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We Pray:  
 

    That Christians in Europe may 
rediscover their true identity and 
participate with greater enthusi-
asm in the proclamation of the 
and participate with more enthu-
siasm in Gospel. 

 

~Pope Benedict XVI 
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Mission Conference 2012:  
Preparing for  

Interreligious Dialogue 
 

“Mission belongs to the very beginning of the church.  Pro-
claiming the word of God and witnessing to the world is 
essential for every Christian.  At the same time, it is neces-
sary to do so according to gospel principles, with full re-
spect and love for all human beings.”  (Preamble of Chris-
tian Witness in a Multi-Religious World) 
 

In a world where seemingly irreconcilable societies, cul-
tures and religions have become increasingly more inter-
connected, we are called, as Christians, to examine, reflect 
upon and embrace their vast spiritual diversity God contin-
ues to lavish on humanity. In an effort to understand more 
fully how this touches our lives in mission, we find our-
selves drawn into dialogue with them – a dialogue that is 
neither a debate nor an empty exchange of flattery. The 
Lineamenta for the Synod on New Evangelization challeng-
es us “to forge new paths.” How well this fits into the 
USCMA’s “30 years’ of passion for God’s mission – in forg-
ing new paths in mission and solidarity”.   
  

It is our pleasure to provide the first of five installments of a 
reflections tool to help prepare you for the USCMA 2012 
Mission Conference, Forging New Paths: Interreligious 
Dialogue. Over the next five months we will offer a series 

of questions posed by some of our 12 conference speakers and presenters.   These reflec-
tions will be made available to you, in monthly installments  through Mission E-Update, our 
monthly newsletter, email, and available on our website and facebook.  It is our hope that your 
prayer and concern will bring you to a deeper encounter with God, who created us all. When 
we open our hearts, minds and souls to cultivate an authentic relationship with other religions, 
we discover new dimensions of the Spirit, are often brought face to face with an unexpected 
holiness, uncover new alternatives to violence and discord, and are renewed in our own faith. 
 

Please consider passing on to us some of your personal and/or group reflections. We would 
be pleased to make them a part of the 2012 Mission Conference.  You may submit your  
reflections to uscma@uscatholicmission.org. 
 

http://www.uscma-dc.blogspot.com/
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Methodology:Methodology:Methodology:   
 

Using a basic adaptation of Appreciative Inquiry, follow the steps 
of DISCOVERY, DREAMING, DISCERNMENT, DISCOVERY, DREAMING, DISCERNMENT, DISCOVERY, DREAMING, DISCERNMENT, and  
DECISIONDECISIONDECISION in helping you and your community determine your 
mission praxis for engaging in Interreligious Dialogue  (IRD).   
 

 What are your experiences of IRD? 
 

 Do you think that Jews, Christians and Muslims worship the same 
God?¹ 

 

 The document, Dialogue and Proclamation, quotes John Paul II 
when, in a talk to the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, 
he said, “Just as interreligious dialogue is one element in the mis-
sion of the Church, the proclamation of God’s saving work in Our 
Lord Jesus Christ is another…There can be no question of choos-
ing one and ignoring or rejecting the other.”  What implications 
does this have for your mission praxis? ² 

  
 

Reflection Activity: Reflection Activity: Reflection Activity:    
 

Take a few minutes to prayerfully consider the icon The Holy Trinity.  
What does this icon say about your understanding of IRD?  Does the 
icon challenge you to understand and welcome brothers and sisters 
from different faith perspectives?   Who are the three guests’ repre-
sentatives of to you? 
 

1.Question posed by Amir Hussain, PhD; Department of Theological Studies, Loyola Marymount 
University (Panelist for Mission Conference 2012) 
2.Question Posed by Sr. Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF, DTh; Director, Office for Mission Education and Animation (Dialogue Session Presenter) 

 

Holy Trinity Icon (Rublev)  accessed on 5/31/2012 
http:www.episcopalbookstore.comproduct.aspxproductid=6636&gclid=CILQpdWaq7ACFQY
TNAodQkAkTg 

Area Catholic groups met for a Summer Intern BBQ and orientation program hosted 
by the USCMA at Fr. Jack’s house.   Participating organizations: AFJN, Columban 
Center for Advocacy and Outreach, FAN, Maryknoll Office of Global Concerns, Net-
work, USCMA, and USCCB. 
Photo courtesy of CCAO. 



 

 

From the   
Executive Director  
FR. JACK NUELLE, M.S. 

THIN PLACES: IS INTER-RELIGIOUS DIOLOGUE FOR ME? 
 

I was privileged, a few weeks ago, to be part of the annual World Care 
Benefit and Celebration organized by Franciscan Mission Service (FMS) 
in Washington, DC. In her opening address Dr. Kim Smolik, executive 
director of FMS, spoke of “thin places”. Quoting from recent article by 
Eric Weiner, a writer for the New York Times,1 Dr. Smolik described thin 
places as "locales where the distance between heaven and earth col-
lapses and we’re able to catch glimpses of the divine, or the transcend-
ent."  Although I was vaguely acquainted with the concept of thin places, 
this was the first time I felt intrigued by it and inclined to delve more 
deeply into its meaning. Why? Perhaps because of the preparations I 
had been doing to get ready for this year’s annual USCMA Mission Con-
ference entitled Forging New Paths: Interreligious Dialogue.2 I some-
how felt that the concept of thin places could help me and other mission-
ers forge a new path toward this year’s conference as we strove together 
to encounter God in interreligious dialogue. 

