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November 2020 

Welcome to Encounter! 

In retrospect, Advent 2020 began in March. We have been waiting, and continue to wait, for a sign – that the pandemic is over, that the 

election is over, that we can heal from the social unrest haunting our cities. In all of this, the work of mission continues. Even in the 

midst of the pandemic, Saint Max in Cincinnati is a twinning church with St. Patrick’s Madera Parish in Soroti, Uganda. They are       

wonderful examples on how mission both changes us and helps the communities around us. They help each other and work together to 

better their parishes and communities. Do you know a twinning church? How have you built a meaningful relationship? And, even 

though, at this time, President Trump has not yet conceded the 2020 election results, the work of shaping public policy with the wisdom 

of the Gospel, and inspiring Catholics to a renewed vocation to citizenship, continues. Mission continues, it is good, and we “give thanks 

every time we think of you.” Happy Thanksgiving and be sure to promote #IGiveCatholic this Giving Tuesday (December 1, 2020).    

Before they’d even officially become twinning partners 
to St. Patrick’s Madera Parish in Soroti, Uganda, the  
parishioners at St. Maximilian Kolbe in Liberty     
Township, Ohio, were already giving generously to   
support the parish school.  

They’d come to know the former pastor of St. Patrick’s, 
Fr. Simon Peter Wankya, after he arrived at St. Max for 
a two-year sabbatical; that sabbatical was extended to 
five years, when he became the church’s parochial     
vicar.    

“Fr. Simon Peter told us that 80 percent of the 30,000 
people in the parish live in poverty,” said Dan Suer, a 
parishioner at St. Max who has been deeply involved in 
getting the twinning ministry underway. He 
was shocked at the statistic.  

Dan shared that, under Fr. Simon Peter’s leadership, St. 
Patrick’s had reopened Holy Angels, a private parish      
Catholic school for the economically disadvantaged. But 
because many of the children had to walk several miles 
to get there—a journey often fraught 
with physical danger, including the possibility of        
assault and rape—they were sleeping on the classroom 
floors at night to avoid the trip home and back again.   

“With Fr. Simon Peter’s encouragement, we 
thought, let’s build a dorm, a girls’ dorm,” Dan said, and 
the idea took root.    

The parishioners at St. Max raised $20,000 to build the 
dormitory, which was completed in November 2018. 
Three months later, in February 2019, the idea of    
twinning was formally introduced. By that summer, they 
had raised another $25,000 to construct a dormitory for 
the boys at Holy Angels.    

From Ohio to Uganda and Back Again    

“Fr. Simon Peter told us that 80 percent of the 
30,000 people in the parish live in poverty,”  

“The parishioners at St. Max raised  

$20,000 to build the dormitory” 

https://uscatholicmission.org/encounter
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But it was during Advent 2019 
that something really special  
began to  happen. That’s 
when the pastor at St. Max, Fr. 
Jim Riehle, started a pen pal 
program between the two     
parishes called Family          
Connections. Ultimately, 161 
Ohio families were matched 
with Ugandan families. Photos 
were exchanged and              
relationships began to form.    

Relationship, of course, is at the heart of twinning, and 
shortly before the pandemic shut down international 
travel in the spring, members of St. Max traveled to 
Uganda to finally meet, face-to-face, their pen pals.    

“This is about building relationships. It’s not necessarily 
about going and telling somebody else how to do   
something,” said Lakmé Kodros, pastoral associate for 
outreach and stewardship at St. Max. “It’s about        
becoming prayer partners and building those             
relationships.”   

As the staff liaison to the twinning                           
committee, Lakmé went on the immersion trip in 
March, which had to be cut short a couple days due 
to the pandemic but was still, she said, “the experience 
of a lifetime. We celebrated Mass every day. We met the 
children, we saw the school, we saw the dorms.”   

In fact, while they were visiting, the dorms were        
officially commissioned and named, one for Maximilian 
Kolbe and the other for Fr. Simon Peter. The parish 

is currently financing construction of a science building 
for Holy Angels School, to include space for studies in 
chemistry, physics, and biology.  

“You can ask for money and you might get some,” said 
Lakmé, putting on her stewardship hat, “but if you ask 
people to donate for something in particular—whether 
it be worship vessels, oxen or plows—anything material, 
it’s their love language here. It’s amazing.”   

