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This report highlights the activities of the United States Catholic Mission Association from the 2018 Membership 
Meeting (September 25, 2018) to the present (September 2019).  

 
The 2018 Membership Meeting was online September 12th and the ballot closed on September 
24th. The members elected seven (7) board members, with three returning. The membership also 
affirmed the minutes of the membership meeting, having webinars, regional meetings alternating 
with a national meeting, and continuing to hold the meeting in October.  

 
Due to a challenging financial situation, USCMA changed the timeframe for 
Membership renewal. Beginning January 2019, USCMA asked all members to 
renew within the first three months of the year. Once a year, membership renewal 
is helpful in managing the work of the national office and meeting financial targets. 
The members responded very well. USCMA has 939 members and 100 
organizational members. A list of all organizational members can be found on the 
website. USCMA has already surpassed the membership target for 2019.  
 

The Catholic Communications Campaign provided a grant to launch USCMA’s new 
electronic newsletter, ENCOUNTER. Each issue features laity in mission and a 
missionary reflection on the tradition; 12 issues over the last 12 months with articles 
being reprinted and used for small group discussion and mutual formation.  

  
118 USCMA members came together in Boston for the 2018 Conference focusing on creating a 
culture of encounter. Sr. Lisa Marie Valentini, MSC, Christopher Kerr, and Fr. Stephen Dudek 
were keynote speakers. Cardinal Seán O’Malley presided at the liturgy. Conference attendees rated 
the conference overall highly (81%) and were very pleased with the process (91%). 

 
The Pope Francis Mission Award was given to Rev. Barthelemy Bazemo, M. Afr. for his outstanding 
leadership in building a more just and faithful Africa and the Missionary Society of St. James the 
Apostles for building bridges of peace and solidarity among the peoples of the Americas.  
 

Other programming included Webinars. In January, there was a webinar on Mission Goals for 
2019 (16 participants). There was a webinar on the Extraordinary Missionary Month in June 
with 30 attending. USCMA partnered with the National Federation for Catholic Youth 
Ministry and Catholic Mobilizing on two webinars on Racism. The first (May 14) had over 600 
registrants and the second (July 10) had over 300. USCMA built a resource page on Racism on its website. 
 
 

 
 

2019 Membership Highlights 

Bridging Hearts is a short-term mission trip initiative by USCMA under the direction of Deacon John 
Bergford. There was not enough time to promote this opportunity for dioceses and parishes wanting to learn 
how to conduct these trips in 2019, so it will be back for 2020.  
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A presentation at the Texas Mission Council Conference, the webinars on Racism, a four week 
series on R E C O N C I L I A T I O N, a resource page on the USCMA website, and the regional 
meeting on the mission and ministry of reconciliation reflect the USCMA’s commitment to 
promote a year of study, prayer, dialogue and discernment about reconciliation as one component 
of mission.   

 
Pope Francis called for an Extraordinary Missionary Month (October 2019) and USCMA 
responded by gathering resources for missionaries, mission leaders, and mission-sponsoring 
organizations on the USCMA website. USCMA hopes to encourage them to consider ways to 
participate in the four-part goals of the month: to draw closer to Jesus, tell the story of 
mission, form people for mission, and support missions all over the world.  

 
Third Wave of Mission Institute continues to develop videos to help prepare people for 
short-term mission trips. USCMA is an active member in this effort and hosts the Third 
Wave of Mission Website. This past year, the Third Wave of Mission produced From Charity 
to Sustainability featuring Dr. Kim Lamberty giving a workshop on that topic at the 2017 
Conference in San Antonio.  
 

USCMA was on the road in 2019. I gave a presentation on mission at the 
gathering of circus ministries. I also did a presentation on reconciliation at the 
Texas Mission Council Conference in San Antonio. It was really exciting to give a 
workshop, and exhibit, at the Catholic Volunteer Network Conference in 
Baltimore. I visited the Diocese of St. Cloud and did a presentation on mission 
for the diocesan staff. I also stopped by the Archdiocese of St. Paul, Minneapolis. 
I did two mission appeals in the Diocese of Youngstown. I attended my first 
national gathering of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Arlington, VA.  

 
USCMA launched a new resource for missionaries and mission leaders – especially those who are 
laboring to animate the faithful for mission. Missionary Saints launched in September 2018. It is 
remarkable to identify and underscore the centrality of mission in the lives of so many saints. Already, 
we have 33 missionary saints archived. I found the story of St. Thomas, the missionary to India, 
particularly moving this year.  

 
We made some progress in updating our website and building the Global 
Mission Hub. A lot of the groundwork was laid in 2019 and should pay off 
in 2020. USCMA also provided a Lenten Series in 2019 calling people to 
radical conversion.  
 
It was a good year. It was a hard year. Review our financial report. We need 
to strengthen and expand our financial footing. We are grateful to our 
committed members and donors. Hopefully, as we reach out to more and 
more parishes and dioceses, we will connect with, and accompany, the emerging generations of new missionaries.  
 
Together in Mission,  

 
Dr. Donald R. McCrabb 
Executive Director 


