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Sr. Nancy Schramm’s 

2019 Presidential Address 

to Membership of the USCMA 
 

This is the presidential address that Sr. Nancy gave during the  

USCMA membership meeting on September 19, 2019.  

 

Good afternoon, members of the USCMA! Thank you very much, Don, for the introduction. It is a great 

pleasure for me to share with you some thoughts and reflections since becoming the President of USCMA in 

March of this year.  

Just to add what Don mentioned, I do consider the two greatest blessings of my life my Franciscan vocation 

which is to live the Gospel and my life experience in Brazil. The Brazilian people made me who I am today. 

In March of this year, I became the president of the USCMA and this added ministry continues to call me to 

missionary discipleship. It is an honor to serve in this capacity, especially in these challenging times. 

Most of us are aware that this Association began and was for a long time, supported and animated by the 

women’s and men’s religious congregations who had as their main charism, missionary work.  We owe them a 

great deal for the energy, time and talent, that they invested in creating this association and making it an 

outstanding organization that has been a true animator of missionary ministry throughout the years. At one 

point the USCMA was within the Bishops’ Conference; it an umbrella that held together other organizations 

that share a commitment to mission service. In 1980, the bishops reorganized and USCMA became a national 

association recognized by the USCCB. For the last two years, we have been looking for a Bishop to join our 

board and accompany us in mission.  

Before I speak of where we, the board of the USCMA, want to go in these challenging times as a Catholic 

association, let us pause and look into our lives and hearts this moment. 

To successfully fulfill one’s mission, knowledge and a critical sense of the present reality, must be part of the 

journey. What has been in your mind and heart lately? What are you struggling to understand and deal with as 

you seek to contribute to a better world, one where the Gospel values can be readily perceived and lived so 

that God’s love for everyone can be felt and shared? 

Is it: 

Our current political scene both nationally and internationally? 

The continued allegations and condemnations due to the sexual abuse cases? 

Our seemingly incapacity to attract and walk with today’s youth within the Churches that we hold dear to us 

and believe in as faith communities which bring us closer to our loving God? 

The denial of climate change and its effect on our common home? Especially the suffering caused for so many 

people due to the hurricanes and earthquakes and other natural disasters. 

The pain of separation of migrant families who are forced to flee from their homes because of violence and 

oppression?  The list goes on and on… 
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But as Gospel people, as missionary disciples, we are called to respond to these realities that weigh on our 

hearts. They call us to change our thinking, relationships with others and to act.    

In our time, new understandings of missionary discipleship are emerging.  Orbis books recently published Go 

Forth Toward a Community of Missionary Disciples with selected writings of Pope Francis and a commentary 

by William P. Gregory, which really spoke to me and I believe are 

important for USCMA. “…in the hundreds of speeches, messages, 

homilies, and interviews the pope has given in the six years since his 

election, the missionary reform of the church emerges again and again 

as the great integrating theme of his papacy.” (p. xiv) And to continue, 

“What he [Pope Francis] most wants from everyone in the church to 

know is that mission is an essential and required part of Christian 

identity. It is not optional. But more than an obligation, it is the 

transcendent path of life, hope and joy for our wounded and broken 

world. Mission is mercy, tenderness, compassion, peace, solidarity, 

and care for others in imitation of the infinite love of God.” (p.xv) 

At a recent board meeting, we reflected on the Preamble of our By-Laws. I found several parts particularly 

inspiring: 

“Striving to become a prophetic community of mutual service and to make the Gospel alive, the Association 

invites its members and challenges them to support one another in a continually evolving understanding of 

the needs of God’s people. In order to promote God’s reign of justice and love in our world, members hold a 

‘preferential option for the poor,’ to which the universal missionary Church has pledged itself.” 

During my years in Brazil, with the influence of Liberation Theology, being a “prophet” was, and continues to 

be very demanding and deeply connected to the oppression Brazilian people experience. Like the Hebrew 

prophets, we are called announce the message God gives us, and denounce all that prevents the message 

from getting to God’s people. As we review our Association and examine ourselves as individuals, are we being 

the prophets that the world needs today? Has our voice been one of announcing and denouncing as we seek 

to fulfill God’s mission for us in the world? 

The Preamble goes on to affirm that we are Catholic but open to other Christians and faith traditions and that 
new attitudes are necessary in these days. At this moment, as your president, I feel greatly blessed with a 
board of dedicated and truly faith filled women and men of different religious denominations. We have had 
inspiring and challenging discussions about USCMA and our future as an association and what is ours to do. In 
a little bit, I will be talking about that. 
 

