
 

 

Conversion of Saint Paul 

 

Celebrated on January 25th 

 

Paul was born Saul of Tarsus, a Jew in present-day 

Turkey. He was a Pharisee, widely known for his 

persecution of the early Christians. 

 

One day, as he was traveling to Damascus, Jesus appeared to him and asked Saul why he was persecuting Jesus, 

leaving Saul blinded by a bright light he saw. When Saul finally reached Damascus, he fasted and was baptized by 

Ananias, a Christian man, and was able to see again. His encounter with Christ shifted Paul’s focus from obedience 

to the letter of the law to receiving mercy and salvation from Jesus.  

 

Paul wrote many letters – to the churches in Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, Colossae, and Thessalonica, 

as well as to individual disciples such as Timothy, Titus, and Philemon – during the remainder of his life. He served 

on missions in this time, bringing many people to follow Jesus through his witness, fervor, and accompaniment. He 

would dwell in each place, take up residence there, and be with the people to whom he preached.  

His first journey took him with Barnabas to Cyprus, Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, and then back to Antioch. 

On this mission, Paul realized that the Gospel was not just for the Jews but for the Gentiles (non-Jews) as well. 

Next, he traveled with Silas to Jerusalem, Tarsus, Lystra, Iconium, present-day Greece, Corinth, Ephesus, and back 

to Antioch, preaching the news of Jesus Christ in synagogues. While in Athens, Paul encountered pagan 

worshippers and used their experience as a foundation for the truth of the Gospel. “For as I walked around looking 

carefully at your shrines, I even discovered an altar inscribed, ‘To an Unknown God.’ What therefore you 

unknowingly worship, I proclaim to you.” Acts 17:23.  

Paul’s third mission took him to Turkey, Greece, and finally Ephesus – where he labored daily in order to provide 

for his needs and not impose on the church there. He continued to preach and face persecution and hardship but 

persisted in the work to which God had called him. His final journey was to Rome, where he later died, the cause of 

his death being unknown.  

St. Paul, patron saint of missionaries, evangelists, writers, and public workers, pray for us! 

Reflection Question: How is God reshaping your heart toward mission?  


