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Canonized October 13, 2019 

Feast Day: October 9th 

 

John Henry Newman was born February 21, 1801 in London to a 

Protestant family. He studied at Trinity College in Oxford, became a 

fellow of Oriel College, and then served as vicar of St. Mary’s in 

Oxford for 17 years. He played a key role in the Oxford Movement in 

the Church of England, making great strides in building bridges 

between the Anglican and Catholic Churches.  

After researching the history of the Church and finding Catholicism was closest to the Church started by Christ, 

Newman converted from Anglican to Catholic in 1845. This was not a popular decision among his friends and family; 

his sister refused to speak to him after that point. 

John was ordained a Catholic priest in 1847 and established the Oratory of St. Philip Neri – a community of secular 

priests and brothers living together without formal vows – in England in 1849. Thirty years later, Pope Leo XII 

advanced Fr. Newman from priest to cardinal, thus skipping the role of bishop. Over his lifetime, Cardinal Newman 

wrote a total of 40 books and 21,000 letters. He is noted for his proclamation of the Gospel through his writings and 

actions and for contributing to Church teachings held today – such as some of those established during Vatican II.  

Cardinal Newman died August 11, 1890. In many ways, he established a “mission” to higher education; it was his 

book, The Idea of a University, that caught the imagination of college students in the late 1800’s. This led to the 

establishment of the first Newman Center at the University of Pennsylvania three years after his death, which 

subsequently resulted in Newman Catholic centers and ministries throughout the U.S. He was beatified in 2010 by 

Pope Benedict XVI and will be canonized today, October 13, 2019 by Pope Francis. His mission continues today. 

------------------------------------------------- 

Famous John Henry Newman Prayer: “Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am 

in sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may 

serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take away my friends. He may throw me 

among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future from me. Still, He knows what 

He is about.” 

Question for Reflection: 

Who has turned away from you because of your faith? 
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