The last section of our Preamble continues to inspire me: “Mindful of 

the rich diversity of gifts and talents among all the members, and 

toward enhancing effectiveness of the various ministries in which 

they are engaged, the Association fosters collaboration with all 

persons of good will who share its commitment in service to human 

promotion, justice and peace, in the context of cross-cultural 

evangelization.”  
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Here is one of the most important keys for the Association to live its mission. We are USCMA. We are mission. 

We are the people who must commit to the service of human promotion, justice and peace according to God’s 

plan for our world. At times our mission may seem beyond our capability, with so many difficulties to 

overcome. At times I am discouraged just thinking about the enormity of today’s challenges in comparison 

with who is available to meet the challenge. But then the Lord reminds me that where two or more are 

gathered in God’s name, God is also present. 

This reflection leads us, then to where we want to go. I propose a question: where do we think we should go? 

What is ours to do and who will do it? As a board and as your president, we have been thinking about this, 

knowing full well that God has entrusted this moment in history to us. It was not a coincidence, that 

leadership duties have been passed on to us during these times, and if we trust in Divine Providence and the 

wisdom and graces what only God can give, we will be instruments of God’s hands. 

Let’s go down the path to a continued commitment to mission! Let us not lose sight of who we are and why 

we are! 

Let us go down the path as a prophetic community with courage to confront our reality and call it for what it 

is. To make Gospel choices as individuals and organizations whether they be popular or not. 

Let us go down the path living a preferential option of the poor directing our energies and time and talents for 

standing with those who need us the most. 

Let us go down the path of mutuality, inclusivity and new attitudes of dialogue and collaboration allowing 

God’s Spirit to guide us and not fears. 

Let us go down the path of finding new partners, especially in the 

youth of today who have so much desire and willingness to 

contribute; who often are discouraged for not being able to find 

where to channel their deepest desires. 

Let us not fear to open the doors of our minds and hearts which 

were perhaps closed for too long. And if you have lost the key and 

don’t know how to open it, find someone to help you knock it 

down! 

We, the USCMA, need to recommit our organization and our members to a life totally centered on God’s love 

and promulgated through mission. Easy to say, but will require lots of energy and wisdom to meet our goal. 

 

Here are some beginning steps: 

• What changes are needed in our structures to facilitate our mission? We will host our first regional 

meeting in Techny, Il. on Nov. 6 & 7. It is intended to be a regional meeting, but if you are interested 

in the theme, “The Ministry of Reconciliation”, you are most welcome to attend. This will be our 

Midwest Region, and so I ask, “Can you help organize a regional meeting in your areas” Meeting every 

other year as a region, allows USCMA to reach more people and build a better relationship with 

others who also made a commitment to mission. 
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• How can we reach out to today’s youth? At last year’s national meeting we specifically asked that 

young people be invited to help us to reflect on ways of reaching out to those who are seekers but 

have not found their spaces. Dialogue is a beginning but there is so much more to be done.  

• How can we increase our membership and encourage members to make a financial commitment to 

USCMA? Without workers, the fruit will spoil and no one will benefit. We need to show a new face of 

the USCMA; one that is energized by the Gospel; is enthusiastic to collaborate with others and knows 

deep inside that a community of believers is the instrument of God’s work. 

• Who are the other organizations with whom the USCMA can join forces to be a voice for the poor, 

rejected and marginalized of society? How should USCMA support justice and peace organizations? 

How can we help high school and college students appropriate mission in their lives? How do we form 

mission leaders from among the alumni of volunteer mission groups?  

• Pope Francis declared next month the Extraordinary Month of Mission and Oct. 20 is World Mission 

Sunday. Many religious groups, dioceses and parishes will be celebrating during this month with ways 

to promote a mission culture so everyone realizes how she or he is instrumental in the realization of 

God’s mission in our world. 

I want to thank all of you who are with us online this day. It is a pleasure to be able to speak with you and am 

looking forward to meeting some of you in Techny and most of you next year at our national meeting.  

 

 

Sr. Nancy was born in Chicago but raised in Mokena, IL where she was taught by the Franciscan Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart (Frankfort, IL). She joined in 1972, took final vows in August of 1978 and left for a six-year mission 
in Brazil that August. She stayed 32 years. As the regional President for the Conference of Religious, Nancy was 
deeply involved in the aftermath of Sr. Dorothy Stang’s murder – the autopsy, investigation, and trail. In 2010 
Nancy, called to serve on her community’s leadership team, came home. Eventually, she joined the Diocese of 
Joliet in her current positions as the Director of Mission Formation and Coordinator of the Mission Cooperative 
Plan. She continues to serve in leadership for her community. Nancy was elected by the USCMA Board of 
Directors to serve as President in March 2019.  
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