
 

Page 1 

     April 2019 

Welcome to Encounter! 
Mission takes root whenever and wherever we find ourselves; given the current state of affairs, the world needs 
all the faithful to take up the cross, and spread the Gospel whenever and wherever. Encounter is such a vital 
aspect of mission because we are called to find God in all of Creation. As missionaries, we must go beyond our-
selves to seek justice, accompany the sick, care for the poor and be peacemakers among all people.    

You know people who exemplify this discipleship. Share this newsletter with them. Connect with other mission-
aries through USCMA. Also, check out our Lent 2019 daily reflections—available on USCMA website.  

Mission as Faith 

On a Mission to Restore Justice 

Joanne Blaney realized a long time ago that justice 
sometimes has nothing to do with the judicial system. 
But this has not turned out to be a handicap in her 
work. In fact, as a Maryknoll lay missioner who works 
with victims and perpetrators of violence in São Paolo, 
Brazil, quite the opposite is true.  

“We work toward helping people feel, first of all, re-
stored to yourself, that you are a person of dignity and 
respect,” said Joanne of the process of restorative jus-
tice. Then, she said, they try to restore broken relation-
ships and work for “a just justice for everyone involved 
in the conflict or crime.”  

Since joining Maryknoll in 1990, except for a few odd  

Joanne (center) with two course members.  
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years back in the States, Joanne has worked at a human 
rights center in an impoverished, violent neighborhood 
of São Paolo, engaging with individuals and communi-
ty leaders of marginalized and vulnerable populations 
to break cycles of urban and domestic violence. She 
uses restorative justice principles, including dialogue 
and compassion, as well as working to change struc-
tures, to accomplish that goal.  

This brings her into relation-
ship with people experiencing 
conflict within their families or 
communities, and into prisons 
where she teaches these same 
principles to offenders.  

“There is a process of healing 
that takes place,” Joanne said, 
“that leads to responsibility for 
the harm they have caused and a desire to repair the 
harm with the victim and/or their family.  

It is, she said, a way for people to transform their con-
cept of justice, when before they wouldn’t even have 
thought that a real justice could be part of their lives.  

“We’ve had cases working with victims and offenders 
where the victim says, ‘I want that person to suffer 
more than I’ve suffered and I will not forgive them,’” 
she said. “As you go through a restorative justice pro-
cess, they are able to listen to the other person’s story 
and to see the other  as a human being instead of a 
monster.” There is healing and forgiveness that helps 
victims, as well as offenders, to move forward with 
their lives.  

Living Out Gospel Principles 

With her background as a Sister of St. Joseph of Chest-
nut Hill in Philadelphia and an educator, there was 
never any doubt that Joanne would spend her life ad-
vancing the cause of social justice. But she didn’t nec-
essarily see a future for herself as a missionary.  

“I’ve just always been concerned in my life with how 
we translate the Gospel into people’s reality and peo-
ple’s lives,” she said.  

Growing up in a poor, immigrant neighborhood in 
Philadelphia called Kensington, Joanne was the third 
of 12 children of a devoutly Catholic Irish family. All 
of the children attended the parish school, and her par-
ents were very involved in neighborhood activities 
through the parish.  

“My parents always looked at other people with great 

dignity and respect, that we are all children of God, we 
are all equal,” Joanne remembered. “Mostly, my par-
ents influenced all of us in trying to live out Gospel 
principles.” 

They probably weren’t surprised, then, when Joanne 
entered religious life at 17. She remained a sister for 13 
years and spent much of that time as a teacher and 
then principal in urban schools in Washington, D.C. 
She recalled that by the 1980s, crack cocaine was grip-
ping the city; many of her students were being raised 
by their grandmothers, who were remarkable examples 
of dedicated service, she said.  

Even after she left the order, she continued as a princi-
pal in D.C.’s Catholic elementary schools and started 
volunteering with a group of Carmelite Sisters on the 
weekends. The Carmelites were ministering to women 
fleeing the wars in Nicaragua and Guatemala, and Jo-
anne found herself increasingly interested in global jus-
tice issues.  

When a Maryknoll priest from the Philippines visited 
her school to address the students, Joanne stopped by 
the room to listen for a minute. Instead, she found 
herself transfixed. Immediately, she felt the call to fol-
low the Gospel beyond the borders of the United 
States.  

“It just seemed that was the next step,” she said.  

