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Welcome to Encounter! 
Faith doesn’t exist absent justice. Jesus calls us to justice and beyond justice to compassionate care for one another. This 
means we have a responsibility to uphold the dignity of every person. There are many justice advocates already living and 
working in solidarity with the poor, the marginalized and the suffering. There are many advocates who became martyrs, as 
a result.  

We all know advocates for justice and peace, doing incredible work. Share this newsletter with them. Invite them to con-
nect with other missionaries through USCMA.  

Christopher Kerr, who has more than 15 years of social 
justice advocacy under his belt, is considered a “full-time” 
missioner for his consistent work to promote and enable a 
“faith that does justice.” He has served as the executive 
director of the Ignatian Solidarity Network, whose mission 
is to form a network of faith-based social justice advo-
cates, since 2011.   

“To work for the dignity of our brothers and sisters, we 
try to unite individuals and institutions,” said Kerr. That 
work is rooted in ISN’s mission to form advocates guided 
by the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the principles 
of Catholic social thought, and solidarity with the margin-
alized.   

Kerr identifies himself as a “lifetime missioner … not in 
the traditional way of mission where one goes off to a 
place and directly serves but … through a lens of solidari-
ty,” he said. His work entails engaging people, “including 
those in positions of power, to more deeply commit them-
selves to solidarity with others and the dignity of others.”  

“It is mission in a different way of thinking about it, but 
certainly in the same spirit,” said Kerr.  

Prior to joining the Ignatian Solidarity Network, Kerr 
worked as a coordinator of social justice initiatives and 
immersion experience programs at John Carroll University 
in Ohio and as a young adult advocacy coordinator at the 
InterReligious Task Force on Central America, located in 
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Cleveland. 

“My greatest moments in my work are encounter with 
those seeking to be formed, to come to understand the 
call of solidarity more deeply and to have the most mar-
ginalized at the heart of the conversation,” Kerr said.  

As a lay missioner, his work allows Kerr, his local com-
munity, and the nation to work towards ethical and hu-
mane policies that uphold the dignity of all people.  

“He has the type of job that doesn’t end because he cares 
about being in solidarity and accompaniment with people 
who are vulnerable and suffering,” said Nicholas Napoli-
tano, a lay missioner at the Jesuit's Northeast Province 
office. 

“The whole team at the Ignatian Solidarity Network, un-
der Chris’ leadership, have made themselves indispensable 
for the Jesuit community and other lay people to advocate 
for justice,” said Napolitano 

Kerr believes faith is inherently tied to social justice advo-
cacy because, “we believe God is present within each one 
of us as complex creations of God. Because we believe 
that, we have to be willing to respond when one of our 
fellow creations, one of our brothers and sisters, is mar-
ginalized,” he said. “It’s impossible for us to have a faith 
in Christ without us seeking to respond through acts of 
justice.” 

A faith that does justice is the fundamental vision of the 
Ignatian Solidarity Network and a major pillar of Jesuit 
spirituality, which has played a huge role throughout 
Kerr’s life. He attended a Jesuit high school and John 
Carroll University. It was during his time at John Carroll, 
in 2004, that he first attended the Ignatian Family Teach-
In for Justice, an annual gathering of students, teachers, 
and committed social justice advocates. The event is 
sponsored by the ISN. 

“He is extremely creative and very effective at mixing to-
gether Ignatian themes, Jesuit experiences, and values 
with the social justice agenda,” said Fr. Fred Kammer, 
S.J., the director of the Jesuit Social Research Institute in 
New Orleans. He encountered Kerr five years ago when 
he joined the ISN Board of Directors. “He’s got a real 
charm with the young people at the Teach-In. When he 
speaks, there’s good energy in the room and a very posi-
tive response.”    

Discipleship at the Crossroads was the theme of this 

year’s Ignatian 
Family Teach-In 
for Justice. Nearly 
2,000 people at-
tended and en-
gaged with presen-
tations on the rela-
tionship between 
family and immigration policy, promoting peace and jus-
tice through the arts, mental health and wellness as it re-
lates to promoting the dignity of all people, grassroots 
organizing and how to engage with peers on a college or 
high school campus, and more. Each year, the Teach-In 
calls young adults to adapt a lens of solidarity and embody 
radical kinship to facilitate social justice advocacy.  

Radical kinship, Kerr said, occurs when we acknowledge 
all people as members of one family, united in Christ, and 
recognize the universality of the Church. Kerr calls these 
transformative experiences “bread moments” that call 
people to encounter others in mission.  

A memorable bread moment for him was his visit to a 
community in Nicaragua a few years ago. He encountered 
a family with a beloved new baby, but when he returned a 
year later, the baby had died from dysentery caused by 
polluted water.   

“It was a very desolate experience,” he said. “It articulated 
the reality of injustice in their community, that took the 
most vulnerable – a small child that had no way to protect 
himself – and how another person’s choices upstream 
would have a deep impact on the lives of that family.” 
This experience continues to motivate his engagement in 
imperative social justice issues and encourage others to 
seek encounter through immersion experiences.  

Kerr believes his mission of faith-based justice advocacy 
is rooted in the words of Pope Francis, who reminds us 
“that God’s vision is a global vision, God’s vision invites 
all of us to be a part of the banquet.” Kerr hopes to net-
work with organizers and form social justice advocates to 
be disciples who seek justice and dignity for all. “To be 
true to our Christian faith,” he said, “we have to respond 
to injustice.” 

