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Welcome to Encounter! 
How are mission and the Eucharist related? Steven Bevans, SVD explores this question in this issue of  
ENCOUNTER. He reminds us that the Eucharist empowers us to go on mission and continue the work of 
Christ. There are many ways to do this. Visit the elderly in your community, reach out with love to your  
coworkers, or maybe even start your own mission organization. Travel to Peru with us and see how the Schmidt 
family found their own way to address some of the needs they encountered there.  

Trying to Keep Up with the Lord  

Seeking God’s little ones is the primary mission of the 
Schmidt family, founders of the Servants of the Good 
Help. For nearly five years, Katie and Taylor and their 
seven children have been bringing the Word to  
communities in the region of Picota, San Martin, Peru 
(in the missionary prelature of Moyobamba) that have 
been left behind by the Catholic Church. 
 
The region was in the grips of drug cartels until the early 
1990s, and as recently as 15 years ago, Katie said, there 
was no priest in the region — the Church wasn’t let in.  
 
“The Church is very new here. We have come as a  
family to go out to the lost, the unknown and the  
abandoned, in search of them, to bring the Gospel to 
them,” said Katie recently by telephone from Peru, 
where her children could be heard playing and singing  
in the background.  

Their efforts are largely focused on evangelization —
even the kids teach the local children — including  
confirmation classes, marriage retreat and preparation, 
and formation of local church leaders.  

“When we came in, the people were rightfully angry  
because they hadn’t had the sacraments or the Word of 
God for 30-plus years,” said Katie. So the family’s first 
task was to apologize to the people they came to serve,  
a key step in their relationship building. 
 
“Just the words ‘I’m sorry’ bring a response of ‘thank 
you for hearing me, thank you for acknowledging that I 
was hurt, I was abandoned,’” she said. “The openness 
after hearing that is just phenomenal. The people are so 
open to receiving the Word. Now we are working  
towards renewing their faith, if they had a faith before, 
and being open to working with priests.” 

“Just the words ‘I’m sorry’ bring a  

response of  ‘thank you for hearing me, 

thank you for acknowledging that I was 

hurt, I was abandoned...’”  

https://uscatholicmission.org/encounter


 

Page 2 

Article by Julie Bourbon, 

ENCOUNTER Editor  

Originally missionaries with another organization, the 
Schmidts founded Servants of the Good Help about 18 
months ago. They work with fellow missionary priests 
from Cordova, Spain and sisters from Paraguay in a true 
melding of cultures.  
 
“We felt the Lord calling us to take on the mission to go 
out to the wild country to teach God’s little ones what is 
necessary for salvation,” said Katie, as she explained 
how she and her husband came to found the missionary 
order. “We go out to communities that have never been 
in contact with a representative of the church before 
and help start Catholic communities there.” 
 
In addition to evangelization, the Schmidts also work to 
educate locals about the ways that the Amazon region 
has fallen prey to deforestation and other environmental 
threats. One of the Schmidts’ projects focuses on 
providing access to clean drinking water through the 
collection of rainwater, which cuts down on the amount 
of time residents spend walking to the river and boiling 
water, as well as reduces the risk of contracting water-
borne parasites.  
 
Another project concerns the San Martin Titi Monkey, 
which is critically endangered due to environmental  
destruction and hunting for meat.  

 
“We’ve found that we 
need to teach by doing,” 
said Katie, noting that the 
family has purchased some 
land that they are commit-
ting to reforesting, by 
planting five trees for each 
one they need to cut down 
to build with. They plan to 
build a mission center 
with a dormitory that can 
receive as many as 40  
people, as well as a small 
chapel and a visitor center.  
 

They’re also building a small house for themselves up in 
the mountains, to make their hiking journeys from 

pueblo to pueblo easier.  
 
Curt Skaletski is a member of the Schmidt’s home  
parish, Holy Family, back in Brillion, Wisconsin. He’s a 
big supporter of their mission work and has visited 
them in Peru four times along with other parishioners 
on a 14-day mission trip every February.  
 
