quiet that sitting 
in the boat waiting for a bite occasioned. He did not 
mind the waiting for the fish to bite.  He usually went 
fishing on a Saturday or when we were on vacation so 
he had time to wait. 

 

 For professional fishermen the work of catching fish is 
taxing and strenuous.  In this text we learn that Peter 
and his co-workers were up all night and did not catch 
anything.  Then Jesus enters into their lives and change 
comes to them in a profound way. 

 

 This text has implications for mission that can enrich 
both mission spirituality and mission praxis. I want to 
bring to your attention what biblical scholars have to 
say about this text as a foundation for our missiological 
thought.  It is my hope that together we can explore the 
text’s deeper meaning and find inspiration for our own 
participation in the Christ’s mission. 

 

 I will begin by situating the text in the context of the of 
Luke’s Gospel as a whole. Then I will say something 
about the setting in which this narrative unfolds.  This 
will be followed by an anagogical analysis of the text 
and finally I draw out some implications for mission 
praxis.  By the conclusion of the presentation I am sure 
you will have more insights to add during the discus-
sion time.  So let’s push off into the deep. 

 

The Gospel of Luke: Six Themes 
 

The biblical scholar, Luke Timothy Johnson (1991:21-
24), has pointed out six themes at work in the whole 
Gospel of Luke that shed light on the perspective from 
which Luke writes.   

 

World-Affirmation:  Luke presents a positive stance to-
ward the world as creation and as the arena for human 
history and human activity.  The Roman Empire is the 
larger context in which the Gospel message can be 
spread.  The “Good News” is meant for everyone and 
the followers of Jesus are presented as courageous, just, 

law-abiding and reasonable.  They are not fanatics 
(:22). 

 

The Great Reversal:  God does not approve of all human 
conduct or structures.  Human security and complacen-
cy are challenged by the Gospel.  Luke’s portrait of Mary 
is emblematic of how God reverses the poverty and 
powerlessness of the human condition (:22).  “The rich” 
have their consolation in society and do not see their 
need of God.  “The poor” are those rejected by society 
on the basis of human standards of judgment, but they 
accepted by God.  They are part of the restored people 
of God. 

 

Salvation:  Human values are reversed by God not for 
the destruction of the wicked, but for the saving of 
those excluded from society.  “Luke emphasizes the 
salvific aspect of the Good News more than the other 
Gospels.  Everything about Jesus is prophetic and he ex-
pressly brings a message of salvation (eg. lost coin, lost 
sheep, lost son) (:23). 

 

The Word of God:  Since Luke portrays Jesus as a proph-
et he emphasizes the power of the Word of God (e.g. 
Parable of the Sower) to elicit a faith response that is 
manifested in hearing and obeying (:23).  This theme is 
further expanded in the Book of Acts in which the Word 
of God takes root in the hearts of more and more believ-
ers who distinguish themselves by love for one another. 

 

Conversion:  “The Word of God demands the acceptance 
of the prophetic critique and a “turning” of one’s life” 
toward God (:23).  Conversion is a fundamental prereq-
uisite for following Jesus.  Encountering Christ implies 
the need to change our lives. 

 

The Response of Faith:  Johnson puts special emphasis 
on God’s visitation of his people (:23). God’s visitation 
requires faithfulness which combines obedient hearing 
of the Word and patient endurance.  It is not a momen-
tary, emotional response, but a commitment of the 
heart that is meant to grow and mature. Such a re-
sponse is characterized by an ever-growing apprecia-
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tion of the gift of salvation born of God’s love for us. 
 

 Besides these general, pervasive themes in Luke’s Gos-
pel and the fact that he wrote his Gospel for a Gentile 
audience we also find many connections with the faith 
of Israel: the prophecy of John’s birth, the Annuncia-
tion, the Visitation, Jesus’ birth, the Presentation in the 
Temple the ministry of John and Jesus is baptism and 
genealogy.  There is also the wonderful interchange be-
tween the faith-filled women, Mary and Elizabeth.  For 
Luke, the Magnificat typifies the essence of a faith re-
sponse to the presence of the Lord.   

 

 After the temptations in the desert, Jesus begins his 
mission in the synagogue in Nazareth.  He applied the 
passage from Isaiah 61 to himself and told the assem-
bly that it was fulfilled in their hearing. They became 
enraged and sought to kill him. He then moved to Ca-
pernaum and there he performed exorcisms and heal-
ings.  He carried out his mission alone. Unlike Matthew 
and Mark, Luke waits to present the call of the disci-
ples. 

  

 Johnson (1991:85-86) provides a reason for Luke’s de-
lay in presenting Jesus calling the disciples to share in 
his mission.  Johnson contends that Luke wants the 
reader to pause and reflect on Jesus’ mission of libera-
tion so that it clear that he has authority because of the 
dynamic power of the Holy Spirit working within him.  
He does this so that the visitation of God among his 
people is made clear. 