 

“Thin places” is a metaphor whose origin can be traced to ancient Celtic 
Christian spirituality. In his article “What are thin places? How should we 
think about them in the light of Scripture” theologian Dr. Mark Roberts 
writes: 
A thin place, in this tradition, is a    physical place where human beings 

experience God more directly. The metaphor assumes a worldview in 
which heaven and earth are, in general, separated by a considerable 
distance. But some places on earth seem to be thin in the sense that the 
separation between heaven and earth is narrowed. Thus, people sense 
God’s presence more readily in so-called thin places.3 

 

Our conference will be looking directly at the three Abrahamic religions 
– Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Tracing their common roots to Abra-
ham, these three religions essentially share one major aspect which dis-
tinguishes them from many other major religions – their belief in a per-
sonal, monotheistic God. While all religions reflect a desire to enter into 
relationship with a Divine or Absolute Being, the fundamental concept of 
“Who or What that Being is” takes center stage. In his book Interreligious 
Prayer, Fr. Thomas Ryan, CSP notes the following.  
Are we all praying to one and the same God even if our images and 
understandings of God are different? Doesn’t the distinction between an 
image of God as a person and an impersonal mysticism of identity af-
fect the essentials, even if all concepts and images fall short of the inef-
fable reality of the absolute? 
   These questions illustrate the complexity between coming together in 
prayer with monotheists who have a personal concept of God and with 
religionists whose concept is either impersonal or nontheistic.4  

        → 

From the Board President 

TERESITA GONZALEZ DELA MAZA 
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Greetings! We are very excited and thankful for the 
enormous amount of  work of our hosts in L.A. are do-
ing for the upcoming USCMA Mission Conference!  It is 
sure to be a wonderful opportunity for Forging New 
Paths!  I have been forging some new paths recently 
too.  I want to thank you for your prayers on the occa-
sion of my recent trip to Cuba for the visit of the Holy 
Father in March.  Though I am Cuban, this was my first 
time to be in Cuba and I was surprised to feel so at 
home culturally and spiritually.   Thousands attended 
the Eucharistic Celebrations with the Holy Father, and 
we united in the spirit of the same slogan that appeared 
everywhere “La Caridad Nos Une” (Charity Unites Us). 
 

After the visit of the Holy Father, three of us missioners 
continued on to a neighboring diocese and visited doz-
ens of “casas misioneras” where we learned about the 
missionary challenges after 50 years of repression and 
atheism.  People everywhere were very welcoming.  
Upon departing one mission house, an elderly woman 
grabbed my hand and said,  “Remember,  wherever we 
are, we are one people (“we” meaning Cubans in Cuba 
and in the diasporas)  .....truly  “La caridad nos une.”  
That’s what Cuba was like, at every turn.   
 

 In our upcoming 2012 Mission Conference, we will en-
gage in a dialogue about dialogue; to share in the wit-
ness of the women and men who have sacrificed much 
to engage in interreligious dialogue.    We all have 
questions we should be asking ourselves  such as, 
“What are the barriers, even unconsciously, or structur-
ally, that make it difficult to achieve understanding?  
What do I fear the most in reaching out across bounda-
ries?”  Please use the Reflection Tool prepared by the 
USCMA to help unravel some of these questions and 
themes.   There are many cross roads in life:  faith, fam-
ily, age, gender, culture, theological perspective, geo-
graphical borders, prison bars; in each there lies an 
oppor tun i ty 
for solidarity.  
I look forward 
to being with 
you from Oc-
tober 26- 28, 
2012 to cele-
brate the wis-
dom alive in 
our unity. See 
you there!             

The Sanctuary of Our Lady of Charity in Santiago de Cuba.  Photo courtesy of  Ana Rodriguez-Soto . 
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I have often been asked, “Of all the places you have visited in 
the world, which is your favorite?” How does one qualify 
“favorite”? A variety of criteria could tip the scale at any given 
time. Was I impressed by the harmonious blending of urban 
architecture? Did the beauty of nature overwhelm me? Did cul-
tural refinements appeal to me? Was my palate seduced by 
culinary delights? How much did the knowledge of a local lan-
guage weigh favorably in the balance? As a Catholic and a reli-
gious, underlying all the above criteria was a sense of whether 
or not I somehow encountered God there. From now on, I’ll 
most likely bring to the forefront the question, “Which was a thin 
place for me?”    
 

Regardless of the cosmological views we ascribe to, we often 
speak of “the other world” or “other worlds”, which could be su-
per or sub strata separated by a considerable distance or even 
an impenetrable continuum. They are conceptualized as “holy” 
places, in the true etymological sense of the word, meaning 
“separate” and “different”. The concept of thin places is meta-
phorical. While strictly referring to a geographical location, they 
can easily reference a memory, an occasion, a time, a person. 
Thin places, by their nature, take us out of our ordinary environ-
ment and have the capacity to transform us through our en-
counter with “the Divine”. They can envelop us in a kiros mo-
ment; bring us to a metanoia experience. For this reason, while 
associated geographically with physical localities, thin places 
bring us to that higher realm where the presence, power and 
intimacy of God’s Spirit are fathomed. I believe that Bethlehem 
was one of the thin places for Jesus, as were equally the desert 
places where he prayed, Mt. Tabor, the upper room, Calvary 
and the tomb from which he rose with renewed life for humani-
ty. More than a place, engraved in Mary’s soul as a thin place 
was the occasion when God’s messenger brought her the news 
that in her the Word would become flesh. 
 

We have all sensed God’s presence more readily in so-called 
thin places – sometimes not even fully aware of their full impact 
until later. Little did I know it at that moment, but one of my thin 
places was a half-painted classroom. I was one of a group of 
young boys helping our assistant pastor to paint it. Over the 
weekend he was accidentally killed in a plane crash. When we 
returned later, without him, to finish the paint job I remember 
saying that someone would have to replace him as a priest, and 
I was ready to do it. That partially painted room remains a thin 
place in my life where the distance between heaven and earth 
was narrowed. It might seem more “divine” to think of thin plac-
es as locales where peace, rest, music, prayer and reflection 
take center stage. That early thin place in my life was filled with 
chatter, paint cans and brushes and paint-stained overalls. Yet 
among them all, God’s Spirit was present. 
 

Remembering that the concept of “thin places” is a metaphor 
which, while strictly referring to a geographical location, can 
easily reference a memory, an occasion, a moment in time, a 
person, I turn once again to the USCMA 2012 Conference in 
Los Angeles. Accepting the challenge to forge new paths 
through interreligious dialogue could lead us to thin places as 
we prepare for it. We all know so well that a divine encounter 
does not occur by pressing an “on demand” button, for indeed 
the Divine Person we encounter – and whom we may know, 
honor and love as Yahweh, God or Allah – is the Spirit of whom 
Jesus spoke to Nicodemus.5  We can, however, take steps cer-
tain steps which will enhance the probabilities of experiencing a 
thin place in LA. 
 

