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Welcome to Encounter! 

In exactly one year, USCMA will celebrate October 2019 as the Extraordinary Mission Month, as called by Pope Fran-
cis to commemorate the missionary transformation of the Church over the past 100 years. It is important to remem-
ber the powerful impact all missionaries – lay, ordained and religious – have on the world. There is a simplicity to mis-
sion— ENCOUNTER one another. We need generosity in our ministry and mission to truly encounter our brothers 
and sisters, at home and abroad. We must develop a culture of encounter to be the Gospel to all nations. 

You know men and women who imbue generosity and compassion in every encounter. Share this newsletter with 
them. Invite them to connect with other missionaries through USCMA.  

Child Discovery Centre in Nakura, Kenya, lacks for 
many things, but love and fellowship are not among 
them. CDC, located in the Lasallian Lwanga District of 
Africa, which includes Kenya, Nigeria, Eritrea, Ethio-
pia, and South Africa, is one of 14 ministries paired 
with the Lasallian Region of North America as part of a 
school-to-school twinning program. The program, 
which falls under the Institute of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools (De La Salle Christian Brothers), has 
a goal of helping to fulfill the material needs of the stu-
dents and community of CDC and to support them in 
achieving sustainability. But it is also about so much 
more.  

“It’s really who we are as Lasallians, taking care of 

those who are in need. Expanding our faith showing 
our love, and reflecting Jesus’ love for our brothers and 
sisters in Kenya,” says Marijane Finlay, a campus minis-
ter at Christian Brothers Academy in Syracuse, New 
York. “That’s the most important thing for me, that we 
are doing as Jesus would have done.” 

Christian Brothers Academy is one of 65 schools in the 
U.S. and Canada taking part in the twinning program. 
They’ve been involved with CDC for 12 years, and 
about six years ago, the school made a decision to be 
more intentional in its engagement. They went from an 
annual fundraiser to frequent educational programs for 
students in Syracuse about why their efforts in Kenya 
were important.  

A Twinning Relationship, from Syracuse to Kenya 
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“We really started to 
focus on making 
our students more 
aware of CDC and 
the problems they 
face, to expand our 
vision of our 
Lasallian world,” 
Finlay says. “It’s really easy up here in Syracuse to be in 
our own little world and not realize that there are 
Lasallians all over.” 

The Syracuse students have made presentations about 
CDC at school Mass, held greenhouse sales and t-shirt 
drives, sponsored a dress-down day at which students 
learned about the dangers of the failing perimeter wall 
near the girls dorm on CDC property, sold prom dress-
es as a fundraiser, and have shown videos and made 
educational presentations, including on the importance 
of potable water and the need for drilling a bore hole at 
Child Discovery Centre.  

“Our goal is to educate the student body through the 
videos and slide shows, to show them where their mon-
ey is going,” says Makayla Kanervico, a senior at Chris-
tian Brothers Academy who has been active with the 
twinning program. “I love that twinning is an important 
part of who we are. It’s what makes us brothers.” 

Chris Bushnell, another senior, chimed in about Skyp-
ing with the students in Kenya on Founder’s Day. “We 
all said a prayer for CDC, which was really nice.” 

The Skyping can be hit or miss, depending on the inter-
net connection in Kenya, but still, says senior Mary Kil-
martin,  “It was cool because 800 of us [in Syracuse] 
Skyped them. It was nice to make connections with the 
faces.” 

Finlay says the Skyping usually starts out feeling pretty 
formal but the students quickly warm up to each other 
and ask questions about school and hobbies and sports.  

Some of CDC’s students wrote about the benefits 
they’ve experienced through twinning. Grace Wanjira 
Ndungu wrote: “The twinning program has given me 
my identity. My future shines because of the program. 
… I have supported girls in my school to not only real-
ize their talents but also uphold their self esteem and 
boost their confidence.”  

Morris Vaati John wrote that, through the twinning 
relationship, he has “come to know about God” and 
grown “physically, psychologically, mentally, and spirit-
ually.”  

And Margaret Njenga wrote, “The Lasallian spirit in 

you is possessed by nobody else, the spirit of sharing 
and helping the less fortunate. I am so grateful and I 
love you a lot.”  

