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 Welcome! 

 We need 8 volunteers from the group for closing prayer. 

 Don will lead with opening prayer. 

 Don will give an overview of Chapter 7. 

 Mike will give an overview of Chapter 8. 

 Small group breakout rooms

 Large group debrief

 Closing prayer. 

Orientation



Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit, 

Show us your beauty, 

So that we may discover anew

That all are important

And all are necessary, 

Different faces of the one Humanity

That God so loves. Amen. 
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New Paths & Peacemakers

 New Paths 

for healing 

 Peacemakers 



Stark & Clear Truth

 Penitential Memory

 Accept past

 Clear away regrets, 

problems and plans. 

 Truth – an indispensable 

companion to justice and 

mercy. 



South Africa Bishops

 A society built on service 

rather than dominance. 

 A society built on sharing 

rather than selfishness. 

 A society built on our 

common humanity rather 

than “tribes.” 



Over coming divisions, without losing our identity 

as individuals, presumes that everyone has a 

basic sense of belonging. 



Family

 Family

 No one excluded

 Even one with a serious 

problem. 

 Even a problem of their 

own creation. 

 The family comes together 

to care for him or her. 



Architecture of Peace

 Institutions in society are the 

building blocks for peace –

 Education, Governance, 

Law and the Courts, 

Commerce, 

Communications, Medical, 

etc. 



The Art of Peace

 A culture of encounter. 

 Recognize, Protect and 
Restore dignity.

 Option for the Poor

 Friendship with the poor. 

 We cannot abandon those 
on the periphery; no 
amount of law enforcement 
will assure tranquility. 



Approaches to Forgiveness

 Not possible; conflict and 

violence is unavoidable. 

 Yield ground to others. 

 Weakness; ignore injustice 

and settle for apparent 

peace. 



Another Perspective

 Forgiveness and 
reconciliation are central 
themes to Christianity. 

 Jesus never promoted 
violence. 

 Love the oppressor; resist 
the oppression. 

 Do not fuel anger; meet 
evil with good. 



Forward to Reconciliation

 Reconcile in and through 

conflict. 

 Dialogue. 

 Open, honest, patient. 

 Unity is greater than 

conflict. 

 Valid and Useful on all 

sides. 



Remember

 Never forget – Shoah

 Never forget – Hiroshima

 Never forget – Middle 

Passage

 Preserves the memory of 

victims

 Actuates conscience



Forgive But Do Not Forget

 Those who forgive do not forget. They choose not to 

yield to the same destructive force that caused them so 

much suffering. 

 Forgiveness is precisely what enables us to pursue justice 

without falling into a spiral of revenge or the injustice of 

forgetting.  



False Answers

Risks Outweigh Benefits No Longer Necessary
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The Church esteems the ways of in which God 
works in other religions, and “rejects nothing 
of what is true and holy in these religions.  
…Different religions demand respect for each 
human person, a child of God. They 
contribute significantly to building fraternity 
and defending justice in society. The goal of 
dialogue is to establish friendship, peace and 
harmony, and to share spiritual and moral 
values and experiences in a spirit of truth and 
love”. (271)

Dialogue for Fraternity & Justice



Religious values to guide society

The church, while respecting the autonomy 
of political life, does note restrict her 
mission to the private sphere. On the 
contrary, “she cannot and must not remain 
on the sidelines in the building of a better 
world or fail to “reawaken the spiritual 
energy.” When modern 
totalitarianism denies the transcendent dig
nity of humans, freedom of 
conscience and of religious freedom 
suffers leaving a world without hope and 
ideals to guide society. (276)



Ahhhhh…the music of the Gospel!

 If the music of the Gospel 
ceases to sound in our 
homes, our public squares, 
our workplaces, our 
political and financial life, 
then we will no longer hear 
the strains that challenge us 
to defend the dignity of 
every man and woman. 
(277)



Mary…Mother of us all

For many Christians, the journey of 

fraternity also has a Mother, whose 

name is Mary. Having received this 

universal motherhood at the foot of the 

cross, she cares not only for Jesus but 

also for the “rest of her children.” 278



God sees with heart…
and…we’ll be surprised!