Openness of mind and spirit, as well as discernment, is an es-
sential prerequisite. It would be so easy to allow prejudicial clut-
ter, fear and incertitude to be stumbling blocks leading one to 
say, “Interreligious Dialogue is not for me!” To help achieve 
openness in the discernment process, we will be offering a Re-
flective Tool which can be found on the USCMA website – 
uscatholicmission.org – for the next 5 months.  It contains a 
series of question, references to documents and videos pre-
sented by our conference speakers from the three Abrahamic 
religions. It is our hope that your reflective prayer and discern-
ment will bring you to a thin place, a deeper encounter with the 
God who created us all. When we open our hearts, minds and 
souls to cultivate an authentic relationship with other religions, 
we discover new dimensions of the Spirit, are often brought 
face to face with an unexpected holiness, uncover new alterna-
tives to violence and discord, and are renewed in our own 
faith.++ 
 
ENDNOTES: 
1. The New York Times, Travel section, dated March 9, 2012 
 
2. Lineamenta document,  # 5 
 
3. www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/series/thin-places 
 
4. Interreligious Prayer, A Christian Guide, Paulist Press,2008, p.13 
 
5. John 3:8  “The wind [Spirit] blows where it wills, and you can hear the sound it 

makes, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.” 
 

 

USCMA STAFF: 
Fr. Jack Nuelle, MS  Executive Director 
Ms. Genevieve Mougey  Associate Director 
Mr. Stephen Scott  Associate Director of Operations 
Sr. Anne Louise Von Hoene, MMS Accountant 
Ms. Amanda Ceraldi  Intern 
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 Mission Conference 2012 

 

“Religious pluralism has become a fact of life. It has become a necessity to openly and forthrightly deal with 
other religions because you can no longer truly understand your own faith without seeing how it interacts with 
other traditions. This seems to be a special grace in ‘the signs of the times’.”           ~Fr. Ted G. Keating, SM 

REGISTRATION: 

(includes meeting materials, refreshments, and most meals) 
 

♦ USCMA Member Registration  $299 ($315 after September 23) 
♦ Non Member Registration         $315 ($375 after September 23) 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

 Call USCMA at 202-832-3112 or  
 e-mail us at uscma@uscatholicmission.org  
 

Register online at www.uscatholicmission.org 

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS: Please Contact Hotel Directly 

The 2012 USCMA Annual Mission Conference will be held at the Westin 
Los Angeles Airport.  Special Room Rates for Attendees: $95.00 (plus 
tax) until October 4, 2012.   
 
To reserve your room, please call 1-800-228-9290 or 1-310-216-5858.  
Ask for the special Rate for the 2012 US Catholic Mission Association 
Annual Mission Conference. 
 
To Book Hotel Room online, follow the link on our website: 

www.uscatholicmission.org 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 
 

His Eminence Theodore Cardinal McCarrick, Archbishop Emeritus, Archdiocese  

of Washington: ”Transforming Dialogue” 
 

Dr. Scott Alexander, Ph. D., Director of the Catholic-Muslim Studies, Catholic  

Theological Union: Listening to the Heart of God: The Mission of  Interreligious  

Dialogue for “Renewed Solidarity”  
 

FACILITATORS: Sr. Judy Gomila, MSC & Rev. Arturo Aguilar,  SSC 
 

PANELISTS: The Abrahamic Faiths 

Rabbi Hillel Cohn ¤ Dr. Amir Hussain ¤ Rev. Thomas Ryan, CSP  
 

PANELISTS: Missioners Dialoging with  Judaism, Islam and Other Faiths  

Sr. MaryEllen Coombe, NDS ¤ Sr. Maria Hornung MMS ¤ Dr. Carmen Nanko-

Fernandez 

Dialogue Sessions & Workshops: 
 

Interreligious Prayer: Finding the Way Forward with Rev. Thomas Ryan, CSP 
“ How might we be able to pray together ?”  A look at the different forms interreli-
gious prayer can take and the various theological and practical considerations in-
volved. 
 

        Retrieving Convivencia: Living Religious Pluralism Latinamente  
with Dr. Carmen Nanko-Fernández: Latin@ theologies have much to offer ongoing 
reflections on relationships across ecumenical and interreligious communities and 
within intercultural spaces. 
  

   The Interfaith Practice of Jesus with Rev. Thomas P. Bonacci, CP 
Dialogue as the justice of how we speak to and about others of different faiths as 
seen in the work and life of Jesus. 
 

Interreligious Dialogue: A Sustainable Pathway to Peace with Mr. Merwyn and 
Mrs. Kirstin De Mello: A Lay Missionary perspective about peace building as expe-
rienced in Japan, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe. 
 

Practical Tools for Interreligious Dialogue with Sr. Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF 
Attitudes and understanding help us correctly contextualize where we can engage         
openly and respectfully in interreligious dialogue.   
 

St. Francis of Assisi’s Encounter with the Sultan: Insights for Today? with Bro. John Kiesler,ofm 
How might an incident from nearly 800 years ago offer insights into interreligious dialogue for our present age? 
 

Annual Mission Conference 
Los Angeles, CA 

October 26– 28, 2012 
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     Your Excellency, Archbishop Wenski. Priests, sis-

ters, colleagues, and friends.  Before I begin my talk, I 

want to thank Fr. Michael Montoya and the board of 

directors of the United States Catholic Mission Asso-

ciation for this invitation to address you on your 

30th Anniversary.  I am delighted to be here with you 

in Miami as you mark this important milestone. On 

behalf of President Obama I commend you for the 

many ways in which you have served the human fam-

ily.  Our country is much indebted to each of you for 

your sacrifices and selfless acts of love. 

 

     I come to you today as the ninth U.S. Ambassador 

to the Holy See, as a child of Miami, and as a former 

colleague within the academy of US Catholic theolo-

gians.  It is most fitting that I speak to you from the 

Doral Country Club, a place where my Cuban-exiled 

father earned a living after immigrating to the United 

States.  This hotel offered my father a job as a waiter.  

In turn, this job enabled my dad to support our fami-

ly, to put food on the table, and provide basic health 

care to us.  Undoubtedly, this beautiful resort evokes 

the memory of many familial sacrifices that helped 

an ordinary Cuban-American like me rise to become 

President Obama’s representative at one of our three 

U.S. missions in the eternal city of Rome. 

 

     As a Cuban-American, I have lived my life “on-the-

hyphen” of social and cultural experiences, moving 

from one language to another, from one cultural ex-

perience to another, and from one place to another.  