For Lent 2020, St. Max parishioners aimed high and 
raised more than $90,000 to purchase a pair of oxen, a 
yoke and a plow—which would cost a Ugandan family 

about $500—
for 161 catechists 
who minister to outstations/
chapels within the enormous                         
parish. Ultimately, St. Max 
raised enough money to  pro-
vide for 25 additional, newer 
catechists.    

“What we didn’t know, oxen are like bank accounts,” 
said Dan, who noted that he and others on the twinning 
committee hold weekly WhatsApp calls with their   
counterparts in Uganda to discuss this and other      
matters. “They can plow their fields, sell their goods and 
share the oxen within the community.”   

The community at St. Max will have to be satisfied, for 
now, with hearing reports from the weekly phone 
calls—Dan calls them “the glue” of the twinning       
ministry—reading the monthly twinning                 
newsletter (which has more than 150 subscribers) and 
using the parish conference room that was dedicated to 
the twinning ministry and is decorated with photos from 
the trip.    

And they finally got to see, during the first week of   
November, a presentation by those who’d gone to 
Uganda many months before.    

“I am passionate about the relationship, the friendships, 
and continuing to help them,” said Dan, who believes 
the Holy Spirit has been guiding them in the twinning 
ministry. “I hope other people can grasp what a          
difference they can make across the world.”   

 

For more information on the 
twinning ministry,              
visit  saint-max.org/
twinning.    

Article by Julie Bourbon, 

“The parish is currently financing construction 
of a science building for Holy Angels School” 

“The community at St. Max will have to be          

satisfied, for now, with hearing reports from the 

weekly phone calls—Dan calls them “the glue” of 

the twinning ministry” 

“This is about building relationships. ” 

http://saint-max.org/twinning
http://saint-max.org/twinning
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Weaponizing Faith: A Post-Election Debrief 
Dr. Donald McCrabb  

Recently, a handful of members came together for a 
post-election debrief. People talked about their         
feelings—of being on a roller coaster, worried, tense, 
depressed, sad, experiencing a trying time, and yes, even 
hopeful.  
 
One person talked about “the Tuesday that lasted a 
week.” Another saw this as a time of death and rebirth, a 
“tomb and womb” experience. Some had to distance 
themselves from the news because it was driving them 
nuts. Others had flashbacks to other times, in other 
countries, where they witnessed similar “strongarm”  
tactics by dictators.  

 
One participant shared a book they were reading, The 
Mind of Pope Francis, that provides an intellectual         
biography of the Holy Father. The author notes that 
when Jorge Bergoglio was newly ordained, there was 
significant conflict in Argentina. Both the right and the 
left weaponized the Catholic faith for their own political 
ends. The author argues that Pope Francis stresses unity 
over conflict, as one of his principles, because of this 
experience as well as the theological conviction that faith 
is meant to be incarnate and that our faith has unity as 
an end.  
 

Another observation by the author is that Pope Francis 
emphasizes the periphery. In many ways, it is only the 
person speaking from the periphery—the missionary—
who can truly speak for the common good because only 
she or he knows if the good in question is truly common 
or is reserved for the wealthy, the powerful, the few.  
 
As I was writing this reflection, the presidential election 
was called for Joe Biden, four days after Election Day. 
He will be only the second Catholic to occupy the White 
House in the nation’s history. And yet Catholic voters 
appear to be as polarized as the general population.    
According to the AP VoteCast survey, Catholics made 
up 22 percent of the electorate and split their vote, with 

50 percent going for Trump and 49 percent for Biden. 
White Catholics voted 57 percent for Trump, 42 percent 
for Biden. Hispanic Catholics voted 67 percent for 
Biden and 32 percent for Trump.  
 
These numbers suggest that we as Catholics face       
significant challenges, including being fully present to 
the moment, not participating in division, and not     
allowing our faith to be weaponized.  
 
Based on our contacts with the USCCB, we understand 
the bishops’ priorities as they prepare to meet the newly 
elected leaders coming to Washington in January. They 
are concerned about the effects of the coronavirus,  ac-
cess to health care, assistance for children and schools,    
support for those who are unemployed, the paycheck 
protection program, and the global poor. About a week 

after the election was called, the Holy Father called Mr. 
Biden to congratulate him on his victory. A Biden    
presidency could advance some of the Holy Father’s 
concerns, such as care for the poor, climate change, and 
migration. The other issues that also concern the U.S. 
Bishops include religious liberty and the rights of      
conscience, abortion, racial inequalities, and the       
economy. 