An engineer by profession, Skaletski has helped with 
water sanitation projects and has worked on the  
construction of several chapels. Like the Schmidts, his 
purpose on the mission trips is part labor, part  
evangelization.  
 
“You evangelize as you go,” he said. “It’s fun to take 
part in their culture. It’s an awesome culture, and a 
beautiful language.” 
 
Curt wasn’t surprised that Katie and Taylor became  
missionaries, and said his response when he heard the 
news was, “we’re coming, we’re going to help.”  

He’s not sure they’ll ever come back. Katie said they’re 
leaving that up to God.  
 
‘We’re just following where the Lord is leading us, and 
where Our Lady of Good Help is pushing us,” she said. 
“We’re just trying to keep up.” 
 
 
To follow the Schmidts on their missionary work in Peru, visit 
http://www.schmidtfamilymission.com/ and  
https://www.thegoodhelp.com/.  
 

“We felt the Lord calling us to take 
on the mission to go out to the wild 

country to teach God’s little ones 
what is necessary for salvation.”  

http://www.schmidtfamilymission.com/
https://www.thegoodhelp.com/
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Recently, controversy has flared up around a Pew  
Research Center poll that asked, among other questions, 
how Catholics understand Christ’s presence in the  
Eucharist. Asked to choose between whether the bread 
and wine of the Eucharist “actually become” or “are 
symbols of” the body and blood of Christ, only one-
third of Catholics chose the former. Does this mean 
that Catholics as a whole no longer believe in the “real 
presence” of Christ in the Eucharist?  
 
Some interpreters of the poll results — such as Bishop 
Robert Barron, of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles —
said yes, and called for more effective education of 
Catholics in basic Catholic doctrine. Others, like  
sociologist Mark Gray, senior research associate at the 
Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) 
at Georgetown University, blamed a careless wording of 
the possible answers as misleading. Gray cited earlier 
surveys in which Catholics and even other Christians 
overwhelming stated their belief in Christ’s “real”  
Eucharistic presence. Theologian Xavier Montecel,  
studying sacramental theology at Boston College,  
suggested that most Catholics likely “take Jesus at his 
word” when he said at the Last Supper that the bread 

and wine were his body and blood.
1 

This is my own sense. Catholics may not completely 
understand or even fully accept the technical doctrine of 
“transubstantiation,” but they do believe that in the  
context of the Eucharist and the words of institution 
within the Eucharistic Prayer, the bread and wine do not 
remain bread and wine but truly become the body and 
blood of Christ.  
 
What is less understood, though, is that this Eucharistic 
presence is not something for its own sake, a kind of 
miracle of Christ becoming present where he was not 
present before. In the Eucharist, rather, Christ becomes 
present to be given to us in the eating of his body and 
blood so that we ourselves can be transformed into his 
presence in our world. Eucharistic presence, in other 
words, is for mission. 
 
Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy speaks 
about a number of ways in which Christ becomes really 

present when Christians celebrate 
liturgy. He is present in all the 
sacraments. He is present in the 
Word proclaimed in them, “since 
it is he himself who speaks when 
the holy scriptures are read in the 
Church.” He is present when  
people gather together for worship, as he promised — 
when two or three gather together in his name (Matt 
18:20). He is present in the priest who presides,  
especially and in a particularly clear way at the Eucharist. 
And he is present sacramentally in the bread and wine 

that become his body and blood.
2  

All these “presences” call us to mission. Except for  
perhaps the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the  
Sacrament of the Sick (and perhaps even these!), all the 
sacraments call us to witness to the Gospel by our lives. 
The Word of God calls us to conversion and witness. 
The church community shapes us and strengthens us 
for loving and selfless service. But it is most especially in 
the Eucharist that we called to mission. In the  
Eucharist, Christ becomes present in his broken body 
and poured-out blood, so that, nourished by him, we 
can be broken open and poured out in our daily life.  
 