 

The Narrative in Context 
 

 The setting for this incident is the Lake of Gennesaret. 
It is a fresh water lake with eighteen different species 
of fish.   It was a favorite location of fishermen because 
of the abundance of fish found in its waters. 

  

 Peter and his brother Andrew are partners in the fish-
ing trade.  They work for Zebedee, the father of James 
and John who also work in their father’s fishing busi-
ness.  The first apostles are often portrayed as “simple 
fishermen” but, as research shows, Peter and his part-
ners were business men who were experienced in their 
trade.  They were well aware of the factors that made 
for good fishing and good business.   

 

 Since fishing was the source of their livelihood Peter 
and the others took good care of their boats and nets.  
Nets had to be washed and mended so that they could 
bear the haul of a good catch.  This was important be-

cause the amount of tax that had to be paid was de-
pendent on how many fish were caught and the tax af-
fected the price that had to be charged when the fish 
were sold. Counting them was a necessary part of the 
process. 

 

 According to Jewish law the fish had to be separated 
between clean and unclean.  Those fish deemed cleaned 
had scales and fins; those without, were unclean. Only 
the ones deemed clean could be sold to their Jewish 
customers. 

 

 Generally, fishing was done in the early morning or late 
at night.  Galilee had a thriving fishing industry.  For 
most people fish was the main source of protein.  Fish-
ermen had a lucrative trade because fish were one of 
the staples of the diet of poor people and for many 
wealthy people they were a delicacy.  These experi-
enced fishermen knew they would always have a mar-
ket for the fish they caught. Since fish and fishing 
played a significant role in the lives of so many of the 
first apostles it is no wonder that the fish became first 
symbol of the Christian community. 

 

 The incident at the Lake of Gennesaret marked a new 
stage in Jesus’ mission and we turn to it now. 

 

Jesus at Lake Gennesaret 
 

 The opening scene of this text is located on the shores 
of Lake Gennesaret.  Luke tells us that the crowd was 
pressing in upon Jesus.  It was a sign of Jesus’ rising 
popularity outside of Nazareth.  We learn that the 
crowd had come to hear the Word of God.  Jesus was 
first and foremost a charismatic preacher who spoke 
like one of the prophets from of old and the crowd was 
getting so large that Jesus could not be heard from the 
shore.  He then saw two boats close to the shore. They 
were both empty and the fishermen who used them 
during the night were nearby on the shore washing 
their nets.  Though Andrew is not mentioned, we as-
sume that he was with Peter because Luke used the 
plural in the text:  “we caught nothing.” 

 

 Jesus got into Simon’s boat, sat down and continued 
teaching.  He assumed the position of a Jewish teacher.  
This gesture was a clear connection with the rabbinic 
authority of Jesus’ teaching (Fitzmyer 1981:566).  For 
the first time in Luke’s Gospel we are told that Jesus is 
preaching “the word of God” (Bergant & Karris 
1989:946). In preaching the word of God, Jesus placed 
himself in the line of the prophets who speak God’s 
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word to encourage, instruct and call the chosen people 
to fidelity to their covenant with the God. 

 

 In the next part of the narrative, Jesus tells this very ex-
perienced fisherman to “Go out into the deep.”  This 
command is also rendered in two other forms: “Put out 
into the deep” or “Push out into the deep.”  This must 
have sounded preposterous to Simon.  He and his part-
ners just returned from a night of fishing and they 
caught nothing at all.  They have washed their nets to 
prepare them for their next attempt.  They had spent 
themselves in trying to make a catch, but after the 
whole night, they had nothing to show for their efforts. 
They did not expect to take up their work again. 

 

 Even though Simon could hardly believe what he was 
hearing, he responded to Jesus with humility. He obvi-
ously experienced the power in Jesus’ words.  Luke 
used a title that was not used in other Synoptics, 
“Master,” while Matthew and Mark use, “Teacher.”  Fitz-
myer contends that Luke used the title “Master” be-
cause it was more appropriate in light of the miracle 
that is about to take place. 

 

 Simon Peter then explained that they had fished all 
night without success:  “Master, despite laboring 
through the whole night we caught nothing!  But at 
your word I will lower the nets.”  Even though it seems 
what Jesus asked him to do would be futile; Simon 
obeyed, he acted on the Word of Lord.  He received the 
“word of the Lord” in faith.  The result was a marvelous 
catch of fish.  In this context we might also remember 
that Mary questioned the angel’s message to her with 
the words:  “How can this be…” (v.34) and then re-
sponded in faith: “May it be done to me according to 
your word” (v. 38).  Before the mystery of God’s pres-
ence Simon also made a faith response to Jesus’ com-
mand. 