The experience of exile, which has been so much a 

part of my life, has been both painful and grace-

filled.  I have learned from this experience that de-

spite the discomfort and social adjustment that dis-

placement often causes, the push into the deep al-

ways offers an opportunity for encountering new 

persons and learning from them and the contexts 

that have shaped their lives. 

 

     Among the many definitions associated with the 

term “ambassador” is that “of a person sent on a 

mission to represent another.”  The diplomatic prac-

tice of sending and exchanging envoys is well attest-

ed in various ancient documents.1  Ambassadors 

faced the challenging task of representing their sov-

ereigns’ interests, defending policies, managing 

trade, coordinating the military, and arranging trea-

ties.  They were sometimes responsible for reconcil-

ing differences among communities and states and 

occasionally even exercised plenipotentiary powers 

among political entities with equal powers and influ-

ence.2   

 

     The ancient practice of diplomacy also reveals to 

us that religion was so central in carrying out diplo-

matic relations that diplomacy for our ancestors has 

been appropriately characterized as “faith-based di-

plomacy.”3  In their comprehensive study of the his-

tory of diplomatic activity entitled, The Practice of 

Pushing into the Deep,  
Casting a Wide Net: 

Missionary Activity, Diplomacy,  
and the Common Good  

 

 
Dr. Miguel H. Diaz 
U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See 
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Diplomacy: Its Evolution, Theory and Administration 

Keith Hamilton and Richard Langhorne note that in 

ancient times “politics was oriented towards the su-

pernatural and the transcendent was believed to be 

active in human affairs.”4 

 

     Given the relation between faith and diplomacy in 

ancient times, it should not surprise us that the early 

Christian community used ambassadorial terms to 

describe its missionary mandate to invite reconcilia-

tion with God and neighbor.  In Paul’s first letter to 

the Corinthians we read: “Now then we are ambassa-

dors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 

through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God” (1 Cor. 5:20). 

 

     In what follows, I will offer some reflections on 

the nature of and relationship between faith-based 

missions and diplomatic missions.  First, I will ex-

plore the nature of missionary activity and highlight 

some similarities between faith-based and diplomatic 

outreach.   Second, I will argue that finding common 

ground among diplomatic and faith-based missions 

is of paramount importance today if we are to ad-

vance the common good.  Third, I will conclude with 

some reflections around the challenges and opportu-

nities faced by diplomatic and faith-based missions 

in this age of globalization.    

 

Diplomacy as Missionary Activity  

 

     In their groundbreaking work on Christian mis-

sion, Stephen Bevans and Roger Schroeder argue that 

“to be church is to be in mission,” and “to be in mis-

sion is to be responsible to the demands of the gos-

pel in particular contexts.”5  In a similar way, to be a 

diplomatic corps is to be in mission and to be en-

gaged in this kind of mission also involves the re-

sponsibility of listening to, receiving, and critically 

understanding the particular contexts wherein diplo-

matic activity takes place. Bevans’ and Schroeder’s 

emphasis on the need for Christian mission to be 

radically contextual offers sound advice for any in-

volved in the art of diplomacy.6  In other words, faith

-based and governmental bodies share the common 

task of understanding the socio-economic, political, 

and religious landscapes that frame their missionary 

activities. 

 

     The first thing that comes to mind related to the 

nature of missionary activity is the relationship be-

tween the sender and the one sent. Focusing on this 

relationship inevitably raises differences associated 

with the religious and socio-political character of this 

relationship, depending on whether we speak of reli-

gious or governmental missions respectively.  The 

relationship between sender and sent in faith-based 

organizations generally depends upon the particular 

charisms derived from particular Christian religious 

communities and their founders (e.g., Franciscan, 

Jesuit, Dominican, etc.).  Thus, in the case of Francis-

cans, for instance, Franciscan missionaries embody 

the Franciscan spirit of peace-building and inter-

religious ethos of St. Francis of Assisi.   

 

     In a more general sense, theologians have also ar-

gued that the relationship between sender and sent 

is ultimately about understanding the human re-

sponse to embrace a God-given mission.  Here, the 

contribution of Hans Urs von Balthasar comes to 

mind and his affirmation that the person is essential-

ly a theocentric creature who is defined by mission.  

To be human in this theological sense is to “struggle 

to become, to grow into, the person one already is in 

God’s sight.”7   

 

     Examining the relationship of sender to the one 

sent from a diplomatic point of view raises all kinds 

of socio-political, military, economic and cultural 

perspectives that would normally not come to mind 

immediately when we think of faith-based missions.  

The one sent, such as an ambassador, represents at 

all times the views of the one who sends.  He or she 

embodies and mediates relationship in a way that 
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serves the interests of his or her sovereign and state.  

Notwithstanding these differences, I think it is 

worthwhile to consider that no faith-based mission-

ary ever carries out his or her mission in a vacuum, 

devoid of any socio-political interests.  Conversely, as 

history demonstrates, faith has been and continues 

to be an intrinsic part of past and present diplomatic 

efforts. 

 

     Examining the relationship between the one sent 

and that to which he or she is sent offers the great-

est possibility of building a bridge between faith-

based and diplomatic missions.  Diplomatic mission-

ary activity has much in common with faith-based 

missionary efforts that seek to better understanding 

of and solidarity with another’s worldview.  An ob-

servation often made by Italians since my arrival in 

Rome suggests how the encounter with others and 

their particular otherness is essential for the success 

of these efforts:  “ma questo non è possibile, l’am-

basciatore americano parla italiano.”   This comment 

speaks volumes with respect to the ways we diplo-

mats can welcome and be welcomed by others and 

their otherness. 

 

     In any kind of missionary activity we know that 

creating spaces that enable persons to give to and 

receive from others and their particular human con-

texts is an essential component of encountering hu-

man differences. Thangaraj, an Indian missiologist 

puts it best when he invites us to look at mission as 

a missio humanitas, a movement of responsibility, 

solidarity, and mutuality.8  Religious missions have 

their faith-based motivated objectives and diplomatic 

missions have socio-political ones.  More than ever, 

however, as a result of a world increasingly charac-

terized by fear of others and their otherness, mis-

sionaries and diplomats need to work harder inde-

pendently and together to understand the increasing-

ly pluralistic societies that surround us, to bridge dif-

ferences, and foster human solidarity for the sake of 

the common good.   