Maryann Donohue-Lynch is the associate executive 
director of the Office for Mission and Ministry in the 
District of Eastern North America and coordinates its 
twinning efforts. She’ll be visiting Kenya for about 
three weeks at the end of October, her third trip to the 
region.  

Donohue-Lynch first visited in 2014 as an organizer of 
the first Twinning Summit in Nairobi. It was then that 
a commitment was made to return every two years to 
continue growing the relationship between the District 
of Eastern North America and the Lwanga District.  

The trip this year will focus on educational ministries 
for eight days, then Donohue-Lynch will take part in a 
two-week formation session on pastoral accompani-
ment of young adults. Brothers, sisters, laymen, and 
laywomen, representing all five global Lasallian regions, 
will be present for the sessions, which are usually held 
in Rome, at the Generalate, from which the Institute of 
the Brothers for the Christian Schools is governed. 

Donohue-Lynch finds much to be thankful for in the 
opportunity to expose the students from Syracuse to 
their counterparts in Kenya and elsewhere.  

“One of the things we encourage is a deepening of stu-
dents’ understanding that they’re part of a global 
Lasallian family, with brothers and sisters in 80 coun-
tries,” she says. “Today, young people have a remarka-
ble sense of connectivity on a global level, so making 
this connection available to them and building direct 
relationships between a school in Syracuse and Child 
Discovery Centre puts a face on the Lasallian family 
and the educational mission. It makes it very tangible 
and real to them, especially when seeing young people 
overcoming obstacles to obtain education.” 

Saint John Baptist de La Salle, patron saint of teachers, founded the 
Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools (De La Salle Chris-
tian Brothers) in 17th century France as a religious order of laymen 
dedicated exclusively to providing a human and Christian education to 
the young, especially the poor. Today, the Lasallian mission is present 
in 80 countries, with 4,000 Brothers and 90,000 Lasallian Partners 
serving one million young people in 1,000 ministries. 

Article by Julie Bourbon, ENCOUNTER Editor  

ENCOUNTER is an electronic newsletter of USCMA, 
made possible in part, by a grant from Catholic Communi-
cation Campaign.  
 
Donations are warmly welcomed and deeply appreciated.  
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When Jesus sends the 70 disciples out with instructions 
to travel in twos, to leave their baggage at home, and to 
eat and drink what their hosts put in front of them, he’s 
letting life do the teaching for once. And the core 
teaching is to trust in the graciousness and generosity of 
those you encounter.  

St. John Baptist de La Salle took this lesson to heart in 
the mission he undertook in 1680. He founded schools 
that didn’t charge a cent, supported by a community of 
brothers who offered their teaching and the “gospel 
free of charge.” At the heart of a mission that began in 
simple circumstances in 17th century France was gratui-
ty. 

As we near the tercentenary of his death in 1719, the 
mission of this man and the community he founded is 
now pulsing and vibrant in 79 countries. As with any 
global movement that begins as a mustard seed, there 
are questions. For de La Salle, patron saint of teachers, 
and the movement he launched, the question is, “How 
in the world does a single school in a single town not 
charging a single sou give impetus to a global move-
ment?” The answer, again, is that single word, gratuity. 

The evangelical momentum driving the mission to offer 
free education was met with the same “meh” and ven-
om the 70 encountered. Established educational centers 
of the 18th century depended upon fees; there were pro-
longed conflicts, legal and at times violent, opposing 
the principle of putting quality education within reach 
of the poor and working class. 

Teaching and mentoring the poor in the skills of read-
ing and writing opened doors to them that were previ-
ously bolted shut. Free education stoked the fear that 
the poor would set aside menial labor for meaningful 
labor. By ensuring that the voiceless found a voice, the 
least were favored and the oppressed restored to digni-

ty; gratuity offered a critique of the prevailing social and 
economic structures in the age of the Ancien Régime.  

Today, even if an educational mission charges tuition 
and fees, this gift of the Spirit retains its sharp, prophet-
ic edge.  And even if mission is often thought of as a 
physical geography, it is always attentive to the spiritual 
geography. Pope Francis’ call for dialogue and encoun-
ter with those on the border must include the scores of 
young people who are disaffected and who have disaf-
filiated from the faith community. Mission that moves 
to these borderlands might find in the Lasallian charism 
of gratuity a GPS for the journey. 