 

 Simon was filled with amazement. Earlier, in chapter 
four, Jesus was portrayed as a teacher whose power 
was demonstrated by deeds.  In this case he personally 
directed a display of the power and authority at work in 
him.  Jesus is a prophet who knows what will happen 
beforehand.  In this way Luke built a context for the dis-
ciples’ commitment of faith (Johnson 1991:89).  

  

 The catch was so large that Simon and his brothers sig-
naled for their partners, James and John to bring their 

boat to take on some of the fish because the catch was 
so abundant.  Simon was then called Peter for the first 
time.  It was the name that he would as leader of the 
church (Bergant & Karris 1989:946).  Peter was able to 
look at Jesus with the eyes of faith and fell down before 
Jesus whom he called “Lord.”  He is the first person to 
use this title for Jesus in the public ministry. Peter’s 
faith become the “rock” on which the church is built. 

 

 Peter was aware of the gulf that existed between him-
self, a sinner, and the Lord.  His first reaction was to 
plead unworthiness.  He asked the Lord to depart from 
him.  He was yet to realize that Jesus does not depart 
from sinners, he does not shun sinners, but that Jesus 
came for sinners.  He associates with sinners if they are 
willing to put their trust in him and respond in faith to 
his call. 

 

 Peter’s amazement is characterized, by biblical schol-
ar’s as religious awe before “the Holy One,” the mysteri-
um tremendum ac fascinosum, before the attractive yet 
overwhelming presence of God.  This is seen as an 
epiphany a revelation and the divine holiness is too 
much for a human to bear (Bergant & Karris 1989:946; 
Johnson 1991:88).  Andrew, James and John were like-
wise astounded by the astounding catch.  They were 
afraid, and Jesus sought to calm their fears. He said to 
Peter:  “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching men and women.”  Jesus then placed his confi-
dence in Peter and his companions.  Their act of faith 
elicited an invitation from Jesus to participate in his 
mission and be his disciples. 

 

 For Johnson (1991:90), “the contrast between a lack of 
human potential and the reality of divine fulfillment is 
essential to Luke’s theme of the ‘Great Reversal’” for 
nothing is indeed, impossible for God. 

Simon’s response to the power and knowledge of Jesus 
is not a fisherman’s response; that is, he did not say: 
Why did I not know where the fish were? Rather, his 
response is that of a human being in the presence of 
one he now calls Lord. Simon’s skill is not the issue; the 
issue is his life. Yet in Jesus’ eyes his sin does not dis-
qualify him; the same power that prompted Simon to 
fall at Jesus’ knees now lifts him into God’s service 
(Craddock 1990:70). 

 

 Johnson (1991:88), commenting on the act of catching 
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fish noted that the word used in the Greek text means 
“catching them alive.”  He explained that those who will 
be caught in the nets of the disciples will not die; on the 
contrary, they would be saved from the deep waters of 
the darkness of sin experience eternal life. Fitzmyer 
(1981:563) had another interpretation.  He wrote:  “To 
respond as a disciple is to follow Jesus on his way—a fol-
lowing which will involve the “catching alive” of other 
human beings for the kingdom.”  

 

 Peter and the other disciples then took decisive action.  
They brought their boats back to the shore and “left eve-
rything and followed him.”  Luke adds this phrase to the 
calling of the disciples and for this reason Luke’s Gospel 
is called the “Gospel of Absolute Renouncement.” Luke 
makes discipleship more heroic and single-minded than 
the other Synoptic Gospels.    For Luke, nothing can dis-
tract the disciple from following Jesus (Bergant & Karris 
1989:946). Complete trust is required for discipleship.   

 

Getting at the Deeper Meaning:  The Anagogical Sense 
 

 Anyone who has taken a Scripture course or has partici-
pated in an in-depth Bible Study has been introduced to 
the four senses of Scripture.  In articles 116-118 in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church we find the senses of 
Scripture explained.  For our purposes here I want to 
simply point out that there are literal and spiritual sens-
es of Scriptures and the spiritual sense is sub-divided in 
the allegorical, the moral and the anagogical senses.  The 
Catechism uses a medieval couplet to summarize these 
senses of Scripture:  The letter speaks of deeds; allegory 
about the faith; the moral about our actions; analogy 
about our destiny (CCC 118). 