 

 

Turning Missionary Theory into Concrete Partner-

ships to Advance the Common Good 

     

      As the world becomes more religious, and as reli-

gion alters relations in the traditional nation-state 

system, governments throughout the world, includ-

ing our own, are taking a second look at the value of 

faith-based diplomacy and faith based-partnerships.9  

Over the last couple of years, several of us at the De-

partment of State have been involved in an effort to 

deepen our governments’ understanding of and en-

gagement with religious leaders and humanitarian 

organizations.  In so doing, our conversations at the 

State Department have raised anew the ancient ques-

tion: Why does Athens need Jerusalem, and why does 

Jerusalem need Athens to pursue the common good? 

 

     Recognizing the constructive role that religion 

can play in contemporary societies Secretary Clinton 

recently launched an historic and unprecedented ef-

fort at the U.S. Department of State to establish a Re-

ligion and Foreign Policy Working Group.  This Work-

ing Group, which is part of the Secretary’s strategic 

dialogue with civil society, has begun a critical dia-

logue with religious leaders and faith-based humani-

tarian organizations in order to implement a mecha-

nism that can precipitate fruitful partnerships on be-

half of the common good.   

 

     As members of the United States Catholic Mission 

Association you believe that action on behalf of jus-

tice and participation in the transformation of the 

world, including preventing and mitigating conflict, 

building peace, defending basic human rights and 

freedoms, welcoming immigrants and strangers, inte-

grating human differences, fighting human traffick-

ing, protecting the integrity of creation, and promot-

ing authentic development and humanitarian assis-

tance are all constitutive dimensions “of the preach-

ing of the Gospel and the Church’s mission for the 
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redemption of the human race and its liberation 

from every oppressive situation.”   

     As Christian missionaries, you judge the love that 

you show for God in the concrete expressions of love 

that you practice toward your neighbor.  Simply put 

you believe in amor en acción, love in action!  Presi-

dent Obama has eloquently spoken of this golden 

rule and its ability to draw various communities of 

faith in pursuit of the common good. Speaking at the 

National Prayer Breakfast a couple years ago he said, 

We know too that whatever our differences, there is 

one law that binds all great religions together. Jesus 

told us to "love thy neighbor as thyself." The Torah 

commands, "That which is hateful to you, do not do 

to your fellow." In Islam, there is a hadith that reads 

"None of you truly believes until he wishes for his 

brother what he wishes for himself." And the same is 

true for Buddhists and Hindus; for followers of Con-

fucius and for humanists. It is, of course, the Golden 

Rule – the call to love one another; to understand 

one another; to treat with dignity and respect those 

with whom we share a brief moment on this Earth. 

 

     Rooted in this universal love of neighbor, your 

particular religious charisms can be turned into con-

crete missionary partnerships to advance the com-

mon good.  Imagine the work that diplomats and 

Franciscan missionaries could do together to contrib-

ute to a world torn by violence, religious conflicts, 

and global warming?  Imagine what diplomats could 

do with Benedictines in contexts that lack socio-

cultural stability, authentic community, and hospital-

ity? Imagine what diplomats, Jesuits and Dominicans 

could do together in urban places to address the 

great social and educational challenges of our time? 

Imagine if we could multiply our efforts with lay 

Maryknoll missionaries to promote justice and peace 

in corners of the world our government cannot 

reach?  

 

     In Secretary Clinton’s words, we need to build “a 

new global architecture that could help nations come 

together as partners to solve shared problems.” The 

potential for civic and religious engagement around 

the world to advance common interests is unprece-

dented. Non-state actors, such as missionary reli-

gious communities, can bring considerable human 

resources to bear on collective challenges. Religious 

communities can often mobilize populations within 

and across states to promote growth, and fundamen-

tal human values. Civil society, universities, and faith

-based organizations can often act in areas or in a 

manner that a government simply cannot: as neutrals 

or aid providers in conflict zones; as thought-leaders; 

and as intermediaries between states or between 

states and peoples. They are indispensable partners, 

force multipliers, and agents of positive change.   

 

     The work we do at the U.S. mission to the Holy 

See exemplifies this kind of partnerships between 

non-state and state organizations for the sake of ad-

vancing the common good.  We work to translate 

common words into actions.  We have found that 

communities of faith can come together to address 

issues that affect the human family. We have wit-

nessed as Mirolslov Volf underscores that 

“commitment to the properly understood love of 

God and neighbor makes deeply religious persons, 

precisely because they are deeply religious, into dedi-

cated social pluralists.”10  

 

     Our mission has partnered with women religious, 

civic, and corporate leaders in the fight against hu-

man trafficking.  We have also partnered with diverse 

faith communities to build bridges by sharing suc-

cess stories and strategies that could effectively ad-

dress the challenges of our time: climate change, the 

world economic crisis, and human conflicts.  Our 

conferences and tabletop diplomatic efforts have be-

come occasions to underscore the notion that dia-

logue and collaboration, especially interfaith dia-

logue and interfaith collaboration are the only op-

tions in today’s “globalized and polycentric world.”11 

 



 

 

 

PERIODIC PAPER : SUMMER  2012 

5 ♦ UNITED STATES CATHOLIC MISSION ASSOCIATION   

 

Conclusion:  

 

Diplomatic and Missionary Activity and the Chal-

lenge of a Globalized World 

 

     In its decree on the Church’s missionary activity 

(Ad Gentes), the Second Vatican Council invites Cath-

olics to engage and receive “whatever goodness is 

found in the minds and hearts of human persons, or 

in the particular customs and cultures of peo-

ples” (Ad Gentes, 9). The Council casts the mission-

ary activity of the Church within the objective of glo-

rifying God and offering human beings life in an inte-

gral sense of the term.  The Council Fathers argue 

that Christians “ought to interest themselves, and 

collaborate with others, in the right ordering of so-

cial and economic affairs” (Ad Gentes, 12).  Many of 

us who are Catholics have taken very seriously the 

Council’s call to become aware of “the aspirations, 

the yearnings, and the often dramatic features of the 

world in which we live” (Gaudium et Spes, 4).   Ser-

vice to our country and the work we do to promote 

the common good of all members of our human fam-

ily has been deeply shaped by this call to read and 

respond to the signs of the time. 

 

     Among the dramatic features of the world in 

which we live is the phenomenon of globalization.  In 

his inaugural address to the Fifth General Council of 

Aparecida, Pope Benedict XVI acknowledges both 

positive and negative aspects of this phenomenon.  