As Catholic author and publisher Gregory Augustine 
Pierce insists, the most important part of the Eucharistic 
celebration is the dismissal, when we are sent out, 
strengthened by the Eucharist, to be Christ’s real  

presence for all we meet.
3
 In the Eucharist — the  

 

1
For a further discussion of the controversy, see Heidi Schlumpf, 

“Do Catholics ‘Actually’ Believe in the Real Presence?” NCR 
Online, https://www.ncronline.org/news/theology/do-catholics-
actually-believe-real-presence. 
 

2 
Vatican Council II, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy,  

Sacrosanctum Concilium (SC), in ed. Austin Flannery, Vatican Council 
II: Constitutions, Decrees, Declarations (Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical 
Press, 2014), 7. 
 

3
See Gregory F. Augustine Pierce, The Mass Is Never Ended:  

Rediscovering Our Mission to Transform the World (Notre Dame, IN: Ave 
Maria Press, 2007), 38.  

Eucharistic Presence and Mission 
By Stephen Bevans, SVD  

“Eucharistic presence,  
in other words, is for mission.” 

“...the most important part of  the  
Eucharistic celebration is the  

dismissal, when we are sent out...to be  
Christ’s real presence for all we meet.” 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/theology/do-catholics-actually-believe-real-presence
https://www.ncronline.org/news/theology/do-catholics-actually-believe-real-presence
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USCMA Happenings 
• The Mission Director: Hopes, Dreams, Griefs and Anxieties | December 3, 2019 at 2 pm ET. This  

webinar will allow Mission Officers to share their story of the Extraordinary Missionary Month and discuss the        
elements of a mission office, ways to assess a mission office, and how the USCMA 2020 priorities may serve 
some of the needs of the mission officer. For more information and to register, click here.  

• El Salvador Immersion Program| January 31-February 8, 2020. Join Maryknoll and enter into the lives of 
the people of El Salvador. Learn how Maryknoll lay missioners are building peace, opportunity and hope in 
Salvadoran communities. To register, visit https://mklm.org/trips-el-salvador/. Apply by November 30, 2019.  

• Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, and spirituality. Our 
November featured book is When the Disciple Comes of Age: Christian Identity in the 21st Century by 
Diarmuid O’Murchu. For this book or a current listing, email Nichole Petty, the USCMA Office Manager.  

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to the 
mission Jesus entrusted to his Church. Through its members and services USCMA animates missionaries, prepares 
them for mission, accompanies them through mission, and form them for leadership. ENCOUNTER is made possible 
in part, by a grant from Catholic Communication Campaign. You build bridges of global solidarity by supporting 
USCMA. Donate at uscatholicmission.org. Copyright 2019.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
415 Michigan Ave., NE 20017 

202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

celebration itself and the bread and wine we receive — 
Christ becomes present among us and in us so that we 
may be present to one another. Theologians in the  
Orthodox Church speak of our daily life as the “Liturgy 
after the Liturgy.”  
 
Faith in Christ’s Eucharist presence does not mean that 
Christ is just there — on the altar, in the monstrance, in 
the tabernacle, in our heart, or in our midst. It is rather 
faith that he is present, continuing his mission of calling 
us to new life, sharing his life with us, empowering us to 

be transformed. Faith in Christ’s presence in the  
Eucharist is accepting his invitation to become renewed 
as a member of his body, his presence to the world, 
sharing in his life of service. Faith in the Real Presence 
commits us to mission, to be the real presence of Christ 
for the life of the world. 
 

Stephen Bevans, SVD, is Louis J. Luzbetak, 
SVD Professor of Mission and Culture, 
Emeritus at the Catholic Theological Union 
in Chicago, Illinois.  

      Serve with Love Loyola CBO  

              Kisii, Kenya 

Mission Profile 

 

Serve with Love Loyola CBO is seeking Mission Partnerships and is open to Short-term 

Mission Trips. For more information on their work and current needs, click here.  

https://www.uscatholicmission.org/the-mission-director
https://mklm.org/trips-el-salvador/
mailto:associate@uscatholicmission.org
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/catholic-communication-campaign/index.cfm
https://uscatholicmission.org/
https://uscatholicmission.org/kenya