 

 The word anagogical also means the mystical sense of 
the Scriptures (Casey 1995:56).  When this sense of 
Scripture is used to interpret a biblical text   those things 
that are bound up with our eternal destiny are highlight-
ed. Meditation that is informed by the anagogical sense 
often leads to an experience of the glory which will be 
bestowed on us by the Lord at the end of time.  This 
sense can engender in us a deeper desire for union with 
God and a longing for loving union with the Lord in con-
templative prayer.   James McIhone (2011:13) provides 
us with an important insight that can enrich our under-
standing of the anagogical sense: 

 

 Thus [the] Judaeo-Christian scriptures look backward to 

the past, but also to the future coming of the messiah, 
or to what is called “That Day” for the Jews and the 
second coming of Christ of the Christians. It is this 
forward looking vision that is embodied in the ana-
gogical sense of scripture. 

 

 It is from the perspective of this sense that I have at-
tempted to interpret the text from Luke so that we 
might see how God’s plan of salvation continues to 
unfold within our lives and in the world. 

 

 In the beginning of chapter five of Luke’s Gospel, we 
get an insight into Jesus’ mission and how people re-
sponded to Jesus.  Luke tells us that a crowd gathered 
to hear Jesus preach the “word of God.” In scene in 
the previous that takes place in the synagogue in 
Nazareth people became enraged with Jesus’ inter-
pretation of Isaiah 61; now at the Lake of Gennesaret 
people are listening to him.  Jesus cast out the net of 
the word of God for people to hear; but hearing was 
not enough. We might ask ourselves what prevents 
us from hearing God’s word and what blocks us from 
making a response to the Lord?  

 

 When the crowd pressed in on Jesus he could no 
longer be heard; he saw two boats near the shore and 
got into the one Peter used.  Maximus of Turin, writ-
ing in the fifth century, interpreted Jesus’ choice of 
Peter’s boat in this way: 

He chooses Peter’s boat and forsakes Moses’—that is 
to say, he spurns the faithless synagogue and takes 
the faithful church. For God appointed the two as 
boats, so to speak, which would fish for the salvation 
of humankind in this world as in a sea (in Just 
2005:87). 

 

 Luke demonstrated his high regard for the leadership 
role Peter played the Church.  The catch was not so 
much about fish, but about Peter and his partners in 
the fishing trade.   

 

 The command to put out into the deep and to lower 
the nets marks the beginning of Jesus sharing his 
mission with Peter.  The disciples would now be 
bonded together with Jesus in mission.  In the en-
counter between Jesus and Peter the Spirit worked.  
Unlike the people in the crowd who simply hear the 
word of God; Peter responded to the word of God and 
in doing so trust was born in his heart.   



 

 

 

 

 At first, Peter did not understand and he tried to ex-
plain to the Jesus that he, Andrew, along with James 
and John fished all night and caught nothing.  Then in a 
moment of grace he responded in faith:  “But at your 
word I will lower the nets.” It was then that an epipha-
ny occurred that revealed the presence of God in the 
abundant catch of fish that could not be contained in 
one boat. Marshall (1978:199) explained how Luke’s 
text differs from Mark’s:      Mark has simply related the 
basic fact that the proper response to the gospel of the 
kingdom is instant obedience to the call to discipleship; 
Luke’s story shows that the call took place only after 
the fishermen had made the acquaintance of Jesus and 
experienced a revelation of his heavenly power. 

 

 Fitzmyer (1981:568) concurred with this interpreta-
tion about the miraculous catch and Luke gave expres-
sion to the revelatory character of the abundant catch 
through Jesus’ assurance to Peter that he should not be 
afraid.  In biblical accounts of God’s visitations in the 
lives of people, the phrase “Do not be afraid” signals the 
presence and action of God.  Again we might pause and 
ask ourselves how we experience God’s presence in our 
lives.  Do we have a healthy “fear” of God’s presence 
that calls us to attentive listening and obedient faith?  
Peter and the other disciples relied on the own 
knowledge and resources during the whole night and 
caught nothing; then they acted in obedience to the 
word of God and the result was an amazing catch.  What 
can help us to rely on the Lord’s direction and not our 
own resources?  How do both reliance on the Lord and 
personal initiative come into play in following the 
Lord’s lead in all we do? 

 

 Peter had to seek help from James and John because the 
fish could not be contained in one boat.   Theirs would 
be a shared mission for the kingdom of God.  They 
would not only need the Lord’s help, but they would 
need to be able to count on one another.  In the face of 
the miraculous catch Peter became aware of the awe-
inspiring presence of God and his unworthiness.  En-
countering Christ always brings us to self-knowledge 
and Peter became acutely aware of his sinfulness and 
asked the Lord to depart from him.  The closer we get 
to Christ the more we see ourselves in the light of his 
love.  The challenge is to accept ourselves and rely on 
God’s mercy.  When we do this God can transform us if 
we are humble enough to allow the Spirit to have free 
reign in us. 