On the positive side the Pope points to how globali-

zation has created new networks and expanded ex-

isting human relationships to the benefit of the unity 

of the human family.  The information age has facili-

tated a new era of connectivity that has reshaped the 

geopolitical and geoeconomic landscape.  On the 

negative side, the Pope cautions against social and 

economic forces of homogenization and monopoliza-

tion.   

 

     The paradox of globalization is that it can bring 

us together or drive us further apart.  Globalization 

has created a tension between the need for unity and 

the need for human diversity. In so doing globaliza-

tion prompts us to revisit one of the most ancient 

questions in Western civilization:  How do we recon-

cile the one with the many?  The challenge of a glob-

alized world is to resist an inappropriate construc-

tion of unity (sameness) at the expense of diversity 

or to overemphasize human particularity to the det-

riment of human interconnectedness (isolationism).  

The world “is increasingly “one” and increasingly 

“catholic” (i.e., “globalized and diverse”).12  This un-

derstanding of the world, which echoes our great 

foundational principle, e pluribus unum, also offers 

a signpost to adopt the kind of partnerships neces-

sary to advance the common good.  Out of our many 

missions, we can come together to address the com-

mon challenges that we face as one nation and as 

one human family.  More than ever before, we need 

to understand that unity does not mean sameness.  

The great diplomatic and missionary challenge of our 

times lies in persuading minds and hearts that catho-

licity, that is, human diversity, is constitutive of au-

thentic unity, and not consequent upon it.13   

 

     There is a story that I often heard growing up that 

concerns the unspeakable consequences of what hap-

pens when in the name of religion, a sovereign or 

both missionary activity fails to welcome human oth-

ers and their distinct otherness.  It is a story of Hat-

uey, a Taíno chieftain who witnessed firsthand the 

atrocities of the conquest.  It seems likely that he 

was originally from the island of Quisqueya (present 

day Dominican Republic).  He had fled to Cuba with a 

number of other Amerindians in the aftermath of the 

violence Spanish conquistadores had brought to his 

homeland.  In speaking of the tragic missionary en-

counter, this chieftain speaks of the God worshiped 

by the conquistadores, the God of gold and precious 

jewels. 

 

      Tragically, after suffering from displacement and 

exile, he was captured and fatally injured in 1512 by 
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Diego Velázquez.  Just before he died he was asked 

by one of the Franciscan missionaries if he wished to 

be baptized so that he would partake of the kingdom 

of heaven.  Hatuey is said to have responded: “Are 

there people like you in heaven?” “Yes” answered the 

Franciscan missionary. “There are many like us in 

heaven.”  Hatuey then said: “then, I do not want to go 

to heaven.”  There you have it friends, wisdom from 

the mouth of one of our ancestors.  Let us translate 

such wisdom into action and create new faith-based 

and governmental partnerships capable of safeguard-

ing, respecting, and constructively engaging distinct 

human identities.  If we do so, our collaborative ef-

forts to push into the deep will surely advance the 

common good.  

 

Thank you once again for this invitation to address 

you. 
 

May God bless your missionary efforts on behalf of 

the common good. 
 

May God bless the city of Miami. 
 

And may God bless the United States of America. 

 

Endnotes: 

1. Keith Hamilton and Richard Langhorne, The Practice of     

 Diplomacy: Its Evolution, Theory and Administra

 tion (New York: Routledge, 2010), 39-40. 

2.  Hamilton and Langhorne, The Practice of Diplomacy, 26. 

3. Brian Cox and Daniel Philpott, “Faith-Based Diplomacy:      

 An Ancient Idea Newly Emergent,” The Brandywine 

 Review of Faith and International Affairs (Fall 

 2003), 31-40. 

4.  Hamilton and Langhorne, The Practice of Diplomacy, 20

 -65.  

5.  Stephen B. Bevans and Roger P. Schroeder, Constants in   

 Context: A Theology of Mission for Today 

 (Maryknoll: Orbis Books: 2004), 31. 

6. Ibid. 

7. See Karen Kiley, “Hans Urs von Balthasar on the Trinity,” 

 in The Cambridge Companion to the Trinity (New 

 York: Cambridge University Press, 2011), 209. 

8.  Bevans and Schroeder, Constants in Context, 293. 

9.  Scott M. Thomas, “A Globalized God: Religion’s Growing 

 Influence on International Politics,” Foreign Affairs

 (November/December 2003):  

10.   Miroslav Volf, Ghazi bin Muhammad, and Melissa Yar
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 on Loving God and Neighbor (William B. Eerdmans 

 Publishing Company, 2010), 24. 

11.   See Bevans and Schroeder, Constants in Context, 378. 

12.  Cited in Miguel H. Díaz, “A Trinitarian Approach to the 

 Community-Building Process of Tradition,” in Or

 lando O. Espín and Gary Macy, eds. Futuring Our 

 Past: Explorations in the Theology of Tradition 

 (Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 2006), 174. 

13. See John Zizioulas, Communion & Otherness (New 

 York: T & T Clark, 2006), 5.                      ++ 
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      On January 1, 1863 President Abraham Lincoln issued 
an executive order The Emancipation Proclamation freeing all 
slaves. Almost 150 years after the Emancipation Proclamation 
human trafficking is still happening throughout the world and af-
fects every country, including the United States. Human trafficking 
is a modern-day form of slavery.  It is defined as the recruitment, 
harboring, transportation, providing, or obtaining, by any means, 
of a person for forced labor, slavery or servitude in any industry or 
site.  It includes sex trafficking, in which a commercial sex act is 
induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or when the person induced 
to perform a commercial sex act is not yet 18 years of age. There 
are a lot of estimates as to how many people are affected by traf-
ficking in the US.  The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency estimates 
that 50,000 people are trafficked into or transited through the 
U.S.A. annually as sex slaves, domestics, garment, and agricul-
tural slaves.  
 

     The International Labor Organization estimates worldwide that 
there are  millions upon millions of exploited children between the 
ages 5 and 17 involved in debt bondage, forced recruitment for 
armed conflict, prostitution, pornography, the illegal drug trade, 
the illegal arms trade, and other illicit activities around the world. 
According to Anti-Slavery International, there are currently over 20 
million people in bondage. According to reports, in Southeast Asia 
alone, in the past ten years an estimated 30 million women and 
children have been trafficked.  
 