“Others had flashbacks to other times, in other 

countries, where they witnessed similar 

“strongarm” tactics by dictators” 

“About a week after the election was called,  

the Holy Father called Mr. Biden  

to congratulate him on his victory. ” 
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USCMA Happenings 
 
•Occasional Paper| “Understanding the Rhetoric of Covid Conspiracy Theories” By Fr Chris Saenz. You can 

find it on our website. 
 
•#IGiveCatholic| USCMA is participating in #IGiveCatholic on December 1, 2020. Please visit our I Give 

Catholic page, washington.igivecatholic.org/organizations/…, read our story and share this post with everyone 
you know. Help us, encourage us, and support us as we do that for the missionaries all over the world.   
 
• Feast of St Francis Xavier| December 3rd. St. Francis Xavier, pray for us.    
 
•Fratelli Tutti and the Mission of Social Friendship| On Dec. 3rd, 10th and 17th. A four part study session 

on Pope Francis’s newest Encyclical. The series meets on Thursdays at 1 pm ET. REGISTER .  
 
•USCMA Board of Directors Meeting | December 18, 2020 at 11 am Eastern Time.  
 
•Books for Review | USCMA receives complimentary books about missiology, theology, and  

spirituality for review. Our feature book for October is Belonging One Catholic’s Journey by Frank J.  
Butler. For this book or a current listing, email Airianna Beitler, USCMA Communication and     
Publication Associate.  

The United States Catholic Mission Association is a national alliance of individuals and organizations committed to the mission Jesus 
entrusted to his Church. Through its members and services USCMA animates missionaries, prepares them for mission, accompanies 
them through mission, and form them for leadership. ENCOUNTER is made possible in part, by a grant from Catholic Communication 
Campaign. You build bridges of global solidarity by supporting USCMA. Donate at uscatholicmission.org. Copyright 2020.  

United States Catholic Mission Association 
7300 Hanover Drive, Suite 304, Greenbelt, MD, 20770 

202-832-3112 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

The USCMA Board of Directors invited Catholic voters 
to make two decisions: the first was to determine which 
candidate they believe best aligns with the teachings of 
the Church; the second was how they plan to advocate 
for all Catholic values and beliefs regardless of which 
candidate wins the presidency and which party controls 
the Senate and the House of Representatives.  
 
Perhaps it is time for missionaries, reflecting on Pope 
Francis’ call to “rediscover our vocation as                
citizens” (Fratelli Tutti, para 66), to do a thorough scan 
of our environment. Where do we currently reside? 
Who is on the periphery within a one-to-five-mile     

radius? Are we in relationship with them and, if not, are 
we called to be in relationship with them? Do we have 
relationships with Republicans and Democrats,        
conservatives and progressives, working class and elites? 
Do we know the hopes and dreams, the griefs and    
anxieties that underscore their views of citizenship? Do 

we really have a personal relationship 
or are we totally dependent on 
“digital connectivity?”  
 
USCMA is open to exploring the 
responsibilities of missionaries in 
their efforts to accompany Catholics 
& Citizens. There are several      
components to this initiative:    
knowing what is already in place, understanding more 
deeply the thought of Pope Francis and the larger     
corpus of Catholic Social Teaching on the vocation of 
the citizen, understanding the opportunities and       
challenges for missionaries, and exploring ways to learn 
with and from one another.  
 
Please email me if you are interested in collaborating on 
this initiative.  
 
Donald R. McCrabb, D. Min., is the Executive Director of the 
United States Catholic Mission Association. 

 

“Are we in relationship with them and, if not, are 

we called to be in relationship with them? ” 

https://uscatholicmission.org/occasional-papers
https://t.co/QrE6Flo8lO
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEtdumurjsvE9FcEEo8PxKNnnqAfQHEnuFR
mailto:associate@uscatholicmission.org
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/catholic-communication-campaign/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/catholic-communication-campaign/index.cfm
https://uscatholicmission.org/
https://uscatholicmission.org/press-release-mission-and-the-catholic-conscience
https://uscatholicmission.org/press-release-mission-and-the-catholic-conscience
mailto:dmccrabb@uscatholicmission.org

