
 

 

Blessed Cyprian Michael Iwene Tansi 
 

Feast Day: January 20th  
 

Iwene Tansi was born in Igboezunu, Aguleri in 1903 to Nigerian peasants who 

practiced the native pagan religion of their people. He was sent off to live 

with his aunt at 6 years old and was baptized as Michael three years later. At 

the age of 16, he received a diploma in Onitsha, allowing him to teach, and 

then became the principal of St. Joseph School in 1924.  

Choosing his inner attraction to the priesthood over the disapproval of his family, Michael enrolled in the St. Paul 

Seminary in Igbariam. There in the Cathedral of Onitsha, he became a priest on December 19, 1937.  

Over the next twelve years, Fr. Michael poured his energy and skills into improving the physical and spiritual wellbeing 

of his flock. He disproved the superstition that a certain forest would kill passersby or infect them with diseases by 

blessing it with holy water and walking through it unharmed. He helped build structures, such as a church, school, and 

houses for older students who had no home. Fr. Michael was an excellent teacher, critiquing pagan traditions and caring 

for the orphans and young women of his parish – as well as the sick via his creation of the Legions of Mary.  

In 1949, he and another priest were invited to a Trappist Cistercian Abbey in England to learn the graces of the monastic 

life and then share those with their diocese; however, instead of leaving as planned, Fr. Michael was accepted into their 

order. When the community opened a branch in Cameroon in 1963, he was appointed director of the novitiate there in 

order to shape their vocation process in Africa.  

A year later, Fr. Michael died on January 20, 1964 of an aortic aneurism. His case for beatification was opened when a 

young woman was miraculously healed of untreatable tumors when she touched his coffin. He was beatified on March 

22, 1998 – the first from Nigeria to receive this distinction. 

Blessed Cyprian Michael Iwene Tansi, pray for us! 

Reflection Question:  What legacy are you leaving behind? Does it portray your call to mission? 