 

 Jesus gave Peter and the other disciples a new mission; 

he made them fishers of men and women.  In this com-
missioning,  they were asked to follow him, but in order 
to embrace this mission they would need to leave eve-
rything else behind so that they could launch out into 
the deep mysteries of the kingdom.  Here we have what 
Bergant and Karris (1989:946) called “The Absolute 
Renouncement” in which we abandon anything that 
competes for our attention and impedes full commit-
ment and dedication to the mission of Christ. In light of 
the experience of God’s providential care the only prop-
er response is one made in faith and love. 

 

 When we do this kind of analogical interpretation of a 
text we need to interact with the other senses of Scrip-
ture.  We need sound biblical knowledge of the literal 
meaning so that the other senses by which we engage 
in interpretation can deepen our understanding and 
hence give meaning to our Christian lives.  We will now 
consider some of the missiological implications that 
flow from this text from Luke’s Gospel. 

 

Implications for Mission Praxis 
 

 The interplay among the various factors that shape our 
personalities, particular gifts and skills, faith develop-
ment, lived experience and our education affects our 
mission praxis. Nevertheless the word of God must in-
form and sustain our participation in God’s mission. 
Without such reliance on the word of God, our efforts 
will not bear fruit and could even be counterproduc-
tive.   I have drawn out some missiological implications 
of the text “lower the nets for the catch,” but the list is 
not exhaustive. It is obvious that you will bring much to 
the discussion that will follow. 

 

 The first thing that struck me is that Jesus went wher-
ever he could to faithfully carry out the mission he had 
received from the Father.  In Nazareth he was not ac-
cepted, in fact people wanted to throw him over the 
cliff (Lk 4:30); Jesus did not argue with anyone, he 
simply moved on.   

 

 We may have a desire to be on mission in a certain 
place or situation, but find that it does not work out.  
Perhaps we cannot learn the necessary language or lan-
guages, or we have difficulty relating to the local peo-
ple, or we cannot adjust to the physical setting.  We 
need to know when to stay and when to move on.  We 
need to respect the local people and their way of life. 

  

 Secondly, Jesus had one priority and that was to reveal 
the Father’s love for all people.  His concern was that 
they would accept the invitation to be part of God’s plan 
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for the salvation of the world.  His zeal for making 
known the word of God dominated his life and was the 
focus of his mission. He preached not only with words, 
but also through acts of healing, concern, liberating for-
giveness, exorcisms, and the call for justice so the king-
dom could be revealed in its fullness. 

 

 In Redemptoris Missio Blessed John Paul II wrote that 
“Mission is a single but complex reality, and it develops 
in a variety of ways” (41).  Participation in mission un-
folds in a myriad of ways.  Our understanding and ex-
perience expands and deepens and brings to us greater 
clarity about our role in God’s mission.  We need to re-
flect upon and evaluate our mission praxis so that God 
can work through us in new ways that perhaps we 
have not thought of before. 

 

 Thirdly, trust in the Lord is essential.  Peter and the dis-
ciples caught nothing on their own, but once they re-
lied on the Lord the catch was abundant.  The deep wa-
ters of our society, at least here in the United States, 
call for a witness of faith that is far beyond human ca-
pabilities alone.  We need to recognize that it is not our 
cleverness or intellectual prowess that will move oth-
ers to faith, but the witness of our lives (RM 42).  We 
need to  reach out especially to those who are excluded 
from society:  people living in poverty, those suffering 
because of economic and social injustice, those who are 
relegated to the margins of society because of race, eth-
nicity, physical disability, gender or age. We need a 
thorough understanding of the context in which we live 
so that we can make the appropriate response because 
we are called to transform reality so that it can better 
reflect the values of the kingdom of God.   David Bosch 
said it well:     

 Mission remains an indispensable dimension of  the 
Christian faith and that at its most profound level, its 
purpose is to transform reality around it.    Mission, in 
this perspective, is that dimension of our faith that re-
fuses to accept reality as it is and aims at changing it 
(Bosch1991:519). 

 

We cannot accept reality as it is because so much of it 
does not reflect the reign of God. Bosch reminded us 
that: 

 Our mission does not have a life of its own: only  in the 
hands of the sending God can it truly be  called mis-
sion. Not least since the missionary in-itiative comes 
from God alone (Bosch1991:390). 

 

 This brings me to the fourth implication that I gleaned 
from this text from Luke’s Gospel; namely, that we can-

not be attentive to God’s missionary initiative unless 
we are aware of God’s presence in our lives.  We need 
to have daily encounters with God in prayer that gradu-
ally open us to  God’s transforming love. We are called 
to loving union with God so that as we engage in mis-
sion we do so under the influence of the Spirit.  The de-
velopment of a profound relationship with the Lord is 
necessary that we are not simply doing missionary 
work, but we ourselves embody the missionary heart 
of Christ and become instruments of God’s love.  With-
out daily and deep prayer this is impossible.   

