
St. John the Baptist 

Feast Day: June 24th 

Today, we celebrate St. John the Baptist. By our baptism, we are called to mission. John was 

a Jewish prophet who proclaimed the coming of Christ. He knew better than most because 

John was the first to recognize Christ before either of them were born.  

“When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit,” in Luke 1:41.   

The Gospels tell the story of his life from his conception to his ministry of baptism in the 

desert to his untimely death. His parents – Elizabeth and Zacharias – were favored by God; 

“They were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of 

the Lord blameless” (Lk. 1:6) His birth was a gift from God, a miracle given Elizabeth was 

barren and they were both “advanced in age.” Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth after the 

Annunciation – which we celebrated on May 31st (i.e. the Visitation). 

John began his ministry around 29 AD, when he emerged from the wilderness to baptize the 

faithful in the Jordan River. Even Jesus was baptized by John – his first cousin. Though 

John gained his own following of disciples, including St. Andrew who became one of the 12 

apostles, he continually pointed to Jesus, as seen in John 1: 19 – 28 where John denies being 

the Messiah to Jewish leaders.  

“Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the 

Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 



“I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one who comes 

after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” (John 1: 24 – 27) 

John was a gift from God to prepare the world for Christ. He preached and baptized the 

faithful so that they may be made clean and repent.  

“Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 3:2) 

There was a deep bond between John and Jesus. Jesus honored John for his mission and 

ministry, “Among them that are born of women there has not arisen a greater than John the 

Baptist” in Matthew 11:11. He was arrested by King Herold Antipas, which impacted Jesus’ 

ministry because “when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee” 

(Matthew 4:12)  

John’s unabashed proclamation of faith drew a lot attention – both positive and negative. 

Those living in sin, and morally corrupt tried many times to poke and pressure John to give 

false testimony. His death at the hands of King Herold Antipas occurred because John 

continually preached against corruption, which angered the king’s unlawful wife, Herodias, 

who had him arrested and then beheaded.   

Baptism is a cleansing of sin and a promise of new life. In baptism, we turn away from sin to 

unite ourselves with Jesus, the Father and Holy Spirt. We join the communion of saints and 

all those who have gone before us in proclaiming the “kingdom of Heaven in here on earth 

as it is in Heaven.” As baptized children of God, we are regenerated and renewed by the 

Holy Spirit – our own Indwelling Spirit. According to the Catechism, “The baptized have 

‘put on Christ.’ Through the Holy Spirit, baptism is a bath that purifies, justifies, and 

sanctifies.” (1227) 

Reborn as children of God, we must “participate in the apostolic and missionary activity of 

the People of God.” (1270) Our call to mission begins with baptism, just as Jesus’ public 

ministry began with his baptism by John.  

St. John the Baptist, pray for us.  

 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s2c1a1.htm