A Lifetime’s Work 

Joanne has given courses and presentations on restora-
tive justice as a Maryknoll missioner throughout the 
world, including Kenya, Australia, Rwanda, Finland, 
and Northern Ireland. She is both a facilitator and 
trainer of facilitators, and considers herself fortunate to 

Joanne (top, center) with the Brazil restorative justice group.  
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Joanne recommends the following resources for those 
interested in learning more: 

Books: 

Howard Zehr, Changing Lenses: Restorative Justice for our Times. 
Scottsdale, Pennsylvania:  Herald Press, 2015. 

Kay Pranis, The Little Book of Circle Processes: A New/Old Ap-
proach to Peacemaking (The Little Books of Justice and 
Peacebuilding Series). Good Books. 2005. 

Arthur Paul Boers, Justice That Heals: A Biblical Vision for 
Victims and Offenders. Newton: Faith and Life Press. 1992. 

A Companion, Peace and Justice Shall Embrace: Toward Restora-
tive Justice, a Prisoner's Perspective. Writers Club Press. 2001. 

Websites:  

Zehr Institute  

Centre for Justice & Reconciliation 

Catholic Mobilizing Network 

Article by Julie Bourbon, 

ENCOUNTER Editor  
“It’s hard and difficult to see so much, but marvelous 
trying to see the world differently from different per-
spectives,” she said of the many people she’s met and 
places she’s traveled to since becoming a lay missioner. 
“In spite of all the problems in our world, I am hopeful 
because of the many dedicated people whom I have 
met and who are doing such wonderful work.” 

Marj Humphry, director of missions for Maryknoll, has 
known Joanne for more than 20 years and admires her 
passion and dedication.  

“Joanne is unable to separate who she is from her very 
core, from her faith,” said Marj. “Her deep faith moti-
vates and sustains her in her life. She is tireless in her 
commitment to mission and has been for decades.” 

Reflecting on her life in Maryknoll, Joanne feels that 
she is exactly where she is meant to be. 

“I’ve struggled with how to live Gospel values in a 
world torn apart by poverty and injustice,” she said.  
“This is what I want to do with my life, because I be-
lieve that mission and following the Gospel is about 
bringing people together and dialoguing so that we can 

truly build peace and bring about justice.” 

Living as a Maryknoll missioner has allowed Joanne to 
become an instrument of God’s desire to heal commu-
nities.  

“The Gospel is a liberating force,” she said, “that fos-
ters human dignity, connects hearts and builds peace.” 

 

“Following the Gospel is about bringing 

people together and dialoguing so that 

we can truly build peace and bring 

about justice” 

Joanne (top, center) with the CDHEP group.  

http://www.zehr-institute.org/
http://www.restorativejustice.org
https://catholicmobilizing.org/restorative-justice
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One year, while praying the Passion, I was drawn to St. 
John – the beloved disciple of Jesus who stands with 
Mary at the foot of the cross.  
 
I imagined myself as John comforting Mary before the 
tortuous execution of her only son. How do you see it? 
Is Mary near the foot of the cross or some distance 
away? Is she standing or kneeling? Is she fainting or 
alert, with her eyes fixed solely on Jesus? Where am I, 
now John, in this scene? 
 
At first, I am strong, silently standing behind Mary, 
holding her as she watches Jesus slowly die on the 
cross. I lift my eyes, but I cannot watch. There is so 
much blood. I cannot stop his screams echoing in my 
ears along with the jeers of the crowd and the harsh 
commands of the soldiers. The air is laden with the 
stench of slaughter. Quivering, my knees buckle, and I 
collapse.  
 
Time drags and there is no end in sight. I do not want 
to be here. Jesus, my teacher, my friend, my hope, is in 
pure agony. I cannot watch anymore. I cannot move. I 
am paralyzed by fear and horror. I am on my knees, 
heart-broken, ashamed, terrified. I lift my eyes to see 
Jesus one more time before I run off and hide like Pe-
ter and the others, but I can’t; in front of me, standing 
directly before her son, is Mary. Still on my knees, 
keeping my eyes on her, I inch closer.  
 
I am a terrified child, clinging to my mother’s cloak. As 
I draw closer to her, I feel the tenderness of her hand 

cradling the side of my head as Jesus says, “Woman, 
behold your son.” I came to comfort her, but she is 
comforting me. I lift my eyes to Jesus. I am pierced by 
the longing in his eyes; a dying man entrusting his 
mother to a broken man. Mustering both strength and 
tenderness, he says to me, “Behold, your mother.” 
Here, at the foot of his cross, the church is conceived.   
 