 

 Finally, mission requires that we “leave everything” in 
order to follow Christ.  We need to be willing to empty 
ourselves as Jesus did for the good of others.  Peter, An-
drew, James and John knew this to be true and “left 
everything.”  It was only later that they experienced the 
full extent of the kenosis in which they were called 
share.  Mission requires nothing less. 

 

Conclusion: 
  

 Jesus continues to call us, men and women, young and 
not so young, people of every time and place to play 
our part in God’s mission in the world.  The challenges 
to “letting down our nets for the catch” are manifold.  
Nevertheless Jesus’ words to Peter are spoken to us 
today:  “Do not be afraid.”   
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The Resource Curse: Impressions 

of Democratic Republic of Congo   
By Melaura Homan-Smith,  

AFJN Staff 
 

     On a third-floor balcony of a half-constructed house 
overlooking Lake Kivu in Goma, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, I sit and listen as one of our partners in ad-
vocacy explained the deplorable situation of mines in 
the Kivu provinces.  The Congolese men switch be-
tween Swahili, French, and English as we talk about 
the need for economic diversification and good gov-
ernance; during gaps in translation I smile pleasantly 
and take notes.  This meeting was one of many on my 
first trip to Africa with Africa Faith and Justice Net-
work. We traveled throughout North and South Kivu in 
Congo to work on the impact of conflict mineral laws 
and conditions on local people.  AFJN also worked on 
the research and promotion of traditional justice meth-
ods, but I’ll save that for another day. 
 

     DRC is one of the richest countries in the 
world.  Its resources like gold, tin, cassiterite, tungsten 
and coltan show up in our jewelery, electronics, ma-
chinery, everywhere.  But resources like these are a 
deadly blessing and rarely benefit local people.  The 
mess of refugees and rebel groups in the aftermath of 
invasion wars by neighboring countries Rwanda and 
Uganda has created a long-standing state of insecuri-
ty in the Kivu provinces.  NGOs and charities are thick 
on the ground, but there is no rule of law. The unregu-
lated plundering and exporting of minerals fuels con-
flict in an atmosphere where the men with the guns 
make the rules, and fair, competent government is a 
far-off dream.  
 

     However, an enforceable law tracing conflict min-
erals would allow YOU, the consumer, to make an in-
formed decision to purchase conflict-free prod-
ucts.  That’s why AFJN traveled to a gold mine in 
South Kivu, to meet with artisinal miners and local 
NGOs working on mining issues to assess current 
conditions, and awareness of the Dodd-Frank 1502 
law.  The village Mukera sits right on top of the mine; 
miners and their families live very close to where min-
ing work is done, commuting is not feasible with near-
ly impassable roads and high gas prices.  The four 
hour drive to get to Mukera could take a week during 

the rainy season!  The ever-present little wooden 
shops selling goods are absent here, the physical iso-
lation drives up the prices of manufactured goods.  It 
also limits the options for selling minerals at a fair 
price, and health conditions are abysmal.  With quite 
an entourage, we set off down the side of the moun-
tain toward the mine.   
 

     The lush green mountains contrast with the sand 
and mud of the above-ground mine.  A man who 
works with a local human rights organization gestured 
toward the dense forest as we hiked the single track, 
and he told me about the different kinds of monkeys 
and wild pigs that live here.  My eyes widened, but he 
just shrugged: “we eat them.”  
 

     It’s surprising to see no machinery except shovels 
and picks; the miners can spend months just digging 
down to the sand level to begin sifting for gold.  With 
just their hands and simple tools the miners have con-
structed small bridges to funnel water to different are-
as, the mine is relatively well organized into small per-
sonal plots.  "Artisinal miner" conjures up throw-back 
images of miners from the California gold rush, rug-
ged entrepreneurs who find nuggets of gold every 
week. However, these men and their families are in 
debt, and they are hungry. Stories from other more 
productive and dangerous mines are wretched: tales 
of prostitution, rape, violence, extortion, disease, and 
child labor were bandied around as the casual 
truth.  In talking to the miners of Mukera, we discov-
ered they hadn’t heard of the Dodd-Frank 1502 law 
(commonly called “the Obama law” in DRC), which, 
once the rules are released, will require companies to 
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carry out “supply chain due diligence” and report to 
the Securities and Exchange Commission if they wish 
to trade in the US stock exchange.  If the rules aren’t 
too watered down by opposing lobbyists, this will 
keep big companies honest.  The chief of Mukera and 
17 other villages, a middle aged man in a blazer and 
white ball cap, sat mostly quiet while the miners 
formed their ask: they wanted funding to start a coop-
erative and to bring buyers into the area.  Of course, 
none of this was clear to me, as it was all in Swahili.  I 
mostly acted as camerawoman and played peekaboo 
with the village children through the window.  They 
would tug at my hand, call me “muzungu” (non-
African), and pose for the camera.  The very smallest 
toddlers would occasionally see me and burst into 
tears; I’m an alarmingly different color.   
 

