
 

Blessed Paolo Manna 
Feast Day: September 15th  

 
 
 
 
 

Paolo Manna was born on January 16, 1872 in Avellino, Italy. As a student at Gregorian University, Paolo felt 
drawn to the priesthood and went to Milan to become a seminarian at the Institute for Foreign Missions and 
eventually a priest in 1894. About a year later, Father Manna started his ten years of missionary work in Burma 
(currently known as Myanmar), only interrupted by bouts of sickness.  
 
He spent the following forty years of his life promoting missions to all Catholics: lay, religious, and ordained. In 
order to spread the mission call to all Catholics through missionary priests and religious, Paolo started the 
Missionary Union of the Clergy – which is now worldwide – in 1916, established the Sacred Heart Seminary in 
Southern Italy for overseas missions, led the Pontifical Institute for the Foreign Missions (PIME) as Superior 
General, and founded the Society of the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate.  
 
Father Paolo also contributed to the current understanding and expanse of missions through his publications; he 
started a magazine for families, as well as one for children, educating younger people about missions. He authored 
many impactful books, stressing new missionary methods that possibly inspired changes brought about by Vatican 
II many years later. 
 
Paolo died on September 15, 1952 and was buried at the seminary he founded in Italy, which Pope John Paul II 
later visited in 1990 to see his tomb. According to the Vatican, “Fr. Manna’s greatest legacy is the example he left 
behind: he was driven by an overwhelming passion for the missions that sickness, suffering and setbacks could 
never diminish.” 
Blessed Paolo Manna, pray for us! 
 
 
Questions for Reflection: 
How did you come to learn about mission work? 
 
Many of us do not start worldwide organizations or write profound publications in our lifetimes; despite this fact, 
how can we follow the example of Blessed Paolo Manna and pass on our knowledge and experience of mission to 
those around us? 
 
What new ideas do you have for improving methods for missionary work? 
 
 