Concretely, this charism takes shape in generosities of 
presence and space. We often encounter the young, 
especially adolescents and young adults, at the intersec-
tion of belief and disbelief. The first generosity is to be 
present. In the 2018 Synod of Bishops on Young Peo-
ple, the Faith and Vocational Discernment, this gener-
osity is framed as accompaniment. The one who ac-
companies, if as mentor, is called to “respect the mys-
tery that all persons carry in themselves and trust the 
Lord who is already at work in them (Instrumentum La-
boris, 130). 

The young people of the pre-synodal meeting detailed 
the profile of the mentor as “a faithful Christian who 
engages with the Church and the world; someone who 
constantly seeks holiness; is a confidant without judg-
ment; actively listens to the needs of young people and 
responds in kind; is deeply loving and self-aware; 
acknowledges their limits and knows the joys and sor-
rows of the spiritual journey” (IL, 132). 

A generous presence is marked by non-judgment and 
deep listening. The Synod notes that “the rage of young 
people in the face of rampant corruption, growing 
structural inequality, contempt for human dignity, hu-

Generosity in Ministry  
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USCMA Happenings 
· A Culture of Encounter | USCMA’s 2018 Conference, Boston, MA  

October 25-27, 2018. For more information, check out the conference webpage.  

· US-China Catholic Association Benefit Concert | November 3, 2018 at St. Clare Parish, Santa 
Clara, CA. Hosted by San Jose Chinese Catholic Mission Choir, featuring three local Chinese choirs. 
For more information, contact Fr. Michael Agliardo (director@uscatholicchina.org)     

· Lead with Courage, Follow with Faith | Catholic Volunteer Network’s 2018 Conference in Bal-
timore, Md. November 8-11th, 2018. For more information, check out the conference webpage.  

· United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Fall Meeting | November 12-15, 2018 in Balti-
more, Md. 

· Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, and spirit-
uality for review. For a current listing, email Nichole Petty, USCMA Office Manager.  

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to 
the mission Jesus entrusted to his followers. Through its members – and the services of the association – USCMA 
animates the next generation of missionaries, prepares them for and accompanies them through mission, and calls 
them to leadership. ENCOUNTER is an electronic newsletter of USCMA, made possible in part, by a grant from 
Catholic Communication Campaign. You connect to “all the nations” by supporting USCMA. Donate at uscatholic-
mission.org. Copyright 2018.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
415 Michigan Ave., NE 20017 

202-832-3112 
info@uscatholicmission.org  
www.uscatholicmission.org 

and deep listening. The Synod notes that “the rage of 
young people in the face of rampant corruption, grow-
ing structural inequality, contempt for human dignity, 
human rights violations, discrimination against women 
and minorities, organized violence, and injustice does 
not seem to be taken into due account. . . . There 
seems to be a lack of space to discuss these issues in 
Christian communities” (IL, 128). 

Young people will always seek one another out. But 
they also hunger for a trusted space in the company of 
trusted adults to express what is happening interiorly. 
This leads to the second generosity: space. Space for 
reflection, for solitude, and for heartfelt conversation 
about what matters. 

Community space is key. Not only does it offer the 

possibility for welcome, peace, and respect for me, but 
a challenge to offer the same to you. A community is a 
setting for encounter and a witness to the accessibility 
and nearness of the loving presence of God.  

The mission to the borderlands is a rugged one, and it 
doesn’t take much for us to get turned around. Jesus 
has it right—we need to pack light. But we’ll do well to 
include a go-to GPS—being generous with presence 
and space—in our mission to ensure “the Reign of 
God comes near you” (Luke 10.9 and 11.20).  

Article by Brother Timothy 
Coldwell, FSC 
October 12, 2018 

Brother Tim serves as General Councilor for the 
Lasallian Region of North America for the De La 
Salle Christian Brothers. He lives and works in Wash-
ington, DC and Rome, while also visiting Lasallian 
communities and ministries through the world. 