     My colleague talked to the assembled miners 
about advocacy, lessons about organizing and letter 
writing.  They are weary and hungry, the men under-
standably focus on funding instead.  It feels awkward 
to me, as if we are presuming to tell them what’s im-
portant in their lives.  But truly, if money was all it 
took, why hasn’t the quality of life improved for the 
people of DRC?  Several hundred international NGOs 
and the UN have been working and pouring money 
into the area, some since 1994.  True progress re-
quires developing partnerships with local NGOs, sus-
taining greater coordination and communication be-
tween groups, and following up on projects.  There 
are many, many honest people there fighting for jus-
tice--but extended conflict and instability have laid a 
groundwork of corruption that is tough to crack.  The 
illegal “taxes” and bribes on minerals levied at gun-

point by militants, soldiers and government officials, 
for example, keep mining areas depressed economi-
cally.  That is the most infuriating thing, for me, in this 
beautiful, rich country: there are no consequences for 
those who break the law.  Good governance and 
partnership aren’t sexy, but are necessary pillars to 
move forward in DRC.   
 

     There is hope.  The people of DRC want justice, 
education, functional government; the basics of life 
that some of us take for granted. Young children 
would come up to me, clearly hungry, but ask for 
"stylo", a pen, instead of money or food.  We are 
working for a peaceful and prosperous DRC by advo-
cating for regulation of minerals and good govern-
ance, and I look forward to the day when this advoca-
cy is utterly unnecessary. 
 

     For more information please visit the “Promote 
Peace in the DR Congo” section at afjn.org. + 

USCMA Resolution 2011 Mission Conference: 
 

Be it resolved that the United States Catholic Mis-
sion Association (USCMA) joins the Africa Faith 
and Justice Network (AFJN) in its commitment to 
put an end to impunity in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and to promote justice in DRC and the 
Great Lakes Region in general by supporting the 
establishment of a specialized court as recom-
mended by the UN mapping exercise. 

 

The widespread impunity in the DRC and the lack 
of accountability for crimes detailed in the UN Map-
ping Exercise Report is appalling.  Seeking peace, 
stability and justice in DRC is not only in the best 
interest of every nation in the region, but also in line 
with American democratic values. 

 

Therefore, the United States Catholic Mission As-
sociation joins the Africa Faith and Justice Network 
in calling on the U.S. Congress and the Obama ad-
ministration to promote justice in DRC and the 
Great Lakes Region in general by supporting the 
establishment of a specialized court as recom-
mended by the UN mapping exercise 

 

Suggested Action: 
 

Schedule a visit, call, fax, or write a letter to your 
representative and ask that he or she makes justice 
for the victims of atrocities in the Congo a top priori-
ty of his or her foreign policy agenda.  



 

 

  

Are you staying current with events and news of mission?   
Aside from the quarterly Mission Update,  
USCMA also publishes an monthly online  

Mission E-Update. 

Mission E-Update  
is an online, monthly newsletter published by the United States 
Catholic Mission Association.  It aims to keep us updated on the 

who, what, when, and where of the mission world, and to 
strengthen our partnership in promoting mission and global 

solidarity. 
 

Sign up to receive Mission E-Update monthly!  
uscma@uscatholicmission.org 

 
Do you have your own story of mission or mission event that you 

would like to see in Mission E-Update?  
 

Share your story of mission with us know at 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org 
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Several new titles from Orbis books have been sent to the 
USCMA.  They are available for loan to all our members! Not 
a member? Sign up today at: www.uscatholicmission.org 

 
Called to Happiness: Where Faith and Psychology Meet by 
Sidney Callahan 

 

Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mis-
sion by David Bosch 

 

The Cross and the Lynching Tree by James H. Cone 

 
A Splash of Sunshine and Other Glimpses of Grace by Rob-
ert Morneau 

 

The Emerging Catholic Church: A Community’s Search for 
Itself by Tom Roberts 

 
The Challenge and Spirituality of Catholic Social Teaching 
by Marvin L. Krier Mich 

 

John Howard Yoder: Spiritual Writings by Paul Martens and 
Jenny Howell 

 

Hearts on File: The Story of the Maryknoll Sisters by Penny 
Lernoux 

 

Understanding World Christianity: The Vision and Work of 
Andrew F. Walls.  Edited by William R. Burrows, Mark R. 
Gornik and Janice A. McLean. 