Article by Nadia Barnett 

Nadia Barnett is currently working at USCMA as the publica-
tions and communications associate during her year of service with 
Franciscan Mission Service, a DC-based program. 
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Missionaries take the long view of Advent. It is much 
more than longing for and preparing for this Christmas. It 
is preparing the world for the ultimate reign of God. And 
when I say "the world," that’s shorthand for every human 
being—all 7.6 billion of us and counting—inhabiting this 
planet, all cultures, all countries, and every human institu-
tion we have created.  

Advent magnifies and appropriates preparation as a peren-
nial characteristic of the spirituality of mission. Advent is 
the BIG prepare—like preparing for college, getting mar-
ried, studying for a career in medicine, adopting or giving 
birth to a child. It is the biggest of the BIG preparations 
because we are preparing for the salvation of the world.  

In addition to preparation, three other themes emerge in 
Advent that characterize mission spirituality: watching, 
waiting, and expecting.  

Missionaries watch the signs of the times. The Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate have a commitment to the 
poor, and they take that commitment to every relationship 
they forge. They live and work among the poor, the mar-
ginalized, the periphery of society. They also take the poor 
into boardrooms where decisions that will impact the poor 
are made—in finance, public policy, and development. 
What is happening today and how can we serve the poor 
through those events? Watching.  

The Missionaries of Saint Columban know a thing or two 
about waiting. Their charism is for the conversion of Chi-
na. They have spent decades waiting, watching, for an 
opening to bring the Gospel to the Chinese people. They, 
and their sacrifice, are in sharp contrast to John Chau, the 

American Missionary recently killed as he attempted to 
meet the indigenous people of North Sentinel Island. The 
Columbans know, in their bones, that the Lord is working 
in and among the Chinese and there will be a day when 
the Gospel will be freely proclaimed, and they will be able 
to make disciples, to baptize and teach them “to observe 
all that I have commanded you." Waiting. 

Sister Dorothy Stang, a sister of Notre Dame de Namur 
from Dayton, Ohio, went with several other sisters to the 
Amazon Rainforest in Brazil. They went there to work 
with the bishop to teach the indigenous people their cate-
chism and prepare them for the sacraments. They brought 
with them a radical expectation—justice. They did not lead 
an armed revolution or mobilize political power. They 
simply taught the indigenous people their human rights, 
the same rights the Brazilian government recognizes for all 
of its citizens. Sister Dorothy was murdered by the land-
lords who were threatened by her work. Expecting. 

The Adorers of the Blood of Christ suffered the death of 
five of their sisters during the civil war in Liberia more 
than 25 years ago. They had to close their mission and 
begin the long process of reconciliation. After years of 
preparation, mobilizing sisters from all over the world, the 
sisters have returned to Liberia. This Christmas will be 
their first Christmas in Liberia since the death of their five 
sisters. Preparing.  

Here is the thing about a missionary approach to Advent: 
it takes the long view with a microscopic lens. Every 
day—advocating for the poor, engaging the Chinese peo-
ple, teaching people about the faith and their basic human 
rights, serving the people in a war-torn country, caring for 

Advent: The Season of  Longing 
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ENCOUNTER is an electronic newsletter of USCMA, 
made possible in part, by a grant from Catholic Communi-
cation Campaign.  
 
Donations are warmly welcomed and deeply appreciated. 
Membership in USCMA will connect you to the growing 
network of missionaries - lay, religious and ordained. To 
become a member, visit our website.  

USCMA Happenings 

· Commissioning of Maryknoll Lay Missioners| December 8, 2018 in Ossining, NY. Inspired by the mission 
of Jesus, the Class of 2018 is being sent to help create a more just and compassionate world. Why Mission? See 
their responses here.  

· Mission on the Road | XXVII National Gathering of Catholic Traveling Show Ministries in Sarasota, FL on 
Jan. 3-6, 2019. Check out our website for information. Register now.  

· SEEK 2019| Indianapolis, IN. January 3 –7, 2019. Hosted by FOCUS, SEEK is a 5-day event where people 
gather to ask the big questions about life, love and true happiness. Register now on their website.  

· El Salvador Immersion Trip on March 20-26th, 2019. Maryknoll Mission Service invites parish ministers and 
deacons to come to El Salvador to celebrate the first official Feast Day of Saint Oscar Romero. For more infor-
mation, contact Deacon Kevin McCarthy at kmccarthy@maryknoll.org . Apply now on their website. 

· Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, and spirituality for 
review. For a current listing, email Nichole Petty, USCMA Office Manager.  

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to 
the mission Jesus entrusted to his followers. Through its members – and the services of the association – USCMA 
animates the next generation of missionaries, prepares them for and accompanies them through mission, and calls 
them to leadership. ENCOUNTER is an electronic newsletter of USCMA, made possible in part, by a grant from 
Catholic Communication Campaign. You connect to “all the nations” by supporting USCMA. Donate at uscatholic-
mission.org. Copyright 2018.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
415 Michigan Ave., NE 20017 

202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

for the growing number of refugees, teaching the truth 
about global climate change—the Word of God is Em-
manuel. Advent never ends, Christmas is always coming, 
and it will never be defeated by the rich, the powerful, 
the frightened, or the apathetic. In the end, it is not 
about what we do or what we say, but about who we are 
becoming.  

Who am I—who are we—"that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me?" 

Article by Don McCrabb, 
USCMA Executive Director        

“Let us not tire of preaching love; it is the force that will 
overcome the world.” St. Oscar Romero is an incredible 
example of embracing love and imitating the love of 
Jesus’ to all people. It is important this holiday season 
that we encounter others with love, so that it may be 
available to all.  

Please check out our Christmas message and donate to 
our Christmas campaign. Our goal is to raise $50,000 
so we can support two volunteers - for a year - working 
with us to promote mission. 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year.  