 A journey of peace is possible 
between religions. Its point of 
departure must be God’s way of 
seeing things. “God does not see with 
his eyes, God sees with his heart. And 
God’s love is the same for everyone, 
regardless of religion. Even if they are 
atheists, his love is the same. When the 
last day comes, and there is sufficient 
light to see things as they really are, 
we are going to find ourselves quite 
surprised.” (278



Work for freedom of all 

religions

We Christians ask that we be guaranteed 
freedom in those countries where we are a 
minority, even as we ourselves promote that 
freedom for non-Christians in places where they 
are a minority. Since the important things we 
share are so many, it is possible to find a means 
of serene, ordered and peaceful coexistence, 
accepting our differences and rejoicing 
because, as children of the one God, we are all 
brothers and sisters. (279)



Return to our religious sources 
to end violence

 We believers are challenged to 
return to our sources in order to 
concentrate on what is essential—
worship of God and love for our 
neighbor—lest some of our 
teachings, taken out of context, 
end up feeding forms of contempt, 
hatred, xenophobia or negation of 
others. The truth is that violence 
has no basis in our fundamental 
religious convictions, but only in 
their distortion (FT 282).



We believe in the dignity 

of human person and the 

common good
Religious convictions about the sacred meaning 
of human life permit us to recognize the 
fundamental values of our common humanity, 
values in the name of which we can and must 
cooperate, build and dialogue, pardon and 
grow; this will allow different voices to unite in 
creating a melody of sublime nobility and 
beauty, instead of fanatical cries of hatred (FT 
283).



Be instruments of dialogue, peace, and unity
…NO WALLS!

 As religious leaders, we are 
called to be true “people of 
dialogue,” to cooperate in 
building peace not as 
intermediaries but as authentic 
mediators. Each one of us is 
called to be an artisan of peace, 
by uniting and not dividing, by 
extinguishing hatred and not 
holding onto it, by opening paths 
of dialogue and not constructing 
new walls (FT 284).



An Appeal



In the name of God,

who has created all human beings 

equal in rights, duties and dignity, and 

who has called them to live together as 

brothers and sisters, to fill the earth and 

make known the values of goodness, 

love and peace;

1



In the name of innocent human life

that God has forbidden to 

kill, affirming that whoever 

kills a person is like one who 

kills the whole of humanity, 

and that whoever saves a 

person is like one who saves 

the whole of humanity;

2



In the name of the poor,

the destitute, the marginalized and 

those most in need, whom God has 

commanded us to help as a duty 

required of all persons, especially the 

wealthy and those of means;

3



In the name of orphans,

widows, refugees and those 
exiled from their homes and 
their countries; in the name of 
all victims of wars, persecution 
and injustice; in the name of the 
weak, those who live in fear, 
prisoners of war and those 
tortured in any part of the 
world, without distinction;

4



In the name of peoples

who have lost their security, 

peace and the possibility of 

living together, becoming 

victims of destruction, 

calamity and war;

5



In the name of human fraternity,

that embraces all human 

beings, unites them and 

renders them equal;

6



In the name of this fraternity

torn apart by policies of 

extremism and division, by 

systems of unrestrained profit 

or by hateful ideological 

tendencies that manipulate 

the actions and the futures of 

men and women;

7



In the name of freedom,

that God has given to all 

human beings, creating them 

free and setting them apart 

by this gift;

8



In the name of justice and mercy,

the foundations of prosperity 
and the cornerstone of faith; 
In the name of all persons of 
goodwill present in every 
part of the world;

9



In the name of God

and of everything stated thus 

far, we declare the adoption 

of a culture of dialogue as 

the path; mutual cooperation 

as the code of conduct; 

reciprocal understanding as 

the method and standard.

10



Let the Church Say