 

Reading From the Edges: The Bible and People on the 
Move by Jean-Pierre Ruiz 

 

Walking With the Poor: Principles and Practices of Trans-
formational Development Revised and Expanded Edition 
by Bryant L. Myers 

 
Catholic Theological Ethics Past, Present and Future: The 
Trent Conference.  Edited by James F. Keenan. 

 
    

FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES: 
 

MARYKNOLL MISSION INSTITUTE 
 

Program Plan for 2012 
 

The Mission Institute will offer the following programs dur-
ing 2012.   Write for an application form. (Maryknoll Mis-
sion Institute, # 529, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0311, tel. 914-
941-7575 @ 5671 or e-mail us at 
missinst@mksisters.org). 
  

May 6-11 The Jesus of History -- The Christ for Our 
  Day: Exploring Our Faith in the Context of 
  Our Time  
 
May 20-25      The Pentecost Effect: Transformation in  
   Mission  
 
June 3-8 Women Mystics:  Drinking from the Well  
  of Women’s Spiritual Tradition  
   
June 10-15      Another World Is Possible: Imagination 
  and the Spirited Life   
                                 
June 17-22     Christian Mission in Contemporary Catholic  
  Theology: The Triune God, The Church, 
  The World 
 
June 24-29      The Parables of Jesus in Luke: A Middle  
  Eastern View   
 
July 8-13 The Face of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke: 
  Compassionate  Spirit-Filled Prophet  
 
July 22-27 Science and Theology: Religious  
  Implications  



 

 

Faces in Mission:Faces in Mission:Faces in Mission:   
   “The call of God is to listen with an open heart.” 
Columban Fr. Arturo Aguilar offers this insight when 
asked about the impact of mission in his life. Hear him 
and other missioners on the newest feature of the 
USCMA website Faces in Mission.   Every person 
has the chance  to live into their mission identity with a 
mission spirit.  Listen to what other missioners have to 
say about their own experience in mission.   
 

   Share your mission story with the USCMA by e-mail 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org 
 

Photo credit: St. Cloud Diocesan Mission Office 

 

CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO USCMA 
 

All donations are tax-deductible and will go to help 
USCMA fulfill its mandate to 

 
PROMOTE MISSION AND GLOBAL SOLIDARITY.   

 
Donate on line at www.uscatholicmission.org 

Just click on the Make a Gift  button. 
 

You can also send a  check or money order to: 
 

United States Catholic Mission Association 
Hecker Center for Ministry, Suite 100 

3025 Fourth Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20017-1107 

 

 

 

This  Bi-lingual Study 
Guide is a project of 
the United States 
Catholic Mission Asso-
ciation in collaboration 
with the Archdiocese 
of Chicago Office for 
Mission Education and 
animation, and the 
Missionary Society of 
St. Columban to help 

individuals, groups, parishes, and dioceses in their mission pro-
motion and education.  In using this study guide, it is hoped that 
mission becomes integral in our response to our baptismal prom-
ise.  Spanish translation is made by Fr. Ramon Caluza, President 
of Union Dominicana de Emisoras Catolicas and General Director 
of Radio Enriquillo, Dominican Republic. 

2nd Printing of Study Guide for Use with 

the Aparecida Document  

on Sale now at the USCMA!   

Only $10.00 + shipping & handling. 

DVD ORDERS OF 
Mission Conference 2011 

Now Avaialable! 

 

For $15.00 you will be able to watch  the Keynote Speakers 
and other main gatherings from Mission Conference 2011!   

 

Rev. Steve Bevans, SVD, PHD 
“Blessings and Challenges of Communion and  

Missionary Discipleship” 
 

Sr. Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF, DTh 
“Let down the nets for a catch…” 

 

Ambassador Miguel H. Diaz, PHD 
“Push Out into the Deep…” 

 

To order, please email the USCMA at 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org.   

 
Also available: Mission Congress 2010 DVD’s 

Featuring Addresses of: 
Rev. Gary Riebe Estrella, SVD 

Sr. Janice McLaughlin, MM 
Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga 

Dr. Kim Smolik and Rev. Clarence Williams, CPPS, PhD 
Ms. Teresita Gonzalez de la Maza and Mr. James Lindsey 

 

 

Be a Face in Mission at Be a Face in Mission at Be a Face in Mission at 
www.uscatholicmission.orgwww.uscatholicmission.orgwww.uscatholicmission.org   
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“In this work of evangelization the ecclesial 

community should be clearly marked by 

pastoral initiatives, expecially by sending 

missionaries, lay or religious, to homes on 

the outskirts of the cities and in the interior, 

to  enter into dialogue with everyone in a  

spirit of understanding, sensitivity and 

charity. 

Aparecida §551 

Easter 

Blessings 

and 

Prayers 

from the 

USCMA 

Staff & 

Board! 


