
 

 

Saint John Bosco 

Feast Day: January 31st  

 

 

Today we celebrate Saint John Bosco, the patron saint of apprentices, editors, 

Catholic publishers, and youth.  

Also known as Don Bosco, Giovanni Bosco was born on August 16, 1815 to 

poor parents in Becchi, Italy. He enjoyed performing magic tricks as a child and was close to his mother, 

Margherita. After the death of his father at a young age, John worked as a shepherd to help support his family. He 

longed to study and learn, so his brother took his place on the farm. Following the urging of the parish priest, John 

enrolled in the Chieri seminary in 1835 and was ordained in Turin in 1841. 

Under the guidance of Saint Joseph Cafasso, John started caring for young men and boys in Turin who lacked 

home, education, or work. After witnessing the plight of young men during his prison visits, his heart was moved to 

action. John’s drive was to help these boys and men lead an honest life, redirecting them away from lives of poverty 

and crime. He founded the Oratory of St. Francis de Sales in Turin, a donation-based organization to provide boys 

with housing, education, work, and spiritual counseling; one of these boys was Saint Dominic Savio.  

John established the Salesian order – named in honor of the saint who had inspired him and his followers – in 1859, 

with a focus on education and mission, and he later cofounded the Salesian Sisters of Don Bosco. He died on 

January 31, 1888, was beatified in 1929 and was canonized in 1934 by Pope Pius XI. 

In their daily prayer, Don Bosco Christo Rey High School students recite the quote from St. Francis de Sales that 

inspired John Bosco: “Be who you are and be that well.”  

Saint John Bosco, pray for us! 

Reflection Question: How do you find God in the daily work that you do? 