     Human Trafficking is a lucrative industry. It has been identified 
as the fastest growing international criminal industry, second only 
to drug trafficking as the most profitable illegal industry in the 
world. It is also the fastest growing.  Traffickers generate billions 
of dollars in profits every year while victimizing millions of people 
around the globe.   Human trafficking takes on many forms. It is 
often divided into two types – forced labor and sexual exploitation, 
or coercing a person to perform sexual services for the trafficker’s 
profit or pleasure. Forced labor, according to the International La-
bor Organization, is “all work or service which is exacted from any 
person under the menace of any penalty and for which the person 
has not offered themselves voluntarily.” People who are trafficked 
have been coerced into leaving their homes or deceived about the 

nature and conditions of their employment. Victims of trafficking 
can be found in commercial sex situations, domestic situations 
(nannies or servants), sweatshop factories, construction, farming 
and landscaping, fisheries, hotel and tourist industries, panhan-
dling, janitorial services, restaurant services, and in many other 
circumstances including forced marriages, illegal adoptions and 
the removal and selling of organs or other body parts.  
 

     Traffickers lure victims into the United States with deceptive 
promises of good jobs and better lives, and then force them to 
work under brutal and inhuman conditions, and deprive them of 
their freedom. Once in this country, many suffer extreme physical 
and mental abuse, including rape, sexual exploitation, torture, 
beatings, starvation, death threats and threats to family members. 
Poverty and inequality are important factors in making people 
more vulnerable to being trafficked.  As a criminal industry driven 
by large profits and the low risk of prosecution, trafficking will con-
tinue to exist as long as the demand is high and the risks are low. 
 

     In his paper “FRANCISCANS AS CONSUMERS: Ethical Re-
sponsibilities,” Franciscan Friar Father David Couturier, talks 
about the connection between consumerism and human traffick-
ing. While his paper addresses Franciscans, it is applicable for all 
people of faith. He states: “One may have assumed to this point 
that consumerism was simply a minor ethical annoyance, a sad 
but unavoidable byproduct of today’s engine of human progress. 
A few good homilies and some sturdy penances during Confes-
sion should set Franciscan attitudes straight. But, there is an even 
darker side to consumerism today, a very dark side that should 
trouble the conscience of every Franciscan. And that is the reality 
of corporate human trafficking, a resurgence of human slavery in 
the marketplace.  
 

     Amid the barrage of goods and products flowing across our air 
and seas are men and women, girls and boys, being exploited 
and enslaved as commodities in the global market place. Not only 
is human slavery making a comeback, it is more pronounced and 
stronger than at any other period in human history.  And the fact is 
that it proliferates because it flies below the radar screen of our 
expectations and assumptions. But, we must recognize that hu-
man traffickers today are using some of our most respected busi-
nesses, the products and services we use regularly, to cover their 
criminal deeds of human exploitation. They use forced and child 
labor in the long and sometimes intricate supply chain that leads 
from the production to the distribution of the goods and services 
we rely on every day. It is up to us as Franciscans to identify 
those illegal chains of human exploitation in our transactions and 
try to dismantle them.”   
 

     Father David maintains that “we will never be truly successful 
in dismantling the supply chains that feed corporate human traf-
ficking as long as we ourselves are aligned with or beholden to a 

Human Trafficking 
Modern Day Slavery 
 
 

By: Patrick Carolan 
Executive Director 
Franciscan Action Network 



 

 

MISSION UPDATE   ♦  SUMMER  2012 

UNITED STATES CATHOLIC MISSION ASSOCIATION   ♦   9 

consumerist mentality that puts economic aspirations above all 
other values and refuses to acknowledge the primacy of human 
dignity over and above all other economic interests or 
‘necessities.’ To break the supply chains that lead to slavery we 
must look at our own desires and what has happened to our de-
sire for the infinity of God and how often we have allowed that 
desire to be replaced with the primacy of goods.” 
 

     As people of faith we are called to live the Gospels. Pope 
John Paul II often proclaimed that the human person must always 
and everywhere be the “subject of the economy” and never its 
object. Human trafficking is about people, human beings bought 
and sold, tortured and exploited by fraud and for greed. In Mat-
thew 25:40 Jesus says; “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for 
one of these least ones of mine, you did for me”. We must be-
come more conscious of our moral responsibilities as consumers.  
As people of faith we must promote ways of living where com-
munion with others is not sacrificed to consumer choices and 
corporate profit. 
 

     Father David challenges us to undertake an examination of 
consciousness when it comes to corporate human trafficking: 
 

 “Do I care whether the products I buy or use are tainted with 
human slavery? 

 

 Are the price, convenience and availability of goods more 
important to me than the possibility that those goods might 
be the result of slave labor? 

 

 How much time and effort am I willing to invest in determining 
whether a product is the result of trafficked labor? 

 
 

 How willing am I to make this problem of human trafficking 
personal? 

 
 

 How willing am I to work with others to eradicate slave labor 
from my home and dinner table?” 

 
 

     In accordance with Gospel values, we should constantly affirm 
our relationship with all persons as our brothers and sisters. Fol-
lowing the example of St. Francis who reached out to the poor, 
oppressed and marginalized in his day, we have special concern 
for the dignity of all human beings and a call to respond when 
persons are being oppressed.  Our aim should be to transform 
hatred to love, despair to hope, sadness to joy, and darkness to 
light for all human trafficked victims. 
 
 

To read Fr. David’s article referenced here please visit the FAN 
website  at: www.franciscanaction.org 
      ++ 
 
 

USCMA Resolution 2011 Mission Conference: 
 

Be it resolved that we, as members of the United States 
Catholic Mission Association (USCMA) in association 
with the Franciscan Federation and the Franciscan Ac-
tion Network, upholding the inherent dignity of each hu-
man person in the tradition of St. Francis and St Clare of 
Assisi, denounce all forms of human trafficking as crimi-
nal acts that violate basic human rights and exploit inno-
cent people. We pledge to work for the elimination of hu-
man trafficking and its causes; to advocate for rescue, 
safety, and justice for trafficked persons; and to demand 
prosecution of perpetrators. 