Here gathers the cloud of witnesses – all the missionar-
ies who have given their lives in service to the Gospel. 
Just in our lifetime, and from our country, we remem-
ber Sr. Dorothy Stang, SND de Namur who died serv-
ing the indigenous people of the Amazon Rain Forest. 
Father Stanley Rother, from Oklahoma, who was killed 
in Guatemala for his work with the poor. The five 
Adorers of the Precious Blood who died during the 
civil war in Liberia.  
 
There is another type of martyrdom missionaries em-
brace, they share the hardship of others and witness 
their suffering. Women and men missionaries wit-
nessed firsthand the genocide in Rwanda. Today, with 
all the suffering in South Sudan, missionaries go to 
serve and accompany the people. Even short-term mis-
sion trips, who have developed long-term relationships, 
continue to return every year to the pain and poverty of 
the people of Haiti, Honduras, and Nicaragua.   
 
On Good Friday, we stay close to Mary as we witness 
the suffering of people all over the world. We want to 
hide our eyes, but we keep them wide open. We want 
to run away yet we stay close by. We want to get lost in 

The Cross and Mission 
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USCMA Happenings 
• Building Bridges in a Polarized World Retreat | April 26—28, 2019. Los Altos, CA. Need a break? 

Join this retreat to pray and reflect on how to balance contemplation and action to become an effective 
bridge building missionary disciple. For more information, contact Carolyn Trumble  

• MSC Fest: Oktoberfest in April | You are invited to celebrate Oktoberfest with the Missionary Sisters 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus on April 28, 2019 at the Crowne Plaza in Reading, PA. Join in the fun 
with a polka mass, prizes and more. RSVP by April 19 on their website.   

• Maryknoll offers a short term mission trip to Jamaica on May 9 – 15th, 2019. This mission immersion 
trip starts and finishes each day at the Diocesan grounds of the Montego Bay Catholic Diocese. For 
more information contact Deacon Dennis Kelly (dkelly@maryknoll.org) to register.  

• LSJI 2019|Environment Justice is the theme for the 2019 Lasallian Social Justice Institute. It will be held 
June 23 – 28 in New Orleans. Register by May 15, 2019.  For information available on their 
website.  

• Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, 
and spirituality for review. Our feature book this month is The Compassion Connection: 
Recovering Our Original Oneness by Catherine Nerney, SSJ. For this book or a current 
listing, email Nichole Petty, USCMA Office Manager.  

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to the 
mission Jesus entrusted to his Church. Through its members and services USCMA animates missionaries, prepares 
them for mission, accompanies them through mission, and form them for leadership. ENCOUNTER is made possible 
in part, by a grant from Catholic Communication Campaign. You build bridges of global solidarity by supporting 
USCMA. Connect with a growing network of missionaries - lay, religious and ordained., become a member. Donate at 
uscatholicmission.org. Copyright 2019.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
415 Michigan Ave., NE 20017 

202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

distractions, but we reach out in compassion and con-
cern. We want to collapse in defeat, but we rise-up to 
face the pain of our friends close by or on the other 
side of the world. Our hearts are broken, and we risk 
having them broken again.  
 
We know deep within our souls that we can move be-
yond ourselves. We will not be defined by our com-
forts. We are willing and able to cross borders just to 
encounter and be with others. We can and will risk a 
personal encounter with a stranger shouldering their 
hopes and fears, their sorrows and joys, as our own. 
Every moment, any service, all the relationships we 
form through mission, we gratefully and prayerfully 
embrace in the name of Jesus whose Gospel we pro-
claim and whose Kingdom we serve.  
 
We are all called to mission. For some of us it will 
mean a few hours a week preparing for a short-term 

visit to a sister parish in another country. For others, 
the call to mission will draw us to religious life, com-
munity, and a life-time of mission. Still others will con-
template the meaning of mission in the life of the 
Church, praying and pondering from afar while hold-
ing God’s people deep within their heart. Many of us 
are just beginning to awaken to our call to mission and 
are finding ways to be with and for others in our neigh-
borhoods, through pilgrimages, on immersion trips, 
through justice and peace, and with a commitment to 
reconciliation.  
 
It is here, at the foot of the cross, that the church is 
conceived. It is here, at the foot of the cross, where 
mission takes root.  
 
 

Article by Don McCrabb, 
USCMA Executive Director        

mailto:%20ctrumble@maryknoll.org
http://www.mscreading.org
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/2019-lasallian-social-justice-institute/
mailto:associate@uscatholicmission.org
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/catholic-communication-campaign/index.cfm
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