 

Victims of trafficking can be found in commercial sex 
situations, domestic situations (nannies or servants), 
sweatshop factories, construction, farming and landscap-
ing, fisheries, hotel and tourist industries, panhandling, 
janitorial services, restaurant services, and in many other 
circumstances including forced marriages, illegal adop-
tions and the removal and selling of organs or other body 
parts.   

 

We call for and support local, state, federal and interna-
tional legislation, policies and enforcement that are com-
passionate, comprehensive and just.  We advocate that 
trafficked victims be treated with respect and made safe 
and secure rather than being treated as criminals.  We 
commit ourselves to prayer and advocacy for an end to 
human trafficking and for respect and justice for all vic-
tims.   

 

Suggested Actions: 
1. Respond prayerfully, engaging in prayer services, re-

membrances and offering intercessions during        
liturgies and on other such occasions.  

2. Become better educated about the issues related to 
Human Trafficking in the U.S. and abroad.  

3. Engage in advocacy efforts such as petitions and 
postcard campaigns, calls, letters and visits to legisla-
tors, letters to the editor, nonviolent marches, vigils 
and demonstrations, media and other advocacy op-
portunities as they arise.  

4. Promote increased education in identification and safe 
rescue in hospitals, schools, social service agencies, 
faith-based organizations, motels and other places 
where human trafficked victims can be rescued and 
provided with safety.  

5. Become aware of our purchasing practices and the 
use of our investment power by researching the com-
panies we support and the products we consume.  

6. Collaborate with appropriate organizations working 
against human trafficking, by engaging in networking 
meetings, collective actions, advocacy efforts, and by 
financial support when possible.    
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For Hotel Information, 

Conference Registration  & Schedule  

visit our website today! 

www.uscatholicmission.org 

  

 

Find out more information about the ways you can help to  
promote mission and global solidarity on our website: 

uscatholicmission.org   
 

Questions or do you have a mission related event?  Send us the 
information and we will help to publicize!  

uscma@uscatholicmission.org 

Formation Opportunities: 
 

. 
Maryknoll Mission Institute 

Program Plan for 2012 
 

The Mission Institute will offer the following programs during 2012.  
Email for more information: missinst@mksisters.org. 
More information:  www.maryknollsisters.org/mmi 
 
July 8-13  The Face of Jesus in Luke 
 

July 22-27  Science and Theology 
 

Sept. 26-29  The Jesus of History-The Christ of Our Day 
   Los Altos, CA 
 

Sept. 30– Oct. 5 The Jesus of History– The Christ of Our Day 
   Monrovia, CA 
 
 

 
Intercultural Consultation  

Services  
 
January 22 - February 20, 2013 in San Antonio, TX  
Preparing for Cross-Cultural Ministry for all those changing cultural 
settings for their ministry in USA or overseas.  
 
Questions? (313) 341-4841 
More information: www.interculturalconsultation.com    
 
 

 
From Mission to Mission  

Re-entry Workshops 
 
September 18 - 27, 2012 in Denver, Colorado 
November 8-11, 2012 in Chicago, Illinois 
 
Questions? (720) 494-7211 
More information: www.missiontomission.org 



 

 

Faces in Mission:Faces in Mission:Faces in Mission:   
   “The call of God is to listen with an open heart.” 
Columban Fr. Arturo Aguilar offers this insight when 
asked about the impact of mission in his life. Hear him 
and other missioners on the newest feature of the 
USCMA website Faces in Mission.   Every person 
has the chance  to live into their mission identity with a 
mission spirit.  Listen to what other missioners have to 
say about their own experience in mission.   
 

   Share your mission story with the USCMA by e-mail 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org 
 

Photo credit: St. Cloud Diocesan Mission Office 

 

CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO USCMA 
 

All donations are tax-deductible and will go to help 
USCMA fulfill its mandate to 

 
PROMOTE MISSION AND GLOBAL SOLIDARITY.   

 
Donate on line at www.uscatholicmission.org 

Just click on the Make a Gift  button. 
 

You can also send a  check or money order to: 
 

United States Catholic Mission Association 
Hecker Center for Ministry, Suite 100 

3025 Fourth Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20017-1107 

 

 

 

This  Bi-lingual Study 
Guide is a project of 
the United States 
Catholic Mission Asso-
ciation in collaboration 
with the Archdiocese 
of Chicago Office for 
Mission Education and 
animation, and the 
Missionary Society of 
St. Columban to help 

individuals, groups, parishes, and dioceses in their mission pro-
motion and education.  In using this study guide, it is hoped that 
mission becomes integral in our response to our baptismal prom-
ise.  Spanish translation is made by Fr. Ramon Caluza, President 
of Union Dominicana de Emisoras Catolicas and General Director 
of Radio Enriquillo, Dominican Republic. 

2nd Printing of Study Guide for Use with 

the Aparecida Document  

on Sale now at the USCMA!   

Only $10.00 + shipping & handling. 

DVD ORDERS OF 
Mission Conference 2011 

Now Avaialable! 

 

For $15.00 you will be able to watch  the Keynote Speakers 
and other main gatherings from Mission Conference 2011!   

 

Rev. Steve Bevans, SVD, PHD 
“Blessings and Challenges of Communion and  

Missionary Discipleship” 
 

Sr. Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF, DTh 
“Let down the nets for a catch…” 

 

Ambassador Miguel H. Diaz, PHD 
“Push Out into the Deep…” 

 

To order, please email the USCMA at 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org.   

 
Also available: Mission Congress 2010 DVD’s 

Featuring Addresses of: 
Rev. Gary Riebe Estrella, SVD 

Sr. Janice McLaughlin, MM 
Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga 

Dr. Kim Smolik and Rev. Clarence Williams, CPPS, PhD 
Ms. Teresita Gonzalez de la Maza and Mr. James Lindsey 

 

 

Be a Face in Mission at Be a Face in Mission at Be a Face in Mission at 
www.uscatholicmission.orgwww.uscatholicmission.orgwww.uscatholicmission.org   
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“Mission belongs to the 

very beginning of the 

Church.  Proclaiming the 

Word of God and witness-

ing to the world is essen-

tial for every Christian.  

At the same time, it is 

necessary to do so ac-

cording to gospel princi-

ples, with full respect and 

love for all human be-

ings.   
(Preamble of Christian Witness in a 
Multi-Religious World) Missioners walking with palms in Cuba, March 2012. 

Photograph courtesy of  Monica Baca-Arus